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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

3rd Advent Sunday—December 16, 2018 
 

 
Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Sunday School Christmas Program     

Scripture Reading       Matthew 1:18-2:12; Luke 2:1-1-12     

Message  “Who Needs the Manger? Who’s Welcome There?”   Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                              

 

 
Everyone is invited to enjoy Christmas snacks  

in the sanctuary  
immediately following this mornings’ program! 

 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
There will be no official nursery care today during the morning service. 
 
There will be no Sunday School classes today, Dec. 16 and 23, 30, Jan 6. 
They resume January 13, 2019 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“While they were there, the time came for the  
baby to be born, 

 
and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was  

no guest room available for them.”  
Luke 2:6-7 
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Today at Crossroads 



Crossroads Christmas Schedule of Special Events: 
 
Sunday, December 23–Crossroads Worship Service at 9:45am will include our 
special Crossroads Christmas Choir! 
  
Monday, December 24–Christmas Eve Program, “A Gift for Jesus” at 6:30pm at 
the church.  
Edith Dyck’s ‘Gift for Jesus’ is to provide hot cider and cookies at church after 
the Christmas Eve service. 
 
Sunday, December 30—Crossroads Worship Service at 9:45am at the church. 
  
Sunday, January 6—You are invited to Crossroads at 9:45am for a special  
Bilingual joint worship service with Eglise Communautaire de la Riviere Rouge. 

 

A Sign-up Sheet is up on the bulletin board for shovelling the church  
access ramp for Sunday mornings. If every family sign’s up once this winter, it will 
be full!  
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Our annual “Gifts for 
Jesus” Christmas Eve service will take place on Monday, Dec. 24 at 6:30pm at 
Crossroads. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please call 
Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in our 
worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Dec/Jan/Feb on the foyer window sil. 
 
 

Crossroads Information 
Crossroads has received several copies of ‘As We Wait: Advent Devotions’ book-
lets from the MB Biblical Seminary. If you would like to pick one up, they are on 
the table by the mailboxes. First come, first served. 
 
Last Chance! Crossroads congregation has partnered with the Flourishing Con-
gregations Institute to be part of this transformation, and we would like your help! 
Please take 20 minutes to fill out an anonymous national online survey. We 
hope for 50% or more of our adult attenders to fill out the 20 minute survey. With 
strong survey involvement, we will access data unique to our congregation. 
 
“Missionary Extra-Blessing Pool” in MB Missions 
This “pool” is simply a way to bless every one of our workers overseas with a fully 
tax-receipted and income-tax-paid gift from their North American supporters! Every-
one receives the same amount and they are all free to use the gift for personal 
items. 
If you would like to participate in this giving initiative, we invite you to contribute to 
the Missionary Extra-Blessing Pool by referencing project code 0593. 
 
You are warmly invited to attend CMU Christmas Vespers on Sunday, Dec. 16 
at 7:00 PM in the Laudamus Auditorium. Allison Pauls will lead the choir and 
Cheryl Pauls will be the reader. Reception to follow. See cmu.ca/vespers. 
  
Enrol in a CMU Winter Semester evening course – for credit or audit. Options 
include: History of Indigenous Peoples in Canada; The Art of Preaching; Fundamen-
tals of Marketing; The Detective in Fiction and Film; Principles and Paradigms of 
Youth Ministry… Seniors and alumni audit fees available. Go to cmu.ca/timetable. 
  
SALT positions are open! What are your plans for 2019? How about spending a 
year immersed in another culture, serving the local community, and getting real-
world work experience? SALT is an 11-month program open to young adults aged 
18-30. For more information and to apply visit mccmb.ca/salt. 
 
Union Gospel Mission is looking for 31 volunteer groups to help through the 
Christmas holidays. Kitchen help, dinning room set-up, sorting donations, assist-
ing with chapel (meet & greet), sweeping & mopping floors, and assisting with the 
afternoon drop-in program. Please email volunteer@gospelmission.ca to schedule 
your prefered slot, These groups can be a church home /care group, a youth group 
or a family. We still have shifts available almost every day from Dec 22 through Jan 
6. 

Crossroads 2018 Christmas Project:  Financial support for Cory & 
Masami Giesbrecht, entering their 2nd term of missionary      service in 
Japan, with MB Mission/Multiply. 

This December Crossroads Mission Mobilizers and the Giesbrecht’s Sending/
Support Team invite you to give generously to support Cory & Masami’s ministry in 
Japan. Your gifts to this project will help them reach their goal of “full support” AND 
enable them to return to Japan in early January, 2019. To give towards this year’s 
Christmas project, mark your envelopes “Cory & Masami – MB Mission” or 
“2018 Christmas Project”, December 9-30. 



