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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 
 

 
 
Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s feature                                                                          

Scripture Reading                 Romans 14:1-15:7                         

Message                        “Agreeing and Disagreeing”                   Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                                            

 
 
 
 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care during the message in the basement for children ages 1-3. 
      
Sunday School Classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
1. Discussion on the message in the office class beside sanctuary. 
2. Baptism/Membership class in the basement classroom. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the  
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had,  

so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father  
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then,  

just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”  
Romans 15:5-6 
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Today at Crossroads 



Trustee on duty today: Stefan        Next Sunday: Dan  
 
Thursday, October 18—Quilting for MCC Small Group from 10:00am to 12 
noon in the church basement. No skill required! Just come and visit, cut squares 
or sew. 
 
Are you interested in helping make the coffee and tea at church on Sunday 
mornings for one month in about every 3 month rotation? Contact Karen, Jeany or 
Karis.  
 
You are welcome to use the children’s coloring and activity sheets/crayons 
found in the shelf under the mailboxes. 
 
Crossroads Spring Sunday School offering was directed to Simonhouse Bible 
Camp. Please see their letter to Crossroads on the bulletin board! 
 
Imagine if all churches could be strengthened across Canada, ours includ-
ed. Our congregation has partnered with the Flourishing Congregations Institute 
to be part of this transformation, and we would like your help! We hope for 50% or 
more of our adult attenders to fill out the 20 minute survey. With strong survey 
involvement, we will access data unique to our congregation/parish.  
Fill out the survey in the next month and be entered into a draw for one of five $50 
Amazon gift cards. To learn more about the survey, the larger project, and many 
of the anticipated benefits to arise, visit www.flourishingcongregations.org/national
-survey. Thanks, in advance, for completing this survey!  Contact Karla. 
 
Eastman Male Choir and ‘Elvis’ are presenting this concert for the benefit of Eden 
Foundation and the programs that Eden Health Care Services offer in Winnipeg 
as well as across the Southern Health Region.  Eastman Male Choir will be taking 
a part of the program on their own and the Elvis tribute artist, Corny Rempel will 
be singing some of the Gospel Songs that were part of Elvis’ repertoire, with the 
Eastman Male Choir as accompaniment. This ‘Harmony for Hope’ concert is 
on Sunday October 28

th
at 7 pm at Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church, 926 

Garfield Street in Winnipeg.  (Lots of parking available two blocks west at 
the Cindy Klassen Recreation Complex.) 

Crossroads Information 

 
Prospective students, check out the CMU Open House on Friday, Oct. 19. 
Drop in from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Tour the campus, meet faculty, attend a 
class or chapel, and interact with current students. Discover what it might 
mean for you to be part of the difference at CMU. See cmu.ca/openhouse. 
 
J. J. Thiessen Lectures Tuesday, October 16, 7:30 pm; and Wednesday, 
Oct 17 11:00 am and 7:30 PM in the CMU Chapel. Dr. John D. Witvliet, dis-
tinguished scholar from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship in Grand 
Rapids, MI will speak on Violence, Injustice, Trauma, and the Ordinary Prac-
tices of Christian Worship in a Social Media Age. Amidst a steady stream of 
terrible news in our world, Christians wake up on Sunday mornings and par-
ticipate in public worship services that have to do with ultimate matters of 
God, creation, faith, life, death, salvation, and hope. What wisdom can we 
share with each other about shaping public worship as we seek to live out 
our calling as Christ's body in our world? See cmu.ca/jjt. 
 
The CMU Men’s Chorus under the direction of Matt Pauls will perform on 
the program at “Singin’ in the Grain”, a fundraising concert for Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank on Saturday, Oct. 27 at 7:00 PM at Springfield Heights 
Mennonite Church. See cmu.ca/events.  
 
MDS Canada is seeking a part-time Accounting Bookkeeper for the period 
of one year, starting mid-November 2018. Resumes may be sent to 
jobsca@mds.mennonite.net. Review of resumes begins immediately. Re-
cruitment continues until the position is filled. See the full job description 
at https://mds.mennonite.net/who-we-are/employment/term-accounting-
bookkeeper/  



2. What do I do when a Jesus follower thinks or acts differently 
than I do with respect to something Jesus has not forbidden or 
commanded? 
a) Accept them as Jesus accepted you. Jesus accepted them too 
14:1-3; 15:7 
 “[Paul] calls first of all (v. 3-4) for a genuine recognition and acceptance of 
the other’s status as a Christian….’[T]he weak’ are traditionalists precisely because 
they…cannot conceive of their faith without…these traditions….For the more tradi-
tional Christian, the more liberal Christian is not actually a Christian….Paul’s re-
sponse is to challenge…the traditionalists to recognize that Christianity is larger than 
their definition of it, to recognize that God accepts people whose views and practices  
they think are unacceptable.” Dunn 813 
 

b) Don’t quarrel about the point where you disagree 14:1 
 “Paul’s counsel was clear. The more liberally minded should not take ad-
vantage of their…majority numbers…[and] pressure them to accept the will of the 
majority….[They should use their] liberty to be less liberal.” Dunn, 812-13 

 
c) Each of you sincerely follow your own convictions 14:4-9 
 “Each should weigh such issues before God and reach her or his own judg-
ment, even if it meant…differing quite fundamentally with the other. Here clearly 
implied is Paul’s firm recognition that Christians will disagree with one another on 
important issues, and yet each can be convinced of the rightness of his or her posi-
tion. They can disagree, and both be right (that is, accepted by God). It was not nec-
essary for one to be wrong for the other to be right. The richness of Christian truth 
and its expression could allow a range of views and lifestyles and all be legitimate, 
strongly held in good faith.” Dunn 814 

