
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  

9:45am 

Sunday School  

11:15am 
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Pastor’s Office Hours: 

Monday to Thursday  
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Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—April 24, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                         Pastor Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                     

MB Mission Video    “Disciple Making International Philippines” 

Scripture Reading                     Colossians 1:1-29             

Message                          “A Superhuman Assignment”           Pastor Dyck  

Song of Response                                                                     Praise team 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer         

                                             

 

This Morning at Crossroads 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.  
Everyone is welcome.   
 
Nursery Care for ages 1-4 in the basement youth room. 
        
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am.  
         
Adult Sunday School class in the basement classroom.  

Networking class meets in the kitchen. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

 “
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness  
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. “ 

Colossians 1:13-14 



 
Tuesday, April 26 –The 101 Marion team invites you to join us this Tuesday at 
101 Marion in the main lobby at 7:30 p.m. Join us for hymn singing, conversation, 
and prayer. Please bring a plate of snack food to share with our 101 friends. 

 
Thursday, April 28—Quilting for MCC group meets at church at 10:00am. No skill 
required. Come for visiting if you don’t want to cut, iron or sew! 

 
Two weeks until Crossroads Annual Church Retreat at 
Camp Cedarwood! May 6-8! Plan to attend this relaxing, 
inspiring, family retreat. The registration and info brochures 
are available on the table by the mailboxes. Please regis-
ter TODAY! Paying next week or month is fine. Post-
dated cheques are welcome. Mark your offering envelope 
‘church retreat. Charitable donation receipts will be issued 
for retreat registrations. Questions? Ask Richard.  

 
Book Study- Wrongs to Rights- How Churches Can Engage the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples This book study will be a single 
event for discussion. The date is TBA, and will depend on availability of participants. 
To join or for more information contact Alinea. 
 

Summer in the Psalms with Steve Bell and Jamie Howison 
 Steve Bell is a well-known Winnipeg Christian singer/songwriter. Jamie 
Howison is Steve’s pastor at St. Benedict’s Table. In 2015 they collaborated in I Will 
Not Be Shaken:  Songwriter’s Journey Through the Psalms. It consists of a collec-
tion of the songs Steve has written that are based on a Biblical Psalm in the order in 
which he wrote those songs, a commentary by Jamie on each Psalm, and a note 
from Steve about the story behind the song. 
 This book and CD are (or will soon be) in our library. If you wish your own 
copy, they are for sale at McNally Robinson at $16.99 for each of the CD and book, 
total $33:98. 
 Each Sunday we’ll listen to a reading of the Psalm, and we’ll listen to 
Steve singing the Psalm. And then we’ll hear a reflection on that Psalm which 

draws on Steve Bell’s and Jamie Howison’s writing. 

 
MBCM, MB Mission, and MCC Manitoba are holding an event - “Connecting Points: 
Scripture and Indigenous Spirituality” on April 28-29. This is an opportunity for minis-
ters, leaders, and others to learn more about Indigenous culture, spirituality, and contex-
tualization. Interested? Email David at davidt@mbmission.org, or check out the 
MBCM.ca website for more on speakers, schedule, and registration. 
 
Grow Hope for Syria - Last year, Grow Hope farmers sponsored 204 acres of Man-
itoba farmland, raising up to $500,000 after government matching! Join them this 
year -- sign up to sponsor an acre this with your friends for $300 and watch your 
generosity turn into as much as $2,500 of emergency relief for people in Syria. Find 
out more at mccmanitoba.ca/growhope or by calling (204)261-6381.  
 
 

Crossroads Information CHAI (Christians Helping All Immigrants) Fundraising Banquet -Tuesday, May 
17 at 6:30pm at Calvary Temple.  
Chinese food; Speaker, Arley Loewen; video of Friday evening CHAI.  Crossroads 
Church supports the CHAI ministry financially and some Crossroads folk serve as 
board members and Friday evening CHAI volunteers.  Learn more about this ministry 
with newcomers to Canada and enjoy food and fellowship.  To register contact 
Grace, Ruth, Dan or Karen 
 
MCC Canada is accepting applications for the position of Senior Accountant.  For 
full job description or to apply, please visit http://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/
openings/senior-accountant-0. Position closes April 28, 2016.  
 
MCC summer positions - MCC Manitoba is accepting applications for two summer 
positions. Spend 14 weeks working with MCC's Migration and Resettlement program 
or facilitating literacy and gardening programs with Sam's Place. Apply by April 27. 
For more information, please visit mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings.  
 
World Refugee Day - We are in the midst of a global refugee crisis. June 20 is desig-
nated by the United Nations as World Refugee Day -- a day to commemorate the 
strength, courage and resilience of refugees around the world. Join in marking World 
Refugee Day by planning a worship service to listen, learn, pray, give and be inspired 
to offer hospitality and hope to refugees. MCC has resources available at http://
mcccanada.ca/stories/world-refugee-day.  
 
