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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                             Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                  Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                         

Parent/Child Dedication                                                        

Scripture Reading                         Romans 9                                     

Message:                 “Cancel Complacency and Smugness”             Marvin Dyck 

Communion          

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                   

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
 
Nursery care during the message for children ages 1-3 in basement room. 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
            
 
Adult CE classes 
1. Discussion on the message in the basement classroom. 
2. Video in the office beside the sanctuary. 
3. Networking class in the kitchen 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 

Romans 9:14-16 

Today at Crossroads 
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*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 



Trustee on Duty today: Stefan  Next Sunday—Kathi  
 
 

 
Marvin Dyck will be away from the office this week 
 
Thursday, June 7—Quilting for MCC group meet at church at 10:00am. 
 
Sunday, June 10—You are welcome to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am followed by Sunday School classes for ages 2 thru adult at 11:15am. 
That will be the last Sunday for classes until September 9. 
 
Wendy P, our retreat speaker 3 weeks ago, defended her Ph. D. thesis in Ken-
tucky on May 21. Wendy writes us “With deep gratitude for prayer support, I 
am now Doctor Granny.” On the table beside the mailboxes is a congratu-
lations card for those who would like to add your personal note and sig-
nature to our church’s celebration with her of this achievement. 
 
If you have not yet paid your church retreat @ Cedarwood registration 
fees, you can put the money in an offering envelope marked ‘church retreat’. 
Adults--$115, ages 7-18-$60, under 6 free. Contact Karis for rate for partial 
weekend. 
 
Our congregation has participated in providing a coffee break for workers  at 
Habitat for Humanity's summer build in Winnipeg. This year Mission Mobi-
lizers are looking for someone to take the lead on this service opportuni-
ty. Please talk to Grace K. or Stefan K. ASAP if you can lead the way on this. 

Crossroads Information Opportunity to recycle k-cups! The number of K-cups in landfill could wrap the 
planet 10 times. Tony and Angeline are connected with Hope Centre Ministries, 
which has received funding to launch a coffee pod recycling program that will give 
paid work experience to youth with disabilities. There is a bin under the coffee centre 
at the back of the sanctuary to collect your used pods from home or work. They will 
deliver them to Hope Centre for you.  
 
Cory & Masami and their 3 boys (MB Mission-Japan) will be returning to Winnipeg 
from Sept-Dec/18. If you know of a housing option, preferably furnished, for them 
to stay, please contact Dan or Karen, or Rich or Carol. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional books for June-Aug are available on foyer window 
 
Simonhouse Bible Camp update! I'm very excited to share that we are only ONE 
male counselor away from having a full Program/Counseling staff.  We should be 
able to open all cabins this summer!  Thank you SO much for your prayers and your 
help identifying people who would do well at camp this summer! We still could use 
some help with cooks, maintenance and ESPECIALLY nurses.  These are often filled 
week by week so please contact me for information. Darrell—phone 204-687-3340 or 
email info@simonhouse.ca 
 
MBCI is in need of quality host families for the 2018-2019 school year!  One grade 
10 German girl needs a pet-free home from September - November, and one grade 
10 Chinese boy needs a home for the school year.  If you have an extra room in your 
home and space in your heart, hosting is a wonderful way to learn about other cul-
tures.  Please contact Heidi at hdefehr@mbci.mb.ca or 204-960-4011 for more infor-
mation. 
 
News from ETEQ (École de théologie évangélique du Québec) - Please pray for the 
students, teachers and staff of ETEQ as they engage with their summer plans. Also, 
for our brand-new offering of theology courses in English this fall. We would be grate-
ful if you could support us to meet our year-end fundraising goal ($120,000 to go) by 
June 30th, 2018. 
 
Your Gifts to MDS at Work - Mark of La Grange, Tex., had the first floor of his home 
flooded by Hurricane Harvey. He is legally blind and needs a cane to walk. He hoped 
that he'd be able to complete the needed repairs himself, but soon realized that 
wouldn't be possible because of his condition. Because of support from donors and 
volunteers like you, MDS was able to help. "I never shed a tear in sorrow because of 
my losses," Mark told us. "I shed tears in wonderment and amazement, of being per-
sonally touched by the Hand of Our Lord; touched by his servants, like the volunteers 
from MDS." Thank you for the part you play in bringing hope to those in desperate 
situations!  
 
