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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday, October 28, 2018 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                      

Story                               “An Unexpected Harvest”      

Scripture Reading      Genesis 12:10-20; Romans 15                    

Message                   “The Big Picture: Finding Hope”                 Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                   

 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care during the message in the basement for children ages 1-3. 
  
Sunday School Classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
            
Adult Classes: 
1. Discussion on the message in the office beside sanctuary stage 
2. Baptism/Membership Class in the basement room at end. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,  
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Romans 15:13 
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Today at Crossroads 



Tuesday, October 30—Vision Board Meeting at the church at 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday, November 1—Quilting for MCC Small Group from 10:00am to 12 
noon in the church basement. No skill required! Just come and visit, cut 
squares or sew. 
 
Next Sunday, November 4—You are welcome to Crossroads Sunday morning 
worship service at 9:45am followed by Sunday School classes at 11:15am. 
Next Sunday, we welcome food offering donations of non-perishable food 
items for people in need in our community. 
 
Upcoming missionary reports: 
November 25—Cory and Masami Giesbrecht, MB Missionaries in Japan 
whom we support, report in the morning worship service and in Adult Sunday 
School 
December 2—Sandra Plett and Jen Schmidt, MB Missionaries in Mexico 
whom we support, report in the morning worship service and in Adult Sunday 
School 
 
Union Gospel Mission is looking to hire a Case Manager at the Charis 
Centre. This position would review applications and complete intakes for wom-
en entering the addiction program. For a further list of responsibilities and quali-
fications, click on Charis Centre Case Manager. For more information, contact 
Loriann Tulk at loriann.tulk@gospelmission.ca or 204-943-9904 ext. 507.  
 
Speaking Our Peace –  A conversation highlighting young Jewish and Pales-
tinian Christian voices will take place at Grace Mennonite Church in Steinbach 
at 7 pm this evening. Join Sahar Vardi and Tarek Al Zoughbi as they share per-
sonal experiences and discuss how they are working towards a just peace in 
Israel and Palestine.  
 
Face2Face: Whose Neighbor Am I? Newcomers in Canada. Wed. Nov. 7, 
7:00 PM in Marpeck Commons. Ours is a world in which millions of people flee 
danger and seek the possibility of new beginnings in lands and cultures foreign 
to their upbringing. Join this conversation with newcomers to Canada from Syr-
ia, Colombia, Burundi, Iraq, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Grow in 
your awareness and understanding and open new relational connections.  See 
cmu.ca/events. 
 
Internationally renowned pianist Jane Coop will present a recital “Piano Gi-
ants: Music of Beethoven & Rachmaninov” at CMU on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 
7:30 PM at the Laudamus Auditorium. The concert will feature CMU’s newly 
donated Bosendorfer Imperial Grand Piano. Tickets $25, $22 Seniors and $10 
Students. Call 204-487-4300 or e mail info@cmu.ca or see cmu.ca/events. 

Crossroads Information Mennonite Disaster Service—Hurricane Update—In the days following the 
arrival of MDS volunteers in North Carolina to help clean up after Hurricane 
Florence, we received the following note from Anita Jo Shifflett, daughter of a 
homeowner Mary Shifflett: 
  
"After the rains, we finally saw the rainbow God promises today. Dressed in 
plain black pants, bright colored shirts and straw hats carefully held in hand, 
they were as humble and kind and as beautiful as any rose I have ever seen. 
Yes, God delivered a rainbow of workers His Word had trained to work and 
help one another since birth. My 83 year old mother and my sisters and I 
stood in amazement as they, Lawrence and Jacob, the elder workmen told us, 
"We got this..." 
  
They attached their well-worn work belts made of leather around their waists 
and started loving on the 115 plus year old home place of my granddaddy. 
Out went the remnants of the flood waters and in went the love of their broth-
erhood." 
  
MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Communications Associate 
based in Winnipeg. Applications are accepted until November 2. For more 
information and to apply, visit mccmb.ca/communications-associate. For addi-
tional communication position openings with MCC Canada, vis-
it mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings 
  
Learning Tour: Health and mental health in Haiti – Join us in April 2019 for 
a week-long opportunity to see MCC’s work in action in Haiti. This tour will 
have a special focus on health care, including responding to the cholera epi-
demic, trauma healing and MCC’s approach to disaster response. For more 
information visit mccmb.ca/haiti-health-learning-tour or contact Brad Reimer at 
204-261-6381. 
  
Strangers and Pilgrims. Thursday, November 8 at 7 pm, 159 Henderson 
Hwy, Winnipeg. Join author Kennert Giesbrecht with local and national MCC 
staff at Sam's Place to learn about how Mennonites are changing landscapes 
in Latin America. For more event information, visit mccmb.ca/strangers-and-
pilgrims 
 
Registration is now open for the Canadian School of Peacebuilding, 
June 10-14 and 17-21, 2019. Go to csop.cmu.ca or e-mail csop@cmu.ca for 
more information and to apply for your choice of five-day courses on topics 
such as Indigenous perspectives on peace and justice, peace skills, alterna-
tive approaches to monitoring and evaluation, music and peacebuilding, hu-
man-centred design, theology of struggle, trauma and resilience, and nonvio-
lent activism and resistance. 
 
lm | MHC Gallery presents "Urban Eclipse: Rising Tides of Kekekoziibii 
(Shoal Lake)” at CMU’s Laudamus Auditorium on Nov. 2 at 7:30 PM. This 
documentary, three years in the making, is the account of the Shoal Lake wa-
ter story, as told by Indigenous documentary filmmakers. See cmu.ca/events. 
 



