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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

4th Advent Sunday—December 23, 2018 
 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                  Crossroads Christmas choir 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s feature                                                                     

Prayer for Cory & Masami Giesbrecht                       

Scripture Reading                John 1:1-18                                     

Message                              “Incarnation”                                    Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response                                               Crossroads Christmas choir 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Nursery care in the basement for children ages 1-3 during the message. 
 
There will be no Sunday School classes today, Dec. 30 and Jan 6. They 
resume January 13, 2019 

 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’  

Luke 2:10-11 

*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

Today at Crossroads 



Crossroads Christmas Schedule of Special Events: 
 
Monday, December 24–Christmas Eve Program, “A Gift for Jesus” at 6:30pm 
at the church.  
Hot cider and cookies at church after the Christmas Eve service. 
 
Sunday, December 30—Crossroads Worship Service at 9:45am at the 
church. 
 
Thursday, January 3—Vision Board Meeting at the church at 7:30pm. 
  
Sunday, January 6—You are invited to Crossroads at 9:45am for a special  
Bilingual joint worship service with Eglise Communautaire de la Riviere 
Rouge. 
 
 

 
How’s your Bible reading going? As you consider 2019, how about a New 
Year’s resolution with some teeth in it? Sign up on the sheet in the foyer to 
i) read or listen through either the New Testament or the Bible in 2018, or to 
follow the REALife 2-year Bible reading plan, or 
ii) publicly commit to the Bible reading or listening plan that you believe will help 
you grow in 2019, so that Crossroads people can challenge you throughout the 
year. 
The weekly emails from the church office will include a 2-year Bible reading 
plan with that weeks’ references. If you don’t currently receive Crossroads’ 
weekly emails but wish to receive them please contact Karis at of-
fice@crossroadsmb.ca. 
 

Crossroads Information 

 
A Sign-up Sheet is up on the bulletin board for shovelling the church 
access ramp for Sunday mornings. If every family sign’s up once this 
winter, it will be full!  
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklets for Dec/Jan/Feb on the foyer 
window sil. 
 
MCC Manitoba welcome applicants for the Volunteer Youth Engage-
ment Coordinator and Manitoba MCC Thrift Coordinator. Applications 
for both positions are accepted until December 28. For full details and to 
apply, visit mccmb.ca/serve. 
  
MCC Canada welcome applicants for the Donor Engagement Coordi-
nator and Shared Program Accountant. For full details and to apply, 
visit mccmb.ca/serve. 
  
The MCC Furniture Thrift Shop welcomes applicants for a Truck As-
sistant. Applications should be emailed to Laurie at mccmgr@shaw.ca. 
For full details visit thrift.mcc.org/jobs. 
 
Steinbach Bible College offers evening courses for audit or credit. 
‘James-Jude’ on Wednesday evenings, Jan 9-April 24 and ‘Bringing Your 
Faith into the Workplace’ on Thursday evenings from March 28-April 18. 
See http://sbcollege.ca/events/2019-01-09-bi226-james-jude. 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service-As we celebrate the gift of Jesus this 
Christmas season, we learned of another way God is working in the 
life of a homeowner in Victoria County, TX. “We had a home dedication 
for John and Carol White. It was a great celebration with many of their 
friends, family and coworkers joining our group of 23. They were so happy 
and excited to have already slept in their new home one night. It was a 
particularly joyful celebration as John had just learned that a tumor on his 
kidney could not be found at a recent CAT scan. He credited this to a time 
of prayer the MDSers had for his healing one night after he and Carol had 
brought in a pot of chili to share with us. We are all giving God the glory. 
What an amazing show of God’s goodness to John!”  

Crossroads 2018 Christmas Project:  Financial support for Cory & 
Masami Giesbrecht, entering their 2nd term of missionary      service 
in Japan, with MB Mission/Multiply. 

This December Crossroads Mission Mobilizers and the Giesbrecht’s 
Sending/Support Team invite you to give generously to support Cory & Masami’s 
ministry in Japan. Your gifts to this project will help them reach their goal of “full 
support” AND enable them to return to Japan in early January, 2019. To give to-
wards this year’s Christmas project, mark your envelopes “Cory & Masami – MB 
Mission” or “2018 Christmas Project”, December 9-30. 



