
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

4th Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2016 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                 

Scripture Reading               I Corinthians 12:12-27 

Message                                                                                  Bob & Andrea 

            “God Made You and You can Do what He Calls You to Do”      

Scripture Reading                   Isaiah 51:1-52:12 

Message                         “God has big plans for you”                Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response     

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery care for children ages 1-4 during the message in the basement. 
 Workers today: Koslowsky, Kristen       Next Sunday: no nursery care   
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Alinea. 
There will be no Sunday School classes Dec. 25, Jan 1 & 8.  
Classes resume Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017 at 11:15am. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

How beautiful on the mountains 
    are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  

Isaiah 51:7 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Craig S.            Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Stefan B. 

 
 
 
If you are able, please sign-up to shovel our church ramp on a Sunday morning once 
this winter! The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. If we all sign up to do one Sunday 
this winter, the job is easier for everyone! 
 
Christmas gifts for missionaries - MB Mission invites you to contribute to the “Missionary 
Extra Blessing Pool”.  This pool is “a way to bless every one of our missionaries on the 
field with a fully tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from their North American support-
ers”.  All missionaries receive the same amount and they are free to use the gift for person-
al items.  To contribute to the Missionary Extra Blessing Pool/Christmas gift for MB Mission 
missionaries, mark your offering envelopes “Missionary Christmas Blessing” or “MB Mis-
sions Project 0593”. 
 
Do you have one hour a month free during the day? The church needs someone to 
deliver the bin of food once a month to the Holy Cross church, just down the street 
on Traverse/Dubuc St. It would need to be done any weekday during office hours. If you 
could do this once per month ministry, please contact Karis or talk to Carol  for details. 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

If you're interested in a cross-cultural internship or work experience in a faith-based 
context, consider applying for SALT 2017-18! We're looking for communicators, teach-
ers, French or Spanish speakers, development grads, peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, 
social workers, and more. Young adults ages 18-30, apply today at http://mccmb.ca/salt.  
 
Attend class for credit or audit LIVE wherever you are with the Steinbach Bible College 
Edgeless Classroom! Revelation and Hosea-Malachi begin January 2017. Visit SBCol-
lege.ca/Courses for info and registration or call 204-326-6451. 
 
The School of Leadership, a ministry of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Manitoba is 
inviting you to its` upcoming module called “Culture and Gospel Contextualization” 
which will be taught by Lloyd Letkeman. Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7-9:30pm 
at 83 Henderson Hwy. Cost is $120. Please contact Jose-Luis Moraga at sol”mbcm.ca or 
204-669-6575. 
 
Living Bible Explorers is looking for groups or individuals seeking to give and bless 
Winnipeg’s poor this Christmas by: • Supporting or contributing to a hamper – financial 
gifts, donations of food and toys and assistance in packing and delivering is welcome. • 
Christmas Day Meal – cooking turkeys, working 2-3 hr shifts, musicians, servers & clean-
ers are welcome. Please contact us: 204-786-8667 or office@livingbibleexplorers.com  
 
Union Gospel Mission needs: 
- Non-perishable food items:  canned soup, meat, fruit, veggies, rice, pasta & sauce 
        peanut butter, jam, butter 
- Winter clothing:  Coats, boots, toques & gloves 
- New underwear and socks 
- Personal hygiene items 
- Diapers:  sizes 4 - 6 
- HE laundry detergent 
- Fabric softener 
UGM has many needs for volunteers. See the poster on the bulletin board in our foyer. 
 
Please join us in prayer for the people of Aleppo, Syria as the number of missiles and 
bombs has continued to increase. A long-term MCC partner urges our prayers for peace 
and that this Christmas will bring joy and hope to the people of Syria. To hear more from 
Aleppo, please visit http://mccmb.ca/stories/pray-christmas-will-bring-joy 
 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Dec. 24, Saturday—Christmas Eve Program—’A Gift for Jesus’ at 6:30pm at the 
church.  
 
Dec. 25, Sunday—Christmas morning Worship Service at Crossroads at 9:45am. 
There will be no Sunday School classes on Dec. 25, Jan. 1 and 8. They resume Sunday, 
January 15, 2017. 
 
Jan. 1, Sunday—Crossroads Worship service at 9:45am. 

