
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—September 4, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                      Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                         Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                               

Scripture Reading            Colossians 3:1-17, 22-4:1                

Message                                                                                   Marvin Dyck 

          “Working Like a Slave: The Jesus Follower in the Workplace” 

Communion                                           

Song of Response 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                         

 
 

Everyone is welcome to enjoy snacks and visiting  
following this morning’s service! 

 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers Sept 11: Piche, Koslowsky       

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,  
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and  

patience. 
 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
 
And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  
Colossians 3:12-14 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Sept 4-10—Craig  
Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Sept. 11-17—Stefan  
 
Tuesday, Sept 6—The young adult (College & Career) small group meets bi-
weekly on Tuesday nights at 7:00pm. Anyone who feels like they fit into that 
category is welcome to come for fellowship and Bible studies. Contact Stefan at 
204-998-2457 re location. 
 
Thursday, Sept 8 – Quilting for MCC group meets at church from 10:00am to 
noon. No experience or skill necessary!  
 
Next Sunday, September 11—Kick-off Sunday! 

11:15am—Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult  
12:00 noon—Pizza Lunch in the sanctuary - A donation basket 
will be available on the pizza table if you would like to help cover 
the cost of the pizza.  (non-receiptable) 
 

Sojourners Small group meets Thursday September 15 at Bergen ‘s home.  
 
School is starting soon, and so is Sunday School! We are in need of at least 
one part-time teacher. There are four classes- 2-3-year-olds, 4-5-year-olds, 
School Age, and Youth (youth just 1 Sunday per month). If you are interested in 
teaching any of those classes, the current teachers will move around to accommo-
date your preferences. Contact Alinea for more information. 
 
Crossroads Movie Event! Come to Crossroads on September 24th at 3:00 PM 
for popcorn and a movie. We'll be watching Up, a Pixar movie about an elderly 
man and a young boy who go on a surprising adventure and learn important les-
sons about love and friendship along the way.  
 
Classes for those considering baptism and church membership begin next 
Sunday, September 18, 11:15 a.m. in the kitchen.  
 
The Crossroads fall banquet is coming up Saturday, October 15! This year’s 
speaker is Tim Hague, winner of the 2013 Amazing Race (Canada) while suffering 
from Parkinson’s. A musical group from Steinbach Bible College is also on the 
program. 
 
The hospitality committee thanks everyone who provided snacks after our 
Sunday morning services this summer. The snacks were enjoyed by all and en-
hanced our community. 
 
 
 

Crossroads Information If you do not currently receive Crossroads prayer requests from Marvin through 
the church office, and would like to be on the prayer email list, please contact Karis  
 
If you do not currently receive weekly info emails from the church office and 
would like to be included, please contact Karis. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional books for Sept/Oct/Nov is available on the window 
sill in the foyer. 
 
Brandon MCC Relief Sale - Join us on Saturday, September 24 for the 32nd Annual 
Brandon MCC Relief Sale at the Keystone Centre. For more information visit http://
mccmb.ca/brandon-relief-sale and save the date! 
 
Peace Sunday resource - MCC invites congregations to join us in observing Peace 
Sunday on November 6. This year our Peace Sunday packet focuses on the theme of 
women as peacebuilders. To access this resource visit http://mcccanada.ca/peace-
sunday-2016 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service employment opportunities: 
MDS has two positions immediately available at its Winnipeg Office.  
Position 1: Administrative Assistant, Full time (40 hr/wk) 
Position 2: Accounting Bookkeeper, 0.7 (28 hr/wk -schedule flexible) 
For complete job descriptions and instructions on how to apply go to: 
www.mds.mennonite.net/who-we-are/employment/.  Deadline to apply: Sept 14, 2016 
 
Praise God for this summer’s Mennonite Disaster Service project at Camp Assini-
boia, where four all-season cabins were built! The MDS FAMILY PROJECT involved 
23 families (41 children), 12 individuals and 3 camp staff. The cabin exteriors are com-
plete, but interior drywall, mudding & painting, wainscoting, floors, washrooms and 
kitchenettes need volunteers to finish before October 30, when they’re booked!! Vol-
unteers, whether from MDS, Manitoba Churches, or as individuals are encouraged to 
call Peter, Camp Maintenance Director, at 1-204-451-0867, to arrange a suitable 
work schedule… Serving in Jesus’ name! 
 
