
*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2016 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                

Crossroads Christmas Projects                

Scripture Reading                Isaiah 42:18-44:23                

Message  “Embracing the Identity for which God made You”   Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response                                                                    Praise Team 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      Marvin Dyck 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                           
                 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message. 
Workers today: Doerksen, Edith        Nov 27: Keates, Kalombos  
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Elizabeth   Next week: Elise 
Adult Class: Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. Facili-
tator: Gordon S. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

 This is what the L123 says— 
“I am the First and the Last; there is no other God. Who is like me? 

    Let him step forward and prove to you his power. 
Let him do as I have done since ancient times 

    when I established a people and explained its future. 
 Do not tremble; do not be afraid. 

    Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago? 
You are my witnesses—is there any other God? 

    No! There is no other Rock—not one!”  
Isaiah 44:6-8 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: 20-26: Kathi Fast          Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Stefan B 
 

Message from Stefan Klassen, youth leader: 
As the Christmas season is upon us one of the favourite activities for the youth group every 
year is the progressive supper, where we dress fancy and drive to some of your houses for 
food and fellowship. This year I am hoping for three family's to open up their homes to ap-
proximately 11 youth and leaders for part of a meal, on December 16th. Currently I am 
thinking of a soup/salad/appetizer, a main course, and a dessert. If one part of the pro-
gressive supper is something you would be interested in, please talk to me.  
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship Committee 
invites you to consider the theme of our Christmas Eve celebration at 6:30 p.m. A song? 
Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you 
want to give to Jesus in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
'Christmas Gift Ideas! Are there people on your Christmas gift list for whom you don't 
know what to buy? Today, you will find in your church mailbox a gift catalogue from MCC 
(Mennonite Central Committee). These are gift ideas that invest in the lives of other people 
in meaningful ways. If the catalogue doesn't connect with you, please lay it on the info ta-
ble beside the mailboxes so that someone else can pick it up and use it. Happy shopping!' 
 
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale - Join us for the Christmas Craft and Bake Sale at 134 Pla-
za Dr, Winnipeg, on Saturday, November 26, 9:30am-4pm. Shop baked goods and locally 
made crafts and quilts with your purchase supporting MCC's humanitarian relief work 
around the world. For more information, please visit http://mccmb.ca/Christmas-sale. 
 
  

Crossroads Information 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Nov-Jan available on the foyer window sill. 
 
Is music universal? Is there a Christian case for accepting capitalism? What is a gospel, 
and what does a gospel do? What is personhood? These are just some of the questions 
Providence professors will tackle during the 2016 PROVF Talks event, which will take 
place Thursday, November 24 at 10:00 a.m. in the lecture theatre. The public is wel-
come to attend PROVF Talks 2016! For more information please contact Jerrad Peters: 
1.800.668.7768 ext. 245; Jerrad.Peters@Prov.ca 
 
The nights sure are getting cooler and it won’t be long before the day is much, much 
colder!  It might be a good time to think about doing a “Fall Cleaning”!  Clean out your 
Closets for Christ!  Here at UGM, one of many ways we meet the physical needs of 
people on the streets and families in need is by providing clothing.  With winter ap-
proaching, we are in need of good quality, gently used clothes for babies, children, men 
and women. We have many clothing Toss Boxes located around the city with weekly 
pick-up’s to make drop-off’s convenient.  Check out our Web Site www.tossbox.ca for 
details, or you can give us a call at 204-943-9904 for more info. 
 
Special Event: Chocolate Blues - Come for a four course meal, live jazz, and discus-
sion centering around fair trade chocolate at Sam's Place, 159 Henderson Hwy, Winni-
peg. Saturday, November 26 at 6 pm. To book your reservation at $40 per seat, please 
e-mail manager@samsplacebooks.com or call (204) 415-4728. 
 
