
Glory to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now,  
and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 19 

 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
    night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; 
    no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the earth, 
    their words to the ends of the world. 
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5     It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
    like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; 
    nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
7 The law of the L#$% is perfect, refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the L%&' are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the L#$% are right, giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the L%&' are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the L#$% is pure, enduring forever. 
The decrees of the L%&' are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
    than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 
    Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
    may they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 

14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart 
    be pleasing in your sight, 
    L%&', my Rock and my Redeemer.   
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December 30, 2018 Worship Service 
 

 
Song:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty #27 Worship Together 

 
Opening reflection: 

(Leader reads light print, Congregation reads dark print) 

Give heed, my people, to my teaching; 
Turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 
 

Call to praise: 

Isaiah 53:4 says this of Jesus: Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering 
Isaiah 63:7-9 says, I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD . . . yes, the 
many good things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and 
many kindnesses . . . In all their distress he too was distressed . . . 
Come let us worship God, who laughs and cries with us. 
 Let us praise the One whose suffering encompasses the breadth of 
our pain, and whose delight  
 surpasses our deepest joy. 
  We worship the God who knows our thoughts and feelings 
even before we name them. 
  We honour the One who welcomes our laments as well as 
our songs of thanksgiving. 
   May all the words of our mouths 
   And the meditations of our hearts 
   Be acceptable in your sight, O God. 
    Amen. 
 

Song:  Thou Are Worthy #34 Worship Together 
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Call to discipleship:  

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry 
And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
Lord Jesus, you have the words of eternal life. 
  
Pastoral Prayer and Thanks for the Offering – Marvin Dyck 
Offering 
Children’s Feature –  
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 13:10-21; Ephesians 3:14-21 –  
 
Contemplating Scripture – Marvin Dyck 
 

Setting Direction for 2019 
Psalm 19; Luke 13:10-21; Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
A. Setting the direction  
 
1. Our Creator God is awesome Psalm 19:1-6 
 “I take this to be the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in 
the world. Most readers will remember its structure; six verses about Nature, five about 
Law, and four of personal prayer.´ C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms Fontana 1958, 
56 
 “Not so long ago the redeemed Hubble telescope detected fifty billion hitherto 
undiscovered galaxies in a slice of space no bigger than a grain of rice. Awesome! 
 “In a universe with both the macrocosm and the microcosm too immense for us 
to conceive, how can we believe that God cares about each one of us, that the fall of the 
sparrow is noted, that even the hairs of our heads are counted? 
 “These new galaxies promise me pattern and order and a Creator not only great 
enough to make it all but to keep track of it all” (Madeleine L’Engle Bright Evening Star 
WaterBrook Press 1997, 116 
 

2. God also communicates with us through the Scriptures. Rely on 
them 7-11 
 The key phrase on which the whole poem depends is ‘there is nothing hid from 
the heat thereof [v.6]’….As he has felt the sun, perhaps in the desert, searching him out 
in every nook of shade where he attempted to hide from it, so he feels the Law searching 
out all the hiding-places of his soul." Lewis, 56-7 
 

3. Keep asking God to help you: blind spots, willful sin, thoughts 
19:12-15 
But who can discern their own errors? 19:12 

Thanksgiving: 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord. 
To sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 
(symphony prayers of thanksgiving) – introduction – Nellie Groening 
In symphony prayer there are many voices, loud, soft, inaudible, internal, praying 
together at the same time, similar to various instruments in an orchestra playing 
different lines of music but all part of the same piece. 
 

Above all, we thank you for Jesus Christ – the foundation of our hope and 
the one who leads us in your way. May your purpose be seen in our lives, and 
your grace and hope shine bright in this world. We thank you that you will 
be with us in the new year which has dawned. Lead us into greater service as 
we seek to take Christ to others and may we do so without fear as faithful 
followers. Through Jesus Christ the Lord, 

We declare your steadfast love in the morning 
And your faithfulness by night.  Amen. 