SpringFest 2016 - MCC's annual SpringFest is coming up on the weekend of May 27
-29. Join us at 134 Plaza Dr in Winnipeg for the quilt show and sale, plant sale, 
walkathon and BBQ lunch--all raising funds to support MCC partners in Uganda and 
South Sudan. More details are available at mccmanitoba.ca/springfest or by calling 
(204)261-6381.  
 
You’re invited to a Kindergarten Readiness Fair! Preschooler's love getting their 
hands into everythingOso let them! Visit the Kindergarten Readiness Fair, May 10 
at Winnipeg Mennonite Elementary & Middle Schools from 6-7pm. 
Let your little ones (and their imaginations) run wild as they explore activity stations, 
and experience a taste of being a “big kid”.  
WMEMS is a faith-based independent school, with a world of opportunity in each 
classroom. The Kinder Fair on May 10 will be held at our Ft. Garry campus located at 
26 Agassiz Drive, just off University Crescent near Pembina Highway. Call the school 
at 204-261-9637 or visit WMEMS.CA to learn more! 
 
Spring MDS Projects - MDS is currently scheduling weekly volunteers for the 
months of May, June, and July. If you are interested in serving with us, please call. 
We would love to have you serve with us! 
All weekly short-term volunteers call Alicia, (800) 241-8111 or e-mail 
ahurst@mds.mennonite.net. Canadian long-term volunteers call Evelyn, (866) 261-
1274, or e-mail epetersrojas@mds.mennonite.net 
 
 



Message Outline 
c) Live according to God’s plan for us 

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 

wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy 

of the Lord and please him in every way; bearing fruit in every good work, grow-

ing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his 

glorious might so you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful 

thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 

people in the kingdom of light. 1:9-12 Also 1:28. “The Jews had always been God’s 

chosen people, but now the door has been opened to all….” Barclay 111.  

 

This will require  

i) a growing relationship with God  

 

ii) The Holy Spirit guiding us in understanding our assignment 

 

iii) endurance, patience and superhuman strength 
 “Prayer begins by asking that we may be filled with an ever-growing 

knowledge of the will of God….We are trying not so much to make God listen to us as 

to make ourselves listen to him; we are trying not to persuade God to do what we want, 

but to find out what he wants us to do….This knowledge of God must be translated 

into our human situation….Paul…is praying that they may understand the great truths 

of Christianity and may be able to apply them to the tasks and decisions which meet 

them in everyday living….This knowledge of God’s will, and his wisdom and under-

standing, must issue in right conduct…..Prayer and action go hand in hand.” Barclay,  

Daily Study Bible: Philippians, Colossians and Thessalonians Welch 1975, 108-9 

 

3. Our assignment: 1:15-29 

a) Understand who Jesus is and how rescue happened 

 

i) He’s the creator God, keeps creation together and running 1:15-20  

 ...all things have been created through [Jesus] and for him 1:16 He existed before 

everything else began, and he holds all creation together 1:17, NLT  

 "...creation was created to be his and that in its worship and its love he might 

find his honour and his joy....'In him all things hold together.' this means that...during 

time as we know it, it is he who holds the world together. That is to say, all the laws by 

which this world is order and not chaos are an expression of the mind of the Son. The 

law of gravity and the rest, the laws by which the universe hangs together, are not only 

scientific laws but also divine. So, then, the Son is the beginning of creation, and the 

end of creation, and the power who holds creation together...." Barclay, 120 

 

ii) All can be reconciled to God because of Jesus’ death on the cross 1:19-20 
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of his blood on 

the cross 20NLT 

 "The object of his work is peace making - reconciling the orders of heaven and 

earth, which obviously means transforming life as it is normally understood." Hol-

laday,, 343 “…the reconciliation of God extends not only to all persons but to all crea-

tion, animate and inanimate. The vision of Paul was a universe in which not only the 

people but the very things were redeemed.” Barclay 123. 

 

Message continues next page... 

A Superhuman Assignment 

Colossians 1:1-29 

 

A. God made the physical universe – and it was very good 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Gen. 1:31 

 “Gnosticism…believed that spirit alone was good and that matter was essen-

tially evil.” 