Is God calling you to make a difference in the world? This is your opportunity. The 
School of Leadership (SOL, formerly School of Urban Leadership) is registering 
new students for the SelfAwareness and Spiritual Formation for Leaders mod-
ule. Classes will be held at 83 Henderson Highway on Monday and Wednesday eve-
nings, 7- 9:30 pm, Sep 12–Oct 7. Facilitated by José-Luis Moraga and others, this 
class teaches students to embrace their story, and identify their role in leading others 
into a better understanding of God. For more information, please to contact José-Luis 
at jose@mbcm.ca or 204.669.6575 ext. 220, or visit www.soulwinnipeg.com   
 
“Mennonites, Land and the Environment: A Global History Conference” at U. of 
Wpg on Oct 28 & 29. See poster and brochures on the bulletin board.  
See www.Mennonitestudies.uwinnipeg.ca/events. 



Message Outline  
2. My baptism is a reminder that I died, and Jesus is now my life 3:1
-4  
Let heaven fill your thoughts. 3:2 New Living Translation Christ … is your life 3:4 
“The point Paul is making here is this. In baptism the Christian dies and rises again.  
As the waters close over him, it is as if he was buried in death; as he emerges from the 
waters, it is like being resurrected to a new life. Now, if that is so, the Christian must 
rise from baptism a different man. Wherein is the difference? It lies in the fact that … 
from now on the Christian will view everything against the background of eternity and 
no longer live as if this world was all that mattered.” Barclay 147. See 2:12 
 

3. Kill what should therefore be dead (5-7) and take off the filthy 
clothes (8-11) 
and that means killing off everything connected with that way of death: sexual 
promiscuity, impurity, lust, doing whatever you feel like whenever you feel like it, 
and grabbing whatever attracts your fancy. That’s a life shaped by things and 
feelings instead of by God. 3:5 The Message. “In the ancient world sexual relation-
ships before marriage and outside marriage were the normal and accepted practice. 
The sexual appetite was regarded as a thing to be gratified, not to be controlled.” Bar-
clay 150-151. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: 
anger, rage, malice slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to one 
another….Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 3:8-11 “In verse 8 
Paul says that there are certain things of which the Colossians must strip themselves. 
The word he uses is the word for putting off clothes.” Barclay 152 “[W]ithin the com-
munity of the new creation – ‘in Christ’ - these barriers [race, religion, culture, slave-
free] were irrelevant; indeed, they had no existence.” “Perhaps in this way the gospel 
made its deepest impression on the pagan world. A slave might be a leader in a Chris-
tian church by virtue of his spiritual stature and ability, and freeborn members of the 
church would humbly and gratefully accept his direction.”  Bruce, New International 
Commentary on the New Testament: Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians Eerdmans 
1984, 148-9, 150-151. “If Paul insists (the first person in history to do so) on the es-
sential equality of the sexes, he is downright rabid on the subject of economic equality. 
He is not so unrealistic as to expect that all members of the community should have 
the same income, but he will have no part of treating anyone according to income.” 
Cahill, Desire of the Everlasting Hills Doubleday 1999, 142 
 

4. You’re God’s chosen people. Let your clothing make a statement 
3:12-16  
“Paul begins by addressing the Colossians as chosen of God, dedicated and beloved. 
The significant thing is that every one of these three words originally belonged, as it 
were, to the Jews. They were the chosen people; they were the dedicated nation; they 
were the beloved of God. Paul takes these three precious words which had once been 
the possession of Israel and gives them to the Gentiles.” Barclay 156-7 So, chosen by 
God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: com-
passion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content 
with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely 
as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s 
your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it. 3:12-14 The Message  “… 
every one of the graces listed has to do with personal relationships between man and 
man. There is no mention of virtues like efficiency or cleverness, not even of diligence 
or industry – not that these things are unimportant. But the great basic Christian virtues 
are those which govern human relationships. Christianity is community.” Barclay 157 
 
Outline continued next page... 