Gaza Calls: Canada Answers11:00 am, Saturday, November 26 - Sam's Place, 159 
Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg.  Join Christians from across Canada in a live video confer-
ence with Suhaila Tarazi, Dr. Raji Sourani, and Sami El-Yousef who will speak to us 
from Gaza and address the Christian presence, medical realities, and human rights situ-
ation there. 
 
Ministry Opportunity: CHAI Immigrant Centre is seeking a person with a heart for 
God and a passion for ministry with newcomers/immigrants, to fill the role of Ministry 
Director.  CHAI is an acronym for Christians Helping All Immigrants.  Our mission is to 
build relationships with new immigrants during the crucial and difficult first years of immi-
gration.   
Friday Evening CHAI is the main program through which we connect with newcomers. 
We are looking for someone with excellent leadership ability, communication skills and 
cross-cultural understanding, to 1) Cast vision for future growth and sustainability, 2) 
Provide strong leadership support to CHAI ministries, and 3) Participate in, and oversee 
the organization’s fundraising activities. For further info about CHAI Immigrant Centre, 
visit www.ccwpg.com. Submit resume with cover letter to CHAI Search Committee at 
info@ccwpg.com.   
 
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is searching for someone who is passionate 
about our mission statement “multiplying Christ-centred churches to see Canada trans-
formed by the good news of Jesus Christ” to be our new Communications Assistant. 
For more information please visit jobs.mbherald.com or email Elenore Doerksen at 
elenore.doerksen@mbchurches.ca. 
  
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is seeking a full-time Accounting Services 
Manager in the Winnipeg office. The position focuses on leading and being a part of the 
team that provides accounting services to various MB churches. For more information or 
a full job description contact Bertha Dyck at bertha.dyck@mbchurches.ca.  
 
 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Nov. 23, Wednesday—Crossroads Membership Meeting at 7:30pm at 
the church. Mark your calendars now! 
 
 

Nov. 17, Thursday—Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am to noon. No 
experience or skill necessary!  
 
Dec. 3, Saturday—Crossroads Crafternoon! Join us for an afternoon 
of Christmas crafts on Dec. 3rd from 3-5pm. Make easy gingerbread 
houses and kid-friendly ornaments! Hot chocolate will be provided. 
 
Dec. 4, Sunday at 12 noon—Potluck in the sanctuary followed by Christmas carol-
ing at Catherine Place at 1:15pm. Please bring a plate to share of lunch type finger 
food—like sandwiches, appetizers, cookies, etc. 
 
Dec. 11, Sunday—Crossroads Christmas Program at 9:45am followed by snacks! 
Please bring a plate of Christmas snacks to share. 
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve Program—’A Gift for Jesus’ at 6:30pm at the 
church.  
 
Dec. 25, Sunday—Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 9:45am. 



Message Outline 
What should God do now? Give up on them?  
 
2. In the hardship they've brought on themselves, God remains with them 
a) God uses trouble to achieve His purposes in their lives 43:1-6  

"Even in his punishments the Lord remains with his people....Formed 
is...intimate (Gen 2:7), indicating painstaking care whereby every circumstance of life is 
weighed and measured to give exactly the right pressure of the potter's hand so that the 
finished vessel will match his specifications." Motyer 330  
  
b) God still wants an intimate relationship with you 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are 
mine 43:1 
 "More intimate still is redeemed (35:9; 41:14), the Lord's deliberate acceptance 
of all the rights of the next-of-kin, making the needs of his helpless 'relative' his own. 
Finally, in a crowning intimacy, there is naming: 'to call by name' (40:26) is a direct per-
sonal relationship involving having a specific plan and place for the one named" Motyer 
330-331. 
 
