
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  

9:45am 

Sunday School  

11:15am 
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Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—May 22, 2016 
 
 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                         Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                                 

Local Focus                     Quilting for MCC Small Group 

Scripture Reading       John 8:1-11; Matthew 9:9-13; 21:28-22:14  

Message                                 “Jesus’ Welcome”                      Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                      

 

 

This Morning at Crossroads 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.  
Everyone is welcome.   
 
Nursery Care for ages 1-4 in the basement youth room. 
    
 
There will be no Sunday School Classes today. They will resume next 
Sunday, May 29 at 11:15am.             
 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  

John 3:16 



Trustee on duty today & this week: May 22-28: Craig  
Trustee on duty next Sunday: May 29-June 4: Stefan  

 
THIS Wednesday, May 25—Crossroads Annual General Membership 
Meeting at the church at 7:30pm. Reports are available on the table by 
the mailboxes.   
 
Thursday, May 26—Quilting for MCC group meets at church at 10:00am. 

No skill required. Come for visiting if you don’t want to cut, iron or sew! 
 
Crossroads Bridal Shower! You are invited to a Bridal Shower for Amy that will take 
place Sunday, June 12 right after church/SS at 12 noon. Everyone please bring finger 
food to share. If you would like to contribute to a group gift, please contact Alinea.  
 
If you have not paid yet for your church retreat registration, mark your offering enve-
lope ‘church retreat’. Post-dated cheques are welcome. Charitable donation receipts will be 
issued for retreat registrations.  
 
If you would like to bake muffins/cookies for Habitat for Humanity snack, please put it 
in the church white freezer at church before or on June 5. Contact Jean for info. 
 
Carol was mentioned in the latest issue of the MB Herald! Find Carol’s story in "What can 
we do?" on page 4 of the MB Herald or at http://mbherald.com/what-can-we-do/. 
 
Simonhouse Bible Camp—Last year was our second highest attendance ever (even with 
turning a few campers away because of lack of staff) and this year to date we are almost 
double the number of registrations from last year!  
Kids are lining up to have fun and hear about Jesus.  In fact I just received a message on 
Instagram from a girl who said that she has just begun her journey with the Lord.  She says 
she has no Bible but reads online.  She was wondering if it would be acceptable to attend 
not knowing much about Biblical and religious things.  I responded that 80% of our camp-
ers have little to no church involvement so she won't be out of place in the least and that 
we welcome her to a safe and caring environment to learn, and ask questions.  Oh and I 
mentioned that I've got a Bible here waiting for her. :) However, we have the least amount 
of staff at this time of the year then ever before.  We have 1 male and we need 
10.  With all that is going on in some of the northern reserves and communities where hope 
is so desperately needed, it makes me sick to think that we may need to turn away a signif-
icant number of campers due to a lack of staff.  
Specifically we need: 
- 4 male Counselors-In-Training (15 years old +) 
- 5 male Counselors (generally 17+ w/related experience) 
- 3 female Counselors (generally 17+ w/related experience) 
- 1 NLS Lifeguard (17 years +) 
- Nurses, Cooks, Maintenance (most do a week or two at a time)  
See www.simonhouse.ca  

Crossroads Information 
Our Daily Bread free devotional books for June/July/August are now available on the foyer 
window sill. 
 
You are invited to join a Blanket Exercises led by local Indigenous leaders and Settler 
allies in honour of the TRC and the continued work that needs to happen in order to see 
reconciliation in Canada. The Blanket Exercise is an interactive workshop that teaches the 
history of Canada from the Indigenous perspective. Come join us on the front steps of the 
legislative building on Saturday June 4, 2016 from 10am to 12pm, rain or shine. To learn 
more about the KAIROS Blanket Exercise visit www.kairosblanketexercise.org or con-
tact Ellen at ellenwood@mymts.net.  
 
Union Gospel Mission—Items needed in various ministries throughout the Mission. All 
donations can be brought to 320 Princess St: Travel mugs, Alarm clocks, Razors, HE 
Laundry detergent, Advil/Tylenol, Bandaids, Shampoo & conditioner (regular size), Travel 
size shampoo & soap 
 
Providence Breakfast in Winnipeg! Join us for a complimentary breakfast featuring Cam-
eron McKenzie, Prof/Academic Dean, speak on the topic of ‘Transforming our World One 
Leader at a Time’. Music by Justin and Lauren Saturday, June 25 at 10:00am at Norwood 
Hotel on Marion St. Please register before June 21 at prov.ca/breakfast or call Melissa at 
204-433-7488 ext. 252. 
 
Special event: Stories of courage from Palestine and Israel - Thursday, May 26, 7:30 
pm, Join us as recently returned MCC Palestine and Israel representatives Daniel Bergen 
and Joanna Hiebert Bergen share their experience through the stories of five courageous 
people they grew to know and love. Sam's Place, 159 Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg.  
 
