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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, July 8, 2018 
 

 

 
 
Songs of Praise & Worship                                                        Worship team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                       Matt Neufeld 

Scripture Reading                     Ephesians 2                                Marvin Dyck 

Message                              “Demolishing Walls”                         Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                        Matt Neufeld 

Announcements                                                                            

 
 
 
 

 
Today, July 8 - Crossroads is traveling to Living Word Temple, 467 Manitoba 
Avenue (at Power) for a joint service, 11 a.m. followed by lunch. For those una-
ble to travel to Living Word Temple and for newcomers, there will still be a ser-
vice at 231 Kitson St. at the usual time of 9:45 a.m. 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
 
There will be no organized nursery care this morning. 

  

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— 
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

not by works, so that no one can boast. 
  

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 
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Today at Crossroads 



Trustee on Duty today:  Stefan B       Next Sunday—Kathi  
 
At Crossroads-Summer in the Psalms with Steve Bell and Jamie Howison 
  Steve Bell is a well-known Winnipeg Christian singer/songwriter. Jamie 
Howison is Steve’s pastor at St. Benedict’s Table. In 2015 they collaborated in I 
Will Not Be Shaken:  A Songwriter’s Journey Through the Psalms. It consists of 
a collection of the songs Steve has written that are based on a Biblical Psalm in 
the order in which he wrote those songs, a commentary by Jamie on each 
Psalm, and a note from Steve about the story behind the song. This book and 
CD are in our library. 
 Each Sunday we’ll listen to a reading of the Psalm, and we’ll listen to 
Steve singing the Psalm. And then we’ll hear a reflection on that Psalm which 
draws on Steve Bell’s and Jamie Howison’s writing. 
 
Every summer we look forward to the snacks after the Sunday morning 
services. The Snack Sign-up Sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the 
foyer. There are still many Sundays available for you to sign-up! 
 
Crossroads music teams are looking for new members! If you feel like you 
have a gifting in this area or would like to learn, please contact Karla Braun, Erin 
Baldwin or Elise Neufeld. 
 
Our 2019 church retreat speaker is Paul Kroeker, one of the leaders of C2C, 
our Mennonite Brethren church planting arm. He will speak based on his book In 
the Way of Jesus. While we have this book in our library, you may wish your 
own copy so you can read it in advance of his time with us in May 2019. If you 
give Karis $20, she’ll get a book for you directly from Paul. Or if you wish, you 
can buy it on Amazon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

Demolishing Walls 
Ephesians 2 

 
A. Who you are and where you came from 
 
1. The Creator made humans to manage creation under His direc-
tion 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27, New Revised Standard Version 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, 'You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden, but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.' Genesis 2:15-16 
 

2. Humans chose independence - and no longer wanted to be with 
Creator 
The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, 'Where are you?' Genesis 3:8-9 
 

3. That's why the human condition is so hopeless Eph. 2:1-3 
 "Ephesians 2:1-3 depicts what the readers are saved from. Three images vividly 
depict humanity's hopeless state: the corpse ('dead through the trespasses and sins,' v. 
1); the slave (following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the 
air,' v. 2); and the condemned prisoner (children of wrath,' v. 3). Each in its own way 
portrays a devastating predicament which 'you' and 'we' are powerless to change. A 
sense of helplessness pervades v. 1-3." Cousar, Texts for Preaching: Year B Westmin-
ster 1993, 226. 
 "God's wrath has nothing to do with bad temper. It is not arbitrary either, and is 
not subject to bad moods. It is predictable. It is God's hostility toward evil, the response 
of a holy God to human sinfulness." Ewert, The Body of Christ, The Church Heartbeat 
2004, 40. 
 

4. But there's good news: God still loves humans! 2:4-5 
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses... Eph. 2:4-5, New Revised Standard Ver-
sion 
 

5. Because of Creator's love, He 
a) raised us from the dead with Jesus 2:5 
 "God may be said to re-enact the death and resurrection of Christ within the 
baptism of each believer. God, the chief actor in the [Good Friday-Easter] drama of 
Christ through which death gave way to life, takes the one baptized through the same 
sacred drama." Holladay, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 1993, 
157. 

 
b) gave us a seat in heaven right now 2:6 
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b) with God’s people v. 13 
 “Not that the ethnic, cultural and linguistic differences between people groups 
have been done away with, but these differences no longer divide the new people of 
God. The enmity between Jew and Gentile believers has been abolished in Christ.” 
Ewert, The Body of Christ, the church Heartbeat 2004,54-55 

 
c) though you were enemies –remember –Jesus died for this! v. 14-16 
 “Christ did away with the hostility between Jews and Gentiles. In verse 16 
Paul adds another important dimension to the reconciling work of Christ, namely ,that 
both Jew and Gentile were reconciled to God. It was, in fact, because they were both 
reconciled to God, that they were reconciled to one another…. 

