
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

November 5, 2017 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                  

Scripture Reading                  2 Corinthians 5                            

Message    “Discipleship: Ambassador on a Peace Mission”     Marvin Dyck 

Communion                                         

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                    

 
 

 
 

Prayer Time in the church office at 9:15am this morning in the church office.  
Everyone is welcome 
 
Nursery Care for children ages 1-3 is in the basement during the message. 
Nursery workers today: Chris/Kaitlin, Piché             Next Sunday: Doerksens, Edith 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
               CE Supervisor today: Alinea                
Adult classes: 
1. Video in the Sanctuary 
2. Discussion on the message will be held in the office beside the sanctuary 
3. Baptism/Membership class is in the basement kitchen.  

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
 
The old has 

gone, the new is here! 
 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was recon-
ciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.”  

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 



Trustee on Duty today—Stefan         Next Sunday—Kathi  
 
Marvin Dyck will be out of the office on vacation November 6-8  
 
The Thanksgiving offering (Sept 24-Oct 22) for Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice totaled $1,575.00!  
 
Thursday, November 7—Quilting for MCC Small Group meets from 
10:00am to 12 noon in the church basement to cut squares, sew and tie knots 
on blankets for MCC. 
 
Next Sunday, November 12 at Crossroads! Hear Dr. Gordon and Gwen 
Nickel at Crossroads!. There will be Sunday School classes at 11:15am.  
 
Saturday, November 18—Crossroads Travelogue Evening at Hieberts! 
Are you amazed at our beautiful planet earth that God has created? Do you 
wish you could travel the world but can’t so live vicariously through others' 
experiences? Then fulfill your wish on Saturday, November 18 at 7:00pm at 
John and Karis’ home. Come to enjoy the pictures! If you would like to 
bring a plate of snackfood to share, you are welcome to.  
 
The new Crossroads Telephone Directory will be produced in November. 
TODAY is the last day to check the draft pages of the directory on the 
table by the mailboxes, and write on there any changes you have. If you are 
not presently included in the directory, but would like to be, please write your 
name and contact info on the page. If you do not currently have a church mail-
box, but would like to be assigned one, please write that on the draft directory. 
Questions? Contact Karis. 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? The Worship 
Committee invites you to consider the theme of our Christmas Eve celebration 
at 6:30 p.m. A song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-
9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in our worship time 
this Christmas Eve. 
 
There are RealLife devotional journals available for $1.00 on the table by 
the mailboxes. 
 
You are invited to ‘Every Tribe and Every Nation’ Celebration Banquet 
put on by C2C Network on Thursday, Nov. 30 at 6:30pm at The Chapel, 81 
Henderson Hwy. Free admission but rsvp to ewald@c2cnetwork.ca or 
paulw@c2cnetwork.ca. An offering will be taken. 
 
 
 

Crossroads Information  
 
 
 
The  Crossroads’ Decorating Committee is wishing to donate the 
churches’ Christmas tree to a happy home. You can take a look at it in the 
church basement this morning. Talk to Edith if you are interested.  
 
Winnipeg Mennonite Elementary & Middle Schools invite you to visit their 
faith-based independent schools for Kindergarten Information Evenings, 
Nov 6 and Nov 7. Please see poster/brochures on the foyer bulletin board.  
 
Steve Bell and the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Christmas Concert 
with special guest UK ppoet Malcolm Guite. Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 8:00pm. 
Tickets are only available at the WSO Box office by phone 204-949-3999 or 
on-line at wso.ca. 
 
Advocacy in the name of Christ - As citizens of a higher Kingdom, many 
Christians have chosen to keep their distance from politics. Join us for MCC 
Matters at Canadian Mennonite University on November 4 to hear the case 
for advocacy as a vital form of Christian ministry—and a call from God for be-
lievers. For more information and to register visit mccmb.ca/mccmatters 
  
Workshop: Sister Walk - Women are invited to join us on November 18 for a 
journey towards healing. While learning to care for women who have experi-
enced abuse, participants will also be equipped to care for themselves. For 
more information, contact Jaymie Friesen at arp@mccmb.ca or 204-925-
1917. Register online at mccmb.ca/forms/sister-walk-registration-form 
  
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale - MCC welcomes donations of baked goods 
for the Christmas Craft and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 25! If you're 
interested in donating your baking, please contact Sophia Bezoplenko at so-
phiabezoplenko@mccmb.ca or call 204-261-6381. For more information on 
the Christmas Craft & Bake Sale, please visit mccmb.ca/Christmas-sale 
 
 



5. The problem is  
a) that the people of this country are God's _ _ _ _ _ _ _  5:18-19 
God...reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of recon-
ciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people's sins against them18-19 
 "[T]he key word in [Paul's] argument is reconciliation, the termination of 
enmity between estranged parties." Shillington 126-7 
“Through the myths of millennia, blind and stumbling humanity acts upon the un-
quenchable intuition that something must be done. From Canaanite altars to Aztec 
temples, countless thousands have been offered in blood sacrifice." Neuhaus, Death 
on a Friday Afternoon, Basic 2000, 24. 
 

b) _ _ _  (Trespasses) 
“Trespass (Paraptoma) – primarily a false step, a blunder…, a deviation, from up-
rightness and truth.” Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words 
Zondervan 1952 
 "In Paul's view, the created world, particularly humanity, is estranged from 
God because of sin that led to transgression of the divine law (5:19c; cf. Romans 5:12
-21)." Shillington 132 
 

6. The good news is that _ _ _  took the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _* to solve 
the problem 5:18 
 "All this is from God: in all the action of the gospel the initiative is his; the 
new order, like the old, is his creative work." Bruce 209  
 “God is the single mover in the redemptive drama of the universe….Such a 
state of trespasses (‘under the power of sin’ Romans 3:9) required divine action to 
restore the human world to a state of love, obedience, and friendship with God. So 
God acted by not counting their trespasses against them”. Shillington 132-3. 
 

