
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, March 5, 2017 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                       

Scripture Reading       Matthew 6:5-15; 26:36-39                 

Message                        “Jesus Prays With Us”                         Marvin Dyck 

Communion  

Song of Response 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                           

 

 
Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery Care for ages 1-4 in the basement youth room. 
         Supervisors today: Hiebert, Kalombo     Next week: Koslowsky, Hiebert 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adults at 11:15am.  
         CE supervisor: Mark              Next week: Sandra  
 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

 
Then [Jesus] said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the  

point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Going a little farther,  
he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 

may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  
Matthew 26:38-39 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today: Craig Trustee on Duty next Sunday: Kathi  
 
Marvin plans to attend an all-day educational event at Providence on Monday  
 
Thursday, March 9-Quilting for MCC - Everyone is welcome to come and vis-
it, cut or sew quilts this Thursday at 10:00am at church. 
 
It's your turn! March 12 is hymn request Sunday. Leaf through a Worship 
Together and jot down your favourite song numbers now so you're prepared 
next Sunday. 
 
Next Sunday, March 12 – Fellowship Sunday! You are encouraged to have 
lunch or coffee with other people you may not know well next Sunday (or any 
other time!). 
 

 
Crossroads-A Visual Reflection for Lent: During the season of Lent there will 
be a special display on the front table every Sunday. Parts of those displays will 
be available to take home, if you so choose, along with a few thoughts for the 
rest of the week. This week you are invited to take a small bag of sand, with the 
following reflection: Just between his baptism and the beginning of his adult 
ministry, Jesus went into the wilderness for 40 days, ‘to be tested’. What consti-
tutes wilderness in your life?  What have you learned there? What might you 
learn there? 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

Our Daily Bread devotional booklets for March/April/May are available for free 
on the foyer window sill. 
 
You are invited to ‘Women of Integrity Ministries’ - presents Priscilla Shirer 
in Simulcast, April 8 at Caboto Centre, 1055 Wilkes. Info postcards on the table 
by the mailboxes and poster on bulletin board. Tickets $40 includes lunch. 
www.woiwinnipeg.ca.  See Carol for tickets and info. 
 
Promise Keepers -Quest Event. March 10-11   Fr/Sat   Church of the Rock 
Join this men's conference for a great Friday evening and all day Saturday 
event . The Quest Conference will equip and encourage :helping you make a 
Godly impact that lasts . Register on line at www.PromiseKeepers.ca/quest. 
See Gordon Seier. 
 
Special Event: Having Faith in Haiti. Thursday, March 16, 7 pm. 159 Hender-
son Hwy, Winnipeg. Join MCC Haiti Representative Rebecca Shetler Fast at 
Sam's Place to hear about MCC's unique approach to respectful and sustaina-
ble faith-based international development work in Haiti. For more information, 
please visit http://mccmb.ca/having-faith-Haiti 
 
MCC Canada welcomes applications for MCC Canada Executive Director. 
Interested individuals are asked to apply online at http://mcccanada.ca/get-
involved/serve/openings by April 7. Any inquiries regarding this position can be 
sent to karengracepankratz@mcccanada.ca 
 
News from ETEQ (École de théologie évangélique du Québec – formerly 
ETEM-IBVIE) Did you know that Montreal has been ranked first in the “Best 
Student Cities in the French World” (according to QS Best Student Cities Rank-
ing 2017)? The city is described has a “cultural capital, multicultural, bilingual, 
student-centered and inclusive”. Please pray that this wonderful news will help 
our ministry to thrive and reach more people. We also have at heart the well-
being of our team and existing students. May they be filled with the Holy Spirit 
as we are reaching the mid-semester milestone. We would be grateful if you 
could support us to meet our fundraising goal. We have now reached 40% of 
our fiscal fundraising goal ending June 30, 2017 of $320,000. 
 
Volunteers Needed - Sargent MCC Thrift Shop and Selkirk MCC Thrift 
Shop need more volunteers (especially Selkirk) from now through summer. 
These shops supported by this congregation, help raise funds for MCC pro-
grams around the world as well as assisting communities with quality products 
at low costs. The shops are open for volunteers from Monday to Saturday with 
volunteers being able to select a time commitment most suitable for them. 
Please contact your congregation’s board rep Jean. 
 

Our series for Lent is “Keeping Company With Jesus as He Prays: Six Prayers” 
 Our guide on this journey is Eugene Peterson’s Tell It Slant: A conversation 
on the language of Jesus in his stories and prayers Eerdmans 2008. 
  