“What had contributed to the poisonous relationship between Jews and the 
rest of humanity was Jewish exclusiveness….And Gentiles often responded to this 
exclusiveness with bitter hatred.” Ewert 55 
 “The work of Jesus is to show all men that God is their friend and that, there-
fore, they must be friends with each other. Reconciliation with God involves and ne-
cessitates reconciliation with man. Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Galatians and  Ephe-
sians Welch 1976, 117. 
 

2. Live your community life 
a) members together, two groups who hated each other, now one 
body v. 15-16 
 “One of the key images of the church, particularly in Ephesians and Colos-
sians, is that of the ‘body of Christ.’ By reconciling Jews and Gentiles with God, they 
now form the new body of Christ, the church.”Ewert 57 
 

b) “citizens in God’s State” (Ewert 59) 2:19 
 

c) member of God’s family 2:19 
 “This new family is very diverse in race, color, language and customs, but it 
has the same faith.” Ewert 59 
 

d) “Stones in God’s Temple” (Ewert 60 2:20-22  
 “Paul…thinks of every church as the part of a great building and of every 
Christian as a stone built into the Church. Of the whole Church the corner stone is 
Christ; and the corner stone is what holds everything together.” Barclay, 119 
          “We should note that all of these terms are corporate. The church is not a col-
lection of individual ‘saints’, but the ‘saints’,…the household’.” Stevens, The Other 
Six Days Eerdmans 1999, 54. 

God raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with him in 
the heavenly realms - all because we are one with Christ Jesus. 2:6, New Living 
Translation 1996 
 "The newly attained status of the believer is depicted quite phenomenally as 
sitting enthroned with the risen Christ in the heavenly places." Holladay 157 
 

c) wants to use you as a showcase for His generosity 2:7  
And so God can always point to us as examples of the incredible wealth of his 
favor and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us through 
Christ Jesus 2;7, New Living Translation 
 

6. Just remember you didn't earn any of this 2:8-9  
 

7. But you have work to do! 2:10 
 "The point is this: When God saved people in this life, by working through 
his Spirit to bring them to faith and by leading them to follow Jesus in discipleship, 
prayer, holiness, hope, and love, such people are designed - it isn't too strong a word 
- to be a sign and foretaste of what God wants to do for the entire cosmos. What's 
more,... they are to be part of the means by which  God makes this happen in both 
the present and the future." Wright, Surprised by Hope HarperCollins 2008, 200. 
 

B. Your new life:  
 “If Ephesians 2:1-10 portrays human-kind as alienated from God, then 
chapter 2:11-22 focuses on our alienation from one another. And just as God’s 
grace is seen in brighter colors against the background of our separation from God, 
Paul will now show us how God in his grace has brought a divided humanity to-
gether in Christ and created one new family of God, the church.” Ewert, 48 
 

1. Live your reconciled life 
a) with direct access to God v. 11-13, 18 
 “The Gentiles had no promises of a coming Messiah who would inaugurate 
the new age of salvation. The Jews did…. 
 “They were without the commonwealth. ‘Separated from the common-
wealth of Israel. [v. 12]. They did not have the privileges that citizenship gives to 
people…. 
 “They were without the covenants of promise. The plural ’covenants’ is 
used, perhaps, because the covenant promises were passed on from Abraham to 
Isaac, and then to Jacob. And the covenant which God made with Israel at Sinai…
[and] the covenant God made later with David. All these covenants had wonderful 
promises. Of course, these promises had a condition attached to them: if you will 
obey me.” Ewert 51 “…in his heart the Gentile knew only despair.” Barclay 110 
 “There were…Gentiles living in the holy land at the time of Jesus, but they 
were ‘far off’ socially, morally and spiritually. 
 “By contrast, Israel was said to be close to God (Ps 148:14). When a Gen-
tile was accepted into a synagogue, he was said to be brought near to God…But 
now through the blood of Christ, Gentiles have been brought near.” Ewert 53 
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