 “It is clear that the false teachers of Colosse were tinged with Gnostic here-

sy.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Philippians, Colossians and Thessalonians Welch 

1975, 97, 99 
 

B. Human rebellion messed up every part of that creation 

Against its will, everything on earth was subjected go God's curse.  Romans 8:21 

NLT See Gen. 3 

 

C. God’s plan for fixing the problem: 1. Rescue humans through Jesus’ death 

on the cross, forgive their contribution to the mess, give them heavenly hope; 
1:1-14 

For [God] has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, 

and he has brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. God has purchased 

our freedom with his blood and has forgiven all our sins. 1:13-14, New Living 

Translation 1996 Also v. 20, 22 

“a) It meant a transference from darkness to light. Without God men grope and stum-

ble as if walking in the dark. They know not what to do; they know not where they 

are going….In Jesus Christ, God has given us a light by which to live and by which 

to die. B) It meant a transference from slavery to freedom. It was redemption, and 

that was the word used for eth emancipation of a slave….Without God men are 

slaves to their fears, to their sins and slaves to their own helplessness….c) It meant a 

transference from condemnation to forgiveness. d) It meant a transference from the 

power of Satan to the power of God.” Barclay 112.  

 

2. Humans’ role:  

a) trust Jesus really did save us 1:4-6, 21-23 

 

b) Love other Jesus followers 1:4, 8 

…we have heard that you trust in Christ Jesus and that you love all of God’s 

people. You do this because you are looking forward to the joys of heaven – as 

you have been ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News. This same 

Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is changing lives 

everywhere, just as it changed yours that very first day you head and under-

stood the truth about God’s great kindness to sinners. 1:4-6 New Living Transla-

tion1996   

“In this opening prayer, Paul first recalls the Colossians’ life in Christ and does so in 

terms of…their faith in Christ, that is, their conversion; their love for all the saints, 

probably their genuine sense of community and willingness to share their posses-

sions; and their eschatological hope, which gave them direction (vv. 4-5).” Holladay, 

Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year C Trinity 1994, 335 



Message Outline Continued 

 

b) Be Jesus’ body (He’s the head) 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church 

1:18 

 “Clearly though we’re not there yet. God’s plan is to reconcile ALL THINGS….

[O]ne glance at the newspaper confirms there’s a long way to go. So where do we find 

this new creation, the Kingdom of God? 

 “Believe it or not, it’s the church (v. 18). Collectively, we are the in-breaking 

presence of God’s new reality. Through the Spirit, God dwells in us in order to bring the 

grace and peace and hope of Christ to all creation, human and non-human. 

“Christ is the image of the invisible God (v. 15). Christ’s love and self-sacrifice 

on the cross show us the heart of God, His character, but, as we know, we are made in 

God’s image. We’re created to be like God, to imitate his servant heart, his self-giving 

character. Christ shows us what that looks like since ‘He is the head of the body, the 

church.” (v. 18)….Christian discipleship is allowing the Spirit to transform us to be like 

Christ…. 

“...Christ is reconciling all creation and, therefore, part of our vocation as Christ 

followers is to join him.” Rick Faw, “Christ, Creation, and Christian Mission”, Arocha 

Good Seed Sunday http://goodseedsunday.arocha.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/

sermon_christ-creation-mission.pdf 

 

c) Live the reconciliation in daily life 21-9 

 “Here the Colossian church is portrayed as the community of faith where recon-

ciliation has occurred. The focus is congregational: the ‘you’ of these verses refers to the 

‘saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae’ (1:2). This is worth noting, 

for we often tend to think of God’s work in Christ in terms of the church universal instead 

of the church local. And yet, here we are reminded that the divine drama takes concrete 

form within local congregations of believers, even though we all know how ordinary con-

gregational life can be. Like Christ’s own incarnation, the ordinary serves as the arena 

where the incarnation of the gospel occurs.” Holladay 343 

 “…it’s all too easy to succumb to yet another form of crushing legalism. The 

Good News here is that all of life is, or can be, an expression of worship, and yet, in 

grace, God doesn’t ask more of me that I can manage. Instead, Christ transforms my heart 

and my desires as I draw nearer to Him. 

 “…our Christian mission calls us to ‘incarnate’ or ‘to live out’ the reconciliation 

begun at Christ’s resurrection. As the bearers of God’s image and followers of Christ, we 

are to join the Spirit as we seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God to bring 

healing and restoration to all our distorted, broken relationships. 

 “Accordingly, this vocation – our worship – has three parts: 

1) …activities such as praising God, prayer and the study of Scripture; 

2) A social dimension that will involve, among other things, evangelism, feeding the hun-

gry, healing the sick, resisting injustice and alleviating suffering; [See Luke 9:1-6; Isaiah 

1:10-17] and 

3) Our Christian vocation, our worship, has an ecological dimension that may consist of 

everything from planting an herb garden and taking transit, to resisting consumerism and 

supporting endangered species legislation. 

“In other words, we live out the ecological dimension when we work with the 

Holy Spirit 

 to bring healing, restoration and peace to all of life, and bring the reconciliation of Christ 

to all aspects of His groaning creation, so that every creature may sing praise to God.” ” 

Faw 4 


