
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2016 
 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                              

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 41:21-42:17                

Story Reading                       “A pig for a pig”                              

Message  “International Conflict and the Missionary Call”        Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response                                                                    Praise Team 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      Marvin Dyck 

Announcements 

Prayer                                        
                

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers today: Neufeld, Koslowsky   Nov 20: Doerksen, Edith 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Sandra   Next week: Elizabeth 
 
Adult Class: 
Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. Facilitator: Gordon S. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

God, the L/01, created the heavens and stretched them out. 
    He created the earth and everything in it. 

He gives breath to everyone, 
    life to everyone who walks the earth. 

And it is he who says, 
“I, the L/01, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness.”  

Isiah 41:5-6 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Nov 13-19: Craig Simpson    Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Stefan B 

Message from Stefan Klassen, youth leader: 
As the Christmas season is upon us one of the favourite activities for the youth group every 
year is the progressive supper, where we dress fancy and drive to some of your houses for 
food and fellowship. This year I am hoping for three family's to open up their homes to ap-
proximately 11 youth and leaders for part of a meal, on December 16th. Currently I am 
thinking of a soup/salad/appetizer, a main course, and a dessert. If this is something you 
would be interested in, please talk to me.  
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship Committee 
invites you to consider the theme of our Christmas Eve celebration at 6:30 p.m. A song? 
Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you 
want to give to Jesus in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
From Jen Schmidt, MB Mission, an invitation to Come and see first hand what is 
happening at the Matthew Training Center in Guadalajara! Here are a few ways to get 
involved in 2017!! 
1.Why not consider coming down to cook?! We are looking for assistance in cooking/light 
cleaning during our Hadime Programs. You would cook and serve one meal (possibly 2 at 
times) a day for 20-25 people. We would like a commitment of 3 weeks minimum (could be 
up to 6 months!) starting Feb 4, 2017 until July 15th, 2017. This is a volunteer position. 
Please contact Jen Schmidt (schmidtyjen@yahoo.ca) for more information! There is also 
some light maintenance work to keep the 'menfolk' busy if they don't find their talents best 
used in the kitchen. 
 
2. Would you like to help out as a property manager? We need assistance with grounds 
keeping, gardening, mowing grass, pool maintenance and occasional basic handy-person 
repairs. This position would also include helping to receive rental groups and overall care 
at MTC as the Godards are offsite for 3 months next summer/fall. We would like a commit-
ment of 3 weeks minimum (could be up to 6 months!) starting July 1, 2017 until Dec 31, 
2017. This is a volunteer position. Please contact Jen Schmidt for more information! 
(schmidtyjen@yahoo.ca) 
 

Crossroads Information 

Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Nov-Jan available on the foyer window 
sill. 
 
Ministry Opportunity: CHAI Immigrant Centre is seeking a person with a heart for 
God and a passion for ministry with newcomers/immigrants, to fill the role of Ministry 
Director.  CHAI is an acronym for Christians Helping All Immigrants.  Our mission is 
to build relationships with new immigrants during the crucial and difficult first years of 
immigration.   
Friday Evening CHAI is the main program through which we connect with newcomers. 
We are looking for someone with excellent leadership ability, communication skills 
and cross-cultural understanding, to 1) Cast vision for future growth and sustainability, 
2) Provide strong leadership support to CHAI ministries, and 3) Participate in, and 
oversee the organization’s fundraising activities. For further info about CHAI Immi-
grant Centre, visit www.ccwpg.com. Submit resume with cover letter to CHAI Search 
Committee at info@ccwpg.com.   
 
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale - MCC is in need of baked goods for the Christmas 
Craft and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 26. If you're interested in donating your 
baking, contact Sophia Bezoplenko at sophiabezoplenko@mccmb.ca or call (204) 
261-6381. For more info, please visit http://mccmb.ca/Christmas-sale. 
 
Special Event: Chocolate Blues - Come for a four course meal, live jazz, and dis-
cussion centering around fair trade chocolate at Sam's Place, 159 Henderson Hwy. 
Saturday, November 26 at 6 pm. To book your reservation at $40 per seat, please e-
mail manager@samsplacebooks.com or call (204) 415-4728 
 
"Changing Climate. Changed Lives." - In communities around the world, climate 
change is not a prediction about the future—it is disrupting lives today. Join us for 
MCC Matters 2016, where we'll explore the stories of those who are being affected 
and how Canadians can make a difference. Keynote: "Last year was better and yes-
terday I ate more": Four stories of farmers in a warming world - Stephanie McDonald, 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Saturday, November 19 at Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity. 12:00pm -5:00pm. Register  at http://mccmb.ca/mccmatters or (204) 261-6381. 
 
