
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

1st Advent Sunday—December 3, 2017 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                  

Scripture Reading                                                                

             Matthew 1:1-19; Ruth 1:16-17; 4:13-17; Deuteronomy 23:3-6   

Message      “Christmas Through Middle Eastern Eyes:             Marvin Dyck   

                            Scandalous Outcasts Welcome”   

Communion  

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                    

 
 
 

Prayer Time in the church office at 9:15am this morning in the church office.  
Everyone is welcome 
 
Nursery Care for children ages 1-3 is in the basement during the message. 
Nursery workers today: Neufelds, Chris/Kaitlin     Next Sunday: Koslowsky, Betty 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
               CE Supervisor today: Sandra              Next Sunday: Elizabeth 
 
Adult classes: 
1. Choir Practice in the sanctuary 
2. Discussion on the morning message in the office beside sanctuary 
 

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. “  

Matthew 1:18 



Trustee on Duty today—Craig      Next Sunday—Stefan  

Thursday, December 7—Quilting for MCC Small Group meets from 10:00am to 12 
noon in the church basement to cut squares, sew and tie knots on blankets for MCC. 
December 14 will be our Christmas brunch windup at 10:00am! 

Crossroads Information Have you ever wondered what Christmas would feel like to someone who grew up in the 
Middle East? Our Advent series, Christmas Through Middle Eastern Eyes, invites 
reflection on that question. Kenneth Bailey, author of Jesus Through Middle Eastern 
Eyes (InterVarsity 2008), writes, “For sixty years, from 1935-1995, my home was in the 
Middle East. With a childhood in Egypt and forty years spent teaching New Testament in 
seminaries and institutes in Egypt, Lebanon, Jerusalem and Cyprus, my academic ef-
forts have focused on trying to understand more adequately the stories of the Gospels in 
the light of Middle Eastern culture…. 
 
“Middle Eastern Christians have been called the forgotten faithful. The world knows that 
across the centuries there have been Jews and Muslims in the Middle East. For the 
most part, however, Middle Eastern Christians evaporated from Western consciousness 
after the Council of Chalcedon in A.D. 451. Few are aware of the existence today of 
more than ten millions Arabic-speaking Christians who possess a rich heritage of an-
cient and modern literature….[T]hese Christians…live, breathe, think, act and participate 
in Middle Eastern culture, they are rooted in the traditional ways of the Middle East. 
Their voices, past and present, need to be heard in biblical studies” (p. 11-12). 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Because Christmas Eve 
falls on a Sunday this year, our annual “Gifts for Jesus” Christmas Eve service will take 
place as part of the 9:45am Sunday morning service. A song? Poem? Story? Drama? 
Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus 
in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
“And this [shall be] a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12) We are now in Advent, on our way to Christ-
mas, when the Messiah will humbly come to us, wrapped in swaddling clothes. One of 
our Christmas traditions is to offer beautifully wrapped presents to people we love. Un-
fortunately, this tradition involves cutting down tens of thousands of trees to make wrap-
ping paper (which gets discarded afterwards). 
This year, why not find alternatives for wrapping our presents, such as newspaper or old 
posters. Some people use towels, which can be reused; others prefer using gift bags 
which can also be conveniently reused later on. When wrapping your gifts this year, be 
creative to prevent depleting our forests. 
 
MCC Canada welcomes applications for Director of Fundraising & Communica-
tions based in Winnipeg. Applications are accepted until December 22. For more infor-
mation and to apply, please visit mcccanada.ca/director-fundraising-communications 
 
SALT - If you're interested in a year long cross-cultural internship or work experience in 
a faith-based context, consider applying for SALT 2017-18! We're looking for communi-
cators, educators, French or Spanish speakers, development grads, peacebuilders, 
nurses, IT experts, social workers, and more. Young adults ages 18-30, apply today at 
http://mccmb.ca/salt.  
 
Christmas Giving - This Christmas, give a gift that gives twice! Through MCC's Christ-
mas Giving projects, you can bring joy to the people you love and transform lives around 
the world. Each gift comes with a card that explains the gift you've given. Choose from a 
variety of gift options that will be meaningful to friends, teachers, co-workers or family! 
Visit mccmb.ca/christmas today. 
 
Thank you to those who made a donation to MDS (Mennonite Disaster Service) for 
#GivingTuesday! We are honored to receive these gifts and put them to work through 
hardworking volunteers and bring disaster survivors home again. 
MDS received just over $24,000, which will support volunteers at a recovery project for 
about 6 weeks. On average, that has the potential to bring 6 families affected by disas-
ter back to a safe and clean home! 

Let’s pull together to promote and support  
Crossroads’ 2017 Christmas projects! 

 
1.      New or used backpacks for patrons of Siloam Mission.  Drop-off any 
sized backpacks that you can donate, in the bin at the front, right-hand side 
of the church, Sunday Nov. 26 or Dec. 3, 10 or 17.  They will be delivered to 
Siloam Mission the week of Dec. 18 to be given to Siloam patrons to take home 
items given to them at Christmas. 
 