7. This happened when Jesus took on Himself our own failures and 
_ _ _ _  in our _ _ _ _ _  (5:14, 19, 21). 
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died 14 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them.  v. 19 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 5:21 "Christ genuinely experiences our own human situa-
tion, a situation in which we are estranged from God. Although he was personally 
innocent of sin, enjoying an unbroken relationship with the Father, nevertheless God 
made him one with the sinfulness of men. He knew what it was like to encounter 
temptation, and he knew also what it was like to feel himself cut off from the pres-
ence of God, as is shown by his cry of despair before he died (Mark 15:34)....He vol-
untarily suffers death, which Paul thinks of as the consequence of sin and its punish-
ment )Romans 6:23). And because of his voluntary acceptance, on our behalf, of the 
penalties of our wrongdoing, the broken relationship between ourselves and God is 
repaired." Thrall, Cambridge Bible Commentary: 1 and 2 Corinthians Cambridge 
1963 p. 153. 
  
Message Outline continued next page 

Discipleship: Ambassador on a Peace Mission 
2 Corinthians 5 

 
And whatever you do or say, let it be as a representative of the Lord Jesus, all 
the while giving thanks through him to God the Father. Colossians 3:17, New 
Living Translation 1996 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 
 

1. Ambassadors' _ _ _ _  is _ _ _  in the place where they're as-
signed 5:1-6 
 "earthly tent...is probably used to emphasize the temporary character of this 
dwelling, by contrast with the house...eternal in the heavens." Bruce, New Century 
Bible Commentary: 1&2 Corinthians Eerdmans 1971, 201 
 

2. Ambassadors take their identity and instructions from their  
_ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _,  not from the country where they are on as-
signment 5:7-9 
We live by what we believe, not by what we can see. 5:7 International Children's 
Bible, New Century Version, 1988. So we make it our goal to please [the Lord], 
whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 5:9 
...I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the 
Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews....To those not having the law I be-
came like one not having the law..., so as to win those not having the law. 1 Co-
rinthians 9:19-21. 
 

3. We represent the _ _ _ _ _  of all in the universe 5:10-11 
For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive 
what3ever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in our bodies. It is be-
cause we know this solemn fear of the Lord that we work so hard to persuade 
others. 5:10-11, New Living Translation 1996. 
"Paul [is]...presenting this prospect as a motive for his ambition to win the Lord's 
approval, and re-minds his readers that they, with him, must all be made manifest 
before Christ's tribunal...." Bruce 205 
 "His knowing...is more than an intellectual recognition of the fear-of-the-
Lord tradition. It is a profound consciousness of the plan of God to save the world. 
Paul's ministry is part of that divine plan." Shillington, Believers Church Bible Com-
mentary: 2 Corinthians Herald 1998, 120 
 

4. We’re driven by Jesus’ _ _ _ _ . 5:14 
Whatever we do, it is because Christ's love controls us. Since we believe that 
Christ died for everyone, we also believe that we have all died to the old life we 
used to live. 5:14-15, New Living Translation 1996 
 “…his consistent refrain is that Christ has loved him and given himself up 
for him and for the rest of humanity….It is the love demonstrated in Christ alone that 
directs Paul’s missionary career (cf. Rom. 5:8).” Shillington 122 
 

Message Outline 



 

Kids Bulletin 

8. Because Jesus died in your place, you 
 
a) receive God's blameless character 5:21 
 "When God reconciles the world to himself, this involves a transfer of 
unrighteous people into the righteous character of God....'Christ became what we 
are, in order that (in him) we might become what he is" Hooker quoted in Shil-
lington 136. 
 

b) are a completely new person with a new kind of life 5:15-17 
What this means is that those who become Christians become new persons 
(a new creation NIV). They are not the same anymore, for the old life is 
gone. A new life has begun! 5:17, NLT 1996 
 "[T]he man in Christ shares his Lord's risen life (cf. Galatians 2:20)." 
Bruce 209 
 

9. In order to receive all this, each human needs to  
 

a) choose reconciliation with God through Jesus - and peace 
with each other 5:20 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 5:20 
 "The action 'of reconciliation] is performed exclusively by God's agent, 
Christ (18c, 19c). On the strength of this principle, Paul is able to call for unity in 
the church amid cultural and social diversity. At the same time and in the face of 
competing religions, he preaches the universal relevance of the good news (e.g., 
1 Corinthians 7:21-24, cf. Galatians 3:28)." Shillington 133 
 

b) live their lives as Jesus directs 5:15 
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 
but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
“Christ’s death for all is not effective for people unless they die to themselves 
and live for Christ. Christ’s work requires a response.” Quast, Reading the Co-
rinthian Correspondence, Paulist 1994, 126. 
 

10. Therefore everyone needs to know of their condition and 
about how to be reconciled with God 
 

11. Because we love those around us, we prayerfully think 
about how best to tell them what they need to know.  
“We assume that we will offend people with the gospel. That’s one reason we 
work so hard not to offend them in the parking lot, the hallway, at check-in, or in 
the early portions of our service. We want people to come back the following 
weeks for another round of offending!” Stanley, Deep & Wide Zondervan 2012, 
221-2 See Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20 


