
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                 

Video                            “Building Leaders 4 Peace”                    MB Mission  

Scripture                                     Matthew 11 

Message                                                                                     Marvin Dyck 

 “Jesus Prays in Thanksgiving (What to do when Jesus doesn’t make sense)“    

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                     

 

 
Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Nursery Care for ages 1-4 in the basement youth room. 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adults at 11:15am.  
          
 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,  

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,  
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
Matthew 11:28-30 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Thursday, March 16-Quilting for MCC - Everyone is welcome to 
come and visit, cut or sew quilts this Thursday at 10:00am at church. 
 
Special Holy Week services: 
Maundy Thursday service April 13, 7:30 p.m. 
  
Good Friday ecumenical service, 10:30am. St. Vital EMC Church, 
2005 St. Mary’s Rd. 

 

Crossroads-A Visual Reflection for Lent: During the season of Lent 
there will be a special display on the front table every Sunday. Parts of 
those displays will be available to take home, if you so choose, along 
with a few thoughts for the rest of the week.  
March 12 (hearts) In Romans 8:38-39 we are reminded that nothing at 
all can separate us from the love of God that is Christ. As we remem-
ber God’s love for us, we can be encouraged to show that love to oth-
ers. How can you show God’s love this week?  
 

Crossroads Information 
Scholarship Fund – Are you a regular Crossroads attender and plan-
ning to attend a recognized Christian Bible School, college, university 
or seminary? Submit a completed application before June 1. If you 
would like a copy of the policy and application form, please contact 
Karis at office@crossroadsmb.ca. The Scholarship Program is admin-
istered by the Vision Board of Crossroads MB Church.  
 
SOAR Heartland is still in need of volunteers – and it’s just 2 weeks away! 
Help is needed in the kitchen at N. Kildonan MB Church for breakfasts, lunch-
es and suppers. See the poster on the bulletin board. Contact Kara at the MB 
Mission office at winnipeg@mbmission.org or 204-415-0670 
 
Special Event: MCC in Haiti—Thursday, March 16, 7 pm, 159 Henderson 
Hwy. Join us for an update on MCC's disaster response and development 
efforts in Haiti, featuring MCC's director of disaster response Bruce Guenther, 
who recently returned from visiting communities affected by Hurricane Mat-
thew. For more information, please visit http://mccmb.ca/events.  
 
Film Premiere—For one Cree family, the area to be soon flooded by the 
Keeyask hydro dam is the most precious place on the planet. Travel to the 
flood zone with them. And visit the site from which another community was 
relocated with an elder who imagines a future beyond concrete. For Love of 
a River: Two Stories of Loss & Longing, March 18, 7:30, Dramatic Arts 
Centre, 585 Ellice Ave, Winnipeg. Panel discussion to follow. Presented by 
the Interchurch Council on Hydropower. See http://hydrojustice.org  
  
IVEP Night—Thursday, March 23, 7 pm, 159 Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg 
Every year we welcome young adults from around the world through MCC's 
International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP). Join us at Sam's Place as 
Winnipeg IVEP participants share a taste of their home countries: Bolivia, 
Germany and South Africa. 
 
You are invited to ‘Women of Integrity Ministries’ - presents 
Priscilla Shirer in Simulcast, April 8 at Caboto Centre, 1055 Wilkes. 
Info postcards on the table by the mailboxes and poster on bulletin 
board. Tickets $40 includes lunch. www.woiwinnipeg.ca.  See Carol 
for tickets and info. 
 

 

Our series for Lent is “Keeping Company With Jesus as He 
Prays: Six Prayers” 
 Our guide on this journey is Eugene Peterson’s Tell It Slant: A 
conversation on the language of Jesus in his stories and prayers 
Eerdmans 2008. 
  
 “[When we talk about prayer we risk] losing ourselves in grand 
‘spiritual’ abstractions. But we must not. And we will not if we keep 
company with Jesus in his prayers. The stories Jesus tells on the 
road between Galilee and Jerusalem keep the language he and his 
friends use on that road local and personal, immediate to the circum-
stances, present to the conditions. His language is just as local and 
present and personal with the Father who is in heaven as it is with his 
companions over meals at the table and while walking on the road. 
  
 “I want to insist that the language of Jesus in his prayers is 
neither less nor more himself, soul and body, than in his stories. Pray-
er is anemic if the language dissipates into mist, into a pious fog of 
sentimentalities, thinned out to pious clichés. When we keep compa-
ny with Jesus in his prayers, that doesn’t happen…. 
  