2.      You heard about MCC’s Manitoba Grow Hope project October 15. 
Mission Mobilizers have committed our congregation to support 2018’s growing 
season by donating to this project’s approach & contribution to alleviate world 
hunger.  Remember that a $300 contribution in support of planting and growing 
a 1-acre crop is multiplied through government matching to an actual or real 
contribution of approximately $3000 for food aid through MCC’s partner, Cana-
da Food Grains Bank. We will receive updates about the 2018 crop throughout 
the 2018 growing season.  Include this in your Christmas giving/generosity any 
of the 5 Sundays in December.  Mark your envelope “Grow Hope” or 
“Christmas project 2017”. 

Crossroads Christmas Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 10 - You are invited to Crossroads' Worship Ser-
vice at 9:45am followed by Sunday School classes at 11:15am for ages 
2 through adult. 
 

Sunday, December 17 - You are invited to Crossroads Annual Christmas Pro-
gram at 9:45am followed by Christmas snacks. Please bring a plate of Christ-
mas baking/treats to share (no nuts). There are no Sunday School classes Dec. 
17, 26, 31, Jan. 7.  
 
Sunday, December 24  - Christmas Eve - You are invited to 'A Gift for Je-
sus' Worship Service at 9:45am. We will enjoy special music, scripture, poetry 
and other gifts to Jesus as we celebrate His birth. Following the service, hot choco-
late and treats will be provided!  
 
Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve - You are invited to our worship service 
at 9:45am. 
 
Sunday, January 7 – Bilingual Joint Worship Service with ECRR (Eglise Commu-
nautaire de la Riviere Rouge) at 9:45am followed by a luncheon potluck. Please 
bring a large plate of finger food to share (no nuts). 



3. Ruth: a foreigner chooses faith in Yahweh, cares for her mother-in-law 
Ruth 1-4 
 "A Hebrew family...with two sons moved to Moab where the two sons 
married Moabite women. After some time the father died, as did the two 
sons....Naomi [the mother-in-law] perceived that the only way she could survive 
was to return to Bethlehem, where she still had some distant relatives....Ruth de-
clared...'your people shall be my people, and your God my God; where you die I 
will die, and there will I be buried' (Ruth 1:16-17). The two of them returned to 
Bethlehem, where Ruth met and married a wealthy distant relative of Naomi's fam-
ily...[whom she asked] for a Levirate marriage....[She] was a Gentile, who from the 
beginning to the end of her story was a saint. She exhibits faith, love, commitment, 
intelligence and courage." Bailey 39-40.  
 "Part of the power of this [story] lies in its understated portrayal of the 
vulnerability of individuals in the face of forces over which they have no control." 
Newsome, Texts for Preaching, Year B Westminster John Knox 1993, 368. "[W]
idows in that world have no means of support. How they will survive is the ques-
tion that leads the story on." Tucker, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year 
B Trinity 1993, 455. See Deuteronomy 23:3-4 
 "Both Naomi and Ruth will become the wives of Boaz....If a son is born, 
he will inherit the land Boaz has purchased." Alloway, "When doing good is risky 
business" Christian Week Apr. 9, 2010. "The womenfolk [4:14-17] insist that 
Obed is Naomi's child....[H]er neighbours are quite clear that her old age is now 
provided for." Auld, Daily Study Bible: Joshua, Judges, Ruth Westminster 1984, 
279. 
 
4. Bathsheba: unfaithful wife, social climber 
 “Matthew did not like [Bathsheba]. How else to explain the fact 
that...Matthew refused to record her name?...Bathsheba waited until her (Hittite) 
solder husband was away fighting for Israel. Then she decided to take a bath in 
front of an open window facing the palace. Why should she spend her life with a 
lowly paid foreigner if she could manage to move in next door with King Da-
vid?...No self-respecting woman, in any culture, would do such a thing....The 
prophet Nathan called the king to account for this profound violation of the law of 
God; David repented and the tradition says that he wrote Psalm 51 in response. 
The child died, but a second was born, who they named Solomon....On the positive 
side, [Bathsheba] demonstrated intelligence, daring, initiative and courage in the 
advancement of her interests as she understood them." Bailey 40-41 
 
5. Mary, humble servant of God 
 "Mary...was willing to accept the costly discipleship of being the mother 
of Jesus. She accepted her pregnancy as a miracle of God, but it is hard to imagine 
that many people in her community believed her story. Most of them probably saw 
her as an immoral woman who should be stoned. When she received the message 
from the angel, she responded quietly, 'Let it be to me according to your word' (Lk 
1:38). She humbly accepted a discipleship that she knew would bring shame on her 
in the eyes of the community and could be the cause of her death." Bailey 42  
 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

Message Outline 

Christmas Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Scandalous Outcasts Welcome 
Matthew 1:1-19; Joshua 2:9-11; Ruth 1:16-17; 4:13-17; Deuteronomy 23:3-6 

 
“Matthew is the gospel which was written for the Jews.” “The Jews were exceedingly 
interested in genealogies.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Matthew Vol. 1 Welch 1975, 
5, 12. 
“Matthew employs the genealogy to assert that God has guided the whole of Israel’s 
history so that it might culminate in the birth of ‘Jesus,’ the protagonist of his story, 
who is ‘Messiah,’ Son of David,’ and ‘Son of Abraham.” Kingsbury, Matthew as 
Story Fortress 1988, 48.  

