
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                    Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                          Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                        

Testimonies                                                                     

Affirmation time                                                                           

Reception into membership                                                        

Prayer of Blessing                                                                   

Scripture Reading                    Romans 4                                 

Message                      “You Have to Have Faith”                      Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                               

 
 

Prayer Time in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
 
Nursery care during the message for children ages 1-3 in basement room. 
       Workers today: Neufeld, Kalombo    Next Sunday: Keates, Elizabeth 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am.  
            CE Supervisor today: Alinea        Next Sunday: Sandra 
Adult CE classes: 
1. Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. 
2. Video in the office beside the sanctuary. 
3. Networking class in the kitchen 

Today at Crossroads 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what  
we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for. 

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command,  
so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” 

Hebrews 11:1-3 



Trustee on Duty today: Travis         Next Sunday—Craig  
 
Next Sunday, April 22 
 Dr. Terry LeBlanc, Executive Director of Indigenous Pathways and a 
Director of NAIITS: An Indigenous Learning Community (formerly the North 
American Institute of Indigenous Theological Studies), will guide us in a 
study of the creation story in Genesis chapters 1-3 from an Indigenous point 
of view. 
 
Crossroads @ Camp Cedarwood church retreat will be May 11-13. Just 
weeks away! Brochures/registration forms are available on the table by the 
mailboxes. Deadline to register is April 29. See Richard or Karis for details. 
 
Quilting for MCC group meets on Thursdays from 10:00am to noon at the 
church. No sewing skill required! All are welcome. 
 
Your donation of $1500 to Crossroads 2017 Christmas project has re-
sulted in Crossroads congregation sponsoring 5 acres for the Grow 
Hope (MCC MB) project in this year’s growing season.  MMs are look-
ing for someone from the congregation to be our church’s champion 
for this project.  This would involve keeping informed of this year’s growing 
plans and progress, email communication with MCC and keeping the con-
gregation informed of progress and special events.  Please contact Grace  
or Stefan if championing this project captures your interest. 
 
Cory and Masami will be based in Winnipeg September – December, 
2018  during their time of Ministry in North America (MINA).  Crossroads 
Sending & Support Team is asking the congregation to keep an open ear for 
housing options for their family.  A furnished place would be pre-
ferred.  Contact Rich & Carol or Dan & Karen with ideas, thoughts and pos-
sibilities. They are looking for accommodations during their time in Winnipeg 
from Sept - Dec, 2018.  
 
Special Event: The Bible, justice, and the Palestine-Israel conflict 
Wednesday, April 25, 7pm, CMU, Winnipeg. Join Canadian Friends of Sa-
beel and Rev. Dr. Ateek at Marpeck Commons, Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity for the Manitoba launch of Rev. Ateek’s most recent book addressing 
theology of land in Palestine and Israel from a non-violent and reconciliatory 
perspective. 

Crossroads Information 

MCC Manitoba hosts a support group for women who have experi-
enced sexual abuse, 7-9 pm on Tuesdays, May 1 to June 5, 2018. The 
support group will offer women opportunity to share, find support and healing 
in a caring faith-based environment. Free of cost with child care provided. 
For more information and to register by April 17, contact arp@mccmb.ca or 
204-925-1917. 
 
Special Event: Stories of relief from Syria, Tuesday, April 24, 7 pm. 159 
Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg. Join us at Sam’s Place to hear Rahaf share 
about her work with internally displaced people in Syria. Rahaf is a Syrian 
woman dedicated to providing relief to her neighbours. She will share about 
her role with a local MCC partner through whom she has distributed food 
box and cash supplements to thousands of displaced families in a country at 
war. For more information visit mccmb.ca/Stories-from-Syria. 
  
SpringFest 2017 - Save the date for MCC's annual SpringFest held on May 
25 and 26 this year. Join us at 134 Plaza Drive for a plant sale, BBQ, quilts 
and more—proceeds will provide relief kits to families whose lives have been 
disrupted by conflict and disasters around the world. For more information 
visit mccmb.ca/SpringFest. 
  