 “[When we talk about prayer we risk] losing ourselves in grand ‘spiritual’ 
abstractions. But we must not. And we will not if we keep company with Jesus in his 
prayers. The stories Jesus tells on the road between Galilee and Jerusalem keep the 
language he and his friends use on that road local and personal, immediate to the 
circumstances, present to the conditions. His language is just as local and present 
and personal with the Father who is in heaven as it is with his companions over 
meals at the table and while walking on the road. 
  
 “I want to insist that the language of Jesus in his prayers is neither less nor 
more himself, soul and body, than in his stories. Prayer is anemic if the language 
dissipates into mist, into a pious fog of sentimentalities, thinned out to pious clichés. 
When we keep company with Jesus in his prayers, that doesn’t happen…. 
  
 “And, of course, silence. Silence is indispensable. It is a commonly over-
looked element in language, but it must not be. Especially it must not be overlooked 
in the language of prayer….Silence, which in prayer consists mostly in attentive lis-
tening, is nonnegotiable.” Tell It Slant 159-160 
 
*            *            * 
If you would like to think more about the topic of the series we finished last week; 
namely, “Hearing God”, a Dallas Willard 6-part DVD series by that name has just 
been donated to the library 



Message Outline 
2. Together with others Our Father in heaven 6:9 
"The first word, the pronoun, is significant. Jesus includes himself in the prayer 
that he is... teaching us to pray.... We are in this together....With the 'our', we place 
ourselves in the company of Jesus and of all who pray." Peterson 168 “It is very 
significant that in the Lord’s Prayer the words I, me and mine never occur…God is 
not any man’s exclusive possession….The fatherhood of God is the only possible 
basis of the brotherhood of man. Barclay Daily Study Bible: Matthew Vol. 1, 
Welch 1975 202 

 
3. Ask  
a) that the Father be properly honoured 
Hallowed be your name 6:9 "...hallowed...translates a Greek verb meaning 'make 
holy.'" Newman & Stine, A Handbook on The Gospel of Matthew UB 1988, 168 
 "Holiness is the distinctive quality of otherness that sets God beyond and 
apart from - other than - us. God is not like us. We are not like God. The first sin, 
and it continues to be the basic sin, is to presume to 'be like God' (Gen. 3:5). We 
attempt this by bringing God down to our level, reducing him to our image.... 
 "In the first petition, Jesus leads off with a verb that gets us started off on 
the right foot and places us in a posture of reverent respect, standing in awe - an 
affectionate awe to be sure, but still awe....The first petition protects the third com-
mandment:...(Exodus 20:7...): 'You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the LORD your God' (NRSV).... 
 “When we pray for the hallowing, we are praying to purge the words that 
name God's pres-ence of any taint of sacrilege, to cleanse the images that fill our 
minds of any hint of idolatry, to scrape the noun clean of rust and grime until Je-
sus and Christ say the clear truth about God.” Peterson 171-3 
 

b) that the Father take control 
 "Kingdom is a metaphor for a world that is ruled by a...king. Its useful-
ness in prayer is its comprehensive inclusiveness: geography..., weather..., sea-
sons..., people, political systems..., economies....Absolutely everything.... 
 "When we pray, 'Your kingdom come,' we identify and offer ourselves as 
participants in this world in which God rules in love and salvation. Implicit in the 
petition is 'My kingdom go....'... 
 "Jesus also demonstrates the way God's rule is exercised. And the cross of 
Jesus provides the focus. For this is not a kingdom imposed on us or anyone else. 
It is a kingdom that comes into being as we willingly obey and imaginatively pray 
our participation in the rule. The impatient sovereignty of a dictator does not per-
mit non-participation. The sovereignty of our Father patiently, mercifully waits for 
worshiping obedience....Christ is king, truly and literally - but from a cross." Pe-
terson 174-7 
 

c) that the Father's will be done as it is in heaven 
 "Thirty years before Jesus gave us this petition, Mary was told that she 
was going to become pregnant with Jesus. At that time she prayed a prayer similar 
to the one that Jesus invites us to pray with him here..(Luke 1:31).... Mary's prayer 
that the will of God be done is done: Jesus is conceived and born....Jesus prays the 
same prayer in Gethsemane: 'not my will but yours be done' (Luke 22:42). This 
prayer is also answered; God's will is done: Jesus is killed and becomes the resur-
rected King of the kingdom….’Will of God’…directs a spotlight on believing 
obedience." Peterson 178, 180 
 

 Jesus Prays With Us 
Matthew 6:5-15 

 
 "Prayer is the core of the Sermon on the Mount teaching. It is located at 
almost the exact center of the Sermon (Matt. 6:9-13). It holds the Sermon togeth-
er and animates it. A kingdom-of-heaven life consists of things to do and ways to 
think, but if there is no prayer at the center nothing lives. Prayer is the heart that 
pumps blood into all the words and acts....If there is no heart doing its work from 
the center, no matter how precise the words, no matter how perfectly formed the 
actions, there is only a corpse." Peterson, Tell It Slant Eerdmans 2008, 167 
 

