
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                         Praise team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                 

Story                           “MCC Iraq water project”                          

Scripture Reading                                                                      

                 Matthew 27:45-50; Luke 23:32-46; John 19:23-30 

Message       “Praying with Jesus: The Seven Last Words”       Marvin Dyck           

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                   

 

A Bridal Shower will take place  

at 12 noon in the Sanctuary. 

 

Prayer Time in the church office upstairs begins at 9:15am this morning. 

Nursery Care for ages 1-4 in the basement youth room. 

         Supervisors today: Doerksen, Piché   Next week: Keates, Koslowsky 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am 
         CE Supervisor today: Janessa          Next week—No Sunday School 

Experience God’s Presence  

To Become a Christian 

Jesus answered him,  
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  

Luke 23:43 

This Morning at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today—Stefan                 Next Sunday—Kathi  

 
Next Sunday at Crossroads: 
Easter Sunday morning service celebrating Christ’s resurrection! Also during 
the service, we will hear a testimony for membership. 
 
Crossroads-A Visual Reflection for Lent: During the season of Lent there 
will be a special display on the front table every Sunday. Parts of those dis-
plays will be available to take home, if you so choose, along with a few 
thoughts for the rest of the week.  
April 9 (Palm Sunday) (cloth)- When Jesus entered Jerusalem, many people 
lay down cloaks and branches on the road. (Mark 11:8-10) Purple is often 
used to represent royalty. This purple cloth can remind us that Jesus is our 
King (Colossians 1: 15-20). What does it mean for Jesus to be King in your 
life? 
 
Crossroads Annual Church Retreat at Camp Cedarwood is just 5 weeks 
from now! May 12-14, 2017. Registrations are due April 23 so please pick up 
a brochure on the table by the mailboxes and register soon. Please remit reg-
istration to ‘office’ mailbox or to Karis. You are welcome to pay with post-dated 
cheques if needbe. If you have any questions about the retreat or fees, please 
contact Richard  
 

Crossroads Information 
Steinbach Bible College invites you to their Spring Concert, Friday, April 21, 7:00pm 
at the College in Steinbach on Hwy #12. Certificate Grads will be presented. 
 
SBC 2017 Graduation Ceremony, Saturday, April 22, 2017 at 2:00pm at  Steinbach 
EMC (422 Main St, Steinbach)with Guest Speaker, Elton DaSilva (Executive Director 
for the Mennonite Brethren Church of Manitoba) 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) scheduling volunteers for Fort McMurray 
response. Weekly volunteers are needed starting May 14 to begin rebuilding in Fort 
McMurray. Volunteers have two options. Sign up for Fort McMurray, where volunteers 
will construct basements or sign up for Saskatoon, where volunteers will build Ready 
to Move homes that will be moved to Fort McMurray and set on the basements. To 
sign up contact the Weekly Crew Volunteer Coordinator, Darin Bontrager at dbontrag-
er@mds.mennonite.net or by calling 1-800-241-8111. You can also fill out an online 
form at https://mds.mennonite.net/volunteer/.  
 
Square One World Media has a part-time term position available as Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator. Please see career/volunteer opportunities at http://
www.squareoneworldmedia.com/about/career-volunteer-opportunities for the job post-
ing. 
 
Calling all the Youth/College and Career students! Did you know that you can work 
as a paid or volunteer summer missionary and impact children with the truth of Jesus 
while travelling Manitoba this summer? Internships are also available! Contact Child 
Evangelism Fellowship at 204.663.3300 or visit www.cefmanitoba.org to apply as a 
CYIA - Christian Youth In Action. Deadline is May 31, 2017. 
 
You Are Invited! Providence Graduation Exercises - Saturday, Apr. 22nd, 10:00 am 
and Sunday, Apr. 23rd, 2:00 pm at Providence, Hanna Centre - Jubilee Auditorium, 
Otterburne. Graduation Speakers: Joy Smith, M. Ed (Seminary) and Daniel Falk, Ph. 
D. (University College) 
 
Grow Hope with us! Spring is on the way—will you sign up today to help end hunger 
by sponsoring an acre on the Grow Hope field? Last year, Grow Hope sponsors 
raised over $450,000 for MCC's account at Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Thanks to 
government matching, every gift will grow and turn into even more food for people 
facing food insecurity, drought and displacement. Find out more at http://mccmb.ca/
growhope or by calling (204)261-6381. 
  
