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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 

 
Sunday, November 4, 2018 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                   

Scripture Reading                     Romans 16                  

Message          “Breaking Down Walls; Building Walls”               Marvin Dyck 

Communion 

Song of Response 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                

 
 
 
 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care during the message in the basement for children ages 1-3. 
  
Sunday School Classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
            
Adult Classes: 
1. Discussion on the message in the office beside sanctuary stage 
2. Baptism/Membership Class in the basement room at end. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration,  
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace.  

And the God of love and peace will be with you.”  
2 Corinthians 13:11 
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Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, November 8—Quilting for MCC Small Group from 10:00am to 12 
noon in the church basement. No skill required! Just come and visit, cut 
squares or sew. 
 
Next Sunday, November 11—You are welcome to Crossroads Sunday morn-
ing worship service at 9:45am. 
 
Upcoming missionary reports: 
November 25—Cory and Masami Giesbrecht, MB Missionaries in Japan 
whom we support, report in the morning worship service and in Adult Sunday 
School 
December 2—Sandra Plett and Jen Schmidt, MB Missionaries in Mexico 
whom we support, report in the morning worship service and in Adult Sunday 
School 
 
The first draft of the updated Crossroads directory is on the table by the 
mailboxes. If you are new to Crossroads and would like to be included in the 
directory and/or would like a mailbox, please write your information on the 
sheet. If your information is already in the directory, please confirm that it is 
correct and write in necessary changes. 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Because Christ-
mas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, our annual “Gifts for Jesus” Christmas Eve 
service will take place as part of the 9:45am Sunday morning service. A song? 
Poem? Story? Drama? Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the 
gift you want to give to Jesus in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
A recent communiqué received from MCC regarding Grow Hope 2018: 
Dear Friends, (that’s us – Crossroads Church) 
Thank you for partnering with us this past growing season to help end hunger 
and bring hope to people around the world. Together, your gifts of land have 
been multiplied to raise as much as $825,000 for food relief and long-term food 
security where it’s needed most. Your generosity will have an incredible 
reach!...2018 has been an exciting year for Grow Hope. We’re grateful for the 
addition of four new generous farmers; we’re thankful for a good harvest of 
six crops and the opportunity to celebrate the harvest with many of you at 
Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony (Grace and Ruth attended); and we’re in-
spired by the passion each of you has to help end hunger. Your multiplied 
gifts will make a tangible difference!  Ed Barkman for MCC 
 
 

Crossroads Information Face2Face: Whose Neighbor Am I? Newcomers in Canada. Wed. Nov. 7, 7:00 
PM in Marpeck Commons. Ours is a world in which millions of people flee danger 
and seek the possibility of new beginnings in lands and cultures foreign to their 
upbringing. Join this conversation with newcomers to Canada from Syria, Colom-
bia, Burundi, Iraq, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Grow in your aware-
ness and understanding and open new relational connections.  See cmu.ca/
events. 
  
MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Communications Associate based 
in Winnipeg. Applications are accepted until November 2. For more information 
and to apply, visit mccmb.ca/communications-associate. For additional communi-
cation position openings with MCC Canada, visit mcccanada.ca/get-involved/
serve/openings 
  
Learning Tour: Health and mental health in Haiti – Join us in April 2019 for a 
week-long opportunity to see MCC’s work in action in Haiti. This tour will have a 
special focus on health care, including responding to the cholera epidemic, trauma 
healing and MCC’s approach to disaster response. For more information visit 
mccmb.ca/haiti-health-learning-tour or contact Brad Reimer at 204-261-6381. 
  
Strangers and Pilgrims. Thursday, November 8 at 7 pm, 159 Henderson Hwy, 
Winnipeg. Join author Kennert Giesbrecht with local and national MCC staff at 
Sam's Place to learn about how Mennonites are changing landscapes in Latin 
America. For more event information, visit mccmb.ca/strangers-and-pilgrims 
 
Internationally renowned pianist Jane Coop will present a recital “Piano Giants: 
Music of Beethoven & Rachmaninov” at CMU on Wed., Nov. 14 at 7:30 PM at 
the Laudamus Auditorium. The concert will feature CMU’s newly donated Bosen-
dorfer Imperial Grand Piano. Tickets $25, $22 Seniors, and $10 Students. Call 
204-487-3300 or email info@cmu.ca or cmu.ca/events.  
 
