
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Christmas Day, December 25, 2016 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                       

Video    “Love” 

Scripture Reading                   Isaiah 52:13-53:12                

Message                          “Christmas: That’s Not Fair!”             Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                  

 
Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning.       
Everyone is welcome. 
 
There will be no nursery care today. 
 
There will be no Sunday School classes Dec. 25, Jan 1 & 8.  
Classes resume Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017 at 11:15am. 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

And now the LORD says - he who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and 
gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of 

the LORD and my God has been my strength -  
he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my  

servant to restore the tribes of Jacob 
and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." 
Isaiah 49:5-6 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Stefan B          Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Kathi F 
 

 
Classes for those considering baptism and church membership will begin 
Sunday January 22 at 11:15 in the kitchen I 
 
f you are able, please sign-up to shovel our church ramp on a Sunday morn-
ing once this winter! The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. If we all sign up 
to do one Sunday this winter, the job is easier for everyone! 
 
Christmas gifts for missionaries. MB Mission invites you to contribute to the 
“Missionary Extra Blessing Pool”.  This pool is “a way to bless every one of our 
missionaries on the field with a fully tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from 
their North American supporters”.  All missionaries receive the same amount and 
they are free to use the gift for personal items.  To contribute to the Missionary 
Extra Blessing Pool/Christmas gift for MB Mission missionaries, mark your offer-
ing envelopes “Missionary Christmas Blessing” or “MB Missions Project 0593”. 
 

 

Crossroads Information 

The Crossroads Sunday bulletins for Jan. 1 and 8 will be produced by Kait-
lin. If you have any announcements for those bulletins, please forward them to 
her. 
 
If you're interested in a cross-cultural internship or work experience in a 
faith-based context, consider applying for SALT 2017-18! We're looking for 
communicators, teachers, French or Spanish speakers, development grads, 
peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, social workers, and more. Young adults ages 
18-30, apply today at http://mccmb.ca/salt.  
 
The School of Leadership, a ministry of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Man-
itoba is inviting you to its` upcoming module called “Culture and Gospel Contex-
tualization” which will be taught by Lloyd L. Monday and Wednesday evenings 
from 7-9:30pm at 83 Henderson Hwy. Cost is $120. Please contact Jose-Luis at 
sol”mbcm.ca or 204-669-6575. 
 
MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Migration & Resettlement Sup-
port Worker based in Winnipeg. Applications are accepted until January 3. For 
more information and to apply, please visit https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/
serve/openings/migration-resettlement-support-worker 
 
Attend class for credit or audit LIVE wherever you are with the Steinbach Bible 
College Edgeless Classroom! Revelation and Hosea-Malachi begin January 
2017. Visit SBCollege.ca/Courses for info and registration or call 204-326-6451. 
 
Perhaps you had interest in volunteering with Mennonite Disaster Service this 
winter, but scheduling didn't work out. You can still take part by supporting other 
hardworking volunteers with a year-end donation. You may be interested in 
helping MDS purchase 12 new RV trailers to house leadership volunteers 
on project sites. Leadership volunteers need a space of their own, a quiet place 
of retreat from social pressures to recover and prepare for the next day. Each 
trailer costs $9,200 and we have raised about half the funds needed to purchase 
12 of them. Donations of any size are welcome to help meet the goal. This could 
make a great Christmas giving project for your church or family. Online donations 
can be made at mds.mennonite.net (choose “RV Trailers for Leadership Volun-
teer Housing” from the designation drop down). For checque donations, write “RV 
project” on the memo line and make payable to: Mennonite Disaster Service, 6A-
1325 Markham Rd. Winnipeg, MB  R3T 4J6 
 
Please join us in prayer for the people of Aleppo, Syria as the number of mis-
siles and bombs has continued to increase. A long-term MCC partner urges our 
prayers for peace and that this Christmas will bring joy and hope to the people of 
Syria. To hear more from Aleppo, please visit http://mccmb.ca/stories/pray-
christmas-will-bring-joy 

Coming Up At Crossroads... 
 
Jan. 1, 2017—Sunday morning—Crossroads Worship service at 9:45am. 
 
Jan. 8, Sunday—Crossroads Worship service at 9:45am 
 
Jan. 15, Sunday—Crossroads Worship service at 9:45am. Sunday School 
classes begin at 11:15am  
 

Crossroads Christmas Projects  
Today is the last day to donate! 
 