SpringFest 2016 - MCC's annual SpringFest is coming up on the weekend of May 27-29. 
Join us at 134 Plaza Dr in Winnipeg for the quilt show and sale, plant sale, walkathon and 
BBQ lunch--all raising funds to support MCC partners in Uganda and South Sudan. More 
details are available at http://mccmanitoba.ca/springfest or by calling 204-261-6381.  
 
Free workshop: "Supporting Refugees who have Experienced Trauma" - We would 
like to invite you to attend this workshop if you would like to learn more about the impact of 
trauma and how to support refugees who may be dealing with it. This is a free workshop. 
Beverages and mid morning snack will be included. Saturday, June 11, 2016, 9:30 am - 
1:00 pm. Regional Connections, 725 Main St., Winkler. Please register before Monday, 
June 6 by email: meronmekonnengeberu@mccmb.ca, or phone: 204-925-1910. 
 
MDS monitoring Alberta fires -Update—As the fires subside and the smoke clears from 
Fort McMurray, Alberta, the devastation is becoming apparent. Some 2,400 buildings have 
been destroyed, almost 10 percent of the structures in the community are gone. Tens of 
thousands of residents evacuated last week are waiting to return. Those ready to assist in 
cleaning and rebuilding the community are waiting as well. 
The response to the Alberta Fires has resulted in a groundswell of financial gifts from 
across Canada and the United States to MDS as well as many other disaster response 
agencies. For this MDS is grateful and blessed. 
Still, it remains too early to know the specific nature of the MDS response. We will focus on 
cleanup, repair, and rebuilding. We will update the website as information is available. Our 
contact info is 6A – 1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB, R3T4J6, phone: 1-866 261-1274.  

 

 



Message Outline 

Jesus' Welcome 

John 8:1-11; Matthew 9:9-13; 21:28-22:14  
 

1. Sin is deadly, everybody's got it, and only Jesus can solve the problem 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's 

one and only Son John 3:16-18. “...those who refuse to embrace the Son’s mission 

will perish. Since the word perish is the opposite of eternal life, to perish is to live 

in isolation and separation from the Father with all of its consequences….Here, con-

demnation…is regarded as a present reality for those who refuse to believe in the 

only Son of God (3:18).” Bystrom, God Among Us Kindred 2003, 69  
 

2. If you judge someone, Jesus wants you to think about your own sin 
8:3-7 
If a man commits adultery with another man's wife - with the wife of his neigh-

bor - both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death. Leviticus 

20:10 (Deuteronomy 22:22) “It should be noted that, contrary to the Law of Mo-

ses..., only the woman was brought to trial....In the ancient world the woman was 

looked upon as the property of her husband, and so originally the basic sin in adul-

tery was the sin against the woman's husband. Her sin was that she had allowed her-

self to be used by another man." Newman & Nida, A Handbook on the Gospel of 

John UBS 1980, 259. Mt 18:15-20 

 

3. Jesus welcomes you no matter what you've done See also Luke 23:43 

 

4. Because your sin is killing you, Jesus also says, "Stop it!" 
'Then neither do I condemn you,' Jesus declared. 'Go now and leave your life 

of sin.' 8:11 

 "The amazing, heart-uplifting thing about [Jesus] was his belief in men and 

women. When he was confronted with someone who had gone wrong, he did not 

say: 'You are a wretched and a hopeless creature.' He said: 'Go, and sin no more.' He 

believed that with his help the sinner has it in him to become the saint. His method 

was not to blast men with the knowledge which they already possessed - that they 

were miserable sinners, but to inspire them with the unglimpsed discovery that they 

were potential saints." Barclay, Daily Study Bible: John, Vol. 2 Revised Edition 

Welch1975, 8-9. 

 

5. Jesus loves you enough to meet you where you are Matthew 9:9-13 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us John 1:14 Also Reve-

lation 3:20 

“Matthew was…a customs official in the service of Herod…[and his occupation 

was]despised as unpatriotic…quite apart from the extortion which was an inevitable 

result of the economic system…. That this popular ‘Rabbi’ (cf. 8:18) should take the  

 

initiative in calling an outcast to be his disciple was a sign of acceptance….Jesus [v. 

10] was prepared to sit at table with sinners….To share a meal was a sign of intimacy, 

and Jesus’ notorious willingness thus to identify himself with the undesirable is a 

prominent feature of the Gospel portrait (see especially Lk. 15:1-2; 19:1-10)….From 

the Pharisaic point of view Jesus was undoubtedly in the wrong, as their question [v. 

11] implies….The difference between Jesus and the Pharisees lies in their conception 

of priorities in the will of God: for the Pharisees the first priority is obedience to regula-

tions, for Jesus a mission to people. A healer must get his hands dirty….Jesus reverses 

the standards of formal religion, and invites only the disqualified.” France, Tyndale: 

Matthew Eerdmans 1985 167-8. 

