
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday, October 9, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering* 

Children’s Feature                                                                

Global Focus          Refugee & Immigration Assistance update     

Scripture Reading               Isaiah 40:1-41:20                          

Message                                                                                    Marvin Dyck 

        “For What Can You Give Thanks When You’ve Lost Everything?”  

Song of Response                                                                    Praise Team 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      Marvin Dyck 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                

 

*Mark your envelopes “Thanksgiving Offering” to designate your gift to 
ICOMB (International Community of Mennonite Brethren) to support an inter-
national delegate’s attendance at an MB Mission and ICOMB Mission & Pray-
er Consultation in Thailand in early March, 2017.  
 
 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers today: Koslowsky, Piché        Workers Oct 16: Janessa, Betty  
No Sunday School classes today due to the Long Weekend. They re-
sume next Sunday morning at 11:15am. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. 
    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you. 
    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.  

Isaiah 41:10 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Oct 9-15—Craig  
Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Oct 16-22: Stefan B 
 
Thursday, Oct 13 – Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am to 
noon. No experience or skill necessary!  
 
Saturday, Oct. 15—Crossroads’ Annual Fall Banquet at 5:30 pm. We will 
gather here at Crossroads for a celebration through eating, sharing, and 
inspiring music. Our speaker will be Tim Hague, winner of the 2013 Amazing 
Race Canada while suffering from Parkinson’s, and the Steinbach Bible College 
5 person musical group will be providing special music. Please sign up your-
self and your guests if you plan to attend so we know how many to expect. 
And also sign up to help out with the many small jobs for making the ban-
quet a success. You will not need to bring food this year, but there are still 
many things that need to be done. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board in 
the foyer. Deadline to sign up is TODAY!! 
 
Did you receive a donation statement from Crossroads last month? Your 
name on your charitable donation receipt from Crossroads needs to match your 
exact name on your income tax return. Generally first name and middle initial. If 
it does not, please email the correction to office@crossroadsmb.ca to update our 
records.  
 
Hurricane Matthew - Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) welcomes donations 
of money for its disaster response in Haiti, where people are suffering the effects 
of Hurricane Matthew, which crossed the country Oct. 4. Matthew's high winds 
and extensive flooding caused significant damage and increased already height-
ened cholera concerns in the Artibonite Valley, where MCC's long-term refor-
estation program operates. To donate, visit http://mccmb.ca/hurricane-matthew; 
call 1-888-622-6337 or send a cheque to MCC,134 Plaza Dr, Winnipeg, MB R3T 
5K9.  
 

Ministry Opportunity: CHAI Immigrant Centre is seeking a person with a 
heart for God and a passion for ministry with newcomers/immigrants, to fill the 
role of Ministry Director.  CHAI is an acronym for Christians Helping All Immi-
grants.  Our mission is to build relationships with new immigrants during the cru-
cial and difficult first years of immigration.   
Friday Evening CHAI is the main program through which we connect with new-
comers. We are looking for someone with excellent leadership ability, communi-
cation skills and cross-cultural understanding, to 1) Cast vision for future growth 
and sustainability, 2) Provide strong leadership support to CHAI ministries, and 
3) Participate in, and oversee the organization’s fundraising activities.  
For further information about CHAI Immigrant Centre, visit www.ccwpg.com. 
Submit resume with cover letter to CHAI Search Committee at info@ccwpg.com.   

Crossroads Information 

You are invited to a fundraising concert featuring Trevor Dick, an Electric and 
acoustic violinist. Saturday, Oct. 22 at 6:30pm-9:30pm at Portage Ave. MB 
Church in Winnipeg. Tickets are $5 at the door. A free-will offering will be taken 
for the Gideons. www.gideons.ca 
 
You are invited to a free, public lecture happening on Tuesday, October 11,  at 
7:15 PM - 9:00 PM - “Quantum Physics and Christianity” Room 118, St. John’s 
College, University of Manitoba Join Arnold Sikkema, President of the Canadian 
Scientific & Christian Affiliation, for a lecture with Q&A. About 100 years ago, 
physics left behind a Newtonian mechanical universe picture to investigate a cos-
mos of uncertainty, probability, indeterminism, subjectivity, and holism. This talk 
will explore resonances with and challenges to Christian theological and philo-
sophical perspectives presented by quantum physics, closing with thoughts on 
human, divine, and biological agency. 
 