2. Jesus focused on one nation because God works through a com-
munity – it’s not about individuals through whom He works 15:8. 
See Mt. 15:21-28; 8:5-13 
Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, moreover, that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 15:8 “Jesus…came first of all to 
minister to the Jews, that through Israel He might be able to minister to the Gen-
tiles….In the Old Testament period, God chose Israel to be a minister to the Gentiles; 
but instead, Israel copied the idolatrous ways of the Gentiles and had to be chas-
tened.” Wiersbe, Be Right Victor 1982, 165, 166 
 

As you see how God through Jesus kept the promises to Abraham, 
find even more reasons for hope, joy and peace 15:9-13 
So I pray that God, who gives you hope, will keep you happy and full of peace as 
you believe in him. May you overflow with hope through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 15:13 NLT 1996  
 “The great words of the Christian faith flash out one after another. 
 {i) There is hope….There is something in Christian hope that not all the 
shadows can quench – and that something is the conviction that God is alive. No man 
is hopeless so long as there is the grace of Jesus Christ; and no situation is hopeless 
so long as there is the power of God. 
 (ii) There is joy. There is all the difference in the world between pleasure and 
joy….Christian joy is not dependent on things outside a man; its source is in our con-
sciousness of the presence of the living Lord, the certainty that nothing can separate 
us from the love of God in him…. 
 “(iii) There is peace….Things will happen that we cannot understand, but if 
we are sure enough of God’s love, we can accept with serenity even those things 
which wound the heart and baffle the mind…. 
 “(iv) There is power….It is not that we do not know the right thing; the trou-
ble is the doing it….Only when the surge of Christ’s power fills our weakness can we 
master life as we ought. By ourselves we can do nothing; but with God all things are 
possible.” Barclay 198-200 
 

3. God wants to lead people to follow Him through how you live 
and what you say 15:18-19 
So it is right for me to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through 
me in my service to God. I dare not boast of anything else. I have brought the 
Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I lived before them. 15:18, New 
Living Translation 1996 
 

4. Jesus followers owe a debt to those through whom the faith 
came to them 15:23-29  “Anti-Semitism has no place in the life of a dedicated 
Christian.” Wiersbe 170 
 “Paul envisaged [the gift] as a means of cementing the fellowship that ought 
to be maintained between Jerusalem and the gentile churches.” Bruce 263 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

The Big Picture – Finding Hope 
Romans 15 

 
1. God’s vision is of a diverse family under His care 15:1-12 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they 
provide we might have hope. 15:4 
 

a) God promised 
 
i) to protect Abraham Genesis 12:3 
 
ii) to do good to all nations of the world through Abraham 12:3 
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
And all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. Genesis 12:3 
 

b) God kept the promise repeatedly in the Old Testament 12:10-
20 
But the LORD inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because 
of Abram’s wife Sarai. So Pharaoh summoned Abram. ‘What have you done to 
me?’ he said. ‘Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? Why did you say, 
‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. 
Take her and go!’ Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and 
they sent him on his way, with his wife and everything he had. Genesis 12:17-20 
“In nearly every episode which follows [God’s promise in Genesis 12:1-3], the 
promise of a ‘numerous seed,’ blessing to all families of the earth,’ or the ‘gift of 
the land’ is placed in jeopardy by the actions of the characters of the narrative….In 
face of such a threat, however,…God always remains faithful to his word and he 
himself enters the arena and safeguards the promise….human failure cannot stand in 
the way of God’s promise.” Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative Zondervan 
1992, 141 
 “Pharaoh implicitly acknowledges that God is protecting Abram (cf. 12:3), 
and he therefore takes no revenge on him…. 
 “…the Pharaoh is shown to be highly respectful of Abram and his God and 
indeed to speak and act like God (cf. Gen. 3). All three wife-sister stories in Genesis 
(chaps. 12, 20, 26) have in common that the foreign monarch is more concerned 
about morality than is the patriarch. Whereas Abram showed no faith in God, the 
Pharaoh did.” Wenham, Word Biblical Commentary: Genesis 1-15 Word 1987, 290, 
291 

 
c) As you look at God’s actions in the OT, find hope for the im-
possible situations you face Romans 15:4 
 “The…Old Testament Scriptures…provide ample evidence of God’s 
[faithfulness], especially when they are read in the light of Christ’s fulfilment of 
them; therefore their readers are encouraged to place their trust in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him.” Bruce, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Romans Eerd-
mans1977, 255 

Message Outline 



5. Prayer for one another is one way of entering into one an-
other’s struggles  
I urge you, brothers and sisters by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of 
the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. Pray that I 
may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution I 
take to Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s people there, so 
that I may come to you with joy, by God’s will, and in your company be 
refreshed15:30-32 
 “It is a great thing to go on knowing we are wrapped in the prayers of 
those who love us.” Barclay 206 

 
6. Surrender your plans and desires to God’s will 
 “…as far as we know Paul’s plans to go to Spain were never realized. 
We know for a certainty that when he went to Jerusalem he was arrested and 
spent the next four years in prison….” Barclay 206 
 

7. Then you can walk forward confidently into danger 
And now may God, who gives us his peace, be with you all. 15:33, NLT 1996 
 “When Paul went to Jerusalem he knew what he was doing and was 
well aware of the dangers that lay ahead. Just as his Master steadfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) so also did Paul. The highest courage is to 
know that something perilous awaits us and still to go on. That is the courage 
that Jesus showed; that is the courage that Paul showed; and that is the courage 
that all Christ’s followers must show. 

“It was the blessing of the God of peace that Paul sent to Rome and it 
was with the presence of the God of peace that he himself went to Jerusalem 
with all its threats. The man who has the peace of God in his heart can meet all 
life’s perils unafraid.” Barclay 206 
…he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, ‘The 
Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the 
owner of his belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ 
 When we heard this, we…pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusa-
lem. Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I 
am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus.’ Acts 21:11-13 
 
 

Message Outline Continued 


