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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                         

Global Focus                               Overcomers                        Ken Sutherland 

Scripture reading                       2 Corinthians 2                  

Message:                     “Truth and Grace Operations Manual:  

                                           Read before you press ‘Send”          Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                               

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 

Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am. 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, 
the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love.  

2 John 1:3 
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Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, September 26—Quilting for MCC group from 10:00am til 12 noon 
in the church basement. Come cut squares, iron, sew, or visit! 
 
Thursday, September 26—Vision Board meeting at 7:30pm at the church. 
 
Saturday, September 28—CROSSROADS WORKDAY for everyone! Come 
to the church in the morning and help out as long as you can stay! Lunch is pro-
vided. Many hands make work a party! More details tba. 
 
Next Sunday, September 29—you are invited to Crossroads for our worship 
service at 9:45am followed by Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult 
at 11:15am. 
 
Crossroads Volunteer opportunity—just 4 Sundays! If you would like to pre-
pare the coffee and tea for one month of Sundays this winter, please contact 
Karen, Jeany or Karis.  
 
Did you know that Christianity is a team sport, not a spectator sport? Eve-
ry Jesus follower was made to play a part on the team – with unique gifts, 
“personal style and God-given passion for serving in the body of 
Christ” (Network participant’s guide Zondervan 2005). If you’re curious about 
your place on the team, watch for further announcements. 
 
The Crossroads annual Fall Banquet is coming up on Saturday, October 19 
at 5:30pm at the church! That means we need to have all the volunteers and 
attendees signed up in a few weeks! So please see the sign-up sheets on the 
bulletin board in the foyer—you can choose how you would like to help out! 
 
The little brown table that used to be beside the mailboxes is now available for 
free—first come first served. It is in the adult classroom in the basement—
unless someone has already taken it:) 
 
You are invited to the 25th ENCUENTRO anniversary celebration. Join us 
for an evening of food, music and stories on Friday October 25th at the North 
Kildonan M.B church on 1315 Gateway Road in Winnipeg.  
Doors open at 6:00pm and dinner is served at 6:30pm. Celebrate what the Lord 
is doing among Spanish speaking people around the world.  
Enjoy the Spanish music of Central American recording artist Zulmaely. Please 
RSVP by October 15 at 204 667 9576 or Nicole@s1wm.com. 
 
“Leading the Daring Way” - a Brene Brown workshop on Saturday, Oct 5 at 
River East Church from 9am-4pm. Cost $50. Contact 
mary.anne@rivereastchurch.ca. See poster on back bulletin board. 

Crossroads Information 

Brandon Relief Sale—Find amazing hand-crafted quilts, fresh produce and bak-
ing, sausage sales, special music, children's activities and a traditional Mennonite 
dinner of farmer sausage and perogies. Join us on September 28 from 9 am to 3 
pm at the Keystone Centre in Brandon.  
 
SBC Fundraising Faspa & Saengerfest: Join us on Sunday, October 6 at 4pm 
for an afternoon of food and fellowship. Together, we can make a tangible impact 
on SBC students as they answer the call of God on their lives. Call 204-326-6451 
or email Lynette at lesau@sbcollege.ca to RSVP. 
 
Douglas Mennonite Church is hosting Faith in Form, a new Christian arts fes-
tival, Saturday Oct. 5, featuring Angeline Schellenberg, Sarah Klassen, Sally Ito, 
and more. Writing, visual art, and film: 12:00-6:00 p.m., free. Music: 7:30-9:30 
p.m., $15. More info at faithinformwinnipeg.com or on Facebook . 
 
Every year, MCC Manitoba hosts an Annual General Meeting where we celebrate 
the successes of the previous year and look forward to the opportunities and 
challenges of the current year and future years.  
This year's AGM will be held on September 26 at Steinbach Mennonite 
Brethren Church from 6 - 9 p.m. 
Join us and learn more about how we are working together for relief, development 
and peace in the name of Christ.  
 
