
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering* 

Children’s Feature                                                                               Alinea 

C2C Video 

Scripture Reading                   Genesis 22:1-19                  

Message                           “The LORD Will Provide”                 Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response                                                                    Praise Team 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      Marvin Dyck 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                  
                                  

 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers today:  Keates, Kristen  Workers Nov 6: Chris/Kaitlin, Travis/Alinea  
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Alinea     Next week: Mark 
 
Adult Class: 
Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. Facilitator: Gordon S. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live,  
but Christ lives in me.  

The life I now live in the body,  
I live by faith in the Son of God,  

who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 Galatians 2:20 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Oct 30-Nov 5: Dan  
Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Travis  
 
Today! Sunday, October 30, The Gideons International in Canada will provide 
packages of free copies of the Gospel of John for anyone interested in handing 
them to children in Grade 3 or up, who come to your door on Halloween night.  
Let’s light up our neighborhood with the Love of Jesus.  
 
Thursday, Nov 3 – Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am to 
noon. No experience or skill necessary!  
 
Next Sunday, Nov 6—Fellowship Sunday! You are encouraged to invite 
someone over for lunch or dinner or out for coffee, either Sunday or 
sometime next weekend. This is a great opportunity to get to know people in 
a relaxed atmosphere! 
 
The Thanksgiving Offering this month totaled $1,225.00! It is going to sup-
port an international delegate’s attendance at an MB Mission and ICOMB Mis-
sion & Prayer Consultation in Thailand in March, 2017. 
 
C2C Network Celebration Dessert Evening, Sunday, Oct 30 at Portage 
Ave Church at 6:00pm and Friday, Nov. 11 at North Kildonan MB Church 
at 7:00pm. Info cards on the table by the mailboxes. For more info see 
www.c2cnetwork.ca or call 604-746-2238. 
 
Peace Sunday resource - MCC invites congregations to join us in observing 
Peace Sunday on November 6. This year our Peace Sunday packet focuses on 
the theme of women as peacebuilders. To access this resource visit http://
mcccanada.ca/peace-sunday-2016. 
 
Go Purple - November is Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Manitoba. 
Help bring abuse out of the shadows and into the light. Find ideas for how to go 
purple at http://mccmb.ca/abuse  
 
Praise & Worship concert with Rising Above Band, 730 McPhllips Street, 
service of Holy Communion 6:30 p.m., free admission. This notice received 
from Vince Solomon, who spoke at Crossroads earlier this year on behalf of 
Mennonite Central Committee Indigenous Neighbours program. He now works 
as Urban Indigenous Ministry Developer for the Anglican church 
 

Steve Bell ‘Where the Good Way Lies’ CD Release Concert with guest mu-
sicians Mike Janzen (piano) and Gilles Fournier (bass). Sat. Nov 26 at 7:30pm 
at Grant Memorial Church, 877 Wilkes Ave. Tickets $20, available at Grant Me-
morial, Hull’s Family Bookstore, 1317 Portage Ave., or visit www.stevebell.com 
for online tickets or more info. 

Crossroads Information 
"Changing Climate. Changed Lives." - In communities around the world, climate 
change is not a prediction about the future—it is disrupting lives today. Join us for 
MCC Matters 2016, where we'll explore the stories of those who are being affected 
and how Canadians can make a difference. Keynote: "Last year was better and yes-
terday I ate more": Four stories of farmers in a warming world - Stephanie McDonald, 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Saturday, November 19 at Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. 12:00pm -5:00pm. Register  at http://mccmb.ca/mccmatters or (204) 261-6381. 
 
Exhibit Opening — Along the Road Freedom  - Join us for the opening of the new 
Mennonite Heritage Centre exhibit of Ray Dirks paintings on October 30 at 2:30 pm at 
the Manitoba Legislative Building Rotunda. Along the Road to Freedom tells the sto-
ries of Mennonite women who led their families out of persecution to lives of freedom 
and peace in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution. An opening program will be 
followed by exhibition viewing in the Keystone Centre within the Manitoba Legislative 
Building. 
 
Conversations on Truth and Reconciliation: If you would like to join in a conversa-
tion on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, and how it relates to 
the church, the discussion has been rescheduled to Tuesday November 8th, 7:30 at 
511 Sherbrook St. The TRC document can be found at http://www.trc.ca/websites/
trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf For more information 
contact Alinea Piche. 
 
