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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, June 17, 2018 
 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                             Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                     

Global Focus                   Simonhouse Bible Camp                  

Scripture Reading                       Romans 11                          

Message         “What about people I love who reject Jesus?        Marvin Dyck 

                                    The Ministry of Arousing Envy”     

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                       

 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
 
Nursery care during the message for children ages 1-3 in basement room. 
       Workers today: Kalombo, Edith         July 15: Piché, Koslowsky 
 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
 
knowledge of God! 

    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 

 
Who has known the mind of the Lord? 

    Or who has been his counselor? 
Who has ever given to God, 

    that God should repay them?” 
Romans 11:33-36 

Today at Crossroads 
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Trustee on Duty today: Dan      Next Sunday—Travis  
 
Next Sunday, June 24—Crossroads Annual Worship 
Service and BBQ Picnic at Traverse Park at 10:30am! 
Please bring your lawnchair or blanket as well as a nut-
free, non-melting, finger-food dessert to share. There is 
a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for help with serv-
ing and clean-up at the picnic. 
 

Summer Snacks begin July 1, two weeks from now! The Summer Snack Sign-
up Sheet is now posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. If every family unit 
signs up for one Sunday this summer, we’ll have no problem filling up the schedule, 
AND we’ll have a great summer of snacks and visiting after each Sunday service.  
 
On July 8, Crossroads is traveling to Living Word Temple, 467 Manitoba Ave-
nue (at Power) for a joint service, 11 a.m. followed by lunch. For those unable 
to travel to Living Word Temple and for newcomers, there will still be a service at 
231 Kitson St. at the usual time of 9:45 a.m. 
 
Crossroads music teams are looking for new members! If you feel like you 
have a gifting in this area or would like to learn, please contact Karla, Erin, or Elise. 
 
Our 2019 church retreat speaker is Paul Kroeker, one of the leaders of C2C, our 
Mennonite Brethren church planting arm. He will speak based on his book In the 
Way of Jesus. While we have this book in our library, you may wish your own copy 
so you can read it in advance of his time with us in May 2019. If you give Karis $20, 
she’ll get a book for you directly from Paul. Or if you wish, you can buy it on Ama-
zon. 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

Opportunity to recycle k-cups! There is a bin under the coffee centre at the back 
of the sanctuary to collect your used pods from home or work. They will be deliv-
ered to Hope Centre for you.  
 
Rohingya Refugee Crisis Lunch & Learn—Wednesday, June 20, 12-1 pm 
159 Henderson Hwy. Join us on World Refugee Day for a lunch and learn event at 
Sam’s Place, with Drs. Kawser Ahmed and Helal Mohiuddin from Conflict and Resil-
ience Research Institute, Canada. Hear about the Rohingya refugee crisis and dis-
cuss the role Canada can play in conflict transformation.  
 
Hosts needed - MCC Manitoba is seeking hosts for female participants in IVEP 
(International Volunteer Exchange Program) for an 11-month period beginning in 
September 2018. Hosts are needed in the Elmwood/Kildonan and Central Winnipeg 
areas and/or neighbourhoods with good access to bus routes. For more infor-
mation, visit mccmb.ca/ivep and contact Katie at 204-925-1929 or 
katielaban@mccmb.ca. 
  
MCC Canada welcomes applications for Ottawa Office Director based in Otta-
wa. Applications are accepted until June 27. For more information and to apply, 
please visit mcccanada.ca/ottawa-office-director 
 
Spring Concert Fundraiser for Union Gospel Mission on Tuesday June 19 at 7:30 
pm at Morrow Gospel Church, 755 St. Anne's Rd. Wpg. Refreshments to follow. 
 
Do you know children from low-income families that would like to attend sum-
mer camp? Union Gospel Mission can provide that opportunity for 1500 children 
this summer! Flyers with info are available on the table by the mailboxes. If you 
would like more information, or would like to distribute flyers in low-income neigh-
borhoods, call Gilbert at 204-586-7790 ext. 306, or gplante@gospelmission.ca. 
 