Fall@CMU, Sept. 27-28: In addition to a Saturday Farmers’ Market and Cyclo-
cross races for all ages, join us Friday evening, 7:00 PM for the Fall@CMU Open-
ing Celebration, featuring the CMU Singers along with reflections from four Distin-
guished Alumni. See cmu.ca/fall for details. 
 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers Faith & Family Day  is coming soon. Don't forget to order 
your tickets. Where: Investors Group Field 
When: Saturday, October 12th – Kickoff at 3 PM 
Ticket Price: $25 Adult $18 Youth 
Post-Game: Enjoy the post-game interview with Bomber players as they share 
stories with team chaplain and sign autographs. Enter Offer Promo Code: FAITH  
To use the promo code for your discount. Go to www.bluebombers.com/
faithandfamily 
 
Union Gospel Mission’s Community Thanksgiving Lunch will be Saturday, 
October 12th. To volunteer, email volunteer@gospelmission.ca 



4. Am I on a power trip? 1:24 
Not that we lord it over your faith…1:24 

 
5. How can I confront while collaborating with them toward both 
our joy? 1:24-2:3 “[I]nstead of paying them another painful visit he wrote them 
a letter, hoping that its effect would be such that when he did pay them another visit it 
would be a happy one for him and them. For the realization of this hope, see 7:8ff. [7:2-
16]” Bruce, 183-4 
   

6. Do I find delight in this relationship? 1:24-2:3 
 
7. Do you feel anger or anguish (distress, tears)? 2:4 
 “we can start hurling darts at others in the name of truth when we’re actually 
responding because of our own unrighteous anger, because we’ve been hurt, or to pro-
tect our own reputations …We need to remember that the people we’re dialoguing with 
on social media are real people with feelings – not just impersonal objects with whom 
we can debate.” Schreiner, Facts 

 
8. How does your love for them shine through what you plan to tell 
them? 2:4 
 “”Too often, people think they have the gift of discernment when in fact they 
have a critical, fault-finding, cynical, and negative spirit. They think they have the gift 
of discernment when they’re actually sinning! 
 “We need to remember what Paul teaches us in Ephesians 4:29 when he says, 
‘No foul language should come from your mouth, but only what is good for building up 
someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear.’ 
 “This verse can assist us in determining if we really have the gift of discern-
ment. Is our motivation to grant grace to those who hear us? Are we building others up 
or tearing them down? 
 “One question we can ask ourselves is, ‘Are we truly loving those whom we’re 
correcting, or do we just want to express our opinion because we’re certain we’re cor-
rect?’ By God’s grace, we should want to speak healing words that strengthen others. 

“Save the hot and angry email or tweet for two to three days before posting it. 
Send it after you’ve had time to cool down.” Schreiner, Facts and Trends 
 

B. Perspectives on sin in the community 
 
1. Sin hurts the whole community, so discipline is sometimes need-

ed 2:5-6 
 
2. Consider also forgiveness and comfort after repentance 2:7-8 
 “Whatever his offence, the man was now thoroughly penitent, and any continu-
ance of the discipline might cause spiritual harm both to him and to the community at 
large.” Bruce 185 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

Truth and Grace Operations Manual: Read before you press “Send” 
2 Corinthians 2 

 
A. Questions when you know you’re right and the other person’s 

wrong: 
 
1. Is this a necessary confrontation? 2:6 
 “Because we all need evaluation from others, saying a hard thing to someone 
else can be an act of love.” Schreiner, “When the Spiritual Gift of Discernment Turns 
Sour” 
https://factsandtrends.net/2018/10/26/when-the-spiritual-gift-of-discernment-turns-
sour/ 

