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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—July 21, 2019 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s feature                                                                    

Video                                Simonhouse Bible Camp 

Scripture Reading                       Mark 9:2-32                   

Message “Thinking God’s Thoughts, Rejecting Human Thoughts”  Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                                   

 
Following this mornings’ worship service,  

you are invited to stay for snacks and visiting  
on the front lawn of the church! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.

 
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  

Galatians 5:22-25 
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Today at Crossroads 



Next Sunday, July 28—you are welcome to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am followed by snacks and visiting on the front lawn of the church. 
 
Religion Raises Healthy Kids 
Children who receive a religious upbringing will likely have better physical and 
mental health as young adults, according to a study from Harvard University. The 
study found kids who attend weekly religious services or who pray daily are 33 per-
cent less likely to use drugs and 40 percent less likely to get a sexually transmitted 
infection. Religiously raised kids are 18 percent more likely to have higher life satis-
faction, even through their 20s. They are also less likely to experience depression. 
www.Stream.org. -Faith Today, July/Aug 2019, p. 14 
 
Save the date: August 4-10 is our week to pray for the Winnipeg Police Service. 
More information to come 
 
Simonhouse Bible Camp needs Cook assistants and Maintenance Workers 
for one or more weeks this summer. Please contact Darrell at info@simonhouse.ca 
or call 204-687-3340. www.simonhouse.ca 

Crossroads Information Serve with MCC by working in Winnipeg at 134 Plaza Drive or 159 Hender-
son Hwy. A number of great opportunities available! Visit mccmb.ca/
Openings for more information about open positions with MCC Manitoba.  
 
Ever wonder about the role of the church in the former East Germany? 
Come to hear Bernhard Thiessen from Berlin on July 24 @ 7:30 PM at Mennon-
ite Heritage Archives (610 Shaftesbury Blvd.)  to learn about Mennonites in the 
German Democratic Republic and their Canadian Connections.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 
Eden’s Dr. Clarence H. Labun Lecture Series (1 day workshop) will be ex-
ploring the relationship between Addictions and Mental Health.  The Lec-
ture Series is being offered on Tuesday October 8th in Winkler at the Quality 
Inn.  The registration fee for the day is $50. Call 1.204.325.5355  

Mennonite Disaster Service Story—Last week I had the opportunity to visit 

the MDS project in Pine Ridge, SD and meet a man who recently moved in to 

a new home built by MDS volunteers. His name is Ray Briggs and he had 

been living in a dilapidated RV trailer since a tornado and softball sized hail 

damaged his home in 2015. FEMA came and did an inspection and he as-

sumed that meant help was on its way. However, he wasn't aware of the fol-

low up and application he would have to submit. So he lived in this trailer with 

his granddaughter, who is now five years old. The chairperson of the local 

recovery committee noticed the poor condition of the trailer and stopped by to 

investigate. That's how MDS came to build him a new home. 

  

"We love this place and appreciate all the effort everyone has put in," he told 

us. "They brought blueprints and asked which one do you want? I picked the 

one where the door didn't face north. I was so happy, I almost cried. We knew 

it would take a while but we waited patiently." 

  

He told us that all of the volunteers were so kind. One volunteer invited his 

granddaughter, named Justice, to help paint a portion of the exterior wall. Jus-

tice proudly showed us the spot she painted. 

  

Ray told us that before the damage to his home, he'd been taking some clas-

ses at the college on the reservation. But he stopped when living in the trailer. 

Now that he has a new home he has started taking classes again. The reliabil-

ity of a stable, warm and sturdy home has given him the hope and determina-

tion to pursue a better future.  

Brad Fair, Development Manager, MDS 



e) Therefore listen to Jesus 
 “This text is not only about future glory. It is also about present discipleship. 
Jesus is even now the beloved Son of God, the authoritative voice of God. Jesus is 
moving toward Jerusalem, where he will establish God’s new covenant in which 
God’s laws are not written on tables of stone but on the heart (cf. Jer. 31:33; 2 Cor. 
3:3). The voice dies away, the cloud melts away, and the two great OT heroes disap-
pear; but Jesus is still there (9:8). He is the one on whom the disciples must keep their 
focus.” Geddert 220 
 

f) “Suffering Messiah” is God’s plan, not an oxymoron - so don’t 
worry when the worst happens 9:9-13 
 “The revelation of Jesus’ mysterious, transcendent dignity serves to confirm 
Peter’s acknowledgement that Jesus is the Messiah (Ch. 8:29), and Jesus’ own proph-
ecy of his impending passion and vindication (8:31). The event is oriented toward the 
disciples (9:2.., 4.., 7…) to strengthen them in their commitment and to prepare them 
for the sufferings which they must share.” Lane NICNT: Mark Eerdmans 1974 p. 316 
See Matthew 17:11-13 
 “Only here and at his baptism does Jesus receive divine confirmation visibly 
and audibly…. Bracketed on either side by Jesus’ talk of his suffering and death (8:31
-38; 30-31), the event provides the moment of recognition.” Craddock 148-9 
 “Elijah has indeed … prepared the way for the Messiah, but the way is the 
way of the cross. Yes, John led a renewal movement, leading many to repentance and 
baptism.  But his final act of messianic preparation was to be handed over (arrested, 
1:14). It is faithfulness, not mass acceptance, that prepares for the coming of God’s 
reign. … [Jesus’] own suffering is a part of a divine plan, and so was John’s suffer-
ing.” Geddert 221, 222 
 