Crossroads Christmas Projects  
(ends next Sunday, Dec. 25)   
 
1. We are collecting items for the Indigenous Family Centre. Their 
drop-in and resource centre would love donations of matchbox 
cars, adults socks, feminine hy- giene products, and powdered 
coffee creamer. For the next few weeks there will be a bin at the front of the sanctu-
ary to collect the donations! For more information on the IFC talk to Janessa or visit 
their website at ifcentre.com. 
 
2. We are donating money to MCC towards the on going recovery plan they are 
working on in Haiti. Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti on Oct 4, 2016. MCC is responding 
with relief kits, blankets, and pure water tablet distributions to those who have been 
displaced by the damage. To support MCC’s response work in Haiti, you can do 
so through the offering plate. Please label your donation envelope as 



Message Outline 

"...We have the sure word of the Lord Jesus that the cross was both the final throw 
in Satan's power-bid for world domination, and also the achievement of such a work 
of redemption as made Satan of no further significance. Yet intermediate skirmishes 
in the same warfare are the daily lot of God's people. Every circumstance offers an 
exit for forces from the abyss to disrupt and destroy, and every circumstance is in 
the hands of the great victor to transform it into a way of escape for pilgrims to Zion 
(1 Cor. 10:13). The redeemed) are those who have experienced the work of their 
divine Next-of-kin taking all their needs as his own." Motyer 408-410 
 “’The great deep’ (v. 10) also appears in Gen. 1:2, and re-emerges in the 
flood story (Gen. 7:11). It too symbolizes a recurring threat to the peaceful order of 
human lives. In modern times, the Nazi Holocaust can be thought of as the bursting 
forth of ‘the fountains of the great deep’ (Gen. 7:11). Nevertheless, the arm of the 
Lord slew the dragon and dried up the waters of that ‘great deep’ to make a way 
through the depths of the sea for the ‘redeemed’ to pass over and the ‘ransomed’ to 
come to Zion ‘with singing’ (vv. 10-11).  
 

b) that He is the Creator and His followers are His people 51:12-16 
I, even I, am he who comforts you. Who are you that you fear mere mor-
tals...that you forget the LORD your Maker, who stretches out the heavens and 
who lays the foundations of the earth....I have put my words in your mouth and 
covered you with the shadow of my hand - I who...say to Zion, 'You are my 
people.' 51:12-16 
 "Awake, awake (9) finds a response in I, even I (12), as if to say, 'But I am 
as alert as ever you might require!'" Motyer 410 
 

5. Think and act like what you are, because God will act like who He is 
52:1-6 
Awake, awake, Zion, clothe yourself with strength! Put on your garments of 
splendor.... 52:1 
Therefore my people will know my name.... 52:6 
 "The metaphor of clothing (51:9) means 'be what you really are'; it is not an 
exercise in pretence or a 'cover-up' but a manifestation of character. So here it means 
enjoy and display the strength now truly yours...the background is Exodus 28:2, 
where the high priestly garments are for 'glory and beauty'. The Lord's people are at 
last the priestly people of divine intention. (Ex. 19:6).... 
 ",,,Something is going to happen which will confirm and reinforce all that 
the [Lord's] name means. This will be not a revelation of new truth, for the name is 
unchangeable (ex. 3:15), but a new revelation of existing truth, the redeeming God 
of the Exodus manifested in the coming redemption (3)." Motyer 416, 418.  
 

6. God’s plans are bigger than the Exodus and the return from Babylon 
a) Babylon became comfortable for the exiles 
The cowering prisoners will soon be set free 51:14 
 "...we know that life [in Babylonian exile] was far from oppressive (Jer. 
29:4-7) and in fact became so homelike that in the event few could uproot them-
selves to return to Zion........[I]t is a development of the motif of a captive as 
such....For this is in truth the plight of the people of God unless he save them: bur-
dened, doomed to die, wasting....It can...have overtones of death without divine fa-
vour (38:17; Psalm 49:9)..." Motyer 412 
 
 

