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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, July 15, 2018 
 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                      Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                   

Global Focus                      Simonhouse Bible Camp                   

Scripture Reading                            Psalm 113                          

Message       “Nothing too Great for Him, No-one too Small”     Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                         

 

You are invited to enjoy snacks and visiting                  

on the front lawn of the church  

immediately following this morning’s service 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care during the message for children ages 1-3 in basement room 
 Workers today: Piche, Koslowsky    Next week: Neufeld, Melissa 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Praise the L-./, you his servants; praise the name of the L-./. 
 
Let the name of the L-./ be praised, both now and forevermore. 

 
From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 

    the name of the L-./ is to be praised.“ 
Psalm 113:1-3 
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*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

Today at Crossroads 



At Crossroads-Summer in the Psalms with Steve Bell and Jamie Howison 
  Steve Bell is a well-known Winnipeg Christian singer/songwriter. Jamie 
Howison is Steve’s pastor at St. Benedict’s Table. In 2015 they collaborated in I 
Will Not Be Shaken:  A Songwriter’s Journey Through the Psalms. It consists of 
a collection of the songs Steve has written that are based on a Biblical Psalm in 
the order in which he wrote those songs, a commentary by Jamie on each 
Psalm, and a note from Steve about the story behind the song. This book and 
CD are in our library. 
 Each Sunday we’ll listen to a reading of the Psalm, and we’ll listen to 
Steve singing the Psalm. And then we’ll hear a reflection on that Psalm which 
draws on Steve Bell’s and Jamie Howison’s writing. 
 
This Wednesday, July 18—Crossroads Reusable Produce Bag Workshop 
at the church from 7:00-9:00pm. Come to Crossroads to make a reusable pro-
duce bag or two! If you can sew a straight line, you can make one of these 
bags. If you don't have a sewing machine, there will be a few extra machines 
available. If you don't sew, come anyway to help cut bags or just be part of the 
conversation. Materials will be provided.  
 
There are still many Sunday Snacks needed! Every summer we look forward 
to the snacks after the Sunday morning services. The Snack Sign-up Sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.  
 
Thank you to Crossroads for the donation to Mennonite Central Committee’s 
work in relief in DR Congo, Syria and Iraq 
 
Crossroads has fostered friendship with Catherine Place for many past 
years through Christmas caroling there, some residents attending our church, 
etc. Justin,director at Catherine Place phoned Crossroads and is hoping that 
several people from Crossroads can help them out for the next two weeks. 
Catherine Place is having their elevators out of service for the next 2 weeks. 
This means that many of their residents are not able to climb stairs to other 
floors, so they are confined to their own floor. Therefore, they have an immedi-
ate need for tenant companionship - someone who could come and spend 
about half an hour visiting a resident (or 2 or 3 residents!). If you can spare a 
few hours in the next 2 weeks, please contact Justin Dupuis at 204-229-0701. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossroads Information  
Crossroads music teams are looking for new members! If you feel like you 
have a gifting in this area or would like to learn, please contact Karla, Erin or 
Elise  
 
Our 2019 church retreat speaker is Paul Kroeker, one of the leaders of C2C, 
our Mennonite Brethren church planting arm. He will speak based on his book In 
the Way of Jesus. While we have this book in our library, you may wish your 
own copy so you can read it in advance of his time with us in May 2019. If you 
give Karis $20, she’ll get a book for you directly from Paul. Or if you wish, you 
can buy it on Amazon. 
 
The Canadian Conference of MB Churches invites applications for the po-
sition of executive assistant. The executive assistant is a full-time position that 
provides administrative support to the national director, Elton DaSilva. Included 
in this is administrative support to the CCMBC Executive Board and the Board of 
Faith and Life. All interested applicants should provide a cover letter and re-
sume by email to Elton DaSilva at communications@mbchurches.ca. Appli-
cations will be reviewed as received until a qualified applicant is found. Full the 
job posting at jobs.mbherald.com. 
. 
MCC Canada welcomes applications for Executive Assistant to the Associ-
ate Director of Programs, term position based in Winnipeg. Applications are 
accepted until July 13. For more information and to apply, please visit mcccana-
da.ca/executive-assistant-programs 
 
UGM Faith Learning Centre is looking to hire an Adult Ed Teacher for Math 
and Science.  It is a .6 FTE position starting in Fall. See www.gospelmission.ca 
under employment opportunities. If interested, please print our Missionary Appli-
cation Form from our website, submit the reference forms to your references, 
and submit your application with resume to: faithlearningcen-
tre@gospelmission.ca, attention: Principal Nelson Gonzalez. 
 