Hosts needed - MCC Manitoba is seeking hosts for female participants in 
IVEP (International Volunteer Exchange Program) for an 11 month period 
beginning in September 2018. Hosts are needed in the Elmwood/Kildonan 
and Central Winnipeg areas and/or neighbourhoods with good access to bus 
routes. For more information, visit mccmb.ca/ivep and contact Katie at 204-
925-1929 or katielaban@mccmb.ca  
 
A Spring MCC Yard Golf Sale will be held on June 2nd, at 7 Mercury Bay. 
You are invited to donate golf clubs or other golf paraphernalia (balls, shoes, 
shirts, etc.) you no longer need. Donations may be dropped off at the Selkirk 
or Sargent Thrift Stores or at 7 Mercury Bay. If you have questions call 
Loeppkys at (204)261-4949 or (204)296-4949. All Proceeds go to support 
the work of MCC.  
 
Winnipeg Mennonite Elementary and Middle Schools (WMES Inc.) is cur-
rently accepting applications for the 2018-19 school year: 
Permanent Track (.40 F.T.E.) Music Teacher 
Permanent Track (0.85 F.T.E.) Grade 5 Teacher 
Term Library Technician (4 out of 6 days per cycle) 
For more information on these openings, please visit the “Job Opportunities” 
link at www.wmems.ca  

 
 
 
 
 
 



What does Scripture say? 'Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.' Romans 4:3  "The word counted [Credited - NIV] in Romans 4:3 is a 
Greek word that means 'to put to one's account.' It is a banking term." Wiersbe, Be Right 
Victor 1982, 41 “The basic thought of the Jews was that a man must earn God’s favour.” 
Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Romans Welch, 1975, 64 
 

b) He didn't have to do anything else. The laws from God came later and 
served as a sign of, not a path to, relationship with God Rom. 4:9-12, Genesis 
17 
And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by 
faith while he was still uncircumcised. Romans 4:11 "Circumcision, here em-
ployed...to stand for the law as a whole, comes as a 'seal' of righteousness, not as a means 
for achieving righteousness." Gaventa, Texts for Preaching: Year A Westminster John 
Knox 1995, 197 
 

4. King David experienced this even more radically: God justifies (declares 
not guilty) the wicked! Romans 4:4-8 
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obli-
gation. However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. Romans 4:4-5
 "Justified...describe what happens when someone believes in Christ as his Sav-
ior. From the negative viewpoint, God declares the person to be not guilty; from the posi-
tive viewpoint, he declares him to be righteous. He cancels the guilt of the person's sin 
and credits righteousness to him." NIV Study Bible ftn. 3:24 
 "The Law said, 'I will not justify the wicked' (Ex. 23:7). The Old Testament 
judge was commanded to 'justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked' (Deut. 25:1). 
When Solomon dedicated the temple, he asked God to condemn the wicked and justify 
the righteous (1 Kings 8:31-32)! But God justifies the ungodly - because there are no 
godly for Him to justify!... 
 "In verse 6 through 8, Paul used David as a witness, quoting from one of David's 
psalms of confession after his terrible sin with Bathsheba (Ps. 32:1-2). [See 2 Samuel 11-
12] David makes two amazing statements: (1) God forgives sins and imputes righteous-
ness apart from works, (2) God does not impute our sins. In other words, once we are 
justified, our record contains Christ's perfect righteousness...." Wiersbe, 41-2 
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them Romans 4:8 
(Psalm 32:2)  
 

5. To believe means to completely trust our Creator God's faithfulness and 
love with whatever feels hopeless Rom. 4:17-21 
[Abraham] is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed - the God who 
gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not 4:17 
 "...this is a description of God the creator: It is precisely as creator that he is the 
life-giver and life-sustainer (Neh. 9:6)....the same creative power which first gave life 
will have the final say over that which seems most to threaten the life he gave us in the 
beginning. It is the assurance that God's life-giving power can make even the dead alive 
which gives confidence in situations of challenge or despair during this life (Ps. 71:20; 2 
Cor 1:9)....God...redeems as he creates, and he reckons righteous in the same way in 
which he makes alive. That is to say, his saving work depends on nothing in that which is 
saved; redemption, righteous-reckoning, is not contingent on any precondition on the 
part of the recipient.... 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

You have to have faith 
Romans 4 

 

1. Paul wrote Romans a) to help a divided church get along 
“…the letter aims at resolving a crisis in Jew and non-Jew relations by promoting the 
reconciliation of divided house churches….there appears to be a “Jewish problem’ in 
that some Jewish Christians are promoting a theology that highlights Jewish identity, 
undermining the identify of non-Jewish Christians. But there is also a non-Jewish prob-
lem.’ We will read in the letter about one of Paul’s greatest concerns – that the non-
Jewish Christians boast and promote a theology saying the Jewish people are no longer 
needed (Toews 2004:25).” Isaak, God is One and God is Fair Kindred 2006, 2-3 
 
b) to raise financial support for his planned missionary work 
 “Since he has never visited these people, he needs to persuade them of the trust-
worthiness of his mission vision and his ‘business plan.’ With the Romans, Paul finds 
himself in the unusual position of needing to introduce himself.” Isaak 4 
 