Summer is here and that means many fairs and festivals are happening around the 
province! Child Evangelism Fellowship of Manitoba has a little known ministry that 
reaches thousands of children each summer - The Gospel Tent! There are excit-
ing ways you can be a part of engaging tons of kids at the Gospel tent, like face 
painting and story telling, balloon making. 
Sign up for an hour or more for any of the following events:  
Steinbach Summer in the City - June 15-17 
Altona Sunflower Festival - July 27-29 
Swan River Exhibition - July 25-29 
Winkler Harvest Festival - August 10-12 
Morden Corn & Apple Festival - August 24-26 
Contact Michelle at michelleberg@cefmanitoba.org  
 
 



b) God gets the Good News out in spite of people's rebellion 11:11-24 
 "Had the Jews accepted the gospel, it would have been their privilege to make 
it known to the Gentiles; as it was, the Gentiles heard it without their mediation." 
Bruce 212 
 

4. A shot of reality: God's saving you isn't just about you 
"The purpose of God now extended to the Gentiles does not end with the salvation of 
the Gentiles. Indeed the salvation of the Gentiles is not an end in itself: it also has in 
view the salvation, the restoration, of Israel. God has not abandoned his people even 
in the act of hardening them. He has not torn up his covenant with Israel and started 
again. Even his punitive action against the bulk of Israel has Israel's salvation in view 
as well." Dunn, Word Biblical Commentary: Romans 9-16 Word 1988, 668 
5. God's strategy is now to create envy 11:12-15 
a) Through Christians’ acceptance of one another across social barriers 11:12-24 
 “…the letter aims at resolving a crisis in Jew and non-Jew relations by pro-
moting the reconciliation of divided house churches….there appears to be a ‘Jewish 
problem’ in that some Jewish Christians are promoting a theology that highlights Jew-
ish identity, undermining the identity of non-Jewish Christians. But there is also a 
‘non-Jewish problem’ We will read in the letter about one of Paul’s greatest concerns 
– that the non-Jewish Christians boast and promote a theology saying the Jewish peo-
ple are no longer needed (Toews 2004:25).” Isaak 1-3 
 “At this point (11:13-24), Paul digresses into an exhortation that grows out of 
his experience with the very mission to the non-Jews that he has been talking about. 
Just as Paul rejects Israel’s national righteousness, he says non-Jewish Christians must 
not look down on Israel in their hardened state and think Jews are now cut off forever 
and displaced by the church…. 
 “Paul makes his point of interdependence and growth with the classic olive 
tree metaphor (Jeremiah 11:6; Hosea 14:6)….For Paul, the root is Israel and the issue 
is how the different branches relate to the root itself.” Isaak, God is One and God is 
Fair Kindred 2006, 193. 
 

b) through generosity 
I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. For Mac-
edonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the 
Lord’s people in Jerusalem. They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to 
them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it 
to the Jews to share with them their material blessings 15:25-7 “Note the signifi-
cance at this point of Paul’s money collection to help Jewish Christians in Jerusalem 
during their food crisis (15:26; I Corinthians 16:3). This money was raised among non
-Jewish Christians from Paul’s missionary churches around the Mediterranean. The 
collection is strategic. Paul is presently on his way to Jerusalem to deliver the aid. If 
the Jews could only see how much love the non-Jews have for them; if the Jews could 
sense the compassion of these now brothers and sisters, they might just accept that 
perhaps the Messiah has come after all – the Messiah Jesus.” Isaak 192 

 
6. Shot of reality #2: Don't get complacent 11:17-24 
But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but tremble. For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not 
spare you either. 11:20-21 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

What about people I love who reject Jesus?  
The Ministry of Arousing Envy 

Romans 11 
 

1. The Good News: God in love pursues people who rejected Him 
11:1-4 
 "If God has cast away His people, then how can the conversion of the 
Apostle Paul be explained?...Certainly none of us...were...blinded by the light of 
heaven nor thrown to the ground." Wiersbe, Be Right Victor 1982, 125 See Acts 9:1
-6 
 