Message from Union Gospel Mission—As we receive more of our giving in the fall 
and winter and less in the spring and summer, we would ask you to consider helping 
God’s work at Union Gospel Mission. As our year-to-date giving since October 1, 
2017 is slightly behind the same period last year, a generous supporter has commit-
ted to match all lump sum gifts up to $20,000 received by July 13th in response to 
this letter.  
 

Responsive Reading 
Leader:  You as parents have asked our strong and tender heavenly Father 
to take care of you, and you have asked us as a church to nurture your family. 
  
Congregation:  We accept, humbly and seriously, our responsibility for the 
spiritual well-being of yourselves and of your child. By our example, our words 
and our prayers, we will support your parental role, in helping your child to 
come to understand the richness of a life completely committed to Jesus 
Christ. We earnestly pray that the life and witness of each of us will make your 
task both joyful and fruitful. 



5. Look at Pharaoh to understand how God hardens people: they 
choose it 
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart 
and the hearts of his officials so that I may perform these signs of mine among 
them that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I dealt harshly with 
the Egyptians and how I performed my signs among them, and that you may 
know that I am the LORD.’ Exodus 10:1-2 
Pharaoh’s officials said to him, ‘How long will this man be a snare to us? Let the 
people go, so that they may worship the LORD their God. Do you not yet realize 
that Egypt is ruined? Ex.10:7 
 “Sometimes we are told that Pharaoh hardened his heart (Ex. 8:15, 19, 32), 
and other times that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (ex. 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27). By declar-
ing His Word and revealing His power, God gave Pharaoh opportunity to repent, but 
instead, Pharaoh resisted God and hardened his heart.” Wiersbe 105.  
…just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 
Romans 1:28 
 “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy 
will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done,’ All that 
are in Hell, choose it.” C.S Lewis, The Great Divorce. 
 

Question 2: Why does God still blame us? For who’s able to resist 
his will? V. 22 
 

6. God now welcomes non-Jews to become a part of His chosen peo-
ple – and pursues also those who broke relationship with Him 9:23-
26, Hosea 1-3 
What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 
mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory – even us, whom he also called, 
not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 9:24 
“Hosea was taught to see in his own tragic domestic life a parable of the relation be-
tween God an Israel. When he took Gomer…as his wife and she in due course gave 
birth to a son, he acknowledged the child as his and named him Jezreel. But her sec-
ond and third children, he was convinced, were not his, and the names he gave them 
express his disillusionment – Lo-ruhamah (‘one for whom no natural affection is felt’) 
and Lo-ammi (‘no kin of mine’). These names betokened God’s attitude to His people 
Isarel, who had broken their covenant-loyalty to Him….But…God looks forward to a 
day when those who at present are not His people will once more be His people, and 
when those who at present have no claim on His kindly feelings will once more be the 
objects of His mercy.” 
The LORD said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is 
loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Isra-
elites, though they turn to other gods….So I bought her for fifteen shekels of sil-
ver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. Then I told her, ‘You are to live 
with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, 
and I will behave the same way toward you.’ Hoseal 3:1-3 
             “God is a saving, forgiving, restoring God, who delights to take those who are 
'not my people' and make them 'my people.' Paul then applies this principle to Gen-
tiles, whom God makes his people by sovereignly grafting them into covenant rela-
tionship (see ch. 11)." NIV Study Bible 9:25-26 ftn. 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

Cancel Complacency and Smugness 
Romans 9 

 
1. I care about my people who don’t know Jesus. 9:1-5 
I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart…for the sake of my 
people 9:2-3 
“Paul…gloried in his ministry as apostle to the Gentiles, and rejoiced in their salva-
tion. But his own… nation…had for the most part failed to accept the salvation pro-
claimed in the gospel, even though it was presented to them first….How he longed 
that they too might have the scales removed from their eyes! [Acts 9:18] Indeed, if 
their salvation could be purchased by his own damnation, right readily would he 
consent….” Bruce, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Romans Eerdmans 
1977, 182 
 