7. When you welcome the Word and trust the Word with your life, 
you get the right to become God’s child. 
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God-children born not of natural descent, not of human deci-
sion or a husband’s will, but born of God. 1:12-13 

 
8. The Word became human 1:14 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. New Living Translation  
 

9. The Word is Jesus – see John 3:16 “one and only Son” 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 1:14 
a) He was born into scandal – Matthew 1:18-19 “The early rabbis developed a tradition 
that Jesus was the illegitimate son of Mary and a Roman soldier named Pantera.” Stern, 
Jewish New Testament Commentary Jewish New Testament Publications 1992, 4 
b) He was an international refugee because of murderous state violence Matthew 2:13-18  
c) He felt hunger (Matthew 4:2) and thirst (John 19:28) 
c) He felt tired John 4:6 
d) He felt overwhelming, incapacitating sadness (Matthew 26:38) and distress (Luke 
22:41-44) 
e) He bled and died John 19:33-34. See Strobel & Poole Discussing The Da Vinci Code 
Zondervan 2006, 67 
 

10. The Word is full of grace (God understands you) and truth (God’s 
law and expectations don’t change). 
Jesus’ death makes up the difference between the two – Hebrews 2:14-18, John 3:16 
“-I grew up around people who believed the church was for saved people who acted like 
saved people….The catch was that they were the ones who decided what act like a saved 
person meant. They got to determine which sins saved people could commit and which 
ones were evidence of being unsaved….Greed was never included. Nor was slander or 
gossip…..[T]he casualty in a church for church people is grace….. 
 “On the other end of the church spectrum are those who declare that the church 
is for everyone, regardless of belief or behavior. These are the churches that value open-
ness, tolerance, and acceptance above what more conservative churches would consider 
orthodoxy and orthopraxy (right conduct)…..The problem with this approach is similar 
to the problem with the more conservative view. You have to pick and choose which 
parts of the New Testament to embrace. The casualty in liberal churches is truth….  
 “…Jesus modeled the way forward. The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14, emphasis added). 
 “…Jesus did not come to strike a balance between grace and truth. He brought 
the full measure of both….As we follow Jesus through the Gospels, we find him ac-
knowledging the full implications of sin and yet not condemning sinners…. 
 “…There is tension with…truth and grace. Where they meet, it gets messy. Real 
messy. But to let go of either, to attempt to build a church model around either, is to 
abandon what Jesus had in mind when he announced the formation of his gather-
ing….It’s virtually impossible to be consistent or fair when grace and truth become driv-
ing forces in a local congregation.” P. 69-76 
Stanley, Deep & Wide: Creating Churches that Unchurched People Love to Attend 
Zondervan 2012 

Incarnation 
John 1:1-18 

 
1. A person called Word existed before creation John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. John 1:1 
 “…John obviously intends that his readers see a parallel between the opening 
words of his Gospel and the opening words of Genesis. ‘In (the) beginning’ refers to 
the period before creation…. 
 “’Word’ is to be understood as a designation for a person.” Newman & Nida, A 
Handbook on The Gospel of John United Bible Societies 1980, 6-8  
 

2. The Word both is God and is distinct from God* Bystrom 19-20 
 “John…unwraps the plurality within the divinity that was hinted at in Genesis, 
explaining that God is composed of at least two persons, the Father, whom he here 
calls ‘God’ – and Jesus, the Word, who is also God.” Papaioannou, “Creation, Salva-
tion and the divinity of Christ: A look at John 1:1-13” Ministry November 2016, 12. 
 

3. The Word is the Creator 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made 1:3 
 “The Word is, as it were, the hand of God in creation or God’s partner in crea-
tion.” Bystrom, God Among Us Kindred 2003, 20 
 

4. The Word keeps it all running and overpowers evil  
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 1:4-5 
 “The Word…is not only the creator, but also the sustainer and redeemer of all 
creation. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The meaning of ‘light’ 
here goes beyond the notion of God imparting reason or insight to men and women. 
Light in John’s Gospel is a synonym for revelation and salvation cf. 8:12; 11:9), while 
darkness speaks of evil and falsehood. Light and life continue to come to all created 
things and persons through the Word, Jesus. He recreates and restores our relationship 
to God, others and the rest of creation.” Bystrom 21 
 

5. The Word is the only way to see reality 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 1:9 Also v. 4 
 “The focus here [v.5] is not upon physical light but upon spiritual enlighten-
ment, and therefore the passage may be translated ‘…caused people to truly perceive’ 
or ‘caused people to perceive the truth….” Newman et al, 12 
 

6. To get this light you have to receive (welcome) and believe in 
(trust with your life) the Word 1:7, 10-13 
 “His own people did not receive him may be rendered ‘the people of which he 
was a part did not welcome him.’… 
 “John’s use of the expression believed in him refers certainly to confidence and 
trust placed in Christ as the Word. Therefore, it is not merely ‘believed what he said,’ 
but ‘trusted in him’ or “put their confidence in him….” Newman et al., 18-19 

Message Outline 


