
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2016 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                Crossroads Choir 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                               

Sunday School Program                                                             

Scripture Reading                      Isaiah 50                            

Message                 “Trusting God in the Darkness”                  Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                        

 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy Christmas snacks in the 

sanctuary immediately following this mornings’ service. 
 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
There is no organized nursery care this morning.  
 Next Sunday, Dec. 18: Koslowsky, Kristen        
 
There are no Sunday School classes today.  
 Next week SS supervisor: Alinea. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

“Who among you fears the L)*+ 
    and obeys the word of his servant? 

Let the one who walks in the dark, 
    who has no light, 

trust in the name of the L)*+ 
    and rely on their God.“ 

Isaiah 50:10 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today (Dec. 11-17): Travis P.     Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Craig S. 

We know the snow is coming eventually, so beat the rush and sign-up TODAY to 
shovel our church ramp on a Sunday morning this winter! The sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board. If we all sign up to do one Sunday this winter, the job is easier for everyone! 
 
Christmas gifts for missionaries, MB Mission invites you to contribute to the “Missionary 
Extra Blessing Pool”.  This pool is “a way to bless every one of our missionaries on the 
field with a fully tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from their North American support-
ers”.  All missionaries receive the same amount and they are free to use the gift for person-
al items.  To contribute to the Missionary Extra Blessing Pool/Christmas gift for MB Mission 
missionaries, mark your offering envelopes “Missionary Christmas Blessing” or “MB Mis-
sions Project 0593”. 
 
What would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship Committee invites you to consider 
the theme of our Christmas Eve celebration at 6:30 p.m. A song? Poem? Story? Drama? 
Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus. 
 
Do you have one hour a month free during the day? The church needs someone to 
deliver the bin of food once a month to the Holy Cross church, just down the street 
on Traverse/Dubuc St. It would need to be done any weekday during office hours. If you 
could do this once per month ministry, please contact Karis at office@crossroadsmb.ca, or 
talk to Carol Rempel for details. 
 

Crossroads Information 

Thank you for the generous gift and warm affirmation we received last Sunday. We contin-
ue to find joy in serving as your pastor couple. We think of you with affection, we ache with 
your hurts, and we celebrate your victories.   
Edith and Marvin Dyck 
 
Thanks to Crossroads for the wonderful gift and affirmation this past Sunday. It has been 
my joy and privileged to serve you and your children. I look forward to where God will con-
tinue to lead us in the coming year. 
God Bless,  Stefan Klassen 
 
Thank you Crossroads for the gift I received last Sunday. You are an encouragement to 
me and make it a pleasure to work for you! 
Karis Hiebert 
 
Living Bible Explorers is looking for groups or individuals seeking to give and bless 
Winnipeg’s poor this Christmas by: • Supporting or contributing to a hamper – financial 
gifts, donations of food and toys and assistance in packing and delivering is welcome. • 
Christmas Day Meal – cooking turkeys, working 2-3 hr shifts, musicians, servers & clean-
ers are welcome. Please contact us: 204-786-8667 or office@livingbibleexplorers.com  
 
Union Gospel Mission needs: 
- Non-perishable food items:  canned soup, meat, fruit, veggies, rice, pasta & sauce 
        peanut butter, jam, butter 
- Winter clothing:  Coats, boots, toques & gloves 
- New underwear and socks 
- Personal hygiene items 
- Diapers:  sizes 4 - 6 
- HE laundry detergent 
- Fabric softener 
UGM has many needs for volunteers. A detailed list is posted on the bulletin board in our 
foyer. 
 
Season’s Greetings from the École de théologie du Québec – ETEQ (formerly ETEM-
IBVIE). As the end of the year approaches, we would be grateful if you would pray 
for ETEQ and support us to meet our fundraising goal by Dec. 31, 2016. We have 
now reached 50% of $160,000 goal.  If you feel compelled to give, you can do so at 
www.ETEQ.ca.  
 
Please join us in prayer for the people of Aleppo, Syria as the number of missiles and 
bombs has continued to increase. A long-term MCC partner urges our prayers for peace 
and that this Christmas will bring joy and hope to the people of Syria. To hear more from 
Aleppo, please visit http://mccmb.ca/stories/pray-christmas-will-bring-joy 
 
 
 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Dec. 18, Sunday—Crossroads worship service at 9:45am.  Sunday School classes for 
ages 2 through adult at 11:15am. 
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve Program—’A Gift for Jesus’ at 6:30pm at the 
church.  
 
Dec. 25, Sunday—Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 9:45am. 
There will be no Sunday School classes on Dec. 25, Jan. 1 and 8. They resume  Sunday, 
January 15, 2017. 
 
Jan. 1, Sunday—Crossroads Worship service at 9:45am. 

Crossroads Christmas Projects  
(ends Dec. 25)   
 
1. We are collecting items for the Indigenous Family Centre. Their drop-in and 
resource centre would love donations of matchbox cars, adults socks, feminine 
hygiene products, and powdered coffee creamer. For the next few weeks there 
will be a bin at the front of the sanctuary to collect the donations! For more infor-
mation on the IFC talk to Janessa Hiebert or visit their website at ifcentre.com. 
 
