
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                         Praise team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                 

Story Reader                  “Damon and Pythias”              

Scripture Reading    Samuel 23:14-18; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12        

Message                       “Friendship’s Usefulness”                     Marvin Dyck 

Communion 

Song of Response 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Time in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning. 
Everyone is welcome 
 
Nursery care during the message for children ages 1-3 is in basement room.                  
 Childcare Workers today: Neufelds, Kalombos  Next Sunday: Koslowsky, Elizabeth 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begins at 11:15am. 
 CE Supervisor today: Sandra                  Next Sunday: Elise 
Adult Classes: 
1. Video  
2. Discussion on the message 
3. Baptism/membership class in the basement kitchen with Marvin Dyck. 
 

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,  
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs,  

that it may benefit those who listen.”  
Ephesians 4:29 



Trustee on Duty today—Travis              Next Sunday—Craig  
 
Thursday, Feb. 8—Quilting for MCC Group meets at church from 10:00am –12 
noon. Everyone welcome—even if you don’t sew! 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 28—Crossroads Membership Annual Financial Meeting at 
7:30pm at the church. Mark your calendars now! 
 
Have you ever wondered at how God made you, or what He made you to do? 
The Network course can help you answer those questions. Classes begin next 
week in the kitchen during the Sunday school hour, facilitated by Marvin Dyck 
 
Charitable Donation Receipts for 2017 donations to Crossroads are now in 
the church mailboxes. 
 
Crossroads people—If you are able to, please sign-up to shovel the access 
ramp once this winter on a Sunday morning. The sign-up sheet is on the bulle-
tin board in the foyer. If there is no snow that particular week, your job may be very 
easy:) 
 
We at the Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary would like to thank Crossroads 
MB Church for the partnership you have shown to us in 2017. We realize that it 
may well be a sacrifice to set aside funds for a conference ministry. But we want to 
assure you that by supporting your seminary, you are benefiting Canadian church 
leadership for the long term.  We do not take your support for granted, and we are 
sincerely grateful for your help as we seek to fulfil the mission of educating and 
equipping people who help lead the church in reaching Canada and the world with the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
This afternoon, Sunday, Feb. 4 at 3:00 pm you have the opportunity to attend the 
final session of Missionfest Manitoba 2018 – worship speaker T.V. Thomas, 
Centre for Evangelism & world Mission at Church of the Rock. 
 
Refugee resettlement panel discussion February 6, 2018, 7-9 pm. Eckhardt 
Gramatté Hall, University of Winnipeg. Menno Simons College invites you to engage 
with a panel of refugee resettlement experts in conversation on "Refugee Resettlement 
in Canada: Moving Forward from Lessons of the Past." Panellists include Brian Dyck, 
national migration & resettlement program coordinator for MCC Canada, Mike 
Molloy and Peter Duschinsky, authors of Running on Empty, among others. 
  
Book launch – Come out for the Winnipeg launch of Mike Molloy and Peter 
Duschinsky’s Running on Empty: Canada and the Indochinese Refugees, 1975-
1980 on Wednesday, February 7, 2018 at 7 pm in the Atrium at McNally Robinson 
in Grant Park Shopping Centre, Winnipeg. 
 
The Winnipeg Real to Reel Film Festival takes place Feb. 20-25 at North Kildo-
nan MB Church. See flyers on mailbox table for more info. 
 
Ted&Co TheatreWorks is coming to Winnipeg on Sunday, Feb 11th at 6:30 pm at 
Douglas Mennonite to present “Boots, Buckets & Barrows”. This is Dessert night 
and Fundraiser put on by Mennonite Disaster Service. Tickets are $10 and can be 
reserved by calling the MDS Office at 204 261 1274. 

Crossroads Information 

 “Journeying Together: Accompanying the Aging” , March 17, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Cana-
dian Mennonite University. How can deacons, congregational care teams, pas-
tors, and churches faithfully accompany those in the later stages of life? How 
might professionals who work with the elderly in health care settings navi-
gate questions related to their Christian faith? How can Christian caregivers 
of all kinds engage prayers for miracles and end-of-life challenges? Join fel-
low caregivers as they explore what it might mean for Christians to journey 
together with the aging  Cost: $65, $50 for 2 from same church. See link for more 
information.  http://www.cmu.ca/community.php?s=cfl&p=pastorsworkshops 
 
MCC Canada welcomes applications for Administrative Services Assistant 
based in Winnipeg. Applications are accepted until February 9, 2018. For more 
information and to apply, please visit  mcccanada.ca/assistant-administrative-
services 
 
MBCI Middle School Day – February 6th from 8:30 to 3:30  &  Grade 9 Day - Feb-
ruary 8th from 8:30 – 3:30. Future Students have an opportunity to meet teachers 
and prospective classmates and experience MBCI through an interactive day of 
activities and classroom visits.  To register call Karin Friesen at 204-654-5788 or on 
line at “mbci.mb.ca” to register for Day at MBCI. 
 