MBCI Presents Blank Canvas: An evening of inspirational art – Nov. 3 at the 
Centennial Concert Hall - Take in artwork from across Winnipeg, the world and from 
MBCI students. Tickets include a night of entertainment, live music, great food and a 
piece of artwork from the gallery to take home. Join us and support the MBCI campus 
expansion and help our students be inspired to write on the canvas that is their future! 
For more information and to buy tickets visit mbci.mb.ca 
 
The Walls of Freedom Outreach annual banquet is Nov. 5 at North Kildonan M.B. 
Church. Tickets are $50.person.We will enjoy a special meal together, and you will 
hear what we’ve been doing since last year. To reserve tickets, call Jacqie at 204 952
-5355, Jim at 204 997-0043, or email wallsoffreedom@shaw.ca. Proceeds go for Gi-
ant Christmas Party for core area residents and building repair/expansion and regular 
programing. 
 
Union Gospel Mission - Group Volunteers Needed - We have a lot of donated 
clothing at the warehouse, so now we need YOU to help sort through it.  That way we 
can give the clothing out to those we serve.  It's even more urgent now as the weath-
er gets colder and winter clothing starts coming in.  We want to be able to fill the 
needs as quickly as possible, so the clothing must get sorted before it can be given it 
away. Bring your Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups, Care Groups, even Family 
Groups down to the Mission.  You can help us serve the least, the last and the lost! 
Email volunteer@gospelmission.ca to get the ball rolling to book a date! 
Needs of the mission: 
• Winter clothing: Toques, mitts, jackets, boots  
• Jeans, wool socks, new underwear 
• Personal items: razors, shaving cream, deodorant, shampoo, feminine hygiene 
www.gospelmission.ca 
 
 
 
 



Message Outline 
The purpose of such trials is to discover ‘what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep his commandments or not’ (Deut. 8:2; cf. Exodus 16:4), ‘to humble 
you…to do you good in the end’ (Deut. 8:16; cf. Hebrews 12:5-11). The use of the 
term here hints that Abraham will face some great difficulty but that he will ulti-
mately benefit from it.” Wenham,  Word Biblical Commentary: Genesis 16-50 
Word1994, 103-104 
 

b) Where popular culture conflicts with God’s will, God’s will must 
win 
"...there is much archaeological evidence to show that human sacrifice was more in 
vogue here than elsewhere, from very early times until far into the second millenni-
um....the prophets were certainly preaching against popular Israelite beliefs when 
they felt repeatedly called upon to dissociate God from this horrible aberration." 
Sarna, Understanding Genesis Schocken 1966, 158-9 
 “The same issue is clear in the New Testament. Nowhere is it more visible 
than in the Lord’s prayer….The prayer commended by Jesus is that God should not 
put us in a testing situation where we are driven to choose, decide, and risk for our 
confession of faith….The prayer bespeaks fear that we will be found wanting if 
such testing comes. 
 “The early church in the New Testament knew there were times of testing 
(cf. Mark 13:9-13; 1 Peter 1:7; 2 Peter 2:9). One dimension of testing is the tempta-
tion to accommodate the world, to yield to the pressures which lead to a compro-
mised confession. The testings make clear the deep conflict between the purposes 
of God and the purposes of ‘this age.’ For the most part, faithful people cringe from 
having to decide. Few respond as readily as Abraham. This [story] asserts that we 
must decide about relying only on the promise. The testing is finally inescapable.” 
Brueggemann, Interpretation: Genesis John Knox 1982, 191 
 
c) To live a God-honouring life, He needs to be our top priority 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son. 22:12, also 22:15-18  
 “Already at his wife’s behest, confirmed by God, he has expelled his son 
Ishmael (21:10, 12), of whom he was very fond.” Wenham 104 

"Abraham survived the test and left us an example. Is there anyone or any-
thing we put in first place instead of Jesus the Lord? We too will be tested along 
this line." NRSV Harper Study Bible:  Zondervan 1991, Genesis 22:1 footnote. 
 “God frequently requires adjustments in areas you have never considered 
or been open to in the past. You may have heard someone say something like this: 
‘Don’t ever tell God something you will NOT do. That is what H will ask you to 
do.’ God is not looking for ways to make you ‘squirm.’ He does, however, want to 
be Lord of your life. Whenever you identify a place where you refuse to allow His 
lordship, that is a place He will go to work. He is interested in absolute surrender. 
God may or may not require you to do that very thing you identified, but He will 
keep working until you are willing for Him to be Lord of all. Remember, because 
God loves you, His will is always best for you!~ Any adjustment God expects you 
to make is for your good. As you follow Him, the time may come that your life and 
future may depend on your adjusting quickly to God’s directives. 
 
