
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 

 
231 Kitson St.,  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2H 0Z4               
Phone: 233-8435 

e-mail: office@crossroadsmb.ca 
Website: www.crossroadsmb.ca 

Pastor couple: 
Marvin & Edith Dyck 

Pastor’s Office: 170 Marion St. 
Phone: 253-9685 

e-mail: pastor@crossroadsmb.ca 
Monday to Thursday  
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Apprentice:  

Stefan Klassen  
Office: 1310 Taylor Ave.  

Phone: 204-669-6575 ext. 224  
Cell: 204-998-2457 

email: stefan.a.k.klassen@gmail.com  
 

 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

3rd Advent Sunday—December 17, 2017 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                    Praise Team and Crossroads’ Choir 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Sunday School Christmas program                  

Scripture Reading                   Luke 2:1-20     

Message                   “Putting Out the Welcome Mat”                 Marvin Dyck 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                               

 

 
Everyone is invited to enjoy Christmas treats and vis-
iting in the sanctuary following this mornings’ service! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Time in the church office at 9:15am this morning in the church office.  
Everyone is welcome 
 
There is no scheduled nursery care today     Next Sunday: Melissa, Kalombos 
 
There are no Sunday School classes on Dec. 17, 24, 31 and Jan 7. Classes 
resume at 11:15am on January 14. 
 

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,        

because he belonged to the house and line of David.   

He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  and 

she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no guest room available for them. “ Luke 2:4-7 



Trustee on Duty today—Kathi           Next Sunday—Dan  
 

How is your Bible reading going? As you consider 2018, how about a New 
Year's resolution with some teeth in it? Sign up on the sheet in the foyer to  
i) read or listen through either the New Testament or the bible in 2018, or to fol-
low the REALife 2 year Bible reading plan, or 
ii) publicly commit to the Bible reading or listening plan that you believe will help 
you grow in 2018, so that Crossroads people can challenge you throughout the 
year. (For ideas, feel free to check the sheets on the bulletin board from prior 
years for the goals that other Crossroads people set for themselves. 

 

 

Crossroads Information 
If you are not currently receiving Crossroads’ weekly info emails or occasional 
prayer requests, and would like to be included in either of these email lists, 
please email Karis. 
 
Are you able to shovel your own driveway? Than you are able to shovel 
Crossroads’ access ramp! There is a sign-up sheet on the foyer bulletin board. 
Please sign up to shovel the ramp one or two Sundays this winter. Thank you. 
 
MBCM is partnering with the Canadian Conference to conduct a short survey 
(20 questions) for reviewing our relationships and structures to serve you better. 
We want to invite as many people as possible to participate. The survey is 
available online at mbsurvey.ca. The deadline to complete the survey is 
Dec. 22.  
 
SALT - If you're interested in a year long cross-cultural internship or work expe-
rience in a faith-based context, consider applying for SALT 2017-18! We're look-
ing for communicators, educators, French or Spanish speakers, development 
grads, peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, social workers, and more. Young 
adults ages 18-30, apply today at mccmb.ca/salt.  
 
Does your family live in plenty or in want? Christmas carolling from door to 
door to collect food is an old tradition that grew out of the medieval custom of 
wassailing. Many Catholic parishes have maintained this tradition of sharing, 
and other churches as well, including the Salvation Army. “White Gift Sunday” is 
typical of Protestant churches. Children are asked to take a toy in good condition 
that they don’t play with anymore and wrap it in white paper. The toys collected 
on one Sunday during Advent will then find a home with less well-off children. 
Maybe it’s time for you to give away some of the things you don’t need 
anymore? “Come home with me and dine, and I will give you a gift.” (1Kings 
13:7) 
 
MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Associate Editor-Die Mennonit-
ische Post. The associate editor is responsible to assist with all aspects of the 
production of the bi-weekly newspaper, the Mennonitische Post, under the direc-
tion and supervision of the managing editor. Applications are accepted until De-
cember 20.  For more information and to apply, please visit mcccanada.ca/get-
involved/serve/openings/associate-editor-die-mennonitische-post. 

