
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 

 
231 Kitson St.,  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2H 0Z4               
Phone: 233-8435 

e-mail: office@crossroadsmb.ca 
Website: www.crossroadsmb.ca 

Pastor couple: 
Marvin & Edith Dyck 

Pastor’s Office: 170 Marion St. 
Phone: 253-9685 

e-mail: pastor@crossroadsmb.ca 
Monday to Thursday  
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Apprentice:  

Stefan Klassen  
Office: 1310 Taylor Ave.  

Phone: 204-669-6575 ext. 224  
Cell: 204-998-2457 

email: stefan.a.k.klassen@gmail.com  
 

 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

2nd Advent Sunday—December 10, 2017 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Praise Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                       

Congo Update          Mennonite World Conference                      

Scripture Reading                                                                   

                     Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 42:1-7; Luke 13:1-5     

Message       “Joseph the Just and the Messiah’s Justice”         Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                    

 
 
 

Prayer Time in the church office at 9:15am this morning in the church office.  
Everyone is welcome 
 
Nursery Care for children ages 1-3 is in the basement during the message. 
Nursery workers today: Koslowsky, Betty    Next Sunday: no nursery care 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
         CE Supervisor today: Elizabeth    No Sunday School Dec. 17, 24, 31, Jan 7. 
Adult classes: 
1. Choir Practice in the sanctuary 
2. Discussion on the morning message in the office beside sanctuary 

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“...an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David,  

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the  

Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son,  
and you are to give him the name Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins.”   
Matthew 1:21-22 



Trustee on Duty today—Stefan               Next Sunday—Kathi  

 

 

Crossroads Information 

Thank you for the generous gift and warm affirmation we received last Sunday. 
We continue to find joy in serving as your pastor couple. We think of you with 
affection, we ache with your hurts and we celebrate your victories. 
Edith and Marvin Dyck 
 
Thanks to everyone at Crossroads for the gift last Sunday. I am so privileged to 
be where I am, to be able to serve and learn among such amazing people. I look 
forward to where God leads us next and the blessings we can be to one another.   
Stefan Klassen 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the carol sing at Catherine Place last Sun-
day 
 
Thursday, December 14—Quilting for MCC Small Group Christmas Brunch at 
10:00am at the church. Please bring a brunch dish to share. Next quilting in Janu-
ary. 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Because Christ-
mas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, our annual “Gifts for Jesus” Christmas Eve 
service will take place as part of the 9:45am Sunday morning service. A song? 
Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the 
gift you want to give to Jesus in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
MBCM is partnering with the Canadian Conference to conduct a short survey (20 
questions) for reviewing our relationships and structures to serve you better. We 
want to invite as many people as possible to participate. The survey is available 
online at mbsurvey.ca. The deadline to complete the survey is Dec. 22.  
 
Recovery of Hope Counselling, together with the Neufeld Institute – Manitoba 
Chapter, is proud to announce that Dr Gordon Neufeld, author of “Hold On to 
Your Kids: Why Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers,” is coming to 
Morden on Saturday, Feb 10, 2018 to deliver a new full-day workshop called 
“Keeping Children Safe in a Wounding World.” Parents, educators, youth 
workers and caregivers will be interested to learn from Dr Neufeld, one of Cana-
da’s leading developmental psychologists, as he uncovers the keys to helping 
children thrive while living in a wounding world. For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, please visit www.edenhealthcare.ca or call 1-866-493-6202. 
 
SALT - If you're interested in a year long cross-cultural internship or work experi-
ence in a faith-based context, consider applying for SALT 2017-18! We're looking 
for communicators, educators, French or Spanish speakers, development grads, 
peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, social workers, and more. Young adults ages 
18-30, apply today at mccmb.ca/salt.  

Crossroads’ 2017 Christmas projects! 
 

1.      New or used backpacks for patrons of Siloam Mission.   
Drop-off any sized backpacks that you can donate, in the bin 
at the front, right-hand side of the church sanctuary. They will be 
delivered to Siloam Mission the week of Dec. 18 to be given to 
Siloam patrons to take home items given to them at Christmas. 
 