 “And, of course, silence. Silence is indispensable. It is a com-
monly overlooked element in language, but it must not be. Especially 
it must not be overlooked in the language of prayer….Silence, which 
in prayer consists mostly in attentive listening, is nonnegotiable.” Tell 
It Slant 159-160 



Message Outline 
 4. The Galilee towns had seen lots of Jesus’ teaching and healing power  Mt 
4:12-16 
 “Most of Jesus’ early kingdom of heaven, messianic work was done in 
three small villages – Bethsaida and Capernaum on the north shore of Lake Gali-
lee, and inland, about an hour’s walk away, Chorazin….most of Jesus’ ‘mighty 
works’ took place in these villages (Matt. 11:20): healings of a blind man, a para-
lytic, a Roman centurion’s dying son, and a demoniac among others. Most of Je-
sus’ disciples came from these villages. Bethsaida was hometown to Philip and 
Andrew. 
It was also where Jesus fed the five thousand. Peter and his wife made their home 
in Capernaum, as well as Peter’s brother Andrew. Jesus moved from Nazareth and 
made his home in Capernaum, taught in the synagogue there….All of these villag-
es were within walking distance of each other. They were all small villages – vil-
lages in which virtually everyone would be known and recognized….All would 
know the stories of his healings. Many would have heard him preach and teach.” 
Peterson 200 
 
5. Jesus’ response to their decision to ignore Him: 
“The conditions would seem to face Jesus with a serious reassessment of the way 
he has been going about being Messiah. If John didn’t get it and his neighbors 
didn’t get it, maybe he had better try something different.” Peterson 201 
 
a) This is a greater sin than the sin of Sodom and Tyre 
 “…again and again Tyre and Sidon are denounced for their wickedness 
(Isaiah 23; Jeremiah 25:22 47:4…” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Matthew Vol. 2 
Welch 1975, 12 “Sodom…appears as a paradigm of evil and God’s judgment on 
evil in the OT (cf. Gen. 18:16-21; 19:24-28; Isa. 1:9-10; Ezek. 16:48-50; Amos 
4:11).” Gardner 192. 
 “Many…ignored him….Dismissed Jesus as irrelevant to their lives. Jesus 
compares the three small villages to three large, prosperous, infamously evil cities 
of ancient times: Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom. ‘You think those pagan hotbeds of evil 
were bad? You are worse. Do you think that just because you don’t live in sexual 
squalor and godless immorality and filth you are a cut above the rest of the world? 
You are teetering on the brink of hell. Willful indifference to God is the worst 
thing. A steely refusal to repent, to stubbornly persist in a complacent, self-
satisfied life, is a doomed life. God is present among you and you are saying with 
your lives that you aren’t interested.’… 
 “There is no suggestion in Jesus’ confrontation with his neighbours that 
they were bad in any conspicuously moral or criminal sense.” Peterson 200-201. 
 “repent i.e. to turn from their rebellious attitude towards God.” France 
197 
 
b) Prayer – of thanksgiving! 
i) God’s plan goes on whether or not people pay attention or catch on 
Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.’ 11:26-7 
 “So how do we account for the thanksgiving? Only, I think, by realizing 
that John’s misunderstanding and the villagers’ indifference – conditions that 
called into question the effectiveness of Jesus – is nothing more than a parched 
crust on the surface of the kingdom.  
 

Message outline continued next page... 

Jesus Prays in Thanksgiving*  
(What to do when Jesus doesn’t make sense) 

Matthew 11 
 

A. What do you do when Jesus doesn’t do what you think He should? 
 
1. John the Baptist proclaimed God's invasion through Jesus Matthew 3:1-17 
‘I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burn-
ing up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ Matt. 3:11-12 
  
2. When Jesus wasn't acting the way John thought He should act, John took 
his disappointment directly to Jesus. Matthew 11:1-3 
 