 

Song:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee #56 Worship Together 
 

Confession:  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  (silent prayer of self-
examination and repentance – 3 minutes) 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And put a new and right spirit within me 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
And sustain in me a willing spirit. Amen. 
 

Song:  Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne #321 Worship Together 
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 “The holy Spirit strengthens us in our resolves to do good; he renews our 
courage as we seek to walk the Christian way; he comforts us in our sorrows; he lifts 
us up when we are cast down; he enables us to keep on praying (Eph. 6:18).” Ewert, 
The Body of Christ, the Church HeartBeat 2004, 81.  
 

2. That Jesus live in your hearts through faith v. 17 
 “This does not refer to the initial coming of Christ into our life when we put 
our trust in him for our salvation, but rather to an ongoing experience…. 
 “And how does Christ take up residence in our hearts? ‘Through faith.’ Faith 
involves a relationship of trust, a covenant relationship. It means that all the rooms of 
our heart are open to him.” Ewert 82 
 

3. As you are rooted in love v. 17 
 “Whether Paul has God’s love for the believer in mind, or the believer’s love 
for God, or love for our fellow-believers, is not quite clear. Perhaps it is not helpful 
to try to distinguish between these possibilities, for the apostle John reminds us that 
if we don’t love our brothers and sisters, then we can hardly claim to love God ei-
ther.” Ewert 83 
 

4. That together with other Christians you’ll understand how 
great Jesus’ love is – though it’s beyond understanding  v.18-19a 
 “He is…speaking…of Christ’s love for us…. 
 “’With all the saints.’ Individual believers can know something of the love 
of Christ, but if we live in isolation from other believers, our grasp will be limited. 
‘Saints’ is, of course, a standard designation for those who belong to the church, the 
new people of God…. 
 “To comprehend with all the saints is also an important hermeneutical [Bible 
study] principle. Our personal understanding of the Scriptures needs to be tested in 
the Christian community.” Ewert 84-86 
 “…the supreme object of Christian knowledge, Christ’s love, is so profound 
that its depths will never be sounded and so vast that its extent will never be compre-
hended by the human mind.” Lincoln Word Biblical Commentary: Ephesians Word 
1990, 213 

 
5. That you’ll be filled with all God’s fullness 
 “Here…it conveys movement toward a goal….As believers are strengthened 
through the Spirit in the inner person, as they allow Christ to dwell in their hearts 
through faith, and as they know more of the love of Christ, so the process of being 
filled up to all the fullness of the life and power of God will take place…Indeed J.A. 
Robinson…could write, ‘No prayer that has ever been framed has uttered a bolder 
request.’” Lincoln, 214-215 
 

6. So don’t let your imagination limit your prayer v. 20-21 
 
 

B. Keeping perspective 
1. Every human is very important to God.  13:10-17 
 “The Rabbis abhorred cruelty to…animals and, even on the Sabbath, it was 
perfectly legal to loose beasts from their stalls and water them…. 
 “One of the great problems of a developed civilization is the relationship of 
the individual to the system. It times of war the individual vanishes. A man ceases to 
be a person and becomes a member of such and such an age group or the like….In 
Christianity the individual comes before the system. It is true to say that without 
Christianity there can be no such thing as democracy, because Christianity alone guar-
antees and defends the value of the ordinary, individual man.” Barclay, Daily Study 
Bible: Luke Welch 1975, 177. See Luke 12:7, 24. 
 

2. Don’t get discouraged. Trust God’s power and timing 13:18-19 
 “The grain of mustard seed is the smallest kind of seed that was sown by 
farmers in Palestine and yet it grew (in a marvellously short time) to be the biggest of 
all kinds of plants which they grew from seeds. In the same way, the beginning of the 
kingdom of God with Jesus appearance in the humiliated ‘form of a servant’ is infi-
nitely insignificant from a human point of view; but just as surely it will grow quickly 
and irresistibly to a vast movement in which members of various nations will find 
protection and rest (as the birds of heaven build their nests in the mustard tree)." 
Geldenhuys, New International Commentary on the New Testament: Luke Eerdmans 
1951 377 
 

