
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, November 6, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                               

Scripture Reading                Genesis 24              

Message      “God Cares About the Details of Your Life”          Marvin Dyck 

Communion   

Song of Response                                                                    Praise Team 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                       

Announcements 

Prayer                                        
                       

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers today: Chris/Kaitlin, Travis/Alinea       Nov 13: Neufeld, Koslowsky  
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Mark    Next week: Sandra 
 
Adult Class: 
Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. Facilitator: Gordon S. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

So they said good-bye to Rebekah and sent her away with  
Abraham’s servant and his men. They gave her this blessing as she parted:  

‘Our sister, may you become 
    the mother of many millions! 

May your descendants be strong 
    and conquer the cities of their enemies.’ 

Genesis 24:59-60 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Nov 6-12—Travis  Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Craig  

 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship 
Committee invites you to consider the theme of our Christmas Eve celebration 
at 6:30 p.m. A song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-
9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in our worship time 
this Christmas Eve. 
 
At 9:15 each Sunday morning, a prayer team meets in the Administrative As-
sistant’s office at 9:15. Is this a ministry to which you feel called? 
 
Ministry Opportunity: CHAI Immigrant Centre is seeking a person with a 
heart for God and a passion for ministry with newcomers/immigrants, to fill the 
role of Ministry Director.  CHAI is an acronym for Christians Helping All Immi-
grants.  Our mission is to build relationships with new immigrants during the 
crucial and difficult first years of immigration.   
Friday Evening CHAI is the main program through which we connect with new-
comers. We are looking for someone with excellent leadership ability, commu-
nication skills and cross-cultural understanding, to 1) Cast vision for future 
growth and sustainability, 2) Provide strong leadership support to CHAI minis-
tries, and 3) Participate in, and oversee the organization’s fundraising activities.  
For further information about CHAI Immigrant Centre, visit www.ccwpg.com. 
Submit resume with cover letter to CHAI Search Committee at in-
fo@ccwpg.com.   

Crossroads Information 

Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Nov-Jan available on the foyer win-
dow sill. 
 
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale - MCC is in need of baked goods for the Christmas 
Craft and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 26. If you're interested in donating 
your baking, please contact Sophia Bezoplenko at sophiabezoplenko@mccmb.ca 
or call (204) 261-6381. For more information on the Christmas Craft & Bake Sale, 
please visit http://mccmb.ca/Christmas-sale. 
 
Special Event: Chocolate Blues - Come for a four course meal, live jazz, and 
discussion centering around fair trade chocolate at Sam's Place, 159 Henderson 
Hwy. Saturday, November 26 at 6 pm. To book your reservation at $40 per seat, 
please e-mail manager@samsplacebooks.com or call (204) 415-4728. 
 
Film Screening - On the Side of the Road - In her documentary former West 
Bank settler Lia Tarachansky explores the collective Israeli response following the 
establishment of Israel as a state in 1948. Join us for the film screening followed 
by discussion with the director on November 9, 7:00 pm at Canadian Mennonite 
University, South Campus Chapel. Admission by donation. 
 
"Changing Climate. Changed Lives." - In communities around the world, climate 
change is not a prediction about the future—it is disrupting lives today. Join us for 
MCC Matters 2016, where we'll explore the stories of those who are being affect-
ed and how Canadians can make a difference. Keynote: "Last year was better and 
yesterday I ate more": Four stories of farmers in a warming world - Stephanie 
McDonald, Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Saturday, November 19 at Canadian 
Mennonite University. 12:00pm -5:00pm. Register  at http://mccmb.ca/
mccmatters or (204) 261-6381. 
 
Conversations on Truth and Reconciliation: If you would like to join in a con-
versation on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, and how it 
relates to the church, the discussion has been rescheduled to Tuesday November 
8th, 7:30 at 511 Sherbrook St. The TRC document can be found at http://
www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf 
For more information contact Alinea Piche. 
 
Steve Bell ‘Where the Good Way Lies’ CD Release Concert with guest musi-
cians Mike Janzen (piano) and Gilles Fournier (bass). Sat. Nov 26 at 7:30pm at 
Grant Memorial Church, 877 Wilkes Ave. Tickets $20, available at Grant Memori-
al, Hull’s Family Bookstore, 1317 Portage Ave., or visit www.stevebell.com for 
online tickets or more info. 
 