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is searching for someone who is passion-
ate about our mission statement “multiplying Christ-centred churches to see Canada 
transformed by the good news of Jesus Christ” to be our new Communications As-
sistant. For more information please visit jobs.mbherald.com or email Elenore Do-
erksen at elenore.doerksen@mbchurches.ca. 
  
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is seeking a full-time Accounting Ser-
vices Manager in the Winnipeg office. The position focuses on leading and being a 
part of the team that provides accounting services to various MB churches. For more 
information or a full job description contact Bertha Dyck at ber-
tha.dyck@mbchurches.ca.  
 
 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Nov. 17, Thursday—Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am to noon. No 
experience or skill necessary!  
 
Nov. 17, Thursday—Vision Board meeting at the church at 7:30pm 
 
Nov. 23, Wednesday—Crossroads Membership Meeting at 7:30pm at the church. 
Mark your calendars now! 
 
Dec. 3, Saturday—Crossroads Crafternoon! Join us for an afternoon of Christmas 
crafts on Dec. 3rd from 3-5pm. Make gingerbread houses, ornaments, and more! Hot 
chocolate will be provided. 
 
Dec. 4, Sunday at 12 noon—Potluck in the sanctuary followed by Christmas carol-
ing at Catherine Place at 1:15pm. 
 
Dec. 11, Sunday—Crossroads Christmas Program at 9:45am followed by snacks! 
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve Program—’A Gift for Jesus’ at 6:30pm. 
 
Dec. 25, Sunday—Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 9:45am. 



Message Outline 
2. What then about the other nations whose gods are delusion? 29, Sawyer 61
-2 
“…the seeming power of the false gods is an illusion: in fact they do not exist.” Sawyer 
61-2 “If the Lord is the only God and sovereign in world history, has he no care for Gen-
tile humanity in its desperate need?" Motyer, 315 

 
a) God cares about the people of all nations 42:1-4 
 
i) God's servant brings justice to the nations. That means  
 
A. There's only one God 
"In the light of the foregoing court scene, it must retain...the result of the trial between 
the Lord and the idols. The servant thus carries to the world the message that there is 
only one God." Motyer 319 
 

B. His teaching brings truth and hope. 
In his teaching the islands will put their hope. 42:4 
 "'...justice' is a summary word for [God's] revealed truth....[T]he 
servant brings the truth of God to the world, a pointed contrast to their former situation 
(41:24, 28-29)." Motyer 319 
 

C. The righting of wrongs * 
He will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth 
"The third appropriate shade of meaning is the righting of wrongs, the establishment of a 
just order." "[T]he truth is not something they search for and progressively find but 
something brought to them by a revealing agent." Motyer 319 

  
ii) God's servant is gentle 
 “[T]he servant will discriminate in favour of the poor, who are fragile as a ‘bruised 
reed’, and those with hardly a spark of hope, like a flickering lamp in which the wick has 
all but burnt out (v. 3).” Sawyer 64 
 
iii) He will succeed in bringing justice to the whole earth v. 4 
He will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth 
 "...the intention is not to say that the servant will be immune from 
suffering but only that the pressures and blows that immobilize others will not deter 
him." Motyer 320 
 
b) God's servant therefore has a "world-wide task" Motyer 315 42:5-9 
 
A. He wants relationship with all the people on earth 
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the 
Gentiles 42:6 
 "The servant will be...the means through whom people will come 
into a covenant relation with the Lord....[H]ere the context is a world-wide covenantal 
task.. the people of verse 6 are those of verse 5....Within the all-embracing concept of 
covenant there is the light of truth, the healing of personal disabilities (...opening blind 
eyes), the end of restrictions imposed by others (bringing out captives) and the transfor-
mation of circumstances (darkness). They will be a perfected people in a perfect society 
and a perfect environment." Motyer 322 
 
Outline continued next page... 