2. We are donating money to MCC towards the on going recovery plan they are 
working on in Haiti. Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti on Oct 4, 2016. MCC is responding 
with relief kits, blankets, and pure water tablet distributions to those who have been 
displaced by the damage. To support MCC’s response work in Haiti, you can do 
so through the offering plate. Please label your donation envelope as 
“Christmas Project". For more details, talk to Jayne Barkman or see mcc.org. 



Message Outline 

 "[This is a] suffering...bravely faced and endured in obedience to the Lord 
God. Not a suffering because of wrongdoing (as 42:24; 50:1) but through costly 
obedience; a suffering not merited but accepted, described in terms of the judicial 
act of flogging, gratuitous torture and personal humiliation." Motyer 400 
 

5. When that happens, trust God – but it may get worse before it gets 
better 50:7-11 

Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.  
Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to 
shame.  
He who vindicates me is near.  
Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! 
Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! 50:7-8 
 “If verse 6 reviews the past, then helps must be ‘was helping me 
[throughout]’. Out of this confidence of help comes certainty of the outcome 
(‘therefore’ I will not be disgraced’/end in confusion’} and resolute determination 
(Therefore I have set my face like flint) to carry things through to success.” Motyer 
400 
 
a) If you trust God, He’s on your side 
It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who will condemn me? 50:9 “Since the 
Lord God helps, no charge stands. The thought is not that the Sovereign protects his 
favourite but that the Lord’s willingness to be Next-of-kin to the Servant is proof of 
his righteousness and the rightness of his cause before divine judgment.” Motyer 
400 
 
b) When you can’t see anything, follow the example of God’s Servant 
and keep trusting God – it’s the only way that works 50:10-11 
Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? 
Let the one who walks in the dark, who has no light’ 
Trust in the name of the LORD and rely on their God. 
But now, all you who light fires and provide yourselves with flaming torches, 
Go, walk in the light of your fires and of the torches you have set ablaze. 
This is what you shall receive from my hand: 
You will lie down in torment. 50:10-11 

“These verses…open…a gulf between two classes of people: those who 
model themselves on the Servant (10) and those who walk in the way of self-
sufficiency (11)….To walk in darkness and have no light is part of the description of 
the one who fears and hears. Those who commit themselves to the Servant-way will 
have a Servant-experience, normative for them because true of him. It is not an indi-
cation that they have missed the will of God but is, as for the Servant, intrinsic to the 
life of obedience….His name is all that the Lord has revealed himself to be; it was in 
the darkness of Egyptian bondage that he brought the meaning of his name to them 
(Ex. 3:13-15). He is a God for just such a time! 

“Those who continue in their own way, dealing with life’s darkness by a 
‘do-it-yourself- remedy, are doomed….The picture here is of people seeking to 
equip themselves, out of earthly resources, to deal with earth’s dark experiences. 
They feel the need of nothing they cannot generate for themselves.” Motyer 401 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 1 John 3:8 
 
 

Trusting God in the Darkness 
Isaiah 50 

 
1. When we sin, God can't just sit there. He has to do something 
Because of your sins you were sold; because of your transgressions your moth-
er was sent away. 50:1 
 "Sins is the inner perversion of the heart, transgressions is wilful rebellion. 
Sold...has also a long history in Judges 2:14; 3:8; 4:2; 10:7. This allusion would stir 
up memories that in those situations the Lord had also 'raised up saviours' (Judges 
3:9, 15)....It is not, therefore, open to Zion to say that sin and iniquity preclude a 
response to the Lord's call of grace." Motyer 397 
 

2. God came calling your name, wanting to help you. No one answered. 
Why? 
When I came, why was there no one? 
When I called, why was there no one to answer? 
...Do I lack the strength to rescue you? 
By a mere rebuke I dry up the sea.... 50:2 
 "I came...I called is reminiscent of Genesis 3:8f., the voice of love and 
longing contradicting the accusations of 49:14ff.....By his... power over creation, 
the Lord is demonstrably able to do whatever he promises (or threatens)....no won-
der words overflow here in indignant expostulation when the children of the exo-
dus, the great redemption, refuse their Redeemer." Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah 
InterVarsity 1993, 397 
 

3. God wants to teach you how to encourage tired, discouraged people. 
To do that, 
 
a) you need to take time daily to listen to God 
The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word 
that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to 
listen like one being instructed. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, I 
have not been rebellious, I have not turned away. 50:4-5 
 "'Nothing', says Delitzsch, 'indicates a tongue befitting the disciples of God 
so much as the gift of administering consolation'.... 
 "...the discipleship of the morning by morning appointment with God....He 
is the second and true Adam who, when the Lord God came and called (cf. Gen. 
3:8), was responsive and unashamed. The tongue filled with the appropriate word 
for ministry is the product of the ear filled with the word of God." Motyer 399 
 

b) you need to obey what He says 50:5 
 "There came a moment in the sequence of morning instruction when a par-
ticular intimation of the Lord's will was granted and, equally a product of the morn-
ing discipleship, it was met by obedience." Motyer 399 
 
4. When you obey God, things may go very badly for you 50:6 
I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my 
beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. 50:6 
 



Kids Bulletin 
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