2. Back on the Plain  
a) Jesus is judged by His followers’ weakness 9:14-19  
 “The father claims to have brought the boy to Jesus: I brought you my son 
(9:17). Clearly he (and presumably the scribes) believe that the disciples’ authority is 
to be equated with Jesus’ own. By the same token, their failure reflects directly on 
Jesus.  The scribes have interpreted the disciples’ failure as a discrediting of Jesus’ 
authority.” Geddert 222 

 
b) Loss of power, lack of faith 9:19-29  
[Jesus] appointed twelve … that they might be with him and that he might send 
them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons. Mark 3:14-15 
 “[The disciples] were no doubt remembering that Jesus had sent them out to 
preach and heal and cast out devils (Mark 3:14,15). Why, then had they this time so 
signally failed? Jesus … in effect said to them, ‘You don’t live close enough to God.’  
They had been equipped with power, but it needed prayer to maintain it.  
 “There is a deep lesson here.  God may have given us a gift, but unless we 
maintain close contact with him it may wither and die.” Barclay DSB: Mark Welch 
1975 p. 219 
 “He says that only prayer makes [expelling the demon] possible. One won-
ders what incantations and formulas they may have tried. Jesus says it does not de-
pend on technique but on prayer and the faith that makes prayer effective.” Geddert 
224 
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Thinking God’s Thoughts, Rejecting Human Thoughts* 
Mark 9:2-31 

 
Jesus…rebuked Peter: ‘Get behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.’ Mark 8:33 
 “[In Mark 8:31-10:45], I focus on the human thoughts betrayed by the dis-
ciples of Jesus and others around him, and on the divine thoughts that Jesus’ teach-
ing represents (8:33), cf. Isaiah 55:8-9).This is all about the training of the disci-
ples…It is also about the life of a Christian and a Christian community dedicated to 
the values of the secret kingdom.” *Geddert,  Believers Church Bible Commentary: 
Mark Herald 2001, 216. 
 

1. Jesus on the mountain: a message for bewildered disciples 9:2-9 
“Disciples who had been hearing death talk are given a glimpse of who Jesus really 
is.” Craddock Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 1993, p. 127 
 

a) You’re right! Jesus is the Messiah (8:29), God’s Son 9:7 
Peter answered [Jesus], ‘You are the Messiah.’ 8:29 
“Moses is the precursor and Elijah the preparer (Mal. 4:5-6) [of the Messiah].” 
Geddert 219   

“Anyone with even the faintest knowledge of Israel’s history would recog-
nize the divine glory being ascribed here to Jesus of Nazareth.” Gaventa Texts for 
Preaching: Year B Westminster 1993, p. 179 

 

b) Peter, you messed up and Jesus still wants to work with you 
“Peter errs by trying to prolong an experience of glory, not realizing it can only be 
glimpsed now. Its full experience is withheld until Jesus has completed the journey 
to Jerusalem and the passion that awaits him there. Peter errs also by insinuating 
that Jesus, Moses and Elijah are…equally great. They are not. Jesus far exceeds the 
greatest prophets of the old covenant …all they accomplished is but a preparation 
for what Jesus now fulfills.” Geddert 219-220 
 

c) Jesus is greater than Moses and Elijah  
  “The whole point, probably, is that [Elijah and Moses] are to be carefully 
distinguished from Jesus. Elijah and Moses are preparers only; Jesus is the fulfill-
ment. Elijah and Moses had mountaintop experiences with God; only Jesus is af-
firmed there as God’s beloved Son. Elijah and Moses may have survived death, but 
Jesus will experience it to the full and emerge in resurrection glory on the other 
side. Elijah and Moses may make an appearance, but Jesus is the central figure….” 
Geddert, 219 
 

d) Jesus brings a better connection with God as God’s “living 
voice”* 9:7 
 “Jesus also establishes a greater covenant than the one these two great lead-
ers inaugurated and preserved. Moses came down the mountain with two tablets of 
stone, preserving the words God had spoken. Jesus comes down the mountain as 
the living voice of God. Listen to him! God’s voice says (9:7).” Geddert 220* 
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c) You need faith in Jesus, not in your ability to generate faith 
9:20-24 
 “The father utters what has been called ‘perhaps the most human confes-
sion in all the Bible’ (Hamerton-Kelly: 105). I believe: help my unbelief… 
 “[This story] foreshadow[s] the greater resurrection Jesus has already 
predicted for himself (8:31), and thus should assure the disciples that whatever 
trials and evils the way contains, there is ultimate victory at the end of the road. 
Instead, the disciples are still puzzling over their inability to perform the heal-
ing…. 
 “In this text ‘thinking human thoughts’ leads to a preoccupation with 
competition, techniques, and the need of success. ‘Thinking divine thoughts’ 
means trusting in the unlimited power of God, and humbly asking for increased 
faith.” Geddert 224 
 

d) Jesus keeps patiently teaching followers who misunderstand 
30,31 
  “[E]ven after failure, the disciples are singled out for special instruction. Jesus 
chides them harshly, since their failure has led to a squabble with the scribes: 
‘How much longer must I put up with you?’ (9:19). Yet on the ensuing trip he 
seeks to travel unnoticed so that he can have some private time with the disciples 
to continue to teach them about his own future and theirs. Their weakness has 
not diminished his zeal to prepare them for life in the reign of God.  
 “If the disciples in some sense mirror the church, then we have to say 
that much of Jesus’ instruction … is intended for followers who have been called 
and commissioned and who, while they often misunderstand, still are bound to-
gether in a special community.” Cousar 519-520 
 

e) If you’re with Jesus, it all turns out well in the end 
 “There are [no passion predictions]…in Mark; there are only passion-
resurrection predictions….His Gospel is entitled good news…Just as Jesus’ 
death leads directly to his resurrection, so also the failure of the disciples leads to 
their final restoration (16:7-8). Mark’s Gospel is good news indeed!” Geddert 
202-3 

Message Outline Continued 


