
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2016 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                 

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 44:24-48:22                         

Message                    “God Is Sending a Liberator!”                 Marvin Dyck 

Communion   

Song of Response                                                                     Praise team 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                     

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for ages 1-4 in the basement during the morning message.  
         Workers today: Neufelds, Chris/Kaitlin        Dec. 11: Koslowsky, Kristen 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
        CE Supervisor today: Janessa               Next week: Alinea 
 
Adult Class: Further discussion on the message in the basement class 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

“Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; 
    for I am God, and there is no other.

  

By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity 
    a word that will not be revoked: 

Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. 
They will say of me, ‘In the L789 alone are deliverance and strength.’”  

Isaiah 45:22-24a 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today (Dec. 4-10: Dan G.   Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Travis P. 
 

TODAY—EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO STAY FOR A 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH at 12 NOON IN THE SANCTUARY, 

FOLLOWED BY CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT  
CATHERINE PLACE,  JUST 1 BLOCK AWAY. 

 
 

Cards for the missionaries Crossroads supports are on the table in the foyer. 
Please feel free to sign them as you walk by! 

Christmas gifts for missionaries. MB Mission invites you to contribute to the “Missionary 
Extra Blessing Pool”.  This pool is “a way to bless every one of our missionaries on the 
field with a fully tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from their North American support-
ers”.  All missionaries receive the same amount and they are free to use the gift for per-
sonal items.  To contribute to the Missionary Extra Blessing Pool/Christmas gift for MB 
Mission missionaries, mark your offering envelopes “Missionary Christmas Blessing” or 
“MB Missions Project 0593”. 

Would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship Committee invites you to consider the 
theme of our Christmas Eve celebration at 6:30 p.m. A song? Poem? Story? Drama? 
Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in 
our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 

Crossroads Information 

Do you have one hour a month free during the day? The church needs someone to 
deliver the bin of food once a month to the Holy Cross church, just down the street 
on Traverse/Dubuc St. It would need to be done any weekday during office hours. If you 
could do this once per month ministry, please contact Karis at office@crossroadsmb.ca, or 
talk to Carol Rempel for details. 
 
In 2013, Crossroads Christmas project was to raise funds for the MCC Rwanda Mwana 
Nshuti project that assists former street children to learn vocations so they can support 
themselves. Our church just received an update report on that project from MCC and it is 
posted on the bulletin board.  
 
North Kildonan MB Church is a vibrant congregation with growing programs. We are seek-
ing applications from qualified candidates for three new staff positions.  These positions 
are designed to augment the leadership we already have in place. The positions are 
Youth Ministry Coordinator, Small Groups & Women’s Ministry Coordinator and 
Children’s Program Coordinator. For more information, please find full job descriptions 
posted at www.nkmb.org/about. See bulletin board in foyer  
 
MCC Canada welcomes applications for Donor Life Cycle Assistant based in Winni-
peg. Applications are accepted until December 5. For more information and to apply, 
please visit https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings/donor-life-cycle-assistant 
 
MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Abuse Response & Prevention Program 
Coordinator based in Winnipeg. For more info and to apply, visit https://mcccanada.ca/get
-involved/serve/openings/abuse-response-prevention-program-coordinator 
 
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is searching for someone who is passionate 
about our mission statement “multiplying Christ-centred churches to see Canada trans-
formed by the good news of Jesus Christ” to be our new Communications Assistant. For 
more information please visit jobs.mbherald.com or email Elenore at 
elenore.doerksen@mbchurches.ca. 
  
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is seeking a full-time Accounting Ser-
vices Manager in the Winnipeg office. The position focuses on leading and being a part of 
the team that provides accounting services to various MB churches. For more information 
or a full job description contact Bertha at bertha.dyck@mbchurches.ca.  
 
Sam's Place Book & Bake Sale—Saturday, December 10, 1-3 pm, 159 Henderson 
Hwy.  Join us as we celebrate the season with Christmas baking and songs from the olde 
days. All books will be 10% off and we'll host musical performers from the Winnipeg Early 
Music Society. Donated baked goods are gratefully accepted. If you're interested in donat-
ing your baking, please contact manager@samsplacebooks.com 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Dec. 8, Thursday—Quilting for MCC Group meet at church from 10:00am to noon. No 
experience or skill necessary!  
 
Dec. 11, Sunday—Crossroads Christmas Program at 9:45am followed by snacks! 
Please bring a plate of Christmas snacks to share. There will be no Sunday School 
classes from Dec. 11-Jan 1/17.  Classes resume Jan. 8, 2017. 
 