Nov 15-17 – ‘A People of Diversity: Mennonites in Canada since 1970’, a con-
ference hosted by the Mennonite Studies at The U of Winnipeg. Sessions will take 
place in Convocation Hall, 2nd floor, Wesley Hall Building at U of W. Free admis-
sion. Register onsite. More info http://mennonitestudies.uwinnipeg.ca/events/ 
 
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale - MCC welcomes donations of baked goods for the 
Christmas Craft and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 24! If you're interested in 
donating your baking, please contact Sophia Bezoplenko at sophiabezoplen-
ko@mccmb.ca or call 204-261-6381. For more information on the Christmas Craft 
& Bake Sale, please visit mccmb.ca/Christmas-sale 
 
An exhibit by Janet Shaw-Russel entitled Crossroads will open at CMU’s 
MHC Gallery, 610 Shaftesbury Blvd., on Nov. 16 at 7:30 PM. See cmu.ca/events.  
 
We are looking for a Supervisor at the UGM Women's Charis Centre for a 
variety of shifts.  (Full time, Part Time, Casual-Days, Evenings, Overnights, and 
Weekends). This person would maintain safety in the building, administry drug & 
alcohol tests to residents, and be willing to facilitate devotions. For more infor-
mation: contact Loriann Tulk at loriann.tulk@gospelmission.ca or 204-943-9904 
ext. 507. 



 “Andronicus and Junias form an interesting pair, because it is most likely 
that Junias is a female name. That would mean that in the early Church a woman 
could be ranked as an apostle. The apostles in this sense were people whom the 
Church sent out to tell the story of Jesus at large.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Ro-
mans Welch 1975, 211-212 
Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their 
lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 
16:3-4 
 “When [in Acts 18] Luke inverts the order of the names of Aquila and 
Priscilla (vs. 2) to Priscilla and Aquila (Vss. 18, 26) it is as significant as the earlier 
inversion of Barnabas and Saul (13:2, 7) to Paul  and his company  (13:13) or Paul 
and Barnabas (13:43, 46, 50). To put one’s name first seems to be the Evangelist’s 
way of indicating who has the leadership role. If so, then this detail fits into the gen-
eral Lukan emphasis on women and their ministries (see Luke 8:1-3; 10:38-42; 
23:49, 55-56; 24:1-11, 22-23; Acts 1:14; 9:36-43; 12:12-17; 16:14-15; 17:4, 12, 34, 
etc.)” “In [Acts] 18:24-28 a woman teacher instructs a male preacher, showing that in 
the post-Pauline period 1 Tim 2:12 was not regarded as a guideline for all circum-
stances.” Talbert, Knox Preaching Guides: Acts John Knox 1984, 79, 81 See also 1 
Corinthians 14:34-35; Matthew 28:1-10; John 20:1-18; Galatians 3:28. 
Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man inde-
pendent of woman. For as woman came from man, so also man is born of wom-
an. But everything comes from God. 1 Corinthians 11:11-12 “[E]quality, not 
complementarity, is Paul’s subject: what he is doing here is taking the Genesis ac-
count of the Creation, which was the aboriginal Jewish locus classicus [standard – 
Webster’s] on the inequality of women, and turning it on its head by subtly remind-
ing his readers that even the Messiah needed a mother….[H]ere…we have the only 
clarion affirmation of sexual equality in the whole of the Bible – and the first one 
ever to be made in any of the many literatures of our planet….Paul insists (the first 
person in history to do so) on the essential equality of the sexes….” Cahill, Desire of 
the Everlasting Hills Doubleday 1999, 141-2 
  

c) Slaves can be leaders 
Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord 16:8 
 “Ampliatus…is a quite common slave name. Now in…the earliest of the 
Christian catacombs, there is a decorated tomb with the single name Ampliatus 
carved on it in bold and decorative lettering. The…single name Ampliatus…-Romans 
who were citizens would have three names….-would indicate that this Ampliatus 
was a slave, but the elaborate tomb and the bold lettering would indicate that he was 
a man of high rank in the Church. From that it is plain to see that in the early days of 
the Church the distinctions of rank were so completely wiped out that it was possible 
for a man at one and the same time to be a slave and a prince of the Church. Social 
distinctions did not exist. We have no means of knowing that Paul’s Ampliatus is the 
Ampliatus in the cemetery…, but it is not impossible that he is.” Barclay, Romans 
212 
 
 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

Breaking Down Walls; Building Walls 
Romans 16 

 
 “The letter, when completed, was evidently taken to its destination by 
Phoebe, a Christian lady who was…making a journey to that place.” Bruce, Tyndale 
New Testament Commentaries: Romans” Eerdmans 1977, 266. 
 