A. How not to pray: For show 
"...the act of prayer, which is such a gift, is fraught with danger. And 
so...Jesus...posts a warning, Danger: 'Do not...' (Matt. 6:5-8)....Don't pray to show 
off before an audience....Prayer is not theater. Don't pray to lobby God with 
'many words.'" Peterson 168  “Prayer in the non-Jewish world was often charac-
terized…by formal invocations and magical incantations, in which the correct 
repetition counted rather than the worshipper’s attitude or intention.” France, 
Tyndale: Matthew Eerdmans 1985, 132 
 

B. How to pray:  
1. Address God as a person, not as a force 
 "'Father' is Jesus' metaphor of choice for God.... 'How do I pray effective-
ly?' The question distorts what is fundamentally a personal relation into an imper-
sonal technique. God is conceived as an idea or a force or a higher power. Prayer 
is reduced to an exercise in control: 'If I can just get into the right mood and get 
the right words in the right order, I can get God to do what I want or get what I 
need.' The minute we obliterate the personal from prayer, there is no prayer. The 
heart stops beating. Naming God as Father keeps us alert to the personal in pray-
er. 
 "'Father' as a metaphor names a person, not an object. Father and son and 
daughter are not functions. They are unique blood relationships." Peterson 169. 
“It settles our relationship to the unseen world. Missionaries tell us that one of the 
greatest reliefs which Christianity brings to the heathen mind and heart is the cer-
tainty that there is only one God. The most significant Greek legend of the gods is 
the legend of Prometheus….The whole conception is that the gods are jealous, 
and vengeful, and grudging; and the last things the gods wish to do is to help 
men….They must all be placated, and a man can never be sure that he has not 
omitted the honour due to some of these gods.…We need no longer shiver before 
a horde of jealous gods: we can rest in a father’s love.” Barclay, Daily Study Bi-
ble: Matthew Vol. 1, Welch 1975 200-201 
 “Behind the Greek word ‘father’ is the more intimate Aramaic word 
‘abba’, the affectionate title children used to speak to their fathers….This is a 
radical departure from the formality the Hebrew people acknowledged in their 
dealings with God. The God addressed for centuries as ‘Sovereign Lord’ now 
becomes ‘abba Father.’” Kopp, A Gospel for a New People Kindred 2003, 147 
 



Message Outline continued 

 
d) for our needs for today 
 "Praying for bread acknowledges need....When we pray for bread we 
make a...declaration of dependence....We renounce the silly pretentiousness of 
posing as a self-made person." Peterson 183 “the emphasis is on provision today 
of what we need for today. This is because God is always present today, no matter 
which day it is….What hinders or shuts down kingdom living is not the having 
of…provisions [that we intend to use tomorrow], but rather the trusting in them 
for future security…. There are hundreds of things…that can turn our provisions 
to nothing. That is the precarious condition of all who ‘lay up treasures for them-
selves and are not rich toward God’ (Luke 12:21).” Willard, The Divine Conspira-
cy HarperCollins 1997, 261  
 

e) forgiveness as we also forgive 
 "Sin is a refusal or failure to be in personal relation with the living, per-
sonal God....Sin is not an offense against justice; sin is...a violation of a personal 
relationship.  
 "And so Jesus comes alongside us and prays with us, 'Forgive us...our 
sins.' He also trusts us to do the best we can in what he does best of all: 'as we 
forgive our debtors.'... 
 "Sin kills relationships....There is no medicine that can bring the dead to 
life. There is no machine that can disarm death....The only way to deal with sin is 
by resurrection. Forgiveness is resurrection, life from the dead. 
 "Jesus' death and resurrection form the intricately complex act that ac-
complishes the forgiveness of sin. How it happens is a deep mystery. That it hap-
pens, witnessed by our holy Scriptures and confirmed by wise and sane and holy 
men and women in every place and generation, is a lived and daily reality." Peter-
son 185-188 
 

f) for protection 
 "The sixth petition prepares us for...what we do not yet know: unantici-
pated temptations and deceptive evil....something that...may easily go unrecog-
nized....Temptation and evil almost always appear disguised as good and beauti-
ful. For the most part, they catch us off our guard, take us by surprise." Peterson 
190-191 “…trial and evil refer to everything that could endanger our relationship 
with God.” Gardner, Believers Church Bible Commentary: Matthew Herald 1991, 
120 
 

4. Refocus 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,for ever. Amen. 
 "We step back and trust God to do with our prayers whatever, however, 
and whenever he chooses. The leave-taking...puts us outside the prayer itself in a 
kind of holy detachment....All is now in our Father's hands." Peterson 195-6 


