
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

• Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

• Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

• By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

• Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Christmas Eve—December 24, 2017 
 

 

A Gift for Jesus 

Piché children – song 
  
Elise & daughter  – song – Jeremiah 29:13 
  
G Schellenberg – Christmas medley 
  
Angeline  – poem – “""To Inhabit" 
  
Alinea - reading excerpt - The Best Christmas Pageant Ever  
                                                              by Barbara Robinson 
  
Angeline – poem - "As We Left They Sang,"  
  
Kidd family 
  
Scripture Reading    Luke 2;22-38                                         
  
Message: “Christmas Through Middle Eastern Eyes:                 Marvin Dyck 
                     Two Prophets Talk of Rescue & Grief”     
  
Song of Response 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Announcements 
  
Prayer: Ruth, Tony 

 
Everyone is invited to enjoy Christmas treats and 

visiting in the sanctuary following the service! 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s de-
scendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  Luke 1:30-33 



Trustee on Duty today—Dan       Next Sunday—Travis  
 

 
How is your Bible reading going? As you consider 2018, how about a 
New Year's resolution with some teeth in it? Sign up on the sheet in the 
foyer to  
i) read or listen through either the New Testament or the bible in 2018, or to 
follow the REALife 2 year Bible reading plan, or 
ii) publicly commit to the Bible reading or listening plan that you believe will 
help you grow in 2018, so that Crossroads people can challenge you through-
out the year. (For ideas, feel free to check the sheets on the bulletin board 
from prior years for the goals that other Crossroads people set for them-
selves. 

 

Crossroads Information 

The CE Committee has a short survey for you! We would love your input 
as we continue to think about how adult Sunday School. You can follow the 
link, or fill out a paper copy found on the back table by the mailboxes. Paper 
copies can be left in the CE mailbox. Thank you!  
 
Take a look at the Christmas note to Crossroads on the foyer bulletin 
board from Cory and Masami—MB Mission Japan!  
 
If you are not currently receiving Crossroads’ weekly info emails or occa-
sional prayer requests, and would like to be included in either of these 
email lists, please email Karis  
 
Are you able to shovel your own driveway? Than you are able to shovel 
Crossroads’ access ramp! There is a sign-up sheet on the foyer bulletin 
board. Please sign up to shovel the ramp one or two Sundays this win-
ter. Thank you. 
 
MBCI is offering an adult evening woodworking activity where you can build 
your own designer canoe paddle.  This will run every Tuesday from 7 – 9 
pm for 8 weeks, beginning Jan 23.  For more information email 
Ken.   kgeddert@mbci.mb.ca 
 
This coming February the MDS All-Unit Meeting (AUM) will be hosted in 
Winkler, MB from February 9-10, 2018. The AUM is a wonderful time of 
gathering together to hear and share the stories of MDS from the past year. 
Registration is open and people can either register online on our website or 
by sending in the paper registration form (see poster on bulletin board). Call 
866-261-1274 

Crossroads’ 2017 Christmas project! 
MCC Grow Hope Project—Mission Mobilizers have committed our con-
gregation to support 2018’s growing season by donating to 
this project’s approach & contribution to alleviate world hun-
ger.  Remember that a $300 contribution in support of plant-
ing and growing a 1-acre crop is multiplied through govern-
ment matching to an actual or real contribution of approxi-
mately $3000 for food aid through MCC’s partner, Canada 
Food Grains Bank. We will receive updates about the 2018 
crop throughout the 2018 growing season.  Include this in 
your Christmas giving/generosity any of the 5 Sundays in 
December.  Mark your envelope “Grow Hope” or 
“Christmas project``. 

Crossroads Christmas Season Schedule 
 
 
Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve - You are invited to our worship ser-
vice at 9:45am. Prior to the service at 9:15am, you are welcome to a time of 
prayer in the office beside the sanctuary. 
 
Sunday, January 7 – Bilingual Joint Worship Service with ECRR (Eglise 
Communautaire de la Riviere Rouge) at 9:45am followed by a luncheon pot-
luck. Please bring a large plate of finger food to share (no nuts). 
 
Sunday, January 14—Crossroads Worship Service at 9:45am followed by 
Sunday School classes at 11:15am for people ages 2 through adult. 



But many will refuse to accept the sign and to seek salvation through Him; they will con-
tradict the sign and resist Him. This will bring about their everlasting fall." Geldenhuys, 
New International Commentary on the New Testament: Luke Eerdmans 1951, 120 
  
ii) - He will be the cause of “piercing grief”* to His mother 
 "This text seems to affirm that a sword will pass through the soul of both Jesus 
and his mother." Bailey 60 “Simeon…foresaw that Jesus would be…a cause of piercing 
grief to his mother (vv. 34-35). “ Craddock, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year 
B Trinity 1991, 49 
 