All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which 
means ‘God with us’). Matthew 1:22-23 
 “Emmanuel…functions in the [story] as an important description of who Jesus is 
as he engages in his ministry (Matt. 17:17; 18:20; 26:29). Wherever Jesus is, God is 
there, present with the people of faith. Of particular significance is the conclusion of the 
Gospel, where Jesus declares as part of his commission to the disciples, ‘I am with you 
always, to the end of the age’ (28:20).” Cousar, Texts for Preaching: Year A Westminster 
1995, 36 
 “In him alone we see what God is and what man ought to be.” Barclay, Daily 
Study Bible: Matthew, Vol. 1 Welch 1975, p. 21. 
 

2. Who’s welcome at the manger? Everyone. 
a) Even rich foreigners 
 “…the Magi…became in Persia almost exactly what the Levites were in Israel. 
They became the teachers and instructors of the Persian kings. In Persia no sacrifice 
could be offered unless one of the Magi was present. They became men of holiness and 
wisdom. 
 “These Magi were men who were skilled in philosophy, medicine and natural 
science.” Barclay, 26. 
 “What the magi say on their arrival in Judaea is ‘We saw his star (i.e. what we 
conjectured to be a sign that he was either born or soon to be born) at its rising…, and are 
come to pay Him homage’. These trained astrologers with the insatiable curiosity charac-
teristic of scientists had seen a remarkable astrological phenomenon, the exact nature of 
which is not disclosed; and, being familiar with the current widespread belief that the 
time was ripe for the appearance of a king to be born in Judaea who would claim univer-
sal homage and usher in a reign of peace, they set out for that country to test the truth of 
their conjecture…. 
 “…He was revealed to the astrologers by a method suited to their habits and un-
derstanding; and their object in coming to Jesus was not personal advantage, but solely to 
give Him homage.’” Tasker, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerd-
mans, 1961, 37,40 
…the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. Matthew 2:9 “How it did so can only be left to the imagina-
tion, and the search for astronomical parallels to a divine communication is unlikely to be 
profitable….” France, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerdmans 
1985,84. 

 
b) People everyone looks down on 
 “This good news, moreover, is for ‘all the people’ (vs. 10), outcast as well as in-
group. In Luke’s time shepherds were often considered outside the law. Their testimony 
was considered invalid because of their reputation for dishonesty…Yet it was to such as 
these the angel announced the good news of the Saviour’s birth (2:8-11). This can only 
be regarded as a foreshadowing of the subsequent theme of God’s grace shown to sinners 
which runs throughout Luke….The news that Jesus’ birth signals the benefit of peace is 
intended for all the people. This is cause for great joy.” Talbert, Reading Luke Crossroad 
1986, 34 
 

c) Enemies – even Herod 
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with 
the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ Luke 23:33-34 
 

Who Needs the Manger? Who’s Welcome There? 
Matthew 1:18-2:12; Luke 2:1-10 

 
1. Who needs to come to the manger to honour Jesus?  
 
a) Everyone. Even  
 
i) God’s chosen people and those suffering innocently 
…an angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ Matthew 
1:20-21 
 “…It would be wrong…to give the idea that his people will stop committing 
sin. Better would be ‘He will rescue them from…the punishment because of their 
sins.’…Sins [are] …acts that disobey God…. In the Gospel of Matthew,  

his people means ‘Israel.’” Newman & Sine, A Handbook on the Gospel of Matthew 
United Bible Societies 1988, 26 
 “The first-century Jewish community in the Holy Land was occupied and op-
pressed by the Romans….At the time of Jesus much of the land was owned by foreign-
ers who controlled huge estates. Local farmers were obliged to rent land and were often 
treated unfairly…. 

“Any prophet who wants to talk about sin and salvation with a community 
under occupation already has these words defined for him or her. The concept of sin is 
shaped by what people are enduring from their oppressors, and the word salvation is 
used to express their longing to be free from that oppression….An oppressed commu-
nity perceives its own faults as dwarfed by the enormity of what it is suffering from 
others. Any discussion of its sins will be heard as belittling the harsh world in which 
they live. It takes a brave man or woman to tell the community that it needs salvation 
from its sins.” Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes Intervarsity, 2008, 48-9 
 

b) Those content in their value system which doesn’t include Jesus 
“No sooner was Jesus born than we see men grouping themselves into the 

three groups in which men are always to be found in regard to Jesus Christ…. 
“(i) There was the reaction of Herod, the reaction of hatred and hostility…. 

 “(ii) There was the reaction of the chief priests and scribes, the reaction of 
complete indifference. It did not make the slightest difference to them. They were so 
engrossed in their Temple ritual and their legal discussions that they completely disre-
garded Jesus…. 
 “(iii) There was the reaction of the wise men, the reaction of adoring worship, 
the desire to lay at the feet of Jesu Christ the noblest gifts which they could bring.” 
Barclay 30 
 “Jesus took us where we couldn’t go but in a direction we were travelling.” 
Terry LeBlanc, M’igmaq leader, Crossroads Mennonite Brethren Church, April 22, 
2018 

 
c) Jesus is God with us. Why wouldn’t you want Him to help you 
with the troubles you face? 

Message Outline 