3. Jesus' answer:  
 
a) "I am the One you said I was. Check your Bible" 11:4-5 
“The evidence to which Jesus points…does not chime in with the popular (and 
probably John’s) idea of the Messiah’s work. But his words are an unmistakable 
allusion to passages in Isaiah which describe God’s saving work (Is. 35:5-6; cf. 
29:18) and the mission of his anointed servant (Is. 61:1).” France 192-3 
 
b) Don’t give up trusting Jesus even when He doesn’t fit your expectations 
11:6-19 
“Jesus reassures John in his perplexity, ‘Yes, John, I am doing exactly what you 
prophesied so well about me. But let me do it my way. Do you recall these words 
from the Isaiah scroll that you know so well, “…my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways…” (Isaiah 55:8).’” Peterson, Tell It Slant 
Eerdmans 2008, 199. *Peterson 197 Peterson’s book is a key resource for our 
study. 
 “Take offence [v. 6 – means] ‘be tripped up by.’…’Good news to the 
poor’ was an offence to the establishment, while a mission of the relief of suffer-
ing and the restoration of sinners would be at best irrelevant to those who fought 
for national liberation. It took spiritual discernment not to be ‘put off’ by Je-
sus….” France Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerdmans 1985, 
193. 
 
c) Read the Hebrew Scriptures with Jesus as the centre and focus 11:13 
For before John came, all the prophets and the law of Moses looked forward 
to this present time. 11:13, New Living Translation “…the advent of the king-
dom begins with John, who sets in motion the events that fulfill the hope of all 
the prophets and the law.” Gardner, Believers Church Bible Commentary: Mat-
thew Herald 1991, 188 
 
 



Message Outline continued 

 Beneath that heavily trafficked hardpan the kingdom of heaven is coming into 
being in God’s way. Jesus knows that God’s way is to work his gracious will with 
the childlike, the simple, those who haven’t fallen in the habit of thinking they are 
‘like gods’ and don’t need God, those who haven’t let inattentive familiarity with 
synagogue worship anesthetize them into supposing that they know exactly how 
God works…. 
 “Misunderstanding and indifference are…’always with us.’ They are not 
reliable indicators of the presence of the kingdom….Jesus does not put out his 
messianic strategy for a referendum every couple of years.” Peterson 202 
“Jesus…is very far from condemning intellectual power; what he is condemning 
is intellectual pride.” Barclay, 14.  See John 3, 19:38-42 – Jesus welcomed the 
powerful, and prayed on the cross for those who rejected Him (Luke 23:34).  
 
ii) Those who come simply, trustingly to Jesus will catch on 
 “Hidden kingdom energies surge just beneath the surface all around us. 
Huge subterranean rivers of prayer – faith and obedience and praise, intercession 
and forgiveness and deliverance, holiness and grace – flow freely underground. 
And in virtually every nook and cranny on earth, obscure in the shadows, over-
looked in the crowds, are the ‘infants.’ These are the ‘babes and infants’ that God 
has always used as a bulwark to ‘still the enemy and the avenger’ (Ps. 8:2).” Pe-
terson 202“The prosperous and self-sufficient inhabitants of the Galilean towns 
might be blind to the true nature of Jesus and the significance of His actions.  But 
Jesus Himself, so far from feeling personal resentment, thanked God that there 
were some, for the most part the less sophisticated and the less important, who 
turned instinctively to Him to satisfy their deepest needs; for they understood who 
He really was…’Jesus was thankful not that the wise were ignorant, but that the 
babes knew’…These things…means the truth about Jesus’ Messiahship to which 
the Galilean towns had for the most part been blind.” McNeile in Tasker, Tyndale: 
Matthew Eerdmans 1961, 121, 123. “…the infants to whom God reveals these 
things are the disciples….” Gardner 192 
 
c) Ignoring Jesus is  
i) fatal because there’s no other way to know God 11:27 
 “It is the Christian conviction that in Jesus Christ alone we see what God 
is like; and it is also the Christian conviction that Jesus can give that knowledge to 
anyone who is humble enough and trustful enough to receive it.” Barclay 15 
 
ii) foolish because Jesus is the source of rest 11:28-30 
 “The gracious invitation…is addressed in the first instance to those upon 
whose backs the Pharisees were laying heavy burdens by demanding meticulous 
obedience not only to the law itself but to their own intricate elaborations of 
it….Jesus the Messiah also calls His disciples to accept a ‘yoke’, but…it is first 
and foremost loyalty to a Person….Learn of me is His instruction. And to be a 
pupil of Jesus is to have a very gentle and humble-minded Teacher, who is never 
impatient with those who are slow to learn and never intolerant with those who 
stumble….Rest in verses 28 and 29…would perhaps be more accurately…
translated ‘relief’….Jesus does not promise His disciples a life of inactivity or 
repose, nor freedom from sorrow and struggle, but He does assure them that, if 
they keep close to Him, they will find relief from such crushing burdens as crip-
pling anxiety, the sense of frustration and futility, and the misery of a sin-laden 
conscience.” Tasker 121-2 