Working like a Slave: The Jesus Follower in the Workplace 
Colossians 3:1-17, 22-4:1 

 
“For Greeks and Romans alike, a slave in law was not a person but a piece of prop-
erty.” Bruce 150 
 

1. Understand how the world works: a) Jesus is God in human 
form 1:15 
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God 1:15 New Living Translation 
1996 
 

b) Jesus made everything and He keeps it running 1:16-17 
Christ is the one through whom God crated everything in heaven and 
earth....Everything has been created through him and for him. He existed be-
fore everything else began, and he holds all creation together. 1:16-17, New 
Living 1996   
"This means that...during time as we know it, it is he who holds the world together. 
That is to say, all the laws by which this world is order and not chaos are an expres-
sion of the mind of the Son. The law of gravity and the rest, the laws by which the 
universe hangs together, are not only scientific laws but also divine." Barclay, Dai-
ly Study Bible: Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians Welch 1975, 120  
 

c) Jesus owns everything 1:17 
 "That is to say, creation was created to be his and that in its worship and its 
love he might find his honour and his joy." Barclay 120 
 

d) Jesus is the Christian's head, or source of guidance 1:18, 2:3 
And he is the head of the body, the church.... 1:18 He is the key that opens all 
the hidden treasures of God's wisdom and knowledge. Good News 2:3 
"[H]umanly speaking, the body is the servant of the head and is powerless without 
it. So Jesus Christ is the guiding spirit of the Church; it is at his bidding that the 
Church must live and move. Without him the church cannot think the truth, cannot 
act correctly, cannot decide its direction." Barclay 121. 
 

e) Evil behaviour separates humans from God, sentencing them 
to death 1:21, 2:13 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because 
of your evil behavior....When you were dead in your sins.... 1:21, 2:13 
 

f) God became human and died so we could be reconciled with 
God 1:19-20 
God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and by him God reconciled 
everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 
by means of his blood on the cross. 1:19-20, New Living 1996   



Message outline continued  

 5. Do every action as Jesus’ representative 3:17  
And whatever you do or say, let it be as a representative of the Lord Jesus, all 
the while giving thanks through him to God the Father. 3:17 New Living Trans-
lation   
 

6. Your attitude to your boss (slave owner) should be willing obe-
dience because 
 “Paul then turns to the…relationship between slave and master….He insists 
that the slave must be a conscientious workman. He is in effect saying that his 
Christianity must make him a better and more efficient slave. Christianity never in 
this world offers escape from hard work; it makes a man able to work still harder. 
Nor does it offer a man escape from difficult situations; it enables him to meet these 
situations better.” Barclay 164-5 
 

a) of your relationship with God 
…obey…your earthly masters…because of your reverence for the Lord and as 
a sincere expression of your devotion to Him. 3:22, Amplified 
Aside: Does this mean that Paul says slavery is OK? No! 
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of human beings. 1 Corinthi-
ans 7:23 
 “Philemon…was evidently living in Colossae (…Col. 4:9).” “What the let-
ter to Philemon does is to bring the institution [of slavery] into an atmosphere where 
it could only wither and die. Where master and slave were united in affection as 
brothers in Christ, formal emancipation would be but a matter of…the legal confir-
mation of their new relationship.” Bruce 197-198, 206  
 

b) the inheritance you’ll receive from God 
“Under Roman law a slave could not possess any property whatsoever and here he is 
being promised nothing less than the inheritance of God. He must remember that the 
time will come when the balance is adjusted and evil=-doing will find its punish-
ment and faithful diligence its reward.” Barclay 165 
 

c) your real boss is Jesus 3:24 
 The greatest gift we can give is to work for Jesus, not humans. If Jesus is 
your boss, you already have a promotion – you’re seated with Jesus in the heavens 
(Ephesians 2:6). Jess Vanderstelt, “SOMA” June 12-13 2015, fort Garry Mennonite 
Brethren Church 
      “Philemon almost certainly freed Onesimus, sending him back to Ephesus to 
work with Paul – how could he not?...Onesiumus is likely to have been in his late 
teens or early twenties at the time of Paul’s letter; and we know that at the beginning 
of the second century the name of the bishop of Ephesus, who is credited with mak-
ing the first collection of Paul’s letters, was – Onesimus.” Cahill 237 
 


