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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Peace Sunday—November 10, 2019 
 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                         

Video                                “An Open Door” 

Scripture Reading            Matthew 10:1-22                             

Testimony                                                                           

Message              “The Nonviolent Power of Love”                      Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                       

 

 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am.  
Adult classes: 
1. Networking class in the basement 
2. Regular class in the church office  
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 ”I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving   

be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 NIV  
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Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, November 14—Quilting for MCC group from 10:00am til 12 noon 
in the church basement. Come cut squares, iron, sew, or visit! 
 
Next Sunday, November 17—You are welcome to Crossroads at 9:45am for 
our worship service followed by Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult 
at 11:15am. 
 
Thursday, November 21—Vision Board Meeting at the church at 7:30pm. 
 
Wednesday, November 27—Membership Meeting at Crossroads at 7:30pm. 
This meeting will be focused on the upcoming pastoral transition. There 
will be time to process this change together, as well as time for prayer. We all 
play a part in making this transition a success, and everyone is encouraged to 
come and participate in this conversation! 
 
Marvin Dyck is away from the office this week 
 
Your help is needed! The church access ramp is used by many people in our 
church. Please sign up for two or three times this winter to shovel the 
snow off the ramp. It can be done Saturday or early Sunday morning, depend-
ing when it snows. If you are lucky, there may not even be any fresh snow the 
week you signed up for! Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 
The new Crossroads contact directory has been printed and is in mailbox-
es now. If you notice an error/change/addition is needed, please contact Karis 
to include in the bulletin. 
 
Christmas Gift Ideas! Are there people on your Christmas gift list for whom 
you don’t know what to buy? Today, you will find in your church mailbox a 
gift catalogue from MCC (Mennonite Central Committee). These are gift 
ideas that invest in the lives of other people in meaningful ways. If the catalogue 
doesn’t connect with you, please lay it on the info table beside the mailboxes so 
that someone else can pick it up and use it. Happy shopping! 
 
Union Gospel Mission's "Family Life Center" sees many kids but has consistent 
interaction with around 15 kids ages 5-12 (mostly 8-9) yrs old. As a part of 
Crossroads Sunday school offering project we would like to help UGM 
give these kids a gift at Christmas time. As such we will collect un-
wrapped toys in the bin at the front of the sanctuary until Dec. 15th. 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Our annual “Gifts 
for Jesus” Christmas Eve service will take place on Monday, Dec. 24 at 6:30pm 
at Crossroads. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please 
call Marvin or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in our worship 
time this Christmas Eve. 
 
Now hiring! CCMBC Legacy Fund has an immediate opening for a full-time 
Client Representative to work in our Winnipeg office. Information regarding the 
job can be found at jobs.mbherald.com  

Crossroads Information 

Author, Tshaukuesh Elizabeth Penashue is an Innu Elder, activist, great-
grandmother and long-time partner of MCC from Sheshatshiu, Labrador. She 
will be in Winnipeg, along with her daughter Kanani, to celebrate the launch of 
her book Nitinikiau Innusi: I Keep the Land Alive. Come hear her sto-
ry at McNally Robinson on Sunday, November 10 at 3pm* (note new start 
time)  
 
This week, 11,000 scientists from 153 countries stated that our world faces a 
climate emergency. How can our faith convictions guide our response and 
ground us in hope? The Rev’d Dr. David Widdicombe (Rector, St. Margaret’s 
Anglican Church) will address this vital question in a lecture entitled “And His 
Hands Prepared the Dry Land: A political theology of climate 
change”. Gordon Zerbe, CMU Professor of New Testament, will offer a re-
sponse and Steve Bell will moderate and sing as part of the even-
ing. Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7:00 PM, Marpeck Commons. See cmu.ca/events. 
 
Employment Opportunity: CMU-The university is seeking a person committed 
to CMU’s mission and with strong capacities to work with data management 
systems that undergird constituency relationships and fundraising initiatives. 
Check out the job description at cmu.ca/employment. 
 
Students, take note of Open House Opportunities at CMU: 
Nov. 14, 5:30 – 9:00 PM Music Open House for students in grade 11 & 12, 
including campus tour, music workshops, student showcases, conversations 
with faculty. 
Nov. 15, 8:45 AM – 3:00 PM Discover Outtatown | An Off-Campus Campus 
Visit Day. Go on an adventure and learning experience in Winnipeg and get a 
taste of the Outtatown program.  
Nov. 22, 8:45 AM – 3:00 PM Campus Visit Day. Come discover all that CMU 
has to offer. Explore the campus, meet with faculty, sit in on a class, and more. 
 