Film Night: Reserve 107 and For Love of a River. Monday, April 10, 7 pm 
159 Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg. Join us for the screenings of two inspiring documen-
taries that explore themes of injustice and reconciliation. The screening will be fol-
lowed by a Q & A with the filmmakers and featured elder Ellen Cook. For more infor-
mation, please visit http://mccmb.ca/film-night 
  
Special Event: Stations of the Cross. Good Friday, April 14, 12 pm. 396 Broadway, 
Winnipeg. Visit stations of the cross along Broadway to mark daily struggles of the 
hungry and homeless in Manitoba together with MCC Manitoba's Peacebuilding & 
Advocacy Program and other members of the Hunger Free Manitoba initiative. Meet 
at noon at Broadway Disciples United Church. Elder Ellen Cook. For more infor-
mation, please visit http://mccmb.ca/film-night 
 
SpringFest 2017, May 26 & 27, 2017, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg. Save the date for 
MCC's annual SpringFest held on May 26 and 27 this year. Join us at 134 Plaza Drive 
for a plant sale, BBQ, quilts and more—all proceeds will support empowering women 
in South Sudan through MCC.  

   Special Holy Week services 
 
Maundy Thursday service April 13 at 7:30pm at Cross-
roads MB Church. 
  
Good Friday ecumenical service, April 14 at 10:00am at 
St. Vital EMC Church, 2005 St. Mary’s Rd. Please note earlier 
start time. During the Good Friday service, Harold Field will 
lead a service for children aged 5-12. Alinea will be a super-
vising worker in the children’s service  
 

Easter Morning service, April 16 at 9:45am at Crossroads MB Church. 
Immediately following the service, we will enjoy special Easter snacks and 
visiting. Please bring a plate of snacks to share. We request nut-free 
food. There are no Sunday School classes on April 16. 



Message Outline 

2. Father, forgive those who hate me Luke 23:32-39 
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. Luke 23:34 "It 
is worth recollecting the identity of the "them" and the 'they' - these people who are 
killing Jesus....Did they not know what they were doing?...Jesus on trial on trumped
-up charges. The religious court and the secular court, collaborating in his condem-
nation and death sentence. Onlookers and friends alike, scattering like rats from a 
sinking ship. And what does Jesus do? He absolves them from guilt on the grounds 
that they don't know what they are doing. He prays to his Father for their for-
giveness.... 
 "Justice is a complex matter....Biblical prophets and apostles speak some of 
the strongest and most compelling words on the subject. All the same, justice is not 
the last word. In all...that has to do with what is wrong with the world and with 
us,...forgiveness is the last word.... 
 "...forgiveness should become our first response to every person who de-
means and hurts and takes our life. There will certainly be matters of justice for 
society to deal with along the way, and it may be important for us to participate in 
them....However important justice is- and it is important - forgiveness is more im-
portant.... 
 "Such forgiveness is not soft sentimentality. It is hard-edged gospel. Such 
forgiveness is not a moral shrug of the shoulders. It is a white-hot flame of resurrec-
tion love forged in the furnace of the cross." Peterson 245-248 
 
3. There's life after death. I, Jesus, am the path to heaven Luke 23:39-43 
Truly, I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. Luke 23:43 
 "Life after death is a perennial concern of the human race....But in the 
twenty-first century fewer people seem to be asking the question....We live in an 
age - at least in the affluent West - when lavish consumer comforts....contribute to a 
sense of deferred death -...perhaps, even illusions of immortality.... 
 "I find it significant that it is a crucified criminal who is the first to recog-
nize that Jesus on the cross is his savior and, with no moral or righteous qualifica-
tions, is saved. And at the very moment of his prayer, 'remember me,' his salvation 
is accomplished 'today.' [Clear, unequivocal affirmation (Truly...) and the blessed 
assurance, 'with me.'] 
 "There is more to understand about life after death, but what more do we 
need to know besides this: that something happens after we die, and that Jesus will 
be there?" Peterson 248-250 
 
4. Father, I trust you Luke 23:44-46 
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. Luke 23:46 
 "It was a prayer of unquestioning trust....A no-questions-asked readiness to 
leave everything in the hands of the Father. A prayer that comes out of a deep sense 
of well-being, security....But the circumstances in which Jesus prayed this child-
prayer were anything but secure and safe...hanging naked on that cross....[But this 
was not a] prayer of resignation...'throwing in the towel.' 
 "Jesus was not giving up; he was entering in - entering into the work of 
salvation in which everything he experienced was being put to the uses of salva-
tion....In this...prayer we find ourselves, as we daily die with Jesus, committing 
ourselves to the Father's care in the thick of evil....A key sentence in Caussade is: 'If 
we have abandoned ourselves to God, there is only one rule for us: the duty of the 
present moment.'... 
 "This is not a prayer we hold in reserve for our deathbed....We pray it when 
we get out of bed each morning, alive yet another day....'Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.' Peterson 250-253 
Message outline continued next page…. 