 
 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Nov. 10, Thursday—Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am 
to noon. No experience or skill necessary!  
 
Nov. 23, Wednesday—Crossroads Membership Meeting at 7:30pm at the 
church. Mark your calendars now! 
 
Dec. 3, Saturday—Crossroads Crafternoon! Join us for an afternoon of 
Christmas crafts on Dec. 3rd from 3-5pm. Make gingerbread houses, orna-
ments, and more! Hot chocolate will be provided. 
 
Dec. 4, Sunday at 12 noon—Potluck in the sanctuary followed by Christ-
mas caroling at Catherine Place at 1:15pm. 
 
Dec. 11, Sunday—Crossroads Christmas Program at 9:45am followed by 
Christmas snacks! 
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve—’A Gift for Jesus’ at  church at 6:30pm 
 
Dec. 25, Sunday Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 
9:45am. 



Message Outline 
e) If you fall away from faith, turn back to God. Think of the number of 
times Abraham lost his way but returned to God - and God always took 
him back and kept moving forward with Abraham 12:10-20; 16:1-16; 17:17-
18; 20:1-18 
“’…he will send his angel (messenger) before you’ although Abraham does not tell the 
servant how he will identify the woman who is to be Isaac's wife, he assures him that he 
will be providentially guided in his choice." Davidson 111 
 

2. How does one begin to carry out an order like this? 24:12-67 
 "[The servant] is not told how to find a wife for Isaac, only where to go." Da-
vidson, Cambridge Bible Commentary: Genesis 12-50 Cambridge 1979, 109. 
 
a) Pray for God to guide 
O LORD God of my master Abraham, make me successful today and show kind-
ness to my master Abraham. See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daugh-
ters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. May it be that when I say to 
a young woman, 'Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,' and she says, 
'Drink, and I'll water your camels too' - let her be the one you have chosen for your 
servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master.' v. 
12-14 "On his lips we hear the first prayer in the book of Genesis." Davidson 110 
 "At the beginning of the [story], the servant states quite specifically the nature 
of the sign that he sought from the Lord (vv. 12-14). To add force to the picture of God's 
preparing the way, the writer states that even before the servant had finished speaking, 
the young girl in question arrived on the scene. We immediately see God's hand at work. 
The reader is given all the details of the young girl's background as soon as she enters 
the picture. There is no doubt that this is the right girl....The point is to show from the 
start that the Lord has answered the servant's prayer. Thus the writer has sacrificed a 
certain amount of narrative suspense for the sake of his main idea." Sailhamer 181  
O LORD, God of Abraham my master, please guide me today v. 12, Wenham 132. 
“The servant asks that the LORD will ‘guide’ him, ‘lit. ‘make it happen in front of me.’” 
Wenham 143 
 
b) Don’t try to manipulate the outcome 
 “Wanting the best for Isaac, the servant devises ‘a shrewd character test….And 
it is a stiff test, too, since it would require far more than common civility to volunteer to 
water ‘ten’ thirsty camels’” Sternberg in Wenham 143. “Note the eagerness of the serv-
ant running to ask Rebekah for a drink: he hopes she is the answer to his prayer. Yet in 
asking, he is most polite: ‘Please give me a sip of water from your jar’ is less demanding 
than ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink’ (v. 14)” Wenham 144 
 

c) Watch 
 "The servant displays a marvelous calmness and patience. In verse 21 he is de-
scribed as 'watching quietly', while Rebecca fulfills his expectations, a phrase which 
probably conveys something of the feeling of a man watching with bated breath to see 
what will happen." Davidson 112. 
 “Rebekah is more forthcoming than he had prayed for – ‘She quickly…let down 
her jar.’ 
 But will she do any more?...Then unprompted she makes just the offer the serv-
ant had prayed for. But whereas he had prayed that she would say, ‘Let me give your 
camels water,’ she offered, “Let me also draw water for your camels until they have had 
enough to drink.’ 
 
Outline continued next page... 