MCC Manitoba is looking for a Maintenance Services Contractor at 159 Hen-
derson Highway. They will provide oversight for the general maintenance of the 
office, Sam's Place and related equipment. These services are on con-
tract. Application deadline is November 14. Please email Josue at jos-
uefigueroa@mccmb.ca  
 



"It is interesting and relevant to note that just before their destruction Sodom and Go-
morrah had been guilty of a grave and vicious breach of the laws of hospitality 
(Genesis 19:1-11). They, too, had reject-ed the messengers of God. But, even at their 
worst, Sodom and Gomorrah had never had the opport-unity to reject the message of 
Christ and his Kingdom. That is why it would be easier for them at the last than for the 
towns and villages of Galilee; for it is always true that the greater the privilege has been 
the greater the responsibility is." Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Matthew, Vol. 1, Welch 
1975, 371 
 

4. The warning to apprentices: Expect hostility 10:17, 22 
You will be hated by everyone because of me…. 10:22 

"A real difficulty was the position of slaves in the Christian Church. In the 
Roman Empire there were 60,000,000 slaves. It was always one of the terrors of the 
Empire that these slaves might rise in revolt. If the structure of the Empire was to re-
main intact they must be kept in their place; nothing must be done by anyone to encour-
age them to rebel, or the consequences might be terrible beyond imagining. 
 "Now the Christian Church made no attempt to free the slaves, or to condemn 
slavery; but it did, within the church at least, treat the slaves as equals....It is a notable 
fact that, although there were thousands of slaves in the Christian Church, the inscrip-
tion slave is never met with in the Roman Christian tombs. 
 “Worse than that, it was perfectly possible for a slave to hold high office in the 
Christian Church. In the early second century two bishops of Rome, Callistus and Pius, 
had been slaves. And it was not uncommon for elders and deacons to be slaves. 
 “And still worse, in A.D. 220 Callistus, who, as we have seen, had been a 
slave, declared that henceforth the Christian Church would sanction the marriage of a 
highborn girl to a freed man, a  marriage which was in fact illegal under Roman law, 
and, therefore, not a marriage at all. 
 “In its treatment of slaves the Christian Church must necessarily have seemed 
to the Roman authorities a force which was disrupting the very basis of civilization, and 
threatening the very existence of the Empire by giving slaves a position which they 
should never have had, as Roman law saw it." Barclay 377  
 

5. Their strategy and protection facing hostility: be like a sheep, a 
snake, a dove  
I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 
and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local 
councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 10:16-17 
 "Sheep in the midst of wolves are in constant danger, and have no capacity for 
self-defence; they depend on the shepherd (cf. Jn. 10:12-15)....Jesus did not envisage 
his people as a power-group. But they are not to be like sheep in their attitude. Their 
vulnerable position demands that they be wise (...'sensible', 'prudent'; it is the word 
used...for the 'cunning' of the serpent in Gn. 3:1). Cf. Luke 16:1-8 with its commenda-
tion of the 'prudence'...of the steward. Christians are not to be gullible simpletons. But 
neither are they to be rogues. Innocent is literally 'unmixed', i.e. pure, transparent; it 
demands not naivety, but an irreproachable honesty. The balance of prudence and puri-
ty will enable Christians both to survive and to fulfil their mission to the world." 
France, 181-2. 
“Matt. 10:16 refers to [the snake’s], caution in avoiding danger….” Vine, Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words Zondervan 1952, “Serpent”. “Knowing 
[persecution] will happen, Jesus’ witnesses should be shrewd enough to avoid their 
persecutors where possible (wise as serpents; cf. v. 23a).  
 
Message outline continued next page…. 

The Non-Violent Power of Love 
Matthew 10:1-22 

 
1. Jesus’ apprentices’ mission was first to "the people of Israel: God's 
lost sheep" 10:5 NLT but later to everyone 10:18; 28:18-20; France, Tyndale 
New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerdmans 1985177, 181 "...the people of Isra-
el...are being compared to lost sheep. Thus the phrase can be rendered 'the people of 
Israel who are like lost sheep.'" Newman & Stine, A Handbook on the Gospel of Mat-
thew UBS 1988, 288 
 “The first-century Jewish community in the Holy Land was occupied and op-
pressed by the Romans….At the time of Jesus much of the land was owned by foreign-
ers who controlled huge estates. Local farmers were obliged to rent land and were often 
treated unfairly…. 

“Any prophet who wants to talk about sin and salvation [Matt. 1:21] with a 
community under occupation already has these words defined for him or her. The con-
cept of sin is shaped by what people are enduring from their oppressors, and the word 
salvation is used to express their longing to be free from that oppression….An oppressed 
community perceives its own faults as dwarfed by the enormity of what it is suffering 
from others. Any discussion of its sins will be heard as belittling the harsh world in 
which they live. It takes a brave man or woman to tell the community that it needs salva-
tion from its sins.” Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes Intervarsity, 2008, 48-9 
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Fa-
ther except through me. John 14:6 
 