 "Jesus socialized with the powerful for the same reason – they, too, were bro-

ken by sin and in grave spiritual danger (Mt. 8:10-12). “Though it pains me to admit it, 

in many of his parables and off-the-cuff comments, Jesus loved to contrast the innocent 

virtues of ‘sinners’ with the virtues-become-vices of the Pharisees. Many a Pharisee 

invited Jesus to dinner, only to regret the invitation the minute Jesus went on the attack 

during the dinnertime conversation. 

 “A warning: Jesus can have the same effect on you if you invite him to dine at 

your table or if you accept an evening at his. He is an uncomfortable guest and an even 

more abrasive host. I say that as a religious official who knows lots of Scripture. The 

Pharisee is me.” Willimon 41. 

 

6. To Jesus,  

a) everyone has equal value 
There was a man who had two sons Matthew 21:28 "[This parable is] concerned 

with the question of who is really acceptable to God, who are his true people…. 

"[The story]’s application is to the contrast between you (the chief priests and 

elders, v. 23) and the tax collectors and the harlots, those whom they most despised 

and regarded as furthest from pleasing God....the leaders' failure was not merely in 

terms of moral and religious sincerity, but in the fact that they, the leaders of God's 

people, had failed to recognize and welcome God's saving action in the ministry of 

Jesus, to which the outcasts had eagerly responded....[E]ven when they saw how the 

tax collectors and prostitutes were changed by his message, even this was not enough 

to convince them." France 306-7 

 

b) everyone has the same need - the rescue only Jesus can give 
'Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, 

and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And 

even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him 21:31-32. 

 "They did not believe the truth about themselves and the truth about God. 

Those who do believe, regardless of past behavior, enter the kingdom of God first." 

Craddock, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year A Trinity 1992, 458 

 "Repent The root meaning...is 'turn away from sin....Repent...does not mean 

simply...'to regret,' but rather involves a change of both attitude...and conduct." New-

man & Stine A Handbook on the Gospel of Matthew UBS 1988, 58 

 

Message outline continued next page... 



Message Outline continued 
 

7. Jesus wants results (fruit) from your life; namely 21:33-46 
 "Verse 43 makes it clear that the subject is not a vineyard but the kingdom 

of God....[T]he issue is God and the people of God....[This allegory] clearly is refer-

ring to the rejection of the prophets, the killing of Jesus, the punishment of the ten-

ants (destruction of Jerusalem), and the transfer of the vineyard to the Gentiles." 

Craddock 466-7 

 

a) show by your life your dependency on God 21:33-36  

 

b) Honour Jesus, God's Son 21:37 
 

8. If people fail to produce the fruit God seeks, God moves on and uses 

others as His representatives  
21:43 God will take his community away from you and give it to those who obey 

Him 21:43 translation quoted in Newman 669 

 

9. While Jesus welcomes everyone, He expects the same fruit of the new-

comers; namely, a surrendered life following Jesus* 22:1-14 
 “Kings would sometimes give banquets for their subjects and invite them 

all, regardless of status, providing suitable clothing for those unable to afford it. 

Therefore the one not wearing what the king had provided was without excuse.” 

Stern, Jewish New Testament Commentary JNTP 1996, 64 

 "[This again is] an allegory....Matthew is not talking of a banquet and guests 

but of God, the kingdom, Jews, Gentiles, and the demands of the kingdom life.... 

 Mathew is not being subtle at all; the man lands not in the street but in 

hell....Matthew calls attention to the final judgment...And what is the basis of judg-

ment: it is not simply whether one says yes or no to the invitation....All are invited, 

both bad and good. But just because all are invited does not mean there are no stand-

ards, no expectations of the guests. A wedding garment (kingdom talk for new life, 

righteous conduct) is expected....Matthew apparently is addressing a church that had 

lost the distinction between accepting all persons and condoning all behavior." 

Craddock 474-5 *"[I]n Matthew's context the wedding garment must symbolize '[do-

ing] the will of my Father in heaven' (7:21), having 'a righteousness [that] exceeds 

that of the scribes and Pharisees' (5:20), producing 'the fruits of the king-

dom' (21:43). All are expressions to identify the consistency between speech and 

life, words and deeds, that is appropriate for those who call Jesus 'Lord.' The gar-

ment represents authentic discipleship..." Cousar Texts for Preaching: Year A West-

minster John Knox 1995, 523-4 

 “[T]he wedding garment symbolizes the righteousness with which true 

disciples are clothed (cf. Isaiah 61:10; Romans 13:14; Colossians 3:10, 12-14; Reve-

lation 19:8), without which one cannot inhabit God’s kingdom (Matthew 5:20). 

“According to Matthew, then, there are two ways persons can lose the op-

portunity to eat at God’s table. One way is to snub the invitation (vv. 1-8). The other 

is to take the invitation for granted and fail to live as those who truly hunger for 

God’s righteousness (vv. 9-14). Either way, the loss is incalculable.” Gardner, Be-

lievers Church Bible Commentary: Matthew Herald 1991 323. 