“I grew up around people who believed the church was for saved people who 
acted like saved people…The catch was that they were the ones who decided what act 
like a saved person meant. They got to determine which sins saved people could com-
mit and which ones were evidence of being unsaved…Greed was never included. Nor 
was slander or gossip….[T]he casualty in a church for church people is grace….. 
 “On the other end of the church spectrum are those who declare that the 
church is for everyone, regardless of belief or behavior. These are the churches that 
value openness, tolerance, and acceptance above what more conservative churches 
would consider orthodoxy and orthopraxy (right conduct)... The problem with this 
approach is similar to the problem with the more conservative view. You have to pick 
and choose which parts of the New Testament to embrace. The casualty in liberal 
churches is truth….  
 “…Jesus modeled the way forward. The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14, emphasis added). 
[also John 1:17] 
 “…Jesus did not come to strike a balance between grace and truth. He brought 
the full measure of both….As we follow Jesus through the Gospels, we find him ac-
knowledging the full implications of sin and yet not condemning sinners…. 
 “…There is tension with…truth and grace. Where they meet, it gets messy. 
Real messy. But to let go of either, to attempt to build a church model around either, is 
to abandon what Jesus had in mind when he announced the formation of his gather-
ing…It’s virtually impossible to be consistent or fair when grace and truth become 
driving forces in a local congregation.” A. Stanley, Deep & Wide: Creating Churches 
that Unchurched People Love to Attend Zondervan 2012, 69-76 
 

2. How does God see the other person – & what do we have in com-
mon?1:21-2 
 “…’has anointed us’, i.e. with the Spirit; us is probably inclusive here, em-
bracing ‘us with you’.” Bruce, New Century Bible Commentary; 1&2 Corinthians 
Eerdmans1996, 182 
 

3. What will be the impact of confrontation on them? 1:23 
 “To carry out this plan of visiting them in the existing circumstances would 
have caused them grief and shame; to spare them such humiliation he stayed away 
until happier relations were restored between him and them.” Bruce 183 
 

Message Outline 



3. Remember that Satan wants to use this to divide us 2:11 
 “…any undue prolongation of the discipline would have led to division and 
tension in the community which Satan, the author of strife, could exploit to its undo-
ing.” Bruce 186 

 
4. Conflict is seriously distracting 2:12-13 
“my mind could not rest: the language denotes the absence of inner tranquility…I did 
not find my brother Titus there: on his way back to Paul with news of the Corinthian 
situation” Bruce 187 
 

C. A fragrance of Jesus 
 
1. Jesus followers are captives in His victory parade 2:14  
 
2. We radiate knowledge of God through Jesus like a fragrance 
2:14-16 
‘Here the fragrance …is the knowledge of God spread abroad by the apostles in the 
gospel: Christ himself is the embodiment of that knowledge. The figurative language 
used in various rabbinical documents of the Torah is here used of Christ; he, not the 
Torah, is ‘the embodiment of knowledge and truth’ (Rom. 2:20; cf. Col. 2:3) and the 
life-giving remedy against sin and death.” Bruce 187-8 
 

3. Our message brings joy to those who receive it and a sense of 
death to those who reject it and are therefore dying 
 “Entering Rome through the triumphal arch, the general [returning victorious 
after battle] and his entourage would lead their captives through the city to the Capito-
line hill. There, they would offer a sacrifice to Jupiter, the god who gave victory. After 
this, the prisoners of war would be executed. For the celebrants, the odor of the burn-
ing sacrifice was the aroma of triumph; for the doomed captives, it was the smell of 
death. 
 Paul pictures himself as a conquered slave of Christ whom ‘God always 
leads…in a triumphal procession’ (2 Cor. 2:14)…Adding another metaphor…, Paul 
also describes himself as the odor of a burning sacrifice…The apostle counts it a priv-
ilege to be held captive by Christ. He gladly offers his life as a sacrifice in honor of 
God.” Quast, Reading the Corinthian Correspondence Paulist 1994, 119-120.  
 “The preaching of the cross is an offense to both Jewish and Gentile minds, 
but to the ones called, it is the power of God (1 Cor. 1:23f)…. 

“Who is sufficient for these things?...Who is qualified for a paradoxical min-
istry like this?...The answer he intends his readers to give is this: No one….Yet…Paul 
is abundantly qualified…because God has called him and qualified him (see 2 Cor. 
3:4-6…).” Shillington, Believers Church Bible Commentary: 2 Corinthians Herald 
1998, 66-7 

Message Outline continued 