God has big plans for you 
Isaiah 51:1-52:12 

 
1. If God's promises seem impossible, think of your origins* 51:1-3 
...look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I 
called him he was only one man, and I blessed him and made him many. The 
LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; 
he will make her deserts like Eden... 51:2-3 
 *”[This prophecy] summons those who ‘seek the Lord’ to remember their 
origins: they are descended from Abraham and Sarah, and therefore inheritors of 
the promises to Abraham and his seed for ever (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18; 17:3-8).” Saw-
yer, Daily Study Bible: Isaiah Vol. 2I Westminster John Knox 1986 134. 
 "The thrust of the oracle is to foster faith by recollection of how the Lord 
ac ted and blessed in the past and, therefore, encourage waiting in faith for the 
blessings still to come....Like Eden is not simply a figure of beauty and plenty but 
also one of the absence of the divine curse consequent upon sin. The edict whereby 
God's fair creation became productive of thorns and thistles (Ben. 3:18) has been 
revoked and the way opened for wastelands to become places of joy (11:6-9; 
35:1)." Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity 1993, 403-4 
 

2. God isn't thinking only about you. He wants to save all people! 51:4-6 
 “[This prophecy] declares that salvation will be universal and eter-
nal….What happens in Jerusalem affects the whole world, in this case bringing 
justice and hope to the peoples of the world.” Sawyer 134 
 

3. So don't let others' insults scare you - opposition can't last 51:7-8 
 “[This prophecy] is addressed to those who have the Torah (law) within 
their hearts; an idea well known from Deuteronomy (eg 30:14), Jeremiah (31:31-
34), Ezekiel (36:26-27), Paul (2 Cor 3:1-6) and others….With such inner strength, 
you have nothing to fear from enemies or persecutors: they will perish like a moth-
eaten garment.” Sawyer 135. 
 

4. Instead, pray for God to keep His promises - and remember again 
a) His rescue in the past 51:9-11 
Awake, awake, arm of the LORD, clothe yourself with strength! Awake, as in 
days gone by v. 9 
 "...the proper response to divine promises is to pray for their fulfilment, and 
if the prayer borders on irreverence (9; cf. Ps. 44:23-24) this betokens only an ur-
gent longing that the blessed future should dawn at once.... 
 “Four elements in these verses point to the exodus as the past event referred 
to: (i) the making of a road in the depths echoes the Red Sea experience; (ii) the 
redeemed, when it refers to a past experience, describes those who came out of 
Egypt; (iii) the only historical event which prefigures eschatological [future] re-
demption is the exodus...); (iv) Rahab is used as a code-name for Egypt. Isaiah 
30:7....Likewise,...Ezekiel 29:3 and 32:2 are explicit in connecting 'the monster' 
with the exodus....Thus, verses 9-11 contain the true confidence of intercession: 
what the Lord revealed of himself  in the past he still is. He heard their cry at the 
Red Sea and responded dramatically and completely; he alone is God, and there is 
no way in which his will can be resisted....the prayer of verses 9-11 is the prayer of 
faith.... 



Message Outline continued 

b) God plans to return humans to the life for which He created them 
‘There is no peace,’ says the LORD, ‘for the wicked.’ 48:22 
Depart, depart, go out from there. Touch no unclean thing! Come out from it and 
be pure, you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 52:11 
 "Isaiah concluded his treatment of Cyrus and Babylon at 48:20-21. Since then 
neither has been mentioned by name. The new need (48:22) and the predicted remedy 
(40:5-6) have been the sole theme. Devastation, bondage, captivity have been used as 
motifs, and the key to this was provided in 49:14-50:3, where Zion's desolateness and 
despondency were evidences of the spiritual malady of unresponsiveness to the Lord. 
The leading promises of God have been concerned with spiritual verities of salvation, 
righteousness, the end of divine wrath, holiness and priestliness....A great salvation 
has been effected in which the Lord's wrath is gone (51:17-23) and his people are es-
tablished in holiness as a royal priesthood (52:1ff.). Now they are called to live ac-
cording to their God-given dignity....In context...the call is to leave the whole setting 
and ambience of the old sinful life behind. In contrast to the exodus, when they were 
commanded to load themselves with the treasures of Egypt (Ex. 12:35f), they are now 
commanded to touch no unclean thing...." Motyer 421.  
 “The implied call to forget the ‘former things’ (43:18) because something 
totally new is about to happen, provides a perfect lead into the most original prophecy 
in the whole book.” Sawyer 141. 
 

 

 