Crossroads’ 2017 Christmas projects! 
 

1.      Today is final day! New or used backpacks for patrons 
of Siloam Mission.  Drop-off any sized backpacks that you 
can donate, in the bin at the front, right-hand side of the 
church sanctuary. They will be delivered to Siloam Mission the 
week of Dec. 18 to be given to Siloam patrons to take home 
items given to them at Christmas. 
 
2.      MCC Grow Hope Project—Mission Mobilizers have committed our con-

gregation to support 2018’s growing season by donating to this pro-
ject’s approach & contribution to alleviate world hunger.  Remem-
ber that a $300 contribution in support of planting and growing a 1-
acre crop is multiplied through government matching to an actual or 
real contribution of approximately $3000 for food aid through 
MCC’s partner, Canada Food Grains Bank. We will receive updates 
about the 2018 crop throughout the 2018 growing season.  Include 
this in your Christmas giving/generosity any of the 5 Sundays in 
December.  Mark your envelope “Grow Hope” or “Christmas 

Crossroads Christmas Season Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve - You are invited to 'A Gift for            
Jesus' Worship Service at 9:45am. We will enjoy special music, scripture, poetry 
and other gifts to Jesus as we celebrate His birth. Following the service, hot choco-
late and treats will be provided!  
Christmas Eve Evening - Invitation from Edith & Marvin Dyck—If you have no 
other Christmas Eve traditions, we welcome you to our home, 28 Highgate Cres. on 
Dec. 24 from 6:00 - 8:30 for food and fellowship. We would appreciate it if you 
would bring a plate of something to share for the table.   
 
Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve - You are invited to our worship service 
at 9:45am. 
 
Sunday, January 7 – Bilingual Joint Worship Service with ECRR (Eglise Com-
munautaire de la Riviere Rouge) at 9:45am followed by a luncheon potluck. Please 
bring a large plate of finger food to share (no nuts). 



3. He came to rescue from all that takes away peace; that is, well-
being* 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angels, prais-
ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.’ 2:13-14 
“In the Jewish culture from which Christianity came, peace…meant basically whole-
ness, the normal state of life which corresponds to the will of God. Such wholeness 
would characterize the basic relations of life: (a) the relation of persons and God, (b) 
the relation of persons with one another, (c) the relation of persons with the natural 
world, and (d) one’s relation with oneself. This wholeness meant well-being in con-
trast to evil in any form. It was the gift of God. Given human sin, however, this 
wholeness was lost. Peace, then, became a [hope for the future] (Zech. 9:9-10) on the 
messianic figure the prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6).” Talbert, Reading Luke Crossroad 
1986, 32-3. 
 

4. On whom does God’s favour rest? Everyone is welcome at the 
manger:  
The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.’ 2:10 
 

a) All the people 2:10 
 

b) Those other people reject  
 "Shepherds in first century Palestine were poor, and rabbinic traditions label 
them as unclean. This may seem peculiar because Psalm 23 opens with 'The LORD 
is my shepherd.' It is not clear how such a lofty metaphor evolved into an unclean 
profession....In any case, [shepherds] were lowly, uneducated types. 
 “In Luke 2:8-14 the first people to hear the message of the birth of Jesus 
were a group of shepherds who were close to the bottom of the social scale in their 
society....From their point of view, if the child was truly the Messiah, the parents 
would reject the shepherds if they tried to visit him! How could shepherds be con-
vinced to expect a welcome? 
 “The angels anticipated this anxiety and told the shepherds they would find 
the baby wrapped (which was what peasants, like shepherds, did with their newly 
born children). Furthermore, they were told that he was lying in a manger! That is 
they would find the Christ child in an ordinary peasant home such as theirs....This 
was really good news. Perhaps they would not be told, 'Unclean shepherds - be 
gone!' This was their sign, a sign for lowly shepherds.... 
 “The child was born for the likes of the shepherds - the poor, the lowly, the 
rejected." Bailey, 35-36  
 
c) People of a different race or ethnicity Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.’ Matthew 2:1-2 
 "When Jesus was born in Bethlehem there came to do him homage wise 
men from the East. The name given to these men is Magi....Herodotus...says that 
they were originally a Median tribe. The Medes were part of the Empire of the Per-
sians....[The Magi] became the teachers and instructors of the Persian kings....They 
became men of holiness and wisdom." Barclay, 25-26. 
Continued next page... 