"Amazingly, along with the men, Matthew includes the names of four wom-
en. Middle Eastern genealogies are expected to be lists of men....[W]hy does Mat-
thew include four women?" Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes InterVarsity 
2008, 38. 
       “The woman had no legal rights; she was regarded, not as a person, but as a 
thing. She was merely the possession of her father or her husband, and in his disposal 
to do with as he liked….If Matthew had ransacked the pages of the Old Testament for 
improbable candidates he could not have discovered four more incredible ancestors 
for Jesus Christ.” Barclay16-17 
 
1. Tamar: a widow pursuing her rights, risking her life Genesis 38; Leviticus 
20:12 
 “The custom...was that when a woman's husband died without leaving an 
heir, and the deceased had a brother, the family was expected to marry the widow to 
that brother. The practice was called 'Levirate marriage' and is described in Deuteron-
omy 25:5-10. Any children born to the widow would be raised to inherit the estate of 
the deceased first husband. This form of marriage was also concerned with the sup-
port and protection of the widow. 
 "[T]he father-in-law, Judah, promised Tamar that the family would marry her 
to the...brother [of her deceased husband]... but the promise was not kept. Tamar de-
vised a daring plan....[S]he dressed like a prostitute...Judah...slept with her, never 
guessing who she was....Sadly, it appears that no other method of securing those 
rights was available to her....The story presents a bold Gentile (?) woman determined 
to acquire her rights, even if she is obliged to use an irregular method." Bailey 38-9 
 
2. Rahab: a foreign prostitute confessing faith in Yahweh, risking her life 
I know that the LORD has given you this land....We have heard how the LORD 
dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what 
you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites....whom you completely 
destroyed....[T]he LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth be-
low. Joshua 2:9-11 
 "Rahab...was a Gentile and known to be a prostitute. Yet she somehow dis-
covered that the God of the Israelites was the one true God and decided to serve him 
alone. That discovery led her to make an incredible decision of faith that required the 
risk of her life. On the basis of her new faith, she acted against her community, its 
gods and its leaders....In this case the story presents a reformed immoral Gentile 
woman with a courageous faith." Bailey 39 



 
 

6. Possible Rationales 
 "Why...does Matthew include the above four women in Jesus' ancestry? 
We cannot be sure. But a number of reasons can be suggested." Bailey 42 
 
a) Elevating women 
 “Jesus included women into his band of disciples (Lk 8:1-3) and women 
have a prominent place in his ministry….Matthew may have included women in 
his genealogy as a sign of the new kingdom of God, where there is ‘neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no “male and female”’ (Gal 
3:28, my translation).” Bailey 42 
 
b) Welcoming both Jews and non-Jews  Deuteronomy 23:3-6 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the Son of David, the son of Abra-
ham Matt. 1:1 
“Strict Jews believed that God has no use for the Gentiles.” Barclay, DSB: Acts 
Welch 1976 80 
 “Ruth and Rahab were Gentiles, Tamar was probably a Gentle, and Bath-
sheba was originally married to a Gentile….[There is a] Gentile connection be-
tween the beginning and the end {Great Commission] of the Gospel.” Bailey 42  
The LORD had said to Abraham, ‘Leave your country, your people and your 
father’s household and go to the land I will show you…and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you. Genesis 12:1-2, 4. “…the title ‘Son of Abra-
ham’ characterizes Jesus as the one in whom the Gentiles will find blessing….” 
Kingsbury Matthew as Story Fortress 1988,  47-8 
 
c) “[S]aints and sinners” Bailey 42 
“Somehow God can use for his purposes, and fit into his scheme of things, those 
who have sinned greatly. ‘I came,’ said Jesus, ‘not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners’ (Matthew 9:13). Here at the very beginning we are given a hint of the all-
embracing width of the love of God. God can find his servants amongst those 
from whom the respectable orthodox would shudder away in horror.” Barclay,, 17
-18. 
 
d) Profiling initiative and intelligence 
 “All four women demonstrate intelligence, boldness and courage. As 
Raymond Brown writes, ‘The women showed initiative or played an important 
role in God’s plan and so came to be considered the instrument of God’s provi-
dence or of His Holy Spirit.’” Bailey 42  
 
e) To counter objections to the manner of Jesus’ birth 
Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 
to be married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, she became preg-
nant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her fiancé, being a just man, decided to 
break the engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace her publicly. 1:18-19, New 
Living Translation 1996 
 “The mention of certain ‘irregularities’ in the ancestry of the royal line of 
Judah serves to counter objections to the manner of Jesus’ birth.” France, Tyndale 
New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerdmans 1985, 72. 

Message Outline Continued 