c) God will make sure that your troubles do not overwhelm you 43:2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through 
the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will 
not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 43:2. See 42:25 
 "Fire is a...likely symbol of divine and enemy hostility....water and fire...trials 
of whatever sort and however they come. In all there is the Lord's presence....and the 
Lord's control, a divine 'thus far and no further' (cf. Job 1:12, 2:6), waters without 
drowning, fire without burning up." Motyer 331 
 
d) God reminds of how He's helped in the past 43:3, 16-17 
For I am the LORD your God 43:3 
 "The LORD your God is the exodus title (Ex. 20;2)." Motyer 331. "The deep 
waters and rivers would recall the exodus and entry into Canaan." Herbert, Cambridge 
Bible Commentary: Isaiah 40-66 Cambridge 1975, 49  
 
e) You're still valuable to me. I love you. You're my children, so I'll overthrow your 
Babylonian captors and bring you back home - but I still want you to tell the rest of 
the world that I am the only God and rescuer! 4-15 Deuteronomy 30:1-3 
You are my witnesses,' declares the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen, so 
that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god 
was formed, nor will there be one after me. I, even I, am the LORD, and apart 
from me there is no savior. 43:10-11 
This is what the LORD says - your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel 43:14 
...the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise 43:21 
 "It may be that the reference to holiness [v. 14, 15] is intended to keep alive in 
Israel an awareness that no (mere) national liberation will solve the more basic problem 
of the standing of sinners before a holy God.” Motyer 336  
 “The hitherto blind and deaf are to be God’s witnesses before the nations that 
the LORD alone is God; for their history…enables them to understand the meaning of 
what is now happening. It was for this purpose that Israel was chosen and created as a 
people, not for its own glory but to direct the nations to see the manifest work of God.” 
Herbert 51 
 
 
Outline continued next page... 
 

Embracing the Identity for which God made You 
Isaiah 42:18-44:23 

 
I, the LORD, have called you...I will take hold of your hand. 
I will...make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 
to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison  
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. Isaiah 42:6. See Gen. 
12:1-3; Ex. 19:3-6 
 
1. God's plan is that His people attract others to faith and tell them about 

God, but  
a) they don't comprehend their identity as His covenant partners 42:18-21 
Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is blind 
like the one in covenant with me...? 42:19 
"What can be done for a needy world when the people of God are themselves just as 
needy and appear to have lost the clue to the saving remedies?... 
"Israel's election is described as a messenger ministry...how can a messenger carry a 
message if he is unable to hear it?... 
"...The cardinal sin of the people of God [v. 20] is to possess the divine word and to 
ignore it.... 
"The missionary task of the Old Testament was characteristically performed by at-
traction....by the Lord's magnetic people. In 2:2-4 this is envisaged happening....The 
Lord would display through Israel all the loveliness of his word and way, and thus 
the Nations would be delivered from their blindness and be nursed by the Lord into 
Zion" Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity 1993,327-8 
 
b) Therefore God took away the benefits of that identity - but still God's people 
didn't catch on 42:22-25 
 “The present condition of the exiles is not merely…the result of imperial 
aggression. Nor is it enough to say that it is a punishment for sin. It is an act of God; 
and it is in order that Israel may understand, and become, in fact, the LORD’s serv-
ant and messenger….There was already…the prophet himself, who was responding 
in loyal obedience to the divine purpose…in order that Israel might enter upon its 
true role. Hence this series of questions to arouse the exiles in order that they may 
share in what the prophet so confidently sees.” Herbert 47 
 “…[W]here possible God accomplished His will through the voluntary obe-
dience and godliness of His people, but where necessary, He did His will through 
involuntary means. Joseph, Jonah, the nation as a whole when taken captive repre-
sent the category of involuntary missionary outreach intended by God to force the 
sharing of the blessing.” Winter, “The Kingdom Strikes Back: The Ten Epochs of 
Redemptive History” Worldwide Perspectives William Carey Library 1996  p. 4-4 
 "Israel lost its distinctive status in the world (22a-d) and its protected status 
before the Lord (22d-g)....It is only the revealed word of God and obedience to it 
that makes a distinct and blessed people.... 
 "...The lack of spiritual perception of verse 19 now works out in active re-
fusal of the Lord's way (24ef) and failure to understand what the Lord was doing 
(25cd). They did not recognize divine wrath behind national and personal experi-
ence, neither understanding...nor...learning the lessons it was meant to convey....For 
[a true change of heart] a different act of God is required." Motyer 328-330 

