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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

2nd Advent Sunday—December 9, 2018 
 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                             Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                               

Testimonies of  

Affirmation time                                                                                  Marvin Dyck 

Scripture Reading                                                                   

             Romans 6:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; 2 Corinthians 1:3-6     

Baptism Reflections                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

            “Baptism: Following Jesus, Becoming a Member of His Body”     

Baptism  

Songs of Praise & Worship 

Response by Congregation                                                                   Moderator 

Prayer of Blessing  

Welcome into membership  

Song of Response                                                                              Praise team 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                                               

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care during the message in the basement for children ages 1-3. 
 
Sunday School Classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 
Christmas Choir Practice begins at 11:15am. 

 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

As it is written in the book of the words of  
Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’“ 
Luke 3:4 
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Today at Crossroads 



Crossroads Christmas Schedule of Special Events: 
 
Next Sunday, December 16—Crossroads Annual Sunday School Christ-
mas Program will be during the morning worship service at 9:45am. We would 
like to celebrate with Christmas snacks after the service. Please bring 
some finger food to share. (No nuts please.) Parents with children in the SS 
program - Please have your children arrive in church by 9:20am so they 
can get prepared in the basement for the program.  
  
Sunday, December 23–Crossroads Worship Service at 9:45am will include 
our special Crossroads Christmas Choir! 
  
Monday, December 24–Christmas Eve Program, “A Gift for Jesus” at 6:30pm 
at the church. 
  
Sunday, January 6—You are invited to Crossroads at 9:45am for a special  
Bilingual joint worship service with Eglise Communautaire de la Riviere 
Rouge. 

 
A Sign-up Sheet is up on the bulletin board for shovelling the church ac-
cess ramp for Sunday mornings. If every family sign’s up once this winter, it 
will be full!  
 
If you would like to contribute to a Christmas gift for James & Joan, please 
let Betty or Karis know today!  
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Our annual “Gifts 
for Jesus” Christmas Eve service will take place on Monday, Dec. 24 at 6:30pm 
at Crossroads. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please 
call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus 
in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Dec/Jan/Feb are on the window 
sil. 
 
 

Crossroads Information 
In the continuing effort to clean up and enlarge the Sunday School area in 
the basement, the trustees will be removing surplus chairs as well as the 
old piano. Should anyone in the church wish to have the piano and has 
the means to remove it safely, it is available without cost. Please contact 
Trustee’s Chair, Craig, if you are interested. 
 
Crossroads-You are invited to an intercultural night of worship! We 
will be worshipping in many languages and with many cultural expres-
sions. You can expect testimonies, dramatic arts, and lots of music. You 
will hear new ICOMB director Rudi Plett from Paraguay speak about the 
Mennonite Brethren family around the world. Come celebrate what Christ 
is doing in Winnipeg and around the world through people rooted in many 
different cultures. Join us on Sunday, December 9, at 6 pm at Portage Av-
enue Church, 1420 Portage Ave. Hosted by: Portage Avenue Church, 
ICOMB, MBCM, CCMBC, Multiply. 
 
Crossroads has received several copies of ‘As We Wait: Advent Devo-
tions’ booklets from the MB Biblical Seminary. If you would like to pick 
one up, they are on the table by the mailboxes. First come, first served. 
 
Crossroads congregation has partnered with the Flourishing Congrega-
tions Institute to be part of this transformation, and we would like your 
help! Please take 20 minutes to fill out an anonymous national online 
survey. We hope for 50% or more of our adult attenders to fill out the 20 
minute survey. With strong survey involvement, we will access data 
unique to our congregation. 
 
“Missionary Extra-Blessing Pool” in MB Missions 
This “pool” is simply a way to bless every one of our workers overseas 
with a fully tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from their North Ameri-
can supporters! Everyone receives the same amount and they are all free 
to use the gift for personal items. 
If you would like to participate in this giving initiative, we invite you to con-
tribute to the Missionary Extra-Blessing Pool as a convenient and appro-
priate way to encourage all of our missionaries. Please do so by referenc-
ing project code 0593. 
 
 

Crossroads 2018 Christmas Project:  Financial support for Cory 
& Masami Giesbrecht, entering their 2

nd
 term of missionary      

service in Japan, with MB Mission/Multiply. 

This December Crossroads Mission Mobilizers and the Giesbrecht’s Sending/
Support Team invite you to give generously to support Cory & Masami’s minis-
try in Japan. Your gifts to this project will help them reach their goal of “full sup-
port” AND enable them to return to Japan in early January, 2019. To give to-
wards this year’s Christmas project, mark your envelopes “Cory & Masami – 
MB Mission” or “2018 Christmas Project”, December 9-30. 