2.      MCC Grow Hope Project—Mission Mobilizers have committed our con-

gregation to support 2018’s growing season by donating to this pro-
ject’s approach & contribution to alleviate world hunger.  Remember 
that a $300 contribution in support of planting and growing a 1-acre 
crop is multiplied through government matching to an actual or real 
contribution of approximately $3000 for food aid through MCC’s 
partner, Canada Food Grains Bank. We will receive updates about 
the 2018 crop throughout the 2018 growing season.  Include this in 
your Christmas giving/generosity any of the 5 Sundays in Decem-
ber.  Mark your envelope “Grow Hope” or “Christmas project 
2017”. 

Crossroads Christmas Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 17 - You are invited to Crossroads Annual  
Christmas Program at 9:45am followed by Christmas snacks. Please 
bring a plate of Christmas baking/treats to share (no nuts). There are 
no Sunday School classes Dec. 17, 26, 31, Jan. 7.  
 

Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve - You are invited to 'A Gift for Je-
sus' Worship Service at 9:45am. We will enjoy special music, scripture, poetry 
and other gifts to Jesus as we celebrate His birth. Following the service, hot choco-
late and treats will be provided!  
Christmas Eve Evening - Invitation from Edith & Marvin Dyck—If you have no 
other Christmas Eve traditions, we welcome you to our home on Dec. 24 from 6:00 - 
8:30 for food and fellowship. We would appreciate it if you would bring a plate of 
something to share for the table.   
 
Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve - You are invited to our worship service 
at 9:45am. 
 
Sunday, January 7 – Bilingual Joint Worship Service with ECRR (Eglise Com-
munautaire de la Riviere Rouge) at 9:45am followed by a luncheon potluck. Please 
bring a large plate of finger food to share (no nuts). 



 

Message Outline Continued 

4. What then about the injustice I face? God cares (6:25-34) - but 
is most concerned about your sin. 
 "The first-century Jewish community in the Holy Land was occupied and 
oppressed by the Romans. At the time of Jesus much of the land was owned by for-
eigners....Local farmers were obliged to rent land and were often treated unfairly.... 
 "In a situation of political and economic oppression people naturally want 
salvation, but from what? The salvation they seek is deliverance from their oppres-
sors....An oppressed community perceives its own faults as dwarfed by the enormity 
of what it is suffering from others. Any discussion of its sins will be heard as belit-
tling the harsh world in which they live.... 
 “In the birth story the child's name is...Jesus (Savior), and the text affirms 
that he will ...save his people from their sins. This message is surely an important 
part of why Jesus faced opposition and ended his earthly life on a cross....[H]e in-
sisted on saying critical things about his own people who were indeed oppressed. 
 "This appears clearly and powerfully in Luke 13, where people went to 
Jesus reporting...that Pilate had killed some worshipers while they were offering 
sacrifices at the great high altar....[Jesus] was expected to tear his robe, beat his 
chest and cry out, 'How long, O Lord! When will you come to save your people and 
set us free from this brutal occupation?' 
 “Jesus, however, gave the amazing answer, 'unless you repent you will all 
likewise perish' (Lk 13:5)....The angel affirms this theology to Joseph before Jesus 
is born by announcing, 'and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his peo-
ple from their sins' (their primary problem is their sin - the Roman occupation is an 
important concern, but it is secondary)."  Bailey 48-50 
About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people 
from Galilee as they were sacrificing at the Temple in Jerusalem. ‘Do you 
think those Galileans were worse sinners than other people from Galilee?’ he 
asked. ‘Is that why they suffered? Not at all! And you will also perish unless 
you turn from your evil ways and turn to God. Luke 13:1-3 
 

5. What this means for how Jesus wants His followers to repre-
sent Him: Always preach the Gospel. Always use words. Evange-
lism must be a part of social action 
Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew 28:18-20 



 “Joseph looked beyond the penalties of the law in order to reach out with 
tenderness to a young woman who was no doubt bruised and exhausted....This 
prophetic definition of justice required a compassionate concern for the weak, the 
downtrodden and the outcasts in their need. In his dealings with Mary, Joseph 
acted out of this prophetic definition of justice." Bailey 43-4 
 "Matthew presents Joseph as a human being of remarkable spiritual stat-
ure. He possessed the boldness, daring, courage and strength of character to stand 
up against his entire community and take Mary as his wife. He did so in spite of 
forces that no doubt wanted her stoned. His vision of justice stayed his hand. In 
short he was able to reprocess his anger into grace." Bailey 46 
 "[I]n the Middle East, men usually represent their families in any official 
or legal matters. Why did Joseph take Mary with him to Bethlehem for the regis-
tration? The easiest explanation is that he was unsure what might happen to her if 
he left her in Nazareth without his presence to protect her." Bailey 46 