Special Event: Wintertreffen. Sunday, February 25, 2 pm. 287 8th Ave NE, Alto-
na. Join us at Altona Mennonite Church for an afternoon of music and sharing 
about refugee resettlement—in English and opp Plautdietsch—followed by a pot-
luck faspa! For more information visit mccmb.ca/wintertreffen 
 
UGM Job Opening-Charis Centre Manager Position. To apply, please print our 
Missionary Application Form. gospelmission.ca/index.php/events-blog/entry/
manager-position-charis-centre. Please give the reference forms to your references 
for them to send in and submit your application and resume to: Frank Ulrich, Exec-
utive Director. Phone: 204-586-7790 ext. 223. Email: fulrich@gospelmission.ca 
 
Providence College Public Lecture - “The Religious Impulse of U2’s Mediated 
Brand”. Professor Nicholas P Greco, PhD is interestedin the nature of celebrity, 
the construction of masculinity and his book on U2 will be published later 2018. 
Saturday, Feb 10 at 7:00pm at McNally Robinson Bookstore, 1120 Grant Ave. Free 
admission. Visit www.prov.ca’/publiclectures. 
 
Recovery of Hope Counselling, together with the Neufeld Institute – Manitoba 
Chapter, is proud to announce that Dr Gordon Neufeld, author of “Hold On to 
Your Kids: Why Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers,” is coming to Mor-
den on Saturday, Feb 10, 2018 to deliver a new full-day workshop called 
“Keeping Children Safe in a Wounding World.” Parents, educators, youth work-
ers and caregivers will be interested to learn from Dr Neufeld, one of Canada’s 
leading developmental psychologists, as he uncovers the keys to helping children 
thrive while living in a wounding world. For more information and to purchase tick-
ets, please visit www.edenhealthcare.ca or call 1-866-493-6202. 
 
 



c) counsel 1 Samuel 23:14-18 
Just as lotions and fragrance give sensual delight, a sweet friendship refreshes 
the soul 27:9, The Message 
As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 27:17 
 “Two sayings in chapter 27 give the two sides to this: the cheering effect of 
fellowship (27:9…as when Jonathan strengthened David’s hand in the Lord, 1 Sam. 
23.16), and the healthy clash of personalities or views (27:17). A true friendship 
should have both elements, the reassuring and the bracing.” Kidner 45 
 

d) tact  
If you want people to like you, forgive them when they wrong you. Remember-
ing wrongs can break up a friendship. 17:9, Good News 
 “Tact: respect for another’s feelings; refusal to trade on his affection. The 
examples in Proverbs are of all-too-familiar lapses: outstaying one’s welcome…, 
25:17; being hearty at the wrong time… (27:14),…(25:20); and not knowing when a 
joke has gone far enough (26:18, 19).” Kidner 45 
 

2. Additional Biblical characteristic of friendship  
 
e) Mutual support Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labour. 
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone? 
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

B. For Jesus, there is always room in the friendship circle 
You are my friends if you do what I command John 15:14 
Sources of Damon and Pythias story: http://biblehub.com/sermons/pub/
damon_and_pythias.htm ; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damon_and_Pythias; Hill 48. 

 “…if you want to experience deeper community in your small group, you 
should make it an open group that is actively reaching out to others! And, on the other 
hand, if you want a superficial level of relationships within the group and between its 
members, it would be best to make it a closed group.” Egli, Marable, Small Groups, 
Big Impact Egli & Marable, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 

Message Outline 

Friendship's Usefulness 
Proverbs; 1 Samuel 23:14-18; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

 

 A. Biblical characteristics of a friend 
1. Proverbs (Source Kidner, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Proverbs 

InterVarsity 2003, 45) 
 

a) constancy 
One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother. Proverbs 18:24 “…the bond of friendship…can be 
even more meaningful than that between siblings (18:24).” Hill 50 
A friend loves at all times. Proverbs 17:17. “In case the reader should think only 
of the friendship he hopes to receive, he is urged to give this kind of loyalty 
(27:10)….” Kidner 45 
 "[There's] the myth of... freedom - - the myth that the less encumbered and 
entangled I am, or the less accountable and anchored I am to a particular relation-
ship, the better able I am to find my truest self and secure real happiness....And it's 
not hard to see how it strikes at the root of friendship. If your deepest fulfillment is 
found in personal autonomy, then friendship - or at least the close kind I want to 
recommend...is more of a liability than an asset.... 
 "...even many people who know the highs and lows of marital bliss, and 
thus might be thought not to need friendship like single people do, are freshly 
aware of what the eclipse of friendship means for them, too. After buying into the 
myth that '(romantic/family) love is all you need,' and that one is happiest when 
least tied down, as the myth of freedom promises, they've come to see these things 
as just that - myths - and ones that leave them still hungry for the quieter, less ad-
vertised love of friendship." Hill 14-15 
 

b) candour 
Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses 27:6. 
Those who flatter their neighbors are spreading nets for their feet 29:5 
…teach and admonish one another…. Colossians 3:16. See also Revelation 2:1-
7 
Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an en-
couragement to those who hear them Ephesians 4:29, New Living Translation 
1996 
Justin Hale “Why ‘Brutal Honesty’ isn’t honesty at all” Dec. 17, 2017 VitalSmarts   
https://www.vitalsmarts.com/crucialskills/2017/12/why-brutal-honesty-isnt-honest
-at-all/?
mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpabU5EazVOalZoWW1KaiIsInQiOiJlaUlUSVwvK290SWFc
L0N2ZExTeDJxc0lwSnVqSkZYZEVNcG94U2xFNzY4aW5sVStZU1ljemJQcXd
yZUVXeUhOK1VqXC9RY0tpd3A2d1hBQXhmbnk0QnhRWThmZEVIOERZU2
hjWXZjOU9JRDNwY2h4aFBqWTM4djJFV05LSWozd2w3TiJ9 
 
 
 