LIVING BIBLE EXPLORERS, An inner city children, youth and family minis-
try, is searching for ministry minded individuals to serve in Winnipeg’s inner city: 
Full Time Positions; Bookkeeper, Food Services Manager, In-city Program 
Directors, Wilderness Program Director, Volunteer Care Coordinator 
Summer Positions; Camp Cook/Assistants, Cabin Leaders, Mountain Bike In-
structor, Lifeguard, Camp Maintenance 
Volunteers; Cabin Leaders, Female Wilderness Leaders, Individuals and 
groups to prepare main course and desserts for camp and in-city pro-
grams.  Ingredients provided. 
Call or email Living Bible Explorers for posting information: 
204-786-8667 / office@livingbibleexplorers.com 



 "The answer given to 'Who is like Yahweh?' comes, however, as unexpected 
in its context. Yahweh is the one who reverses the fate of the unfortunate, who trans-
forms the status of those whom society judges as failures. Yahweh is not an uncon-
cerned transcendent Deity but the caretaker of the dispossessed and the unpossessing. 
The heavenly Lord is involved in earthly human existence.... 
 "The dust and the ash heap refer to the city garbage dump, where the dispos-
sessed and unpossessing as well as the sick and leprous (see Lam. 4:5; Job 2:8; Lev. 
13:45-46) made their domicile, grubbed for survival, begged for a handout and got 
food and clothing from family and friends if they had any....[Someone] living under 
such conditions in ancient times would have been without social standing and without 
self-respect and confidence.... 
 "The ones suffering deprivation and ostracism are made to sit with the nobles/
princes, that is, with the rich and the powerful. To 'sit with' implies acceptance by 
others and self-assurance by the new participant." Hayes 504 
”…the wife who has no status because she is barren is made the joyous mother of 
children.” Mays 362   
 

4. What this looks like: Mary Magdalene 
Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women 
who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from 
whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of 
Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to 
support them out of their own means. Luke 8:1-3 
 “Josephus (Antiquities, 4:8: 15-219) says, ‘From women let not evidence be 
accepted, because of the levity and temerity of their sex’ (cf. Mishna, Rosh Hashana, 
1:8).” Talbert, Reading Luke Crossroad 1986, 228 “It is interesting to note how the 
evangelist frequently sets women alongside men in various ministries.…the Galilean 
women alongside the Galilean men as guarantors of the facts of Jesus’ career….The 
women of Luke 8:3 ‘serve’…just as the men in Acts 6:2 ‘serve…tables. In this matter 
Luke manifests continuity with early Christianity generally.” Talbert 91. 
 “The body of Christ now must recognize the usefulness of medications, deliv-
erance and emotional healing as a combined treatment for all believers who struggle 
with their emotions.” Mullen, Emotionally Free, 2nd ed., Essence, 2017, 23 
Jesus said, ‘…Go…to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary went to the disciples with the 
news, ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to 
her. John 20:17-18 
 “Mary Magdalene…was specifically given the first apostolic charge by Jesus 
himself to announce the news of his resurrection….Applying the teachngs that Jesus 
showed her, [Mary] did her inner work and emerged through the eye of the needle 
into singleness. If Jesus shows us what the completed human being looks like in male 
form, she models it for us in its female version….” Bourgeault in “Gender and Sexu-
ality, Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation, April 25, 2018, https://cac.org/mary-
magdalene-2018-04-25/ 
 “To put one’s name first seems to be [Luke’s] way of indicating who has the 
leadership role. If so, then this detail fits into the general Lukan emphasis on women 
and their ministries (see Luke 8:1-3; 10:38-42; 23:49, 55-56;24:1-11, 22-23; Acts 
1:14; 9:36-43; 12:12-17; 16:14-15; 17:4, 12, 34, etc.).” Talbert, Knox Preaching 
Guides: Acts John Knox 1984 p. 79 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

 "Nothing too Great for Him, No-one too Small*" 
Psalm 113 

 
Steve Bell's story behind the song: 
“This song came at a time when Nanci and I went through a string of tragedies over a 
period of several weeks – a deluge of unrelated crises that seemed like they’d never 
stop. At a time when you’d think a reminder of how God was ‘near and dear’ would be 
important, my consolation came from a psalm that reminded me that God was ‘high 
above the fray.’ Somehow, I found that to be very comforting.” Howison & Bell, I Will 
Not Be Shaken Signpost 2015, 92. *Kidner, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: 
Psalm 73-150 Inter-Varsity 1975, 401 
 "(1) [Psalm 113]...was employed...during the Passover festival; thus the image-
ry of the psalm came to be associated with the events of the Exodus, which was com-
memorated in the Passover ritual. (2) The psalm has many similarities to the Song of 
Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1-10... (3) The psalm shares in a common biblical motif, which 
might be called the 'reversal of fate' or the 'from rags to riches' sentiment." Hayes, 
Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 1993, 503  
  