1. Lessons from a list of greetings: 
 
a) Jesus followers network and work in teams 
 “Paul greeted at least 26 people by name, as well as two unnamed saints; 
and he also greeted several churches that were meeting in homes. He closed with 
greetings from nine believers who were with him in Corinth when he wrote the let-
ter. What is the significance of this? It shows that Paul was a friend-maker as well 
as a soul-winner. He did not try to live an isolated life; he had friends in the Lord, 
and he appreciated them. They were a help to him personally and to his ministry. In 
my own reading of Christian biography, I have discovered that the servants whom 
God has used the mos 
t were people who could make friends. They multiplied themselves in the lives of 
their friends and associates in the ministry. While there may be a place for the se-
cluded saint who lives alone with God, it is my conviction that most of us need each 
other. We are sheep, and sheep flock together.” Wiersbe, Be Right Victor 1982 171-
2 
 

b) Women had leadership roles in the church 
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon of the church in Cenchre-
ae. Welcome her in the Lord as one who is worthy of honor among God’s peo-
ple Help her in whatever she needs, for she has been helpful to many, and espe-
cially to me. 16:1, New Living Translation 
Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. 
They are outstanding among the apostles…. 16:7 

“In Jewish law a woman was not a person, but a thing. She had no legal 
rights whatsoever, she was absolutely her husband’s possession to do with as he 
willed…. 
 “The situation was worse in the Greek world….The woman of the respecta-
ble classes in Greece led a completely secluded life. She took no part in public life; 
she never appeared at meals or social occasions; she had her own apartments and 
none but her husband might enter into them.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Galatians 
and Ephesians Welch 168-170 
 ‘Of the twenty-four [individual names in Romans 16], six are women. That 
is worth remembering. For often Paul is accused of belittling the status of women in 
the church….  
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2. While there are things on which it’s OK for Christians to 
disagree (Romans 14), be wary of false teaching 16:17-18,  
“From his description of [the trouble-makers] they are evidently such ‘evil 
workers’ as he denounces in Philippians 3:18f. They teaching was evidently 
antinomian [“under the gospel…of grace the moral law is of no use or obliga-
tion because faith alone is necessary for salvation” Webster’s], and possible 
marked by incipient gnosticism [only the spirit is good. Your body is not im-
portant or good]; it was as contrary to the teaching which the Roman Christians 
had received from their founders and leaders as it was to Paul’s own teaching, 
and was bound to lead to division and dissension….Paul had, earlier in the Epis-
tle, emphasized the ethical demands of the gospel in terms which might well be 
directed against people like these (cf. 3:8, 6:1ff., 8:5ff., 12:1ff.).”  Bruce 277.  
By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naïve people. 16:18 
 “[A smooth talker] is the kind of man who, behind a façade of pious 
words, is a bad influence, who leads astray, not by direct attack, but by subtlety, 
who pretends to serve Christ, but in reality is destroying the faith.” Barclay, 
Romans. 218 
 
3. Evil is rooted in a person with a name 16:19-20 
 “Discord was the work of Satan, but if the Romans kept these trouble-
makers and their teaching at a distance, God, who is ‘the God of peace’ and not 
of discord (cf. 1 Cor. 14:33), would give them the victory over Satan and all his 
works.” Bruce 277 See Luke 22:31; 2 Cor. 11:13-15 
 
4. Be an expert on good, untainted (Barclay 218) by evil 
 “[The word ‘innocent about what is evil’ is used of metal which has no 
suspicion of alloy, of wine and of mild which are not adulterated with water. It 
describes something which is absolutely pure of any corruption. The Christian is 
a man whose utter sincerity must be beyond all doubt.” Barclay Romans 218 
 

5. Keep Jesus’ Gospel (Good News) at the centre 16:25-7 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery that 
was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophet-
ic writings is made know to all the Gentiles, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith – to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 16:25-7, NRSV 
 “Western culture’s slogan that ‘the only truth is that there is no truth 
outside of my truth,’ makes Paul’s radically and politically incorrect gospel an 
attractive alternative nevertheless. Paul’s gospel message of God’s unfolding 
plan to gather a people (including all nations) around messiah Jesus is strikingly 
bold – almost arrogant….True freedom is found in relationship to the truth (i.e., 
God)….In this foundationless postmodern context, the church offers a refresh-
ing alternative as an ‘outpost’ representing the truth of God’s mission. It lives to 
invite all people to abandon their allegiance to sin and to join God’s adventure 
with humanity in our world.” Isaak, God is One and God is Fair Kindred 2006, 
273-4  
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