
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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Tuesday to Friday 

Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—July 3, 2016 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                               

Psalm 23                                                                      Steve Bell recording 

Scripture Reading             Psalm 23                                   

Message                           “I’m Safe”                                         Marvin Dyck 

Communion                                         

The Apostles Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pray–ers                                                 

 

 Everyone is welcome to enjoy snacks  

and visiting on the front lawn  

following this morning’s service! 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.        
Everyone is welcome. 
 

No scheduled nursery workers today.     Next Sunday: Neufeld, Koslowsky 

 

No Sunday School classes today. They will resume September 11, 2016. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

This Morning at Crossroads 

“
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.“ 

Psalm 23:1-3 



Please sign-up on the Summer Snack Schedule which is posted on the bulletin board 
in the foyer. There are open spots on July 31 and most August Sundays. 
 
The July 10 bulletin will be printed tomorrow, July 4–so if you have any announce-
ments that you would like included, please email it to Karis by tomorrow morning, July 4.  
 
Drought in Ethiopia - Ethiopia is experiencing its worst drought in 30 years. More than 10 
million people – including six million children – need immediate food assistance. MCC is 
working with partners in drought-prone areas by assisting with food, caring for livestock, 
and improving water supplies. Support our response today - call (204) 261-6381 or visit 
http://mccmanitoba.ca/EthDrought  
 
Children's reading program - Sam's Place is again offering a children's reading program 
this summer! This free program is located at 159 Henderson Hwy and will run all summer 
from 10-11:30 am starting July 4th. From Monday through Thursday children ages 5-12 
participate in games and activities based on books. To register or receive more infor-
mation, contact Amelia at ameliawarkentin@mccmb.ca 
 
Please join the Canadian Conference of MB Churches’ Gathering 2016 by watching online 
at www.GMMiTV.com on Wednesday, July 6 at 7:00 pm (EDT) and Friday, July 8 at 7:00 
pm (EDT). For more information about Gathering 2016 visit Gather-
ing2016.MennoniteBrethren.ca 
 
MDS Opportunity for Families (children of all ages welcome) - Sign up for a Family Pro-
ject this summer at Camp Assiniboia (Manitoba) or Camp Silver Lake (Ontario). All ages 
are welcome! Families work together to build cabins and other camp structures, with age 
appropriate work wherever possible. Both projects run Jul. 17-Aug. 12, with groups serving 
for one week at a time. For more information or to sign up, call Evelyn at (866) 261-1274 or 
e-mail epetersrojas@mds.mennonite.net 
 
Hosts needed - MCC Manitoba is seeking host families for participants in IVEP (MCC's 
International Volunteer Exchange Program) for an 11-month period beginning in Septem-
ber. Host families are needed for two young men from Chad and Ethiopia who will be 
based in Winnipeg. For more information, please contact Katie at 204-925-1929 or katie-
froese@mccmb.ca   
 
Union Gospel Mission employment needs: 
- Family Ministries Associate 
- Children's Ministry Leader 
- Casual Van Driver / Warehouse Worker 
- Casual Cook 
See www.gospelmission.ca 
 
2nd annual Eden’s East-side Road Ride cycling event! Saturday, Aug. 27. Ride your 
bike 80 kms from La Broquerie to Woodridge and back in support of mental health recover. 
$25 registration includes full ride support. Register at 222.edenhealthcare.ca or call 204-
325-5355. 
 
14th annual Head for the Hills bike event, Saturday, Sept 10. Ride your bike 36 kms of 
the Pembina escarpment in support of mental health recover. $25 registration includes full 
ride support. Register at www.edenhealthcare.ca. 
 
 

Crossroads Information 
An Mennonite Disaster Service team made their first visit to the Fort McMurray, Al-
berta, fire area June 19 – 21. Representatives from the Region V office in Winnipeg and 
MDS Alberta Unit travelled to northern Alberta to launch the investigation stage of the MDS 
disaster response. 
During the visit, MDS staff, together with two staff from Mennonite Central Committee, 
toured areas destroyed by the fire, met with community members, government officials and 
religious leaders, and discussed disaster recovery needs. 
“MDS is prepared to assist with the rebuilding process”, said Ross Penner, MDS Region V 
Operations Director. Noting that potential volunteer lodging and building logistics has been 
explored and discussed, the timeline and details of involvement have not yet been deter-
mined, he said. 
 
Manitoba Student Awards - Apply today if you're interested in work that aligns with MCC 
Manitoba’s areas of focus (like peace, restorative justice, human rights, servant leadership, 
and sustainable development). For more information and to apply, visit http://
mccmanitoba.ca/studentawards 



Message Outline 
b) God guides me on the right path - my decision to follow or not 

affects His reputation 23:3 
He guides me along the right paths, bringing honor to his name. 23:3, New Liv-

ing 1996 

 "[T]he paths of righteousness...mean 'the right paths', but have...a demand-

ing moral content for the human flock...whose ways will either shame or vindicate 

their Shepherd's good name. Ezekiel 36:22-32 draws out this searching implication 

of the phrase for his name's sake but adds the corollary that, to uphold that name, 

God will make new men of us, whose ways will be His own." Kidner 110  

'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, people of Israel, 

that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you 

have profaned….For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from 

all the countries and bring you back into your own land....I will cleanse you 

from all your impurities and all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit in you. Ezekiel 36:22-6 “As a shepherd he has a…reputation based on a 

dependable record.” Rhodes 52 

 

c) God is especially near when I am in the greatest danger 
 "The dark valley, or ravine, is as truly one of His 'right paths' as are the 

green pastures - a fact that takes much of the sting out of any ordeal. And His pres-

ence overcomes the worst thing that remains: the fear. Shadow of death [can] include 

other crises besides the final one. 