International Conflict and the Missionary Call 
Isaiah 41:21-42:17 

 
The backstory 
 The prophet Isaiah spoke in Judah from about 740-680 B.C. 
The NIV Serendipity Bible for Study Groups Zondervan 1981, 875 
 Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah 3 times. The final time re-
sulted in the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and the exile of Jews to Babylon 
Serendipity Bible 968 
 Persian emperor Cyrus II conquered Babylon in 539 and 
ruled it until his death in 530. He was a tolerant ruler, authorizing Jews to return to 
their homeland and rebuild the temple. "Cyrus II," Harper's Bible Dictionary Har-
per & Row 1985, 200 
        Isaiah introduced the subject of the return of the Jews to their 
homeland in chapter 40:  
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her 
That her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for;... 
40:1-2 
 

1. There's only one God. Yahweh, Israel's God "directs world history"* 
40:6-26 
*"It is insufficient for Yahweh merely to make a claim to direct world history 
(verses 1-7, 8-20) - all the gods would have registered the same claim. It is therefore 
essential to offer some proof. Isaiah proposes a test case: to predict an event and 
then fulfil the prediction would demonstrate control of the historical processes. The 
idol-gods fail this test (41:21-24), but the Lord succeeds." Motyer, The Prophecy of 
Isaiah InterVarsity Press 1993, 314-5 
 
a) Here's proof: let your god predict a future event and make it happen 
41:21-24  
...tell us what the future holds, so that we many know that you are gods. Do 
something, whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and filed with 
fear. 41:23 
"The address here is to idolaters, inviting them to make a case for their gods." 
Motyer 315 “God speaks here as supreme judge.” Sawyer, Daily Study Bible, Vol. 2 
Westminster John Knox 1986,59 
 

b) Here's Yahweh's proof - an eastern invader of Babylon 41:25-29 
I have stirred up one from the north, and he comes - one from the rising sun 
who calls on my name. He treads on rulers as if they were mortar....Who told 
of this from the beginning..., so we could say, 'He was right'? No one told of 
this....I was the first to tell Zion, 'Look, here they are!' I gave to Jerusalem a 
messenger of good news. 41:25-27 
 "Cyrus...originated east...of Babylon, but came as an attacker 
from the north....[H]e sees the idols reduced to silence by the evidence of the unpar-
alleled predictive power of the Lord." Motyer 317 



Message Outline continued 

 B. God's intolerance 
I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my 
praise to idols 42:8-9 
 “He will not tolerate the [giving] to dead gods of the praise due to him 
alone.” Motyer 322 
 

c) World, sing joyfully! 42:10-17 Motyer 315 
 “…the passage…[is] a call for world praise in response to the world-wide 
work of the servant (42:1-4, 5-9). Motyer 323 
 
A. A new song from all the earth’s people and the animals too! 42:10-12 
 “[T]he whole Gentile world is brought into this summons to sing. There is…
the pairing of those who go down to the sea with those who shout from the moun-
taintops (10c; 11d)…Even creation itself (all that fills the sea, the islands and the 
desert) is caught up in praise because, with the whole world now brought into cove-
nant with the Lord (7), the bondage of corruption is over and creation’s groans are 
turned to song (cf. Romans 8:19ff).” Motyer 323-4 
 
B. A Picture of God as mother 42:14 
 “The prophecy…begins with the striking image of God as a mother, gasp-
ing, panting, and crying out in the pains of childbirth. This is one of the verses which 
may be quoted as an antidote to the predominantly masculine imagery of God in the 
Bible….Here in Isaiah 42, as in Romans 8:22, the birth of a new age is painful, espe-
cially for the one who gives it birth.” Sawyer 68-9 
 

C. God is both gentle and a warrior, a destroyer and rescuer*324. 42:13-
17 
The LORD will march out like a champion, like a warrior he will stir up his 
zeal; with a shout he will raise the battle cry and will triumph over his ene-
mies….I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegeta-
tion….I will lead the blind by ways they have not known…. 42:13-16
 “The destroyer turned rescuer; not that there is any conflict in the divine 
attributes or consequent actions. In salvation he is as just as in wrath….The resolu-
tion of the ambivalence will be the same also as when Isaiah made Lord and king 
one in deity (e.g. 9:6-7)….” Motyer 324-5 
 As in our society, institutions go to considerable expense to build ramps for 
wheelchairs…; in a like manner, God will care for his people.” Sawyer 69 
 

D. So choose well and wisely! 42:17 
 Verse 17 gives the tragic other side of the picture: the more appealing the 
images of heaven, the more distasteful the images of Hell….” Sawyer 69 
 


