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 Here, condemnation…is regarded as a present reality for those who refuse to be-

lieve in the only Son of God (3:18).” Bystrom, God Among Us Kindred 2003, 69 

b) There’s a new definition of evil; namely, rejecting the light (Jesus) 3:18-21 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5 “According to this Gospel, 

Jesus is not only the life (see 11:25; 14:6), but also the light of the world (8:12; 9:5).” 

Newman & Nida 11. 

This is how the judgment works: the light has come into the world, but people love 

the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds are evil. Anyone who does 

evil things hates the light and will not come to the light, because he does not want 

his evil deeds to be shown up. But whoever does what is true comes to the light in 

order that the light may show that what he did was in obedience to God. John 3:19-

21, Good News Translation  

 “While sending a light into a dark place is motivated by love and a desire to help, 

not all are helped. Some hate the light and its painful revelations of the way they are: 

their priorities, their prejudices, their hates, their deceit. For these the light is not a bless-

ing but a judgment..” Craddock, Knox Preaching Guides: John John Knox 1982, 31 

“Christ did not come to judge, but his coming is a judgment in the same way that turning 

on a light can be the exposure and conviction of those who prefer darkness because their 

deeds are evil….The Scriptures reveal that an act of God’s love has both positive and 

negative effects….To speak the good news, to voice the love of Christ in some gather-

ings, is not to be unanimously received with applause and blessing. Other forces are 

aroused by that word of God’s grace. All who would be centers of power and influence 

for good must live with this fact…..This is what John means when he says Jesus Christ is 

the crisis, the difference, the judgment of the world (v. 19).” Craddock, Preaching 

Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 1993, 159 

5. The good news is that Jesus solved the problem by dying on the cross 

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would 

be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they 

soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to 

Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. John 19:28-30. “Had been completed [finished] 

…the meaning is that Jesus had completed everything that God had sent him into the 

world to do.” Newman & Nida 591 

6. You need to respond to His love (believe) in order to benefit from it. 3:14-16 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 

up, that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 

3:14-15 

“…’believes in him’…[means] ‘puts his trust in him’ or ‘shows complete loyalty to him’ 

or… ’leans on him’ or ‘hangs on him.’” Newman & Nida 88. "Christ is lifted up for the 

life of all who look to him in faith." Craddock, Preaching Through the Christian Year: 

Year B Trinity 1993 p158 

…the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day 

and night, has been hurled down. Revelation 12:10 

...if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the Right-

eous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 

the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 



Good Friday 

Order of Service 

  

Welcome, Opening Prayer                               Pastor Dan Krebs, 
New Beginnings Church 

 

Worship                                              Dakota Community Church 

  

Scripture Reading            John 19:1-30                 Eric Anderson, 
                                                    Provencher Community Church 
  

Message                                                       Pastor Marvin Dyck, 
Crossroads Mennonite Brethren Church  

  

Communion                                              Pastor Phil Kernaghan, 
   Renaissance 

  

Benediction and closing                                   Pastor Dan Krebs, 
New Beginnings Church 

 

Participating Churches: 

Crossroads Mennonite Brethren - 231 Kitson St. 

Dakota Community - 230 Provencher 

New Beginnings - 1073 St. Mary's Rd. 

Provencher Community - 230 Provencher 

Renaissance – 230 Provencher 

Southside Bible Church – 1269 St. Anne’s Rd. 

 

Children's Service for ages 5-12 in youth centre  
with Uncle Harold Field, children's Bible teacher 

 

Wrathful Love 

John 3:1-36  
 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save; 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied— 
For every sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

Copyright 2001 Thankyou Music (Adm. By CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, 
part of the David C. Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)  

 

How can God be both loving and wrathful? 

1. “Wrath” means “judgment.” 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 

God’s wrath remains on them. John 3:36, NIV 

“’God’s wrath…’ does not refer primarily to God’s feelings...Rather, it refers to God’s action in 

judging and punishing men for their sins.” “The force of the present tense, ‘remains,’ indicates not 

only that God’s wrath is presently upon the person who disobeys the Son, but also that the punish-

ment will continue.” Newman & Nida, A Handbook on The Gospel of John. United Bible Societies, 1980,105-6, 
105. 
 

2. God loves you and wants eternal life for you starting now 3:16-17 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through him. John 3:16-17 

“It was the world that God loved. It was not a nation; it was not the good people; it was not only 

the people who loved him; it was the world. The unlovable and the unlovely, the lonely who have 

no one else to love them, the man who loves God and the man who never thinks of him, the man 

who rests in the love of God and the man who spurns it—all are included in this vast inclusive love 

of God.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: John, Vol. 1 Welch 1975 p. 138 

"According to John, eternal life is life which trusts that what Jesus Christ reveals about God is true.  

And what is revealed? That the world is ... the creation of God who gives to it and to us light and 

life; that God loves the world and comes to it in order to make possible a relationship described as 

being empowered to be children of God; that this relationship is one marked by grace and freedom; 

that worship and service are the appropriate responses to God's initiative; and that this relationship 

is a continuous and growing one, best described as 'abiding' in God. ... [T]he abundance of such a 

life does not wait until after the grave. ... He who believes in the Son has eternal life' (3:36). ... [T]

he transformation comes at the point of faith in Jesus Christ." Craddock Knox Preaching Guides: 

John Knox 1982 p. 34 
 

3. God loves you so much that He was willing to die for you 3:14-17 
 

4. The problem is  
a) that humans have been tried, judged and sentenced to death 3:16-18 

This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is 

why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and 

lasting life. God didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing 

finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Any-

one who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been un-

der the death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person's failure to be-

lieve in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him. The Message 3:16-18 

“Conversely, those who refuse to embrace the Son’s mission will perish. Since the word perish is 

the opposite of eternal life, to perish is to live in isolation and separation from the Father with all 

of its consequences…. 