1. We are collecting items for the Indigenous Family Centre. Their drop-in 
and resource centre would love donations of matchbox cars, 
adults socks, feminine hygiene products, and powdered cof-
fee creamer. For the next few weeks there will be a bin at the 
front of the sanctuary to collect the donations! For more infor-
mation on the IFC talk to Janessa or visit their website at ifcen-
tre.com. 
 
2. We are donating money to MCC towards the on going recovery plan they 
are working on in Haiti. Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti on Oct 4, 2016. MCC is re-
sponding with relief kits, blankets, and pure water tablet distributions to those 
who have been displaced by the damage. To support MCC’s response work 
in Haiti, you can do so through the offering plate. Please label your dona-
tion envelope as “Christmas Project". For more details, talk to Jayne or see 
mcc.org. 



Message Outline 
 “Isaiah 53:11 is one of the fullest statements of atonement theology ever 
penned. (i) The Servant knows the needs to be met and what must be done. (ii) As 
‘that righteous one, my servant’ he is both fully acceptable to the God our sins have 
offended and has been appointed by him to his task. (iii) As righteous, he is free 
from every contagion of our sin. (iv) He accomplishes the task fully. Negatively, in 
the bearing of iniquity, positively, in the provision of righteousness.” Motyer 442 
 
4. God's servant's  
a) suffering was 'voluntary and undeserved"**, ending in death 53:7-9 
**Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity1993, 423 
 "Animals go as uncomprehendingly to slaughter as to shearing; the Servant 
who knew well, went to his death with a calmness reflecting not an ignorant but a 
submitted mind." Motyer 432 
 "The appropriation of hurt and guilt could not happen boisterously, aggres-
sively, or violently. It is done, rather, silently, peacefully, with no violence, with not 
even an outcry (vs. 7-9)....In his staggering appearance and in his more staggering 
action, the servant has indeed changed the world, tilting it (and us) toward whole-
ness and well-being." Brueggemann 248 
 
b) death was with wicked people and a rich person  
his grave was assigned with wicked ones and with a rich one… 53:9, Motyer 435 
 “He seems to be saying that in the burial of the Servant, wicked people and 
a rich man were somehow involved….[S]ince the Servant was condemned as a 
criminal, the natural expectation was that he would be brought to a criminal’s 
grave….Delitzsch has the ring of truth when he writes that ‘without the commentary 
supplied by the fulfilment, it would be impossible to understand verse 9 at all.’” 
Motyer 435-6 
 
5. This suffering was God's will - to deal with our sin 53:10 (also v. 6) 
Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and...the 
LORD makes his life an offering for sin.... 53:10 
 
6. Prosperity follows the servant's suffering* - including children! 10-12 
…he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will 
prosper in his hand. 53:10 “Those who become the Servant’s beneficiaries 
through the reparation-offering become his children…: we stray as sheep (6), we 
return as children.” Motyer 440 
 "Now the promise of 52:13 will be kept (53:10-12). We return to the word 
'prosper' (see 52:13). This utterly obedient one will have long life and prosperity. 
The one who gave his life will receive back an abundant life. He will be exalted and 
lifted up, because he carried the burdens that were unbearable for the others." 
Brueggemann 248 
 "...the poem helps the church in rediscerning what Jesus has done and is 
doing. Jesus' entry into the hurt and guilt of the world has indeed changed the world 
toward wholeness....The poem, and its evangelical enactment in the cross...call...for 
stunned, awed silence in the face of a mystery too deep for speculation or explana-
tion....We watch while God acts vulnerably to do what could only be done vulnera-
bly, caringly, at enormous risk, hurt and pain. We watch while a healed world is 
birthed out of the wretchedness." Brueggemann 248 
 
 
Message continued next page... 

Christmas: That’s Not Fair! 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 
And now the LORD says - he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 
to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength -  
he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of 
Jacob 
and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." Isaiah 49:5-6 
 

1. God's servant prospers and is greatly honoured 52:13 
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be 
very high v.13 NRSV 
 
2. God's servant is "lowly, unattractive,...without commanding pres-
ence” (52:14-53:3)* *"The servant...is 'marred.' His condition 'startles.' He has 
the sort of defect that causes people to look away in repulsion and yet to look glanc-
ingly back in fascination. He is a loser, an outsider from whom no one expects any-
thing. He reminds nobody of authority, or of the power to transform or save." 
Brueggemann, Texts for Preaching: Year A Westminster John Knox 1995, 247. 
 