2. Summary: Chapters 1-3: What then shall we say that Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this matter? Romans 4:1 What 
matter, you ask? 
- there's good news (gospel) for both Jews and non-Jews; Jesus, God with skin on, 
Jewish royalty, died and rose from the dead. All humans are called to obey Him and to 
make Him the centre of their lives (1:3-5). When people trust Jesus with their lives, 
God's power puts them in right relationship with God (1:16-17). 
- There's also bad news. God's judgment (wrath - Dunn, Word Biblical Commentary: 
Romans 1-8) Word 1988,566) comes on humans who 
 - ignore what was plain for them to know about God 1:18-20 
 - fail to honour and thank God 1:21 
 - make their own ideas of what God is like 1:21 
 - applaud others' wrongdoing 1:32 
 - look down on other people for the wrongs they do 2:1-3 
- everyone is under the power of sin (3:9-12) and therefore far away from God the 
source of life  (everyone has sinned and is far away from God's saving presence) 3:23, 
Good News) (Dunn 168, 178) 
- There's more very good news. Because of humans' hopeless condition, God took the 
initiative as Jesus of Nazareth, voluntarily dying for human sin (3:23-25). The rescue 
however requires the human response of faith ("Betting your life that...what Jesus said is 
true" Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Romans Welch 1975, 21-2)). 
-in summary, God loves humans very much. Though all humans did wrong, bringing 
judgment on themselves, God became human and died to serve humans' sentence and 
rescue us so we could live and not die. We need only make Jesus the centre of our lives. 
Everyone is welcome. There is no other path to life. Jesus is the only way. "For Paul, 
not only is the gospel inclusive of all nations, it is also exclusive. It is for those who are 
faithful or trust in the 'way of Jesus'" (Isaak God is One and God is Fair Kindred 2996, 
27). 
 

3. To answer the question: Abraham discovered that  
a) God was pleased with him simply for believing God Romans 4:3, Gen. 15:1-
6 
 

Message Outline 



Message Outline continued 

 "Paul deliberately picks up Abraham's recognition of the hopelessness of his 
human condition (Gen. 17:17) and sets his complete powerlessness in sharpest contrast 
to the divine omnipotence....The strength of his faith was precisely his recognition that 
there was nothing in him which could make the fulfillment of the promise possible, his 
recognition, that is to say, that he had to rely wholly and solely on God who alone can 
give life to that which is dead, who alone can make something out of nothing. 
          "Gen. 15:5-6 shows that Abraham's faith was nothing other and nothing more 
than trust in God's promise; it was not faithfulness; it was not covenant loyalty....It was 
confidence in God, a positive acknowledgement of God's power as creator, a calm cer-
tainty that God had made known to Abraham his purpose and could be relied on to 
perform it without further question or condition." Dunn 236-9 
Abraham…did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but 
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that 
God had power to do what he had promised. This is why ‘it was credited to him 
as righteousness.’ 4:20-22 
 “Too often we make faith about our faith (literally faith in our faith). Faith is 
about our  God. Faith is about the object we believe in. It is not about how strongly you 
believe but how strong is the God you believe in! …If faith is about the nature of our 
Heavenly Father and not about how strongly we can conjure up feelings of faith, then 
faith can only grow as our understanding of God expands….If you want to increase 
your faith, increase your understanding of God!.” Smith, “Kingdom Kernels,” Mission 
Frontiers Sept/Oct. 2015, 38-41   
 
6. Abraham’s story can be ours too if we believe in Jesus who died for my 
wrong doing and was raised to prove that His death served my sentence 
4:22-25 
The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him alone, but also for us, 
to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and 
was raised to life for our justification [acquittal] (Amplified). 4:23-25 “This 
means that the resurrection of Christ is the proof that God accepted His Son’s sacrifice, 
and that now sinners can be justified without God violating His own Law or contra-
dicting His own nature. 
 “The key, of course, is ‘if we believe’ (v. 24)….God’s saving power is experi-
enced by those who believe in Christ (Rom. 1:16)….The object of our faith is Jesus 
Christ who died for us and rose again.” Wiersbe 45  
 
 
 

 