Dec. 18, Sunday—Crossroads worship service at 9:45am.  
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve Program—’A Gift for Jesus’ at 6:30pm at the 
church.  
 
Dec. 25, Sunday—Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 9:45am. 

Crossroads Christmas Projects (ends Dec. 25) 
1. We are collecting items for the Indigenous Family Centre. Their drop-in and 
resource centre would love donations of matchbox cars, adults socks, feminine 
hygiene products, and powdered coffee creamer. For the next few weeks there 
will be a bin at the front of the sanctuary to collect the donations! For more infor-
mation on the IFC talk to Janessa or visit their website at ifcentre.com. 
 
2. We are donating money to MCC towards the on going recovery plan they are 
working on in Haiti. Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti on Oct 4, 2016. MCC is responding 
with relief kits, blankets, and pure water tablet distributions to those who have been 
displaced by the damage. To support MCC’s response work in Haiti, you can do 
so through the offering plate. Please label your donation envelope as 
“Christmas Project". For more details, talk to Jayne or see mcc.org. 



Message Outline continued 
3. God will prove His power and foreknowledge by Cyrus rebuilding 
Jerusalem* 
I am the LORD...who says of Jerusalem, 'It shall be inhabited...who says of 
Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of 
Jerusalem, 'Let it be rebuilt' and of the temple, 'Let its foundations be laid.' 
44:24-28 
 "44:26c-28...applies to...the building of Jerusalem the truth [of 44:25-26b]: 
that the word of the Lord directs all things....Such a detailed prediction has, of 
course, excited adverse comment and is taken to be a ground for insisting that these 
prophecies must be dated after Cyrus began his victorious rise. But first, if the fact 
of predictive prophecy is accepted, we are not in a position to set limits to its exer-
cise." Motyer 355 
 “[Isaiah 44:24-27 are] a careful preparation for the astonishing statement 
that Cyrus, the pagan king, is to be God’s choice of one who shall inherit the role 
and functions of the Davidic king (cp. Ps. 2). These words must have come as a pro-
found shock to the hearers;...45:1 his anointed …is the Hebrew…messiah…. Only 
here is it used of one who is not a member of the covenant community.” Herbert, 
Cambridge Bible Commentary: Isaiah 40-66 Cambridge 1975, 64-5 
 
a) Cyrus will be a great conqueror 45:1-3 
 "The picture of Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of combines the ideas 
of choosing, imparting strength, and leading the person out onto the stage of history. 
Subdue...strip...open...not shut well describe Cyrus's swift career of unbroken con-
quest, which was marveled at in the ancient world." Motyer 357 
 

b) God's purpose for Cyrus includes  
i) showing the world God’s greatness 5-6 
ii) surrender his life to God - but God won't force him 3, 5 
...so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons 
you by name....I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me.... 
45:3, 5 
"Through the evidence of prediction and fulfilment it was possible for Cyrus to 
come to know the true God, and this is all the words intend.....Such is the Lord's 
sovereignty that he does not require the willing or knowing co-operation of those he 
so uses: Cyrus does not acknowledge me/has not known me'....He stepped onto the 
world stage without any idea of the only God whose tool (10:15) he was to be." 
Motyer 358 
 

c) As the director of history's forces, God brings both prosperity and 
disaster. Let this comfort* you. 
I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, 
the LORD, do all these things. 45:7 *"The Lord is executively behind all the 
diversities of experience which life contains; he also ordains the order in which 
things happen, the course of experience....In this passage, full of historical calamities 
coming on people through Cyrus, this is what [disaster] means....Isaiah's intention 
is... comforting. This God, who is solely...in charge of everything and is the God 
who made all (44:24)..., is the Holy One and fashioner of Israel (44:24), the redemp-
tive Next-of-kin (45:1) of his people.” Motyer 359 “…disaster [is also translated] 
“trouble’. Herbert 66 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

God is Sending a Liberator! 
Isaiah 44:24-48:22 

 
The king [Artaxerxes] sent this reply: To Rehum the commanding of-
ficer...living in Samaria: Greetings. The letter you sent us has been read and 
translated in my presence. I issued an order and a search was made, and it was 
found that this city [Jerusalem] has a long history of revolt against kings and 
has been a place of rebellion and sedition. Jerusalem has had powerful kings 
ruling over the whole of Trans-Euphrates, and taxes, tribute and duty were 
paid to them. Now issue an order to these men to stop work, so that this city 
will not be rebuilt until I so order. Be careful not to neglect this matter. Why 
let this threat grow, to the detriment of the royal interests? Ezra 4:17-22
 "Isaiah has diagnosed a double need in the Lord's people, national bondage 
(42:18-43:21) and spiritual sinfulness (43:22-44:23). He now turns to say how these 
needs will be met." Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity 1993, 352. 
 