3. Trust God to transform the situation and the people 13:20-21 
 “The kingdom of God works from inside. As long as the leaven was outside 
the dough it was powerless to help…We will never change men from the outside…
The power of the kingdom comes from the outside. The dough had no power to 
change itself. Neither have we…. 
 “The leaven [yeast]…turns the dough into a bubbling, seething mass….[T]he 
leaven stands for the disturbing power of Christianity. In Thessalonica it was said of 
the Christians, ‘These men who have turned the world upside down have come here 
also’ (Acts 17:6)….Real Christianity…works revolution in the individual life and in 
society….The kingdom of heaven is the leaven which fills a man at one and the same 
time with the peace of God and with the divine discontent which will not rest until the 
evils of earth are swept away by the changing, revolutionizing power of God.” Bar-
clay 181-2 
 “Luke 13:10-21, the healing of the stooped woman, freeing her from the 
bondage of Satan, is a sign of the presence of God’s kingdom (cf. 11:20). Though, 
like the rising cloud (12:54) or the south wind (12:55), it is seemingly small and insig-
nificant, this single defeat of Satan, like the cloud and wind, signals a certain result – 
ultimate universal victory over evil (13: 18-21). Talbert, Reading Luke Crossroad 
1986, 146 
 

C. Praying for each other Ephesians 3:14-21 
1. God’s strength within through the Holy Spirit v. 16 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory. 1:13-14 
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You multiply small acts of faithfulness. We pray for the church in all places, 
that we may know the freedom of life in the Spirit. (symphony prayers for our 
missionaries, for the persecuted church, for churches of other denominations around us) 
 

You can do more than we ask or imagine, O Father; 
Hear our prayer. 

 

You delight in the beauty and bounty of your creation. We pray for the world, 
that your reign may come and your will be done on earth. (symphony prayers 
for our Premier, our Prime Minister, for Christians in elected office, for peace in war 
torn places , that Christian organizations responding to human need will faithfully 
communicate Jesus’ love, that God’s will be done in these places of crisis) 

 
You can do more than we ask or imagine, O Father;; 

Hear our prayer. 
 
We offer you other concerns we carry in our hearts. (silent prayers) 
You can do more than we ask or imagine, O Father. 
 Hear our prayer. 

 
Generous Father God, You draw us into surprising stories. 
Use them to disrupt our complacency and remove our fear,  
That we may follow you into the joy of your kingdom. 
In the name of the one who taught us not to lose heart, we pray: 

Our Father which art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass   

 against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
For ever and ever, Amen. 

 Benediction 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and   
         peace in believing So that we may abound in hope 

By the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

Announcements 
Prayer:  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From:  Take Our Moments and Our Days Week 3 Monday evening Parables “Turn your ear to the words” 
Words for worship 2, Re:Worship blog – Christine Longhurst, Book of Common Prayer 
h�ps://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/texts/psalter,-collects-and-other-resources/

confessions.aspx) 

The Beatitudes (Leader and Congregation) 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn. 
For they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 
For they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, 
For they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 
For they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you, and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
 Song:  I Am Not Skilled to Understand #193 Worship Together 
 
Call to Intercession:  Ask, and it will be given you; Search, and you will find; 

Knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
         The heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him 

God whose word is trustworthy, we bring our prayers 
 to you with confidence, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
You entrust the seed of your word to the soil of our 
lives. We pray for ourselves and those dear to us.  
(symphony prayers for the sick, bereaved, unemployed, 
others facing hardship) 
 

You can do more than we ask or imagine, our Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

You accomplish your will through your word. We pray for our community 
and for our neighbours.  (symphony prayers for our community gardeners, for 
Winnipeg Harvest volunteers at Holy Cross church, for Holy Cross food bank pa-
trons, for family living in 225 Kitson, for our mayor and city councillors) 
 

You can do more than we ask or imagine, O Father; 
Hear our prayer. 
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