2. Their message and activity: “In Jesus, God’s rule has arrived on 
earth!”  
As you go, proclaim this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 10:7-8 
 “…with the arrival of Jesus in Galilee the kingdom of God had become a pre-
sent reality. In the beneficent and merciful ministry of teaching and healing exercised by 
Him the powers of evil were being broken, and men and women were coming to experi-
ence the reign of God.” Tasker, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Matthew Eerd-
mans, 1961, 57 
 “For [Matthew] Jesus is the true king: in 2:2 he presents him as the real king of 
the Jews (in contrast with Herod)….And the Gospel reaches its climax in the declaration 
of Jesus’ universal sovereignty (28:18)….But that kingship, even in the Old Testament, 
was only a delegated one. The true king is God himself….The mission of Jesus was to 
establish God’s kingship.” France, 45. 
 "Their mission consists of both preaching and healing; the two go together as 
complementary aspects of the announcement of the kingdom of heaven....The healing 
activity of Jesus and his disciples was more than kindness; it was itself a part of the 
proclamation of God's kingdom (cf. 12:28)....The words they are to preach are the same 
as those of Jesus in 4:17, and the acts of healing listed in v. 8 cover practically all the 
types of Jesus' healing miracles recorded in chapters 8 and 9....their mission is an exten-
sion of his, for which they are vested with his authority." France, 178-9 
 

3. The warning: God’s Judgment if you reject this message 10:14-15 
If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town 
and shake the dust off your feet. Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sod-
om and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 10:14-15 

Message Outline 



At the same time, they should live in such a way that their conduct testifies in 
their favor if they are apprehended innocent as doves; cf. Romans 16:19; 1 Peter 3:14-
16). …Jesus’ messengers are assured that judicial hearings provide an opportunity to 
bear witness (v. 18), that the Holy Spirit will guide them in their testimony (vv. 19-20), 
and that those who endure suffering now will enjoy salvation at the end (v. 22).” Gard-
ner, Believers Church Bible Commentary: Matthew Herald 1991, 176 
 

6. Be gentle like a dove. God loves the oppressor too. Trust His    
methods 10:18  
 “Jesus’ ultimate conquest is not by a final show of force, but by sacrificing his 
own life and trusting God to vindicate him. Thus he destroys the power of evil through 
the greater power of good (Matt. 20:25-28; John 10:10-11; Rom. 12:21…). 
 “Jesus defeated Satan and Satan’s hosts by his own superior authority and 
strength. But Jesus never overpowered Satan’s victims; instead, he freed, healed and 
restored them to life. He never used force against those who were deceived by (or even 
inhabited by) Satan (Luke 22:3). Instead, he allowed them to put him to death, and by 
his willing sacrifice of himself, defeated Satan, the real enemy (Heb.2:14-15).” Geddert, 
Believers Church Bible Commentary: Mark Herald, 2001, 54 
 

7. You can be both a wary serpent and a gentle dove at the same time 
 “It is pretty difficult to imagine a single person having, simultaneously, the char-
acteristics of the serpent and the dove, but this is what Jesus expects. We must combine 
the toughness of the serpent and the softness of the dove, a tough mind and a tender 
heart. 
 “Let us consider, first, the need for a tough mind, characterized by incisive 
thinking, realistic appraisal, and decisive judgment…. 
 “…But [t]he gospel also demands a tender heart. Toughmindedness without 
tender-heartedness is cold and detached, leaving one’s life in a perpetual winter devoid 
of the warmth of spring and the gentle heat of summer. What is more tragic than to see a 
person who has risen to the disciplined heights of toughmindedness but has at the same 
time sunk to the passionless depths of hardheartedness?... 
 “…Jesus reminds us that the good life combines the toughness of the serpent 
and the tenderness of the dove. To have serpentlike qualities devoid of dovelike qualities 
is to be passionless, mean, and selfish. To have dovelike without serpentlike qualities is 
to be sentimental, anaemic, and aimless…. 
 “…A third way is open to our quest for freedom, namely, non-violent resistance, 
that combines toughmindedness and tender-heartedness and avoids the complacency and 
do-nothingness of the softminded and the violence and bitterness of the hardheart-
ed….Through non-violent resistance we shall be able to oppose the unjust system and at 
the same time love the perpetrators of the system.” M.L. King, Jr., Strength to Love, 
Fortress Press, 1981, 9-15 
 “I would not conclude without applying the meaning of the text to the nature of 
God. The greatness of our God lies in the fact that he is both toughminded and tender-
hearted. He has qualities both of austerity and of gentleness. The Bible, always clear in 
stressing both attributes of God, expresses his toughmindedness in his justice and wrath 
and his tender-heartedness in his love and grace. God has two outstretched arms. One is 
strong enough to surround us with justice, and one is gentle enough to embrace us with 
grace. On the one hand, God is a God of justice who punished Israel for her wayward 
deeds, and on the other hand, he is a forgiving father whose heart was filled with unut-
terable joy when the prodigal returned home.” King, 15 

Message Outline Continued 