Volunteer needed - MCC Canada Audit and Finance Committee: MCC Cana-
da is looking for an accounting professional  to join its Audit and Finance 
Committee. This volunteer position requires a professional accounting designation 
with relevant audit and financial reporting expertise. Please indicate your interest 
by sending a brief bio / resume to Aaron Penner at aaronpenner@mcccanada.ca. 
Expressions of interest are very appreciated and will be accepted until October 
31, 2016. 
 
Ten Thousand Villages 70th Anniversary Celebration - Join us at 963 Hender-
son Hwy October 21-23 or 134 Plaza Dr October 21-22 for thank you gifts and 
sales to celebrate! Cake will be served on Saturday, October 22. Check with your 
local store for hours. 
 
The Walls of Freedom Outreach annual banquet is Nov. 5 at North Kildonan 
M.B. Church. Tickets are $50.person.We will enjoy a special meal together, and 
you will hear what we’ve been doing since last year. To reserve tickets, call Jacqie 
at 204 952-5355, Jim at 204 997-0043, or email wallsoffreedom@shaw.ca. Pro-
ceeds go for Giant Christmas Party for core area residents and building repair/
expansion and regular programing. 
 
MBCI Presents Blank Canvas: An evening of inspirational art.   
Take in artwork from across Winnipeg, the world and from MBCI students. Tickets 
include a night of entertainment, live music, great food and a piece of artwork from 
the gallery to take home. Join us and support the MBCI campus expansion and 
help our students be inspired to write on the canvas that is their future! For more 
information and to buy tickets visit mbci.mb.ca 
 
 
 
 



Message Outline  “God’s word…is proclaimed as standing forever. It is the word that is the 
basis of hope and certitude. It is the divine word proclaimed from the time of crea-
tion and throughout history (Isa. 40;21) that now is addressed in a new form so that 
the people can look forward to the ‘new thing’ that God promises (Isa. 43:18-19) 
certain that the word is secure, for ‘the mouth of the Lord has spoken’ (v. 5).” 
Tucker, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 1993, 9 
 
4. God still cares. He's like a shepherd 40:11 
He tends his flock like a shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his arms and car-
ries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 40:11 Jesus 
said, …’I am the good shepherd’ John 10:7, 11 

 
5. He's the creator. He controls the forces of nature 40:12-22, 25-26 
 “In Babylonian mythology, the creator god Marduk could not proceed with 
creation without consulting ‘Ea, the all-wise’ but the Lord works with unaided wis-
dom. In both Babylonian and Canaanite creation stories the creator must overcome 
opposing forces before the way opens for the work of creation. To the contrary, the 
Old Testament…uses the concept of creation to point to the fact of only one God 
(ps. 96:5).” Motyer 303 

“Are the stars, identified in Babylon with divinities, comparable to Yah-
weh? By no means, for Yahweh created them and calls them out to their appointed 
places every night. Though they can hardly be counted, the Lord knows them all by 
name.” Tucker 94 
 

6. He controls history 40:23-24; 41:1-7 
He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 
No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take 
root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind 
sweeps them away like chaff. 40:23-24 
 "He is God...the ruler of history (41:1-7), in executive control of all per-
sons and forces on the world stage....[He is] the warrior-shepherd." “The Lord…
presides over world history with… consummate ease.” Motyer 298, 305 See Psalm 
23:4. 
 "[In v. 23-24] princes...refers to those invested with the mystique of posi-
tion and office; and rulers/'judges' are those actually making decisions. They may 
seem to hold power but they are totally under the power of the enthroned God (cf. 
John 19:10-11). At his own time...'princes he appoints to non-existence', and judges 
'he has made of no further significance' (verse 17...." Motyer 306 
 

7. So don't give up hope or get distracted by other claims to power v. 27, 
18-20 
Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, ‘My way is hidden from 
the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God’? 40:27 
 The first question…[touches] the nature of God (‘He cannot see it’) where-
as the second…[touches] the experience of people (‘My prayers are never an-
swered’).” Motyer 307 
 “…the creator God knows by name every item in his complex creation. 
How can he, who is the God of Israel, be accused of forgetting his people?” “Idols 
may look magnificent, venerable and mysterious, they may excite a sense of awe 
but there is nothing there except the materials – no ability but human ability, no 
innate resources but those of earth.” Motyer 307,305 
 
Outline continued next page... 