 
3. That doesn’t mean that anything goes 
a) Keep the Gospel clearly in mind 14:9, 15, 17, 20; 15:3, 5, 7 
 
b) Sin is still sin – and you may not sin as an expression of faith 
1:18-32; 6:1-3 
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravi-
ty. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice….Shall we go on sin-
ning that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in 
it any longer? 1:29; 6:1-2 
[Jesus] went on: ‘What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from 
within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come-sexual immorality, theft, 
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and 
folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person.’ Mark 7:20-22 See also 
Matthew 18:15-20;  1 Corinthians 5 
 

c) One day you’ll explain your actions to God 14:10-12 
 “And one of the things each will have to give account of is precisely such 
condemnatory or slighting attitudes to those whom God had already accepted.” Dunn 
814-15 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

Agreeing and Disagreeing 
Romans 14:1-15:7 

 “[T]he issues of dietary traditions and special feast days…were two of 
the most sensitive issues which could confront this still essentially Jewish 
movement as it began to develop its own distinctive character and identi-
ty….How…could they remain part of the …assembly of God if they abandoned 
these very hallmarks?...{T]he congregations in Rome…[faced] the danger of a 
split which could have Jewish believers so alarmed by the abandonment of the 
old yardsticks of covenant loyalty that they lost their faith in Christ….The ad-
vice Paul gives…is of relevance wherever concerns to maintain old traditions 
come into conflict with concerns for a less traditional expression of the gospel.” 
Dunn, Word Biblical Commentary: Romans, Vol. 2 Word 1998, 810-12. 
 “Not only was the flesh of certain animals absolutely prohibited; the 
blood of all animals was absolutely prohibited, and ‘clean’ animals slaughtered 
for food had to be killed in such a way that their blood was completely drained 
away. Since one could never be sure that meat eaten by non-Jews was free from 
every suspicion of illegality in one respect or another, it was impossible for an 
orthodox Jew to share a meal with a Gentile.” Bruce, Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries: Romans Eerdmans 1963, 247 

“. If each Christian had kept his convictions to himself, there would 
have been no problem, but they began to criticize and judge one another. The 
one group was sure the other group was not at all spiritual.” Wiersbe, Be Right 
Victor 1982, 151. 
 

1. Jesus’ teaching on these issues: 
a) Special Diets - abolished 
  ‘Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can de-
file them? For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then 
out of the body.’ (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.) Mark 7:18-
19 
 

b) Special Days – a gift, not a restriction 
 “The commandment to observe the Sabbath day has a[n] economic fo-
cus, to relieve the people of the unrelenting labor usually required in service of 
the gods of ancient Near Eastern civilizations.” Horsley, Covenant Economics 
Westminster John Knox 2009, 25 
 “The plucking of heads of grain was not a matter of petty legalism for 
the Pharisees. It was momentous, because Sabbath observance lay at the heart of 
their identity as faithful Jews.” Cousar, Texts for Preaching: Year B Westmin-
ster John Knox 1993, 371. 
Then [Jesus] said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.’ Mark 2:27-8 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
These are a shadow of the things that were to come, the reality, however, is 
found in Christ. Colossians 2:16-17, also Gal. 4:10-11 
 

 

Message Outline 



 4. How do we move forward? 
a) Modify your behaviour to keep someone else from stum-
bling, remembering that Jesus gave up His life for you 14:13-
15:3 
Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 
For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: ‘The insults of 
those who insult you have fallen on me.’ 15:3 

 
b) Work to understand each other and help each other grow, 
studying the Scriptures together 14:19; 15:2 
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. 14:19 
“Both the strong believer and the weak believer need to grow. The strong be-
liever needs to grow in love; the weak believer needs to grow in knowledge. So 
long as a brother is weak in the faith, we must lovingly deal with him in his im-
maturity. But if we really love him, we will help him to grow. It is wrong for a 
Christian to remain immature, having a weak conscience.” Wiersbe 159 
Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 
15:2 
 “Paul evidently does not expect the strong to please the weak in an un-
discriminating way. What counts is not merely what the conservatives say will 
please them, but what is for the good and benefit of the community as a whole. 
Once again Paul implies that there is a giving way to the conservative which 
could be bad and would not benefit the church. Love of neighbor needs to be 
more discriminating than that.” Dunn 842 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement 
they provide we might have hope. 15:4 
 “The Christian fellowship should be marked by the study of scripture; 
and from that study of scripture the Christian draws encouragement. Scripture, 
from this point of view, provides us with two things, (a)It gives us the record of 
God’s dealing with a nation, a record which is the demonstration that it is al-
ways better to be right with God and to suffer, than to be wrong with men and to 
avoid trouble. The history of Israel is the demonstration in the events of history 
that ultimately it is well with good and evil with the wicked. Scripture demon-
strates, not that God’s way is ever an easy way, but in the end it is the only way 
to everything that makes life worth while in time and in eternity. (b) It gives us 
the great and precious promises of God.” Barclay 195-6 
 
 

Message Outline Continued 