Message Outline 

Putting out the Welcome Mat 
Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-2 

 
1. The manger in which Jesus lay after he was born was probably 
not in a barn, but for certain, He didn’t get the home’s guest room 
She wrapped him in a cloth and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. Luke 2:7 
 “The early church father, Justin Martyr (c. A.D. 150), states that this ‘stable’ 
was a cave. About A.D. 330 Constantine the Great caused a church to be built over 
this cave, which according to some experts was most probably the real place of the 
nativity.” Geldenhuys New International Commentary on the New Testament: Luke 
Eerdmans 1951, 101 
 "For the Western mind the word manger invokes the words stable or barn. 
But in traditional Middle Eastern villages...homes...often had but two rooms. One was 
exclusively for guests....The main room was a 'family room' where the entire family 
cooked, ate, slept and lived. The end of the room next to the door, was either a few 
feet lower than the rest of the floor or blocked off with heavy timbers. Each night into 
that designated area, the family cow, donkey and a few sheep would be driven. And 
every morning those same animals were taken out and tied up in the courtyard of the 
house....Such simple homes can be traced from the time of David up to the middle of 
the twentieth century....The door serves as an entrance for people and animals. The 
farmer wants the animals in the house each night because they provide heat in winter 
and are safe from theft…. 

In Luke 2:7 Luke tells his readers that Jesus was placed in a manger (in the 
family room) because in that home the guest room was already full." Bailey Jesus 
Through Middle Eastern Eyes InterVarsity 2008, 28-29, 32. 
 "Christianity in the Middle East has traditionally focused on the birth having 
taken place in a cave. Many simple homes in traditional villages in the Holy Land 
begin in caves and are then expanded. The tradition of the cave can be traced to Justin 
Martyr, writing in the middle of the second century. What I have already suggested is 
in harmony with this tradition." Bailey 34 
 "The houses in Bethlehem are built on the slope of the limestone ridge; and it 
is very common for them to have a cave-like stable hollowed out in the limestone rock 
below the house itself...." Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Matthew, Vol. 1 Welch 1975, 24 
 "Many houses in the area were built in front of a cave, which would have been 

used for stabling and storage." http://catholicphilly.com/2014/02/travel-2/church-
of-the-nativity-a-walk-through-christian-architectural-history/ 
 

2. This is remarkable because Jesus is the Rescuer for whom the 
Jews have waited for centuries, and He’s God with skin on 
‘Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord 2:11 
 “The hope of the centuries has been fulfilled. For this reason the tidings are 
joyful to them and to all the people – to all who have looked forward to His com-
ing….He…is ‘the Saviour’, the One who saves from all dangers, need, sin, and death, 
who safeguards against all disasters and destruction, and who gives blessedness in the 
fullest sense of the word. But He is also ‘Christ, the Lord’,… the Messiah of God who 
is also God Himself.” Geldenhuys, 111   
 



 

Message Outline Continued 

d) The wealthy and educated  Matthew 2:1-12 
“He also came for the rich and the wise, who later appear with gold, frankincense 
and myrrh." Barclay 26 
 

4. People experience this wholeness by 
 
a) following the angels’ instructions, making Him your top prior-
ity.  
‘This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.’…When the angels had left them…the shepherds said to one anoth-
er, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread 
the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
 

b) giving Him not the stable of their lives, nor even the guest 
room of their lives, but all they are and have 