For What Can You Give Thanks When You've Lost Everything? 
Isaiah 40:1-41:20 

 
The back story 
God rescued a nation of slaves, promising them a wonderful life in a good land. He 
gave them food and water in the desert every day, protecting them from harm Exo-
dus 1-20 
In return, He wanted obedience to His laws for community and for relationship 
with Him, their king. Ex. 20:1-19; 23:1-9 
In the desert, God made a covenant (long-term agreement) with them Ex. 24:1-8 
He warned them of the drastic consequences of failure to abide by the covenant 
Deuteronomy 28 
The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to a nation unknown 
to you or your ancestors Deuteronomy 28:36 
Isaiah announced that the time of disaster was near. Then Isaiah said to Hezeki-
ah, 'Hear the word of the LORD Almighty: The time will surely come when 
everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have stored up until 
this day, will be carried off to Babylon Isaiah 39:5-6. 
"Isaiah 40...is strategically placed in the book of Isaiah to mark the end of the long 
exile that was decreed by the prophet in 39:6-7. That is, between the threat of ch. 
39 and the promise of ch. 40, there has been a two-hundred-year hiatus, during 
which all of royal Israel was 'carried to Babylon' (39:6)." Brueggemann, Texts for 
Preaching: Year B Westminster John Knox 1993, 12. 
 

To a nation suffering for breaking its covenant with God, God an-
nounced 
1. The covenant is still in force. God is available for relationship if you 
are! In fact, He loves you 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem… 
40:1-2 
I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 41:9 

“Though the disaster must fall on unfaithfulness, there is still an earthly 
reality to be called 'my people' to whom the Lord is 'your God' (40:1)." “’’Speak 
tenderly [God is seeking to persuade, inviting to respond to love.” Motyer The 
Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity 1993. 298, 299 
 

2. Judah lost the battle against Babylon, but God is still in control 40:3-
5, 9-10 
 “…a messenger is dispatched who is to speak out loud and clear (v. 9-11)
….The word to be spoken without timidity is ‘Here is your God!’ Here is the one 
in glory, who seemed to be defeated, returning in power.” Brueggemann 13-14 
 

3. Unlike humans, God is eternal 40:6-8 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures for-
ever. 40:8 
 



Message Outline continued 

 8. Your warrior shepherd creator God will give you the strength you 
need for what’s ahead. 40:28-31; 41:10, 13, 17-20  

“Just as on the one hand, the great assertion of the glory of God the Crea-
tor (12-26) was meant to validate the promises of verses 1-11 so, on the other hand, 
it is now applied as a cure for the despondent heart which cries, ‘How can God do 
this to me? He no longer remembers me or cares!’…The wrong inference from 
God’s transcendence is that he is too great to care; the right one is that he is too 
great to fail.” Motyer 307 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 41:10 
The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are 
parched with thirst. But I the LORD will answer them; I, the God of Israel, 
will not forsake them. I will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs 
within the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, and the parched 
ground into springs. I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the myr-
tle and the olive. I will set junipers in the wasteland, the fir and the cypress 
together, so that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that 
the hand of the LORD has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it. 
41:17-20 
 “”To ‘wait for the Lord’ is to have confidence, or faith, in the sense of 
committing oneself to God in hopeful expectation. (See Isa. 8:16-18 and cf. Exod. 
14:14; Isa. 7:9). The passage as a whole amounts to an argument that the dispirited 
and despondent exiles have good reason to be hopeful. The one who calls them to 
freedom is the God who created the earth, who calls out the stars, whose strength 
knows no limits, and who gives that strength to the faint and the powerless, giving 
those who wait for God the power to fly.” Tucker 94 
 “The exiles are indeed faint, weary, powerless, exhausted. But Yahweh is 
none of these…. Yahweh is exactly what exiles need. Thus the best and only hope 
of the exiles is to stay close to Yahweh, who can do for them what is needed that 
they cannot do for themselves.” Brueggemann 136 
 “God at the head of the great victory parade is an armed warrior with fero-
cious power and weapons. This God is marked by macho….[He is also] as tender 
as a nursemaid who cares for the vulnerable….God [is] all in all for all.” 
Brueggemann 14 
 
9. While You Wait, Spread the News v. 9 
“The prophet calls on Jerusalem to serve as herald, as the evangelist of God’s com-
ing (vv. 9-11). Tucker 9 “But our waiting, like that of ancient Israel, is not passive. 
We are strengthened, renewed, revitalized for a mission….There must be preachers 
of God’s word. Responsibility for proclaiming this word is shared by every mem-
ber of the community, a responsibility transmitted from the prophet to his faltering 
congregation, and from them to the rest of Zion and out to all the cities of Judah, 
and beyond to the ends of the earth.” Ware & Ward Preaching from the Prophets 
Abingdon 1995, 49. 
 
 
 
 
 