1. God must be praised everywhere and in every time v. 1-3 
 "The divine name was not regarded in Israel as magically potent (as in some 
heathen systems) but as a token of God's self-revelation and His readiness to be in-
voked...With the priestly blessing of Numbers 6:24ff. God let His name be 'put...upon 
the people of Israel', as if marking them as His possession....And to this idea was added 
that of their acting on His behalf, which is the thought of [Psalm 20:5] and of Asa's 
avowal 'We rest on thee, and in thy name we go' (2 Chronicles 14:11 AV). All these 
aspects are carried over into the New Testament: e.g. John 14:14; 17:6; Acts 3:6; Reve-
lation 3:12." Kidner, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Psalm 1-72 Inter-Varsity 
1973, 101 “…for some implications of the word ‘name’…see also Exodus 34:5-7.” 
Kidner, Psalm 73-150, 401. 
 “The summons contains elements of a theology of praise. First, it is the serv-
ants of the LORD who are to praise. “Servants of the LORD’ are those who have been 
claimed by his choice of them and who respond by calling the LORD ‘our God.’ Sec-
ond, the…god who cannot be comprehended in space or seen by human eye is gracious-
ly available in the name that bears his identity and all that goes with it…Third,… [e]ach 
act of praise must be understood as participation in a universal and everlasting activity.” 
Mays, Interpretation: Psalms John Knox 1994, 361. 
 

2. God is greater than all nations, greater than the universe itself! v. 4
-6 
Who is like Yahweh our God?-enthroned so high, he needs to stoop to see the sky 
and earth! v. 5-6, Jerusalem Bible "The psalm...speaks about God in contrasting ways. 
I the question (vv. 5-6), God is highly exalted; God sits above and looks far down upon 
earth and even far down upon the heavens. If such a transcendent God must squint to 
see the earth, then surely the course of events and the status of individual persons must 
be beyond divine purview." Hayes 503-4 
 

3. God sees and honours those human society has rejected 
He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the garbage dump. 
He sets them among…the princes of his own people! 
He gives the childless woman a family, making her a happy mother. 113:7-9, New 
Living Tr. 

Message Outline 



 5. Therefore  
a) Find your identity first of all in God 
 "...we occasionally manage to grasp that our citizenship is in the kingdom 
of heaven; that 'the nations' have been given relative status in the eyes of God; and 
that 'the nations' are in fact inevitably caught up in 'the fray.' But do we believe 
this?...I am a Canadian of Scottish ancestry, and can be...proud of it. However, 
when I take the scripture in its disarming fullness, I have to grapple with the truth of 
my citizenship in the kingdom of God and my status as a Gentile grafted on to the 
root that is Israel....All other identity- national, ethnic, racial - is just a part of the 
fray." Howison 91  
 

b) If your life feels hopeless, turn to God 
"The original psalm includes on direct reference to a 'weary doubter,' yet the psalm-
ist's assumption is that many who sing the psalm are likely to be coming with weari-
ness and doubt. Whatever our own particular poverty or barrenness, if we are at all 
honest about ourselves, we will know that we are among the 'needy.' What is it this 
week? Overworked, or over-worried, or overwhelmed? As a parent or partner or 
pastor or person?" Howison 90 “Verses 7 and 8 anticipate the great downward and 
upward sweep of the gospel, which was to go even deeper and higher than the dust 
and the throne of princes: from the grave to the throne of God (Eph. 2:5f.).” Kidner, 
Psalm 73-150 402 

 
c) God's people similarly honour the people that God honours 
 "...these are not forgotten people, and they are not judged for their poverty 
or barrenness. This psalm is remarkably free of any moralizing that tries to assign 
blame to the poor or the childless for their current states. Instead, these people are 
recognized as people in need, and their liberation is proclaimed as a matter of God's 
work...and by extension, the work of God's people." Howison 90 
 "...we dare to imagine the poor sitting with princes...." Howison 91 
 “The sovereign of the universe interfering in and setting right the societies 
and families of human beings – that is, says the psalm, the incomparability of the 
LORD.” Mays 362 
 “It is here that God’s glory most sharply differs from mans: a glory that is 
equally at home ‘above the heavens’ (4) and at the side of one forlorn person.” Kid-
ner, Psalm 73-150, 402 
Pray for the Persecuted Church – Voice of the Martyrs http://vomcanada.com/
pnpord.html 
Advocate for the powerless -  Amnesty International http://www.amnesty.ca/get-
involved 
Give – orphans – Mercy Home, Kinshasa, Congo (MB Mission, project C0311) 
MCC – monthly newsletter https://mcccanada.ca/ 

MB Mission- good news that Jesus is alive and calls all to follow Him - http://
www.mbmission.org/ 

Message Outline Continued 