2. Don't think that God owes you just because of who you are. 9:6-
13 
 "The idea of divine rejection...is the logical converse of Israel's sense of 
election....[I]ts starting and central point is the sense of grace freely extended in an 
unexpected way to one who is wholly undeserving....Here in particular it should be 
remembered that  Paul's aim is to prick the bubble of Israel's presumptuousness as 
the elect, not to affirm Esau's rejection. Paul's argument...is an attack on the only 
dogma of predestination then current, and constitutes a standing warning against 
any attempt to define...a doctrine of election (cf. Munck, Christ, 76). Indeed, some-
what surprisingly, since Esau (Edom) belongs to the outsiders to whom electing 
grace now stands open in Paul's gospel, Paul uses this text against Jacob (Israel). 
The principle enunciated here envisages an Israel not determined...by ethnic identi-
ty, and so also an Esau who is not simply to be identified with another ethnic 
group…. 

“Paul includes the idea of divine rejection in order to explain what he re-
gards as a temporary phenomenon-viz., God’s rejection of Israel in order to achieve 
a wider election, which will then include Israel (11:25-32). " Dunn, Word Biblical 
Commentary: Romans 9-16 Word 1988, 545-6 
The LORD had said to Abram, “…all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you. Gen. 12:1-4 
 

Question 1: Is God unjust? 9:14 
 

3. No! People are only saved because God is merciful. 9:14-18; Ch.1-
7; Exodus 10:1-7 

 
4. God has a plan for each person – to honour God. He’ll do that 
with or without your cooperation. 
For Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘I raised you up for this very purpose, that I 
might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all 
the earth. 9:17 
…let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 
 
 

Message Outline 



7. God is not only a God of mercy and inclusion (23-26) but also 
judge 9:27-29 
 

a) God saves those who have faith in Jesus. 9:30-33 
 "Paul does not reject obedience to the law but righteousness by works, the 
attempt to use the law to put God in one's debt." NIV Study Bible 9:31 ftn. 

‘We need to decide…whether we are depending on good works and char-
acter, or trusting Christ alone for salvation. God does not save people on the basis 
of birth or behavior. He saves them ‘by grace, through faith’ (Eph. 2:8-9)….He 
offers us His salvation by faith. The offer is made to ‘whosoever will’ (Rev. 
22:17).” Wiersbe 109 

 

b) Jesus is the cause of destruction for those who reject Him 9:32-
33 

“Jesus was sent into this world to be the Savior of men; but he is also the 
touch-stone by which all men are judged. If a man’s heart goes out in love and 
submission to him, Jesus is for him salvation. If a man’s heart is entirely unmoved 
or angrily rebellious, Jesus is for him condemnation. Jesus came into the world for 
our salvation, but by his attitude to him a man can either gain salvation or merit 
condemnation.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Romans Welch 1975, 135 

 

Conclusions: There's mystery here  
 

1. God is not one-dimensional. - 9:16 v. 9:30-32 
 "God's choice...is not controlled in any way by man. However, Paul 
makes it clear that the basis for Israel's rejection was her unbelief (see vv. 30-32)." 
NIV Study Bible 9:16 ftn. 
 “No one will deny that there are many mysteries connected with divine 
sovereignty and  human responsibility. Nowhere does God ask us to choose be-
tween these two truths, because they both come from God and are a part of God’s 
plan. They do not compete; they cooperate. The fact that we cannot fully under-
stand how they work together does not deny the fact that they do.” Wiersbe 109 
 

2. the purpose of God's patience (9:23) is repentance (2:4)  
 "No one can call God to account for what he does. but he...shows great 
patience even toward the objects of his wrath. In light of 2:4, the purpose of such 
patience is to bring about repentance." NIV Study Bible 9:22 ftn. 
 

3. God’s command for us is clear – make disciples everywhere 
you go Mt. 28:18-20 
Then Jesus…said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.  Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Message Outline continued 