Outline continued next page... 

The LORD Will Provide 
Genesis 22:1-19 

 
This story raises questions: 
1. Does God approve of human sacrifice? No! While human sacrifice 
was part of popular culture in Canaan, God rejected it 
Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not 
profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.....all these things were done 
by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. 
And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations 
that were before you.  Leviticus 18:21, 27-28 
You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worship-
ing their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD hates. They 
even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods. Deu-
teronomy 12:31; also 18:9-13. See 2 Kings 21:6 
The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the LORD. They 
have set up their detestable idols in the house that bears my Name and have 
defiled it. They have built the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben 
Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire - something I did not 
command, nor did it enter my mind. Jeremiah 7:30-31, also 32:34-35. 
 
2. Why did Abraham not protest, reminding God of the promise that 
Isaac would be the father of a great nation (Genesis 17:15-19)?\ 
 
a) Abraham was convinced that God would work it out 22:7-8 
The fire and the wood are here,' Isaac said, 'But where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?' Abraham answered, 'God himself will provide the lamb for 
the burnt offering, my son.' 22:7-8 
 "Abraham's words [are]...a confident expression of his trust in God." 
Sailhamer 178 
 

b) Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead 
[Abraham] said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and the 
boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.’ 22:5  
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who 
had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even 
though God had said to him, 'It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.' Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a 
manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. Hebrews 11:17-19 
 

3. What are we to learn from this story? 
a) God sends difficulty to give us a chance to choose well and to teach 
us 
Some time later God tested Abraham. 22:1 
 “’Testing’ shows what someone is really like, and it generally involves 
difficulty or hardship….God is often said to test Israel through hunger and thirst in 
the wilderness (Exodus 15:25; 16:4; 20:20; Deuteronomy 8:2, 16), through false 
prophets (Deut. 13:4[1-4]), or through foreign oppression (Judges 2:22; 3:1, 14).  



Message Outline continued 

  “The adjusting is always to a Person. You adjust your life to God. You ad-
just your viewpoints to be like His viewpoints. You adjust your ways to be like His 
ways. After you make the necessary adjustments, He will tell you what to do next to 
obey Him. When you obey Him, you will experience Him doing through you some-
thing only God can do.” Blackaby & King, Experiencing God  Lifeway 1996, 131  
 

Why is God so uncompromising? Because any path that conflicts with 
His path is the way of death Genesis 2:15-17; 33:1-24  
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me Galatians 2:20 
 

d) Faith means trusting God's clear command even when we don't un-
derstand 
 "Faith is commitment, the directing of one's trust toward God. it entails the 
courage and risk of action." Tucker, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year A 
Trinity 1992,  341 
 

e) God will provide what I need for what He assigned me to do 
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He 
went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is 
said, 'On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.' 22:13-14 "God does 
indeed provide....The name of the place is not a tribute to the faith of Abraham, 
however. Rather the name remembers and mediates God's generosity. God continues 
to provide!" Brueggemann Texts for Preaching: Year A Westminster John Knox 
1995, 382 
 “to assert that God provides…affirms that God, only God and none other, is 
the source of life. Abraham’s…statement (v. 8) and the conclusion (v. 14) confess 
that the alternate ram did not appear by accident, by nature, or by good fortune (v. 
13). They mean, rather, that the same God who set the test in sovereignty is the one 
who resolved the test in graciousness. In a world beset by humanism, scientism, and 
naturalism, the claim that God alone provides is as scandalous as the claim that he 
tests.” Brueggemann, Interpretation 191. 
 “The crucifixion of Jesus is the ultimate expression of the testing of God. 
Like Abraham, Jesus in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42) is in a situation where he must 
choose. In that situation, Jesus and the Father find that Jesus, like Abraham, trusts 
only the promise. And just as the passion sayings [Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34] speak 
of the testing of the crucifixion, they also speak of the resurrection as God’s ultimate 
providing. The resurrection is the miracle by which God provides new life in a situa-
tion where only death is anticipated.” Brueggemann, Interpretation 194. 
 