1. The God who made everything has been planning for you for a very 
long time! 
This is what the LORD says-your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb.... 
44:24 
 "Formed is...indicating painstaking care, whereby every circumstance of 
life is weighed and measured to give exactly the right pressure of the potter's hand 
so that the finished vessel will match his specifications. More intimate still is re-
deemed (35:9; 41:14), the Lord's deliberate acceptance of all the rights of the next-
of-kin, making the needs of his helpless 'relative' his own." Motyer 330-1 
 "The Lord who made and does all (24d; 45:7c) acts from the perspective 
that there is one people whom he brought into being, fashioned with his own hand 
and to whom he has pledged next-of-kin care....there is nothing of which he is not 
the maker." Motyer 354 
  
2. God sees the future and exposes those whose wisdom is otherwise 
rooted 
I am the LORD, who...makes fools of diviners, who overthrows the learning of 
the wise and turns it into nonsense.... 44:24-5 I have not spoken in secret, from 
somewhere in a land of darkness 45:19 The word of God has been clearly spo-
ken in his proclamation of what is right and just. Realms of darkness may refer to 
She’ol, the place of the dead, and therefore allude to the practice of necromancy.” 
Herbert 71 
For your sake I will send to Babylon and bring down as fugitives all the Baby-
lonians, in the ships in which they took pride. 43:14. See also 47:5-15 
 "Westermann notes that we now possess 'astonishingly wide knowledge' of 
Babylonian literature, including a 'plethora of oracles addressed to Babylonian and 
Assyrian kings', all of which are messages of hope without a single forecast of the 
doom about to fall....The diviners claimed some supernatural backing...." Motyer 
354. 
 
 



Message Outline continued 

4. God does not invite us to approve His methods 45:9-13 
Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker….Does the clay say to the potter, 
'What are you making?'...I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness:...He will 
rebuild my city and set my exiles free... 45:9, 13 
 “Quarrels…expresses…the thought…of disputing [God’s] right to do [what 
He is doing.]…In relation to the Cyrus-plan this criticism was inevitable….Under a 
Gentile liberator the people would in principle return to the same situation from 
which they had been deported….There would be no sovereign state, no Davidic re-
vival! The Cyrus-plan was the death-knell for all such hopes. We, of course, have the 
benefit of hindsight and know that the breaking of the nation-mould of the people of 
God was deliberate, in order that the ultimate form of Israel might emerge in the 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Motyer 361 Also Herbert 67. See the Lord’s Prayer 
 
5. As the nations see God at work in the exiles’ return, they will turn to 
God 14-25 
They will bow down before you and plead with you, saying, ’Surely God is with 
you, and there is no other.’ 45:14 “As 2:2-4 indicate, this is the magnetism the peo-
ple of God were intended to exercise….Since there is no reference to any preceding 
war, the chains symbolize voluntary acceptance of subject status. “ Motyer 363-4 
Truly you are a God who has been hiding himself, the God and Savior of Israel. 
45:15 “[H]ow concealed indeed are the purposes of God when the enforced submis-
sion of Israel to the Gentile Cyrus is but a passing veil over the ultimate truth of Gen-
tile submission to Israel! Who but the Lord could bring the Gentiles to Israel by ap-
pearing to do the reverse?” Motyer 364 
 
6. All are welcome (22). One day all will admit that there’s only one God 
(23) 
Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is 
no other….Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. They 
will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone are deliverance and strength.’ All who have 
raged against him will come to him and be put to shame.  45:22-24 
“It is implied that all can turn, if they will….On conversion, salvation will follow.” 
Pulpit Commentary: Isaiah Vol. 2, Eerdmans 1962, 177. 
 “Here…is the standard that can guide the one who, with fear and trembling, 
seeks to find the proper posture before God in awareness of the diversity represented 
by the nations with their various cults and beliefs. The starting point in dealing 
with…the relations between the world’s religions is awe before the Creator of 
all….To this awesome standard the apostle Paul appealed in a community that was 
being torn asunder by disputes over dietary laws and Sabbath observance. What im-
age could he invoke that might help these quibbling human beings to distinguish 
between petty parochial matters and essential matters of faith? The apostle turned to 
our passage in Isaiah….(Rom. 14:10-11).” Hanson, Interpretation: Isaiah 40-66 
John Knox 1995, 112-113. See Philippians 2:10-11 

  