2. The Bad News:  
a) There are no rewritten admission policies for them 11:5-6 
 
i) Doing good deeds doesn’t work 
And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For 
in that case God’s grace would not be what it really is – free and undeserved. 
11:6, New Living Translation 1996 
 

ii) Being very sincere and devout doesn’t work 
What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. 11:7 
 

b) Turning from Jesus gives you blind spots 11:7-10 See John 1:3-9; 
3:19-21; 8:12 
 "If it be asked by whom they were hardened or blinded, verse 8 makes the 
answer plain. Not for the first time in this Epistle ([cf. 1:21b, 9:17f.) ] such moral 
insensitiveness is divinely inflicted as a judicial penalty for refusal to heed the word 
of God." Bruce, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Romans Eerdmans 1977, 
215. 
 

c) Success and feelings of confidence could be a trap 
David spoke of this same thing when he said, 
Let their bountiful table become a snare, 
A trap that makes them think all is well, 
Let their blessings cause them to stumble…. 11:9 New Living Translation 1996 
  

3. Back to good news:  
a) Even the curse highlights Jesus' love  
 "Verses 9 and 10 are taken from Psalm 69:22...This psalm was widely cur-
rent in the Church from earliest days as a testimonium of the ministry, and especial-
ly the passion, of Christ (cf. the allusion to verse 4 in John 15:25; to verse 9 in John 
2:17 and Romans 15:3; to verse 21 in Matthew 27:48). If the speaker in the psalm is 
Christ, those against whom complaints are voiced are interpreted as His enemies (cf. 
the application of verse 25 to Judas Iscariot in Acts 1:20)." Bruce 215-216 
 
 

Message Outline 



 "The Gentile believers must not yield to the temptation to look down upon 
the Jews. But for the grace of God which ingrafted them among His people and 
made them 'fellow-citizens with the saints' (Eph. 2:19) they would have remained 
for ever lifeless and fruitless. The new life which enables them to produce fruit for 
God is the life of the old stock of Israel on which they have been grafted. Israel 
owes no debt to them: they are indebted to Israel. And if they reply that at least 
they are better than the unbelieving Jews, the branches which were cut off, they 
are exhorted to learn a salutary lesson from the removal of those old branches. 
Why were they cut off? Because of unbelief. And if a spirit of pride leads the new 
graft - the Gentile church - to forget its reliance on divine grace and exchange faith 
in God for self-confidence, it will suffer the same fate as the old branches; it, too, 
will be cut off. It is by faith that membership in the true people of God is acquired 
and maintained; it is by unbelief that it is forfeited.. This principle, says Paul, is 
applied without partiality, to Gentiles as much as to Jews." Bruce 218-219. 
 "Throughout the New Testament continuance is the test of reality....Since 
'thou standest by faith' (verse 20), it is a healthy exercise to heed Paul's injunction 
to the Corinthian Christians: 'Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith' (2 
Cor. 13:5)." Bruce 219-220 
 “Any adequate doctrine of God must include these two elements. When 
we ignore his kindness, God seems a ruthless tyrant; when we ignore his sternness, 
he seems a doting Father.” NIV Study Bible Zondervan 1985  footnotes 11:22 
 

7. God dreams about their believing in Jesus so He can forgive 
them 11:22, 27 
And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able 
to graft them in again....And this is my covenant with them when I take away 
their sins 11:20, 27 
 "Paul...passes into the promise of the new covenant in Jeremiah 31:33f.: 
'But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel...I will for-
give their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more'...." Bruce 222 
 

8. God's purpose for humanity (Bruce 223) 11:30-36 
 "God's ultimate purpose for the world is now revealed; it is mercy for Jew 
and gentile alike....Paul is not here thinking of those who, like Pharaoh in 9:17, 
persistently refuse the divine mercy. He 'does not intend to make a definite pro-
nouncement about the ultimate destiny of each individual man. But the hope of 
mankind is more, not less, secure because it is rooted in the truth about God, rather 
than in a truth about man himself' (C.K. Barrett...)." Bruce 223-224 
 

9. Try as you might, you'll never fully understand God 11:33-36 
 God gave man a mind, and it is man's duty to use that mind to think to the 
very limit of human thought. But it is also true that there are times when that limit 
is reached and all that is left is to accept and to adore." Barclay, Daily Study Bible: 
Romans Welch 1975 155 

 