 
3. What this means for how Jesus wants His followers to repre-
sent Him: Be full of both grace and truth 
 “I grew up around people who believed the church was for saved people 
who acted like saved people….The catch was that they were the ones who decid-
ed what act like a saved person meant. They got to determine which sins saved 
people could commit and which ones were evidence of being unsaved….Greed 
was never included. Nor was slander or gossip….[T]he casualty in a church for 
church people is grace…. 
 “On the other end of the church spectrum are those who declare that the 
church is for everyone, regardless of belief or behavior. These are the churches 
that value openness, tolerance, and acceptance above what more conservative 
churches would consider orthodoxy and orthopraxy (right conduct)….The prob-
lem with this approach is similar to the problem with the more conservative view. 
You have to pick and choose which parts of the New Testament to embrace. The 
casualty in liberal churches is truth…. 
 “Jesus modeled the way forward. The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14, emphasis 
added). 
 “Jesus did not come to strike a balance between grace and truth. He 
brought the full measure of both….As we follow Jesus through the Gospels, we 
find him acknowledging the full implications of sin and yet not condemning sin-
ners…. 
 “There is tension with…truth and grace. Where they meet, it gets messy. 
Real messy. But to let go of either, to attempt to build a church model around 
either, is to abandon what Jesus had in mind when he announced the formation of 
his gathering….It’s virtually impossible to be consistent or fair when grace and 
truth become driving forces in  a local congregation.” Stanley, Deep & Wide: 
Creating Churches that Unchurched People Love to Attend Zondervan 2012, 69-
76  
 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

Message Outline 

Joseph the Just and the Messiah's Justice 
Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 42:1-7; Luke 13:1-5 

 
 "The question is: What does it mean to call Joseph a 'just man'? Such a 
phrase usually refers to a person who obeys the law and applies rules fairly to 
all....The book of Deuteronomy states that if a betrothed virgin meets a man in the 
city and lies with him, the two of them are to be stoned (Deut 22:23). But Matthew 
1:18-19 affirms that because Joseph was 'just' he decided to break the law of Moses 
and divorce Mary quietly rather than publicly exposing her. Such a bold act invites 
serious reflection." Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes InterVarsity 2008, 43 
 

1. Joseph's feelings: Fuming 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about. His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faith-
ful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. 
 But after he had considered this.... Matthew 1:18-20 
 "The Greek word, here translated 'he considered'...has two meanings. T be 
sure, one of them is 'he considered/pondered.' But a second meaning is 'he became 
angry.' That is, he became very upset. Isn't anger the natural emotion for him to have 
felt? 
 "Perhaps long centuries of veneration for 'Saint Joseph,' have led to an as-
sumption that he could not have become angry - particularly not with Mary! But this 
is to overlook the pure humanness of the man. On hearing that his fiancee was preg-
nant, is he expected to sit quietly and 'consider' this matter?... 
 "The oldest Arabic translation of this text, which dates from the eighth centu-
ry or earlier, translates this phrase, 'While he was disturbed over this matter..... The 
unknown translator of this early, important Arabic version knew that Joseph was up-
set. Putting all of this together, perhaps 'while he fumed over this matter' is a more 
accurate translation of the original Greek and better captures the authenticity of the 
human scene." Bailey 45-46 
 

2. Joseph's Justice: Compassion 
 "In the prophecy of Isaiah there is a picture of a special 'suffering servant' 
through whom God would one day act in history to save....Isaiah 42...verse 
three...reads: 
A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 “Justice, as understood by this special servant of God, is neither 'retributive 
justice' (you harm me and I will see that you are harmed) nor is it 'equal application 
of law' (I pay my taxes and so must you), but here justice means compassion for the 
weak and exhausted....Reeds were used in the ancient world as pens... houses and 
boats - that is, if the reeds were not damaged. But what can be done with a crushed 
reed? The only option is to break it and use it for cooking or heating....But the servant 
of God, described in Isaiah 42, will not break the [bruised reed]....He will faithfully 
bring forth justice. 
 