Praying with Jesus: The Seven Last Words* 
 

Matthew27:45-50; Luke 23:32-46; John 19:23-30 
 

 "Death is the defining act ('reason') of Jesus' life: 'it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour' (John 12:27).The dying took three hours - from noon to 
three o'clock in the afternoon on a Friday just outside Jerusalem. As Jesus was dy-
ing he prayed. He prayed seven one-sentence prayers....I have chosen to take them 
in the order in which they appear in our four...Gospels, not in a causal chain but 
simultaneously present to one another in a kind of mosaic or collage.... 
 “Jesus' death is a real death....But there was more, far more, to Jesus' death 
than the cessation of vital signs. Salvation was accomplished....His death, a willed 
and sacrificial death, was an offering for the death-dealing sins of the world, a 
death that conquered death. it was the death of death.... 
 "Revisiting Jesus' death is different from visits we make to a cemetery 
bringing flowers, keeping the memory of our beloved dead in focus. We are not at 
the cross to remember or do homage. We are here to probe the meaning of our dai-
ly dying in the company of Jesus' dying for us.... 
 “Christians die twice. The first death is when we set out to follow Jesus, 
deny self, take up his cross, and choose to live obediently and believingly in his 
sacrificial company and not pridefully isolated in our own. We pray in company 
with Jesus as he prays his death. As we do this, our death gets included in his 
death....Before Jesus prayed his death on the cross, he commanded us to die even  
as he himself would die: 'If any want to become my followers, let them deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow me' )Matt. 16:24). Which is to say, '...fol-
low me to my death on the cross.'" *Peterson, Tell It Slant Eerdmans 2008, 239-
241 
 
1. Why, God, why? Matthew 27:45-50 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34 
 "The first prayer from the cross reveals the very worst that comes to us in a 
life of belief in God: the experience of absolute abandonment by God.... 
 "Nobody is exempt. Even Jesus is not exempt. Especially Jesus.... 
 "One of the surprises that inevitably come to Christians who follow Jesus 
in the way of salvation is the vast number of people, both living and dead, who 
experience and cry out their despair at being abandoned, whether by God or spouse 
or child or friend, asking 'Why?' 
 "Does it help to find ourselves in the company of Jesus as he prays his 
'Why?' I think it does....And does it help to observe that this is the first single-
sentence prayer from the cross - but not the last? Jesus keeps praying." Peterson 
244-5 See Psalm 22 (Peterson 245). 
 



Message Outline continued 

 
5. Live with fellow Jesus followers in loving, respectful community John 19:23-27 
Woman, here is your son....Here is your mother John 19:26-27 
 "Jesus prays from the cross. Each time he opens his mouth, he reveals another 
detail of what is involved in accomplishing the grand and holy work of salvation that 
shatters the gates of hell and opens the gates of heaven....All Jesus words and actions, 
from this moment, enter the arena of everyday domesticity to be worked 
out...precisely there: 'Mother, here is your son. John, here is your mother....From now 
on, as you speak and serve, respect and love one another, for you are doing it to 
me.'...If we listen, really listen, we will hear something like, 'Take a good look at the 
one standing next to you. Get to know her, get to know him, as I, Jesus, know and am 
known by them, as a mother knows her son, as a son knows his mother." Peterson 253
-255 
 
6. I am suffering great pain John 19:28-30 
I am thirsty. John 19:28  "This...is the only prayer in which Jesus expresses physical 
agony...the body shutting down, lungs failing, heart failing, kidneys failing. In Jesus' 
death this leave-taking of his body was experienced as excruciating thirst: 'I thirst.'... 
 "...the reality of our bodies in our daily dying must also be included in our 
prayers - and not just as an afterthought....And nothing in our bodies, including the 
pain, is excluded. Paul put it well: 'Take your everyday, ordinary life - your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offer-
ing (Rom. 12:1 The Message). 
  
7. Salvation (the rescue from the effects of human rebellion) is complete John 
19:30 
It is finished. John 19:30  "The Genesis story of...creation concludes with this: God, 
having spoken creation into existence, rests from his creation work and blesses the 
day. The verb 'finish' is used twice: '...the heavens and the earth were finished....God 
finished  the work that he had done, and he rested...' (Ben. 2:1-2). A good creation, 
complete - nothing left to do. 
 "In deliberate parallel to the opening pages of Genesis, John...presents Jesus 
as speaking salvation into existence. As he tells the story of the last week of Jesus' 
life, the completion of the work of salvation, he concludes with the double use of the 
Genesis verb 'finish:'...when Jesus knew that all was now finished...when Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, 'It is finished' (John 19:28, 30). A good salvation, complete 
- nothing left to do....We get a sense of the comprehensive fulfillment that Paul con-
veyed to the congregation in Rome: 'We know that all things work together for good 
for those who love God' (Rom. 8:28)....No Christian congregation is free of 'Jesus-and
-' Christians. In the Hebrews text it is Jesus-and-angels, Jesus-and-Moses, Jesus-and-
priesthood. Through the centuries these Jesus hyphenations have proliferated into 
Jesus-and-politics, Jesus-and-education, Jesus-and-business, or even Jesus-and-
Buddha. Not that politics and education and business and Buddha do not require at-
tention. But they are not the action that Jesus prayed into our lives on the cross. 'It is 
finished' deletes the hyphens....We are set free for the obedient faith, the one human 
action in which we don't get in the way but are on the way." Peterson 258-260   