3. God's servant suffers for us so we can be healed 53:4-6, 11, 12 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering 53:4. Also 63:9; Psalm 68:19 
 "This unattractive loser has embraced and appropriated 'our' infirmities, 
diseases, transgressions, and iniquities. it is his suffering embrace that has  caused 
us to be healed, forgiven, and restored. 
 "We are here at the central mystery of the gospel....How can one in suffer-
ing appropriate the hurt and guilt of another?...It rests...on...honest human experi-
ence. It is the case, for example, that the suffering of a parent does indeed transform 
a child. It is the case that a 'wounded healer' can profoundly heal. " Brueggemann 
247 
 "He acted by means of substitution. According to verse 4ab, the Servant 
lifts up and loads our needs on to himself, and in verse 5ab his sufferings were the 
penalty which he paid for our transgressions. According to verse 5c, the chastise-
ment essential to our peace with God fell on him, and it was 'at the price of his 
wounds' that we have healing (5d). The substitutionary imagery of verse 6c is 
drawn straight from Leviticus 16.... 
 "The Servant dealt with every aspect of our need. With all the infirmities 
and sorrows that blight our lives (4), and the moral and spiritual wrong and guilt 
that alienates God (5). Positively, in respect of the former he brings us healing (5d), 
and in respect of the latter, peace (5c). 
 "His work of suffering fulfilled the will of God. While we were straying 
(6ab), the Servant's willing sin-bearing was being met by the divine action of sin-
imposition. In his Servant, the Lord was dealing with all that merited his wrath. The 
Servant is the lamb of God." Motyer 429, also 443. 
By his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear 
their iniquities. 53:11 
 



Message Outline continued 

7. God reverses "roles and expectations," showing His power in weak-
ness*** 
 ***"Certainly this text lends support to a Christology that sees the power of 
God revealed in weakness....Dramatic also are the numerous reversals of roles and 
expectations. God exalts the lowly one (52:13-15), so that those who were astonished 
at his horrible appearance will be amazed at his elevation. The One who was consid-
ered guilty is the one who carries away the guilt of others (53:11-12). Those who re-
jected him as guilty and repulsive (53:2-3, 7-9) reverse themselves, confessing their 
own guilt and the servant's innocence (53:5-6, 9-10). Nothing, it seems, is as it first 
appears." Tucker, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year A Trinity1992, 213 
 

8. God's love shows in dying for those who considered Him guilty*** 53:4-
5 
 "...there is the astonishing realization that the death of this one who was des-
pised and rejected is vicarious, on behalf of those very ones who had considered him 
guilty." Tucker 213 
 

9. God identifies with those who experience life’s unfairness 
 “The heaping up of words to designate pain and suffering, disgrace and sor-
row, as well as the startling confession that this ‘perversion of justice’ is ‘the will of 
the LORD,’ signifies a daring plunge into the heart and mind of a God who suffers so 
intensely with the people as to lead to a course of action that breaks all conventions of 
justice….[W]e witness here a recasting of the tradition of atoning sacrifice with the 
stakes raised astonishingly from animal bearing sin to human becoming offering. 
What is more, the person described is not just anyone, but the one closest to the heart 
of God, the kind, gentle, and obedient Servant of the Lord.” Hanson, Interpretations: 
Isaiah 40-66 John Knox 1995, 158 
 
10. In this way God completes the Jews’ role to be a light to the nations** 
53:11-12 
 **"...the suffering which began to cast its shadow over the second Song (49:4; 
cf. 49:7), and which formed the heart of the third Song (50:6), is now explained as the 
wounding and bruising of one who bore the sins of others. And on the basis of this sin
-bearing work, Zion is called into the covenant of peace (54:10) and the whole world 
into an everlasting covenant (55:3). Thus, the double task committed to the Servant 
(49:6) has been accomplished." Motyer 422-3 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoev-
er believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands con-
demned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. John 3:16-18 
 

 

 