iii) Jesus and Mary will expose the thoughts of many people 
 "This text tells the reader that Mary will participate in the event of the cross and 
her suffering will contribute to exposing 'the thoughts out of many hearts.' Will Mary's 
faithful presence at the cross oblige evil forces around her to look at themselves and con-
trast their brutality with her courageous love? 
 "Around the cross there flows a river of compromise. Everyone involved is 
strangely exposed. The disciples believe, but in their fear they run away. Peter makes 
bold promises but falls into denial. The high priest wants to preserve the sanctity of the 
temple and keep the Romans from intervention in his sacred space. In the process he 
participates in the death of an innocent man. The soldiers only obeyed orders, and those 
orders violated Roman justice. Pilate wanted to keep his job and stay out of trouble. He 
was presumably scared lest the temple authorities send a negative report to Caesar (about 
him) that would damage his career. Pilate had previously engaged in a number of con-
frontations with the Jewish populace, all of which he lost. With a checkered past, could 
his career sustain one more defeat? His personal strategic interests were clearly more 
important than the innocence of one village carpenter. Pilate’s true nature was exposed 
by the cross. The thoughts of the hearts of many were revealed by the suffering of the 
cross, and Mary participated in that suffering. 
 “On Golgotha Mary chose to remain to the end and witness the suffering of her 
son until his death. She was not under arrest and could have walked away. She knew she 
could not change what was happening before her by arguing with the soldiers or plead-
ing with the high priests. The only decision she was free to make was to choose to re-
main and enter into Jesus' suffering. Indeed a sword passed through her heart, and in the 
process, once again, she became a model for Christian discipleship." Bailey 60-61. 
 

2. Anna the prophet 
[Anna] came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she be-
gan praising God. She talked about Jesus to everyone who had been waiting for the 
promised King to come and deliver Jerusalem. Luke 2:38, New Living Translation 
1996 
a) God, thank you! 
 "...she spoke with gratitude and praise of God as the Faithful One who fulfilled 
His promises." Geldenhuys 121 "...she praised God for his gift/deed, or, for that child...." 
Reiling et al., 143 
 

b) This is the one through whom God will rescue Israel; that is, rescue Isra-
el God’s way  
 "In Old Testament passages referring to Messianic redemption, Jerusalem often 
represents all Israel, cp. Is. 40:2; Zeph. 3:14-20; Zech. 9:9f....[She] 'kept on talking about 
him'...[to those who were waiting for the time] that Jerusalem would be made free', 'the 
time that God would pull Jerusalem from its distress'...." Reiling et al. 143-4 
Mary responded, ‘I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to accept whatever he 
wants. May everything you have said come true.’ And then the angel left. 1:38, New 
Living Translation 1996 
 

Message Outline 

Christmas Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Two Prophets talk of Rescue & Grief 
Luke 2:22-38 

 

1. Simeon 
Lord, now I can die in peace! 
    As you promised me, 
I have seen the Saviour 
    you have given to all people. 
He is a light to reveal God to the nations, 
    and he is the glory of your people Israel! Luke 2:28-30 New Living Translation 1996 
 
a)  Jesus has come  
i) to show God to all people 
‘This child is destined to…be a sign that will be spoken against…. 2:34  

“Jesus will be a sign in person; i.e. he will confront Israel with the claim of 
God.” Reiling et al  138 
 "Simeon made sweeping claims as he addressed God and spoke of the child: the 
child who has come to redeem both Israel and the Gentiles." Bailey, Jesus Through Mid-
dle Eastern Eyes InterVarsity 2008, 59. 
 
ii) to save everyone – He’s intended to be good news for my enemies 
It had been revealed to [Simeon] by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 2:26 
 “’Messiah’…a God-sent saviour-king.” Reiling & Swellengrebel A Translator's 
Handbook on the Gospel of Luke United Bible Societies 1971  114 
 “Whatever else is said about Jesus, already the reader knows that Jesus is God’s 
salvation.” Gaventa, Text for Preaching: Year B Westminster John Knox 1993,  76 
 "The wonder of Jesus' parents at Simeon's words lay in...[the child's] mission to 
the Gentiles (vs. 32; see Isa. 42:6; 49:6). The mission was spoken of as 'a light,' not so 
much a light for pagan minds, but, in the sense already seen (1:79), the light which 
would guide men out of the darkness of death's shadow into the way of God's for-
giveness. (See Isaiah 49:6, where light is equated with salvation.)" Miller, Layman's Bi-
ble Commentaries: Saint Luke Ryerson 1960, 38.  
 
b) There is great pain in Jesus' future 
This child will be rejected by many in Israel, and it will be their undoing. But he 
will be the greatest joy to many others. Thus the deepest thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul. 2:34-35, New Living Trans-
lation 1996 
 

i) Many people will reject Him - to their own disaster 
This child is destined to make many fall and many rise and to set up a standard 
which many will attack…. 2:32, Phllips 
 “If Jesus is God’s salvation ‘in the presence of all peoples,’ he nevertheless cre-
ates division.” Gaventa 77 ‘ 
 "All Israel looked for political deliverance. Only the Remnant sought spiritual 
deliverance. It was plain, therefore, that One who came to be a 'revelation to the Gen-
tiles' (vs. 32) rather than to conquer them, would be rejected....He would be a 'sign that 
would be spoken against' (vs. 34)." Miller 38. 
 "No one will be able to take up a neutral attitude towards Him. He will serve as 
a clear sign by which God makes known to man that everyone in himself is doomed and 
guilty and that there is salvation for the penitent only in Christ.  