 "From the few and very brief descriptions of early Christian worship we get 
the impression that they were characterized by great spontaneity. Meetings in private 
homes would provide the setting for this freedom on the part of those in attendance." 
Ewert 188 
 

4. How does this work? Church is 
a) a family reunion 
Follow the way of love... 14:1  Now, brothers and sisters,... 14:6, 20 
You are members of God's family. Ephesians 2:19, New Living Translation   
 

b) church is a battery charging station 
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophe-
cy....the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encourag-
ing and comfort....the one who prophesies edifies (builds up NRSV) the 
church14:1-3 
For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encour-
aged. 14:31 
“[P]rophecy [is] the gift of proclaiming God’s will and speaking to the needs of the 
church….” Ewert The Church in a Pagan Society Kindred 1986 159 
 "Prophetic teaching encourages the congregation....Every congregation has 
need of encouragement - they not only long for it; they really need it. People listen for 
a word on Sunday morning that will put heart into them for the week." Ewert, 159. 
 

c) church is a hospital …the one prophesying speaks to people for 
their…comfort 1 Cor. 14:3 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 
For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort 
abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for you comfort and salvation; 
if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endur-
ance of the same sufferings we suffer. 2 Corinthians 1:3-6  
 

d) church is a classroom 1 Corinthians 14:19, 6, 31; 1 Timothy 4:13 
…in church worship I would rather speak five words that can be understood in 
order to teach others, than speak thousands of words in strange tongues. 1 Cor. 
14:19, Good News. 
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and 
to teaching. 1 Timothy 4:13 
 

e) church is a proclamation of the Gospel to those among us who 
don't know Jesus, in the hope that they too will surrender their lives 
to Him 1 Cor. 14:20-25 
But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they 
are convicted of sin and are brought under judgment by all, as the secrets of their 
hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, 'God is 
really among you!' 14:24-5  
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

Baptism: Following Jesus, Becoming a Member of His Body 
Romans 6:1-4; I Corinthians 12:12-27; 2 Corinthians 1:3-6 

 
1. Baptism is a drama in which the Jesus follower acts out death 
to the old life of sin and resurrection to a life of following Jesus 
Romans 6:1-4 
That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the water, we left the 
old country of sin behind; when we came up out of the water, we entered into 
the new country of grace-a new life in a new land! Romans 6:3 The Message  
 “But when believers were baptized, what happened? This, says Paul. Their 
former life came to an end; a new life began. They were, in fact, ‘buried’ with 
Christ when they were plunged in the baptismal water, in token that they had died 
so far as their old life of sin was concerned; they were raised again with Christ 
when they emerged from the water in token that they had received a new life, which 
was nothing less than participation in Christ’s own resurrection life.” Bruce, Tyn-
dale New Testament Commentaries: Romans Eerdmans 1977, 136 
 “[To be ‘baptized into Christ’ (v. 3) means to] have shared by faith-union 
with Him those experiences which were His historically, His crucifixion and burial, 
his resurrection and exaltation.” Bruce, 137:3 The Message  
 

2. Baptism is the ceremony by which a Jesus follower joins the 
body of Christ; a group of people who have chosen to follow Jesus 
1 Cor. 12:12-14    
 “You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no 
further than your own body.  Your body has many parts - limbs, organs, cells - 
but no matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body.  It’s exactly 
the same with Christ.  By means of his one Spirit, we all said good bye to our 
partial and piecemeal lives.  We each used to independently call our own shots, 
but then we entered into a large and integrated life in which he has the final say 
in everything.  (This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were 
baptized.).”  12:12-13 The Message.      
“The body of Christ into which the Spirit baptizes us at conversion is not some invis-
ible, nebulous body, but is to be found in Corinth, Ephesus and Philippi.  To be bap-
tized by the Spirit into Christ’s body implies, therefore, baptism with water into the 
body of Christ in a given locality.  That this is so can be seen from Paul’s reference 
to Jew and Greek, slave and free.  All these radical and social differences had been 
overcome by baptism through the Spirit into the one body of Christ at Corinth.” Ew-
ert The Church in a Pagan Society: Studies in 1 Corinthians Kindred 144 
 

3. Because body parts (members – King James, NRSV, NASB) only 
find their strength and purpose in constant relationship with oth-
er members (body parts), regular church attendance is crucial 
  "To be in Christ is to be in fellowship with other Christians. Private Christi-
anity is not known in the new Testament: the Christian life is lived in company with 
others. At the heart of this new corporate existence in Christ stands the worship of 
the Christian community. Here prayer is made, the bread is broken, the saints are 
instructed and equipped for their tasks which they must perform when scattered in 
the world.... 

Message Outline 



Message Outline Continued 

Crossroads Mennonite Brethren Church Visioning Board 
minutes  
November 17, 2016 
 How are we doing in the area of growth orientation?  Do we expect 
our people to grow? … 
o The constitution has an expectation that people show up and par-
ticipate, which leads to some level of growth.   
o By publishing the monthly giving in the bulletin, this serves a gen-
tle reminder to tithe.  
o We could grow in our teaching culture.  Apart from the sermon, 
there are not many opportunities for teaching if people are not in-
volved in small groups and in Christian Education.  
o We could recite the commitments that the church has covenanted to 
members and that members covenanted to church when people join 
the church.  This would help us remember and internalize these com-
mitments. 
 
Members are encouraged to:  

pray for one another (James 5:16),  
participate in regular worship (Hebrews 10:25),  
be loyal in fellowship and service (Acts 2:42),  
live a Christ-like life (Ephesians 5:18),  
participate in witness and service (I Corinthians 12), and  
uphold the scriptures (II Timothy 2:15),  
support the church financially through tithing (2 Corin-

thians 9:6,7).  
 

The church will endeavour to help members by:  
teaching them (Ephesians 4:11-16),  
encouraging them (Hebrews 10:23-25),  
guiding them (Acts 20:28-35),  
correcting them in the spirit of love and forgiveness 

(Matthew 18:15-20),  
providing fellowship (Acts 2:42),  
helping in physical needs (Acts 6:1-11), and  
providing service opportunity (Acts 13:1-3). 