 



Message Outline continued 

 f) God wants to provide for His people the way He took care of Israel in the 

wilderness – by guiding their path and giving them what they need as they tell 
others that He’s the only God 43:18-20 
I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to 
my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim 
my praise. 43:20-21 
“The liberation from exile will be an unprecedented wonder, surpassing even the 
deliverance from Egypt.” Herbert 54 “Former things [v. 18] refer, as in v. 9, to the 
exodus acts of God.” Motyer 337 
 “On way and streams see Exodus 13:21-22; 17:6….The potter imagery here 
(formed) means that the people can look with confidence at and through the coming 
troubles.” Motyer 337 
 
g) God will forgive their sin if only they return to relationship with Him 43:18-
28;  
I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and re-
members your sins no more. 43:25 I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, 
your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you. 44:22 
see Romans 5:8 
 “By making ritual the exclusive content of religion they had actually exclud-
ed themselves from the benefits the sacrifices were intended to bring. Ritual di-
vorced from moral and spiritual commitment neither satisfies God nor blesses his 
people. Indeed to the contrary; for they were acting as if their ritual was a technique 
for manipulating blessing, putting the Lord at their beck and call. Thus they made a 
slave of him!...[T]he assumption that the sacrifices were mechanical in their effect 
dishonours the moral holiness of the Lord by subjecting him to a form of magic.” 
Motyer 338, 339. 
 “God remembers their sins no more – what he has forgotten can never again 
rise up to challenge or condemn (cf. Jer. 31:34; Micah 7:18-19). Even were Satan 
himself to rake up the past before God, he would be foiled by God’s inability to re-
member.”… 
 “[In v. 26] Before the word of pardon can be implemented sinners must face 
their hopelessness before the law.” Motyer 340, 341. 
 [44:22] “’God’s grace has not waited for Israel’s repentance.’” Whybray in 
Motyer 350 



 
 

Crossroads Christmas Projects 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Indigenous Family Centre is a ministry serving 
Winnipeg's north end. They provide families with op-
portunities to build communities, learn about Indige-
nous culture, develop positive life skills, and experience 
spiritual growth and healing. IFC seeks to support 
healthy, strong, connected families. 
  
As winter approaches and the drop-in becomes busier, 
there are a few items that are always helpful for the 
many community members who come through the 
doors.  
 
There will be a box to collect donated items at     
the front of the church sanctuary for the next     
several weeks.  
 
The items that IFC would love to have donated are: 
 

-Matchbox toy cars 
-Men’s and Women’s socks 
-Feminine hygiene products (pads, etc…) 
-Powdered coffee creamer 

 
For more information about the work of the Indigenous Family 
Centre, you can talk to Janessa Hiebert or visit:  www.ifcentre.com 

Crossroads Christmas Projects 
 

 

 

 

Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti on Oct 4, 2016. It created 
significant damage, affecting the lives of about 2.1 mil-
lion people- many of whom already were dealing with 
poverty. The hurricane destroyed many homes, caused 
great animal loss and left communities without access 
to clean water. 

MCC is responding with relief kids, blankets, and pure 
water tablet distributions to those who have been dis-
placed by the damage. In addition to that, they have 
sent a MCC team to assess the damage and height-
ened cholera concerns caused by flooding.  

This year, as one of Crossroads' Christmas projects, we 
are donating money to MCC towards the on going    
recovery plan they are working on in Haiti. 

To support MCC’s response work in Haiti, you can 
do so through the offering plate. Just remember to 

label your donation envelope as                
"Christmas Project" 

For further information about how MCC is helping in Haiti, you 
can talk to Jayne Barkman or visit:  

https://mcc.org/learn/what/relief/hurricane-matthew 

 