 "...Thou, at this point of danger, replaces the more distant 'He', in a person-to

-person address; for the Shepherd is no longer ahead, to lead, but alongside to escort. 

In times of need, companionship is good and He is armed. The rod (a cudgel [short 

heavy club (Webster's Ninth New collegiate Dictionary Merriam Webster 1984] worn 

at the belt) and staff (to walk with, and to round up the flock) were the shepherd's 

weapon and implement: the former for defence..., the latter for control....[O]nly the 

Lord can lead a man through death; all other guides turn back, and the traveller must 

go on alone." Kidner 110-111  
"The psalm...finally evokes...a sense of the steadfastness of faith in a God who is 

faithful even in the darkness." Howison, I Will Not Be Shaken Signpost 2015, 33 

 

d) God turns my scary times into times of victory 23:5, Kidner 111-

112 
"It is one thing to survive a threat, as in verse 4; quite another to turn it into tri-

umph....[[S]ince the enemy is never taken lightly in Scripture, except by 

a...Belshazzar, it...probably anticipates a victory celebration, where the enemies are 

present as captives; or an accession feast with defeated rivals as reluctant guests." 

Kidner  111-112  

 

e) God's love and goodness will run after me 23:6 
"[Your goodness and love suggest] the steady kindness and support that one can 

count on in the family or between firm friends....[T]o follow does not mean here to 

bring up the rear but to pursue, as surely as His judgments pursue the wicked 

(83:15)." Kidner 112 As fire consumes the forest...so pursue [Your enemies] with 

your tempest.... Psalm 83:15 "In the prayers for help, it is the enemies who pursue." 

Mays 118 

Message outline continued next page... 

I'm safe 

Psalm 23 
 

Steve Bell's story behind the song: A lovely melody formed - but Steve had no 

lyrics to marry with it. After playing the melody for weeks, it suddenly hit him that 

Psalm 23 belonged here. 

 

1. God cares about me and for me. I don’t need anything 23:1-2 
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 23:1 

 “God is often referred to directly or indirectly as the shepherd of Israel 

(74:1; 77:20.....) but infrequently as the shepherd of an individual (Genesis 48:15). 

This Psalm is, therefore, all the more remarkable for its emphasis upon God's care 

of an individual sheep." Rhodes, Layman's Bible Commentaries: Psalms SCM 

1961, 52 Israel [Jacob]...blessed Joseph and said, 'May the God before whom 

my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully, the God who has been my 

shepherd all my life to this day.... Genesis 28:15 

 "In the word shepherd, David uses the most...intimate metaphor yet en-

countered in the Psalms, preferring usually the more distant 'king' or 'deliverer', or 

the impersonal 'rock', 'shield', etc.' whereas the shepherd lives with his flock and is 

everything to it; guide, physician and protector." Kidner, Tyndale Old Testament 

Commentaries: Psalms 1-72 Inter-Varsity 1971, 109-110. 

 "The psalm has been composed as an exposition of its opening line. The 

line makes a positive and a negative statement….The body of the psalm completes 

the sentence, ‘I do not lack….’ It does not leave those who say it to fill it out with 

what they want out of their own subjective wills. It has its own agenda of what the 

LORD does to fulfill one’s needs." Mays, Interpretation: Psalms John Knox 1994, 

116 (Outline patterned after Mays’ analysis” 

 

a) God goes looking for me when I stray - and refreshes me too! 
23:3 
And now the LORD says - he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to 

bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself... Isaiah 49:5 

Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting 

and weeping and mourning.' Joel 2:12 

Like a snow-cooled drink at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to the 

one who sends him; he refreshes the spirit of his master. Proverbs 25:13 

 "He restores my soul...may picture the straying sheep brought back, as in 

Isaiah 49:5...which use[s] the same verb,...[which often means] 'repent' or 'be con-

verted' (e.g. Hosea 14:1f.; Joel 2:12).... On the other hand, my soul usually means 

'my life' or 'myself'; and 'restore' often has a physical or psychological sense, as in 

Isaiah 58:12, or...Proverbs 25:13, Lamentations 1:11, 16, 19. In our context the 

two senses evidently interact, so that the retrieving or reviving of the sheep pic-

tures the deeper renewal of the man of God, spiritually perverse or ailing as he 

may be." Kidner 110. 

 



Message Outline continued 

 
 

2. Jesus is our Good Shepherd: 

 

a) dying for us so that we can live 
“In the Christian rereading of the psalm, Jesus, as the shepherd in David's place, is 

the one who restores our souls, leads us in the paths of righteousness, accompanies 

us through danger, spreads the holy supper before us in the presence of sin and 

death, and pursues us in his gracious love all the days of our lives." Mays 119 

Jesus said, 'I am the good shepherd. the good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. Jn 10:14 

Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 

me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die.' John 11:25-26 

 

b) seeking each of us Luke 15:1-7 
 "Perhaps in an indirect way the psalm prepares for the story of the shep-

herd who does leave the flock to go on a search for one lost sheep (Luke 15:4).” 

Mays 119 

 

 