God Cares About the Details of your Life 
Genesis 24 

 
1. This is not a story about racial purity, but about God’s guidance 24:7 
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God 
Most High, and he blessed Abram....Then Abram gave him a tenth of every-
thing. Genesis 14:18-20 
God also said to Abraham, '...I will bless [Sarah] and will surely give you a son 
by her...."… And Abraham said to God, 'If only Ishmael might live under your 
blessing." 17:15-18 
 

a) God has specific plans for our lives 
Abraham said, 'the LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my fa-
ther's household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on 
oath, saying, 'To your offspring I will give this land'-he will send his angel be-
fore you so that you can get a wife for my son from there.' 24:7  '[Abraham] 
replied, "The LORD, before whom I have walked faithfully, will send his angel 
with you and make your journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my 
son from my own clan and from my father's family."' 24:40 "...the key idea is 
that of God's going before the servant to prepare his way." Sailhamer, The Penta-
teuch as Narrative Zondervan 1992, 181 “…God does not speak or act directly at 
all. Nevertheless, one of the themes of the story is the way God cares for people in 
the ordinary events of life: birth, marriage, and death. Over and over there is the 
concern that the Lord will make the servant’s journey a successful one (vv. 21, 40, 
42, 56). So this text can provide the occasion for reflecting on the question of God’s 
guidance in personal and everyday events.” Tucker, Preaching Through the Chris-
tian Year: Year A Trinity 1992, 349 
 

b) To learn of those plans, you need to be in relationship with Him 
'The LORD, before whom I have walked faithfully, will send his angel with 
you...' 24:40 
 
c) Keep in mind that He's the cosmic creator - He can orchestrate things 
'I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, 
that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I am living, but will go to my country and my own relatives and 
get a wife for my son Isaac.' 24:3-4 
 “The servant is asked to swear by ‘the LORD, the God of heaven and 
earth,’ i.e., by the God of the covenant and the creator.” Wenham, Word Biblical 
Commentary: Genesis 16-50 Word 1994, 141 
"Such descriptions of God in universalistic terms are not common in the patriarchal 
narratives. The description may have seemed appropriate...at the point where the 
servant is about to set out on a long journey, taking him beyond the bounds of Ca-
naan to traverse other countries." Davidson 111 
 

d) You can find confidence by looking back on how He has led you be-
fore 24:7 
 
 



Message Outline continued 

  “And she fulfills her offer with unexpected alacrity [cheerfulness]. ‘She 
quickly emptied her jar…and ran back to the well.’ 
 “When seen as a whole, all the variations between th servant’s prayer and 
Rebekah’s actions ‘dramatize a single point: that the young woman’s performance 
surpasses even the most optimistic expectations’” Sternberg in Wenham 144  
 
d) Thank God 26-27  
 "His prayer for guidance answered, the servant now offers a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the successful accomplishment of his mission thus far." Davidson 
112 
 

3. Seeing God's hand in the details:  
a) Rebekah's dad and brother 
Laban and Bethuel answered, 'This is from the LORD; we can say nothing to 
you one way or the other. Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become 
the wife of your master's son, as the LORD has directed. 24:50-51 
 

b) Rebekah's faith   "Rebekah..., against the wishes of her brother and mother, 
returned with the servant to Isaac. The simplicity of her response ('I will go,' v. 58) 
reveals the nature of her trust in the God of Abraham." Sailhamer 182 
 

c) The big picture v. 62-67 
 “It is a commentary on the text’s high regard for women that unlike brides 
in some societies, both ancient and modern, Rebekah cannot be coerced….The 
blessing of v. 60…again sends our minds back to Gen. 12:1-3, and we, the readers, 
are assured that God’s promises will be kept.” Newsome, Texts for Preaching: Year 
A Westminster John Knox 1995, 390 
 "The final remarks again show that God's ways are good for those who put 
their trust in him. When Isaac took Rebekah as his wife, he loved her and was com-
forted with her after the death of his mother. This is the way the writer shows that 
Rebekah had taken the place of Sarah in the line of the seed of Abraham." Sailhamer 
183 
 Moreover, the piety of the characters is stressed, particularly in the prayers 
of Abraham’s servant. So this unnamed leading character is presented as an example 
to the reader of piety combined with the wise and competent accomplishment of his 
commission.” Tucker 349 “The [story] reflects the conviction that all events are un-
der Yahweh’s providential care. He will bring events to a good end….[T]here are no 
parts of experience which lie beyond the purpose of God….The text nurtures a ma-
ture faith that resists both easy romanticism and hard cynicism…..the faith offered 
here is for those who are willing to be led.” Brueggemann Interpretation: Genesis 
John Knox 1982 200-2 


