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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—December 1, 2019 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                      Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                  

Scripture Reading                   Luke 1:5-45, 57-80               

‘Keening for the Dawn”                                                                   Steve Bell 

Message   “Waiting for God: The Other Christmas Birth Story”  Marvin Dyck 

The Lord’s Supper                                           

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                               

 

Everyone is invited to the sanctuary at 12 noon today for a 
potluck luncheon. At about 1:00pm, everyone will make 

their way over to Catherine Place to sing Christmas carols 
with the residents there! 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am.  
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants  
forever; his kingdom will never end.”  

Luke 1:30-33 
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Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, December 5—Quilting for MCC group from 10:00am til 12 noon in 
the church basement. Come cut squares, iron, sew, or visit! The Christmas wind
-up brunch will take place Thursday, December 12 at 10am. 
 
Sunday, December 15—Crossroads Annual Christmas Sunday School 
Program at 9:45am followed by Christmas snacks. Please bring a plate of 
Christmas finger-food snacks to share (nut-free) 
 
Christmas Eve: What gift would you like to give to Jesus? Our annual “Gifts for 
Jesus” Christmas Eve service will take place on Monday, Dec. 24 at 6:30pm 
at Crossroads. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? Please 
call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus 
in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
Crossroads Sunday School Project—Union Gospel Mission's "Family Life 
Center" sees many kids but has consistent interaction with around 15 kids ages 
5-12 (mostly 8-9) yrs old. As a part of Crossroads Sunday school offering pro-
ject we would like to help UGM give these kids a gift at Christmas time. As such 
we will collect unwrapped toys in the bin at the front of the sanctuary until 
Dec. 15th. 
 
Did you know that your contribution to the Crossroads budget supports 6 
missionaries? Our mission budget supports Sandra Plett, Jen Schmidt, Cory 
and Masami Giesbrecht, and Lloyd and Carol Letkemen. Please give generous-
ly this season so we can meet our financial commitments to missions and many 
other areas this season. 
 
Crossroads version of the Great Winter Warm-Up—an MCC comforter-
making event, will take place at Crossroads on Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 
10am til about 2pm! We will enjoy a Potluck lunch and no sewing skill is re-
quired. MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 comforters that day! Mark your calendars 
now. 
 

 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

Our Daily Bread free devotional booklet for Dec/Jan/Feb and the Multiply 
Daily Prayer Guide are available on the foyer countertop. 
 
You’re invited to ‘Home for Christmas’ with Rosemary Siemens and The 
Sweet Sound Revival,  straight off the stage from Nashville’s iconic Grand 
Ole Opry! Admission is free with a freewill offering to support the work Gener-
ation Rising is doing to build Christian schools in Latin America. Sunday, Dec. 
1st at the N. Kildonan MB Church, 1315 Gateway Rd. Doors open at 5:30pm 
with the concert starting at 6:30pm. 
 
The CMU Festival Chorus will perform Handel's Messiah together with the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and soloists on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 PM 
at the Centennial Concert Hall. See https://wso.ca. 
 
Union Gospel Mission is in immediate need of cutlery!  The most urgent 
need is for a lot of forks, but we are also in need of table spoons and tea-
spoons. Can you help?  Donations can be dropped off at 320 Princess St. 

Crossroads Christmas Project: Let's help alleviate homelessness in  
St. Boniface!  We will be supporting Morberg House, a 12-bed transitional resi-
dence for men overcoming homelessness, addiction and mental health chal-
lenges. The house provides a high-support, congregate living environment 
where residents share common areas, eat together and take on household 
responsibilities. The house currently feeds 16 men and this Christmas, Cross-
roads will be supporting them by providing an Italian Feast!  
How you can participate: bring spaghetti, pasta sauce, cans of tomatoes, 
and dried or canned beans to church during Advent. On the final Sunday 
we will collect veggies to add to the feast - watch for our next announce-
ment! 

Advent with Steve Bell 
            A key resource this year is Steve Bell’s Pilgrim Year Series: Advent 
Novalis, 2018. He writes, “Advent simply means ‘to come’… Christians have 
traditionally set aside this liturgical season to anticipate the coming of Christ. 
Advent is a season of attentive waiting… 
            “When I started to attend to the Advent season, I was surprised at the 
themes present in the ancient writings. Traditionally, Advent was not the gid-
dy season of festive parties and garish décor we have come to know. The 
more rooted Advent tradition was a preparation for the return of Christ, not a 
mere preparation for Christmas celebrations. Indeed, there was an element 
of festive joy, but it was also a sober season (almost Lent-ish) that began 
with sustained attention to our deepest longings and the assumptions, valid 
or vain, which those longings might indicate. It was a time of penitent reflec-
tion about the many inordinate attachments and affections we have given 
ourselves to – those ill-discerned commitments that prevent us from fully at-
taching to Christ” (Bell, 15-17). 



“In Luke’s Gospel I have identified twenty-seven cases in the text of the pair-
ing of men and women. These begin with the angel who appears to the man Zechariah 
(Lk 1:5-20) and to Mary (Lk 1:26-36).” Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes 
InterVarsity, 2008, 194-5 

 
4. Your discouraged lack of faith in the God you follow does not pre-
vent His gift at the time of His choosing 1:11-20 See also Genesis 
17:17; 18: 10-15 
‘…he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’  1:17 
Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my 
wife is well along in years.’ 
The angel said to him, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent 
and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at their appointed time.’ 1:18-20 
As you do not know the path of the wind, 
Or how the body is formed in a mother’s womb, 
So you cannot understand the work of God, 
The Maker of all things. Ecclesiastes 11:5. See also 3:11. 
 

5. God’s gift may not play out as you expect 1:67-79 
 “Luke 1:14-17, the angel’s prophecy to Zechariah, clarifies several things about 
John. (1) He will be a prophetic figure ‘filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his moth-
er’s womb,’ who wil work in ‘the spirit and power of Elijah.’ (2) He will go before the 
Lord. (3) He will ‘make ready for the Lord a people prepared.’ 
 “A hymn attributed to the Spirit-filled Zechariah (1:68-79…)…falls into two 
parts: vss. 68-75, 76-79. Part one is a blessing of God (cf. 2 Cor 1:3-4; Eph 1:3-14). The 
reasons God is praised are two. First, he has been faithful to his promise to David (cf. 1 
Sam 7:11b-16) by raising up a Davidic king (vss. 68b-70; cf. 1:32-33; 2:4). The result of 
this is Israel’s salvation from her enemies (vs. 71). Second, God has also been faithful to 
his promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1-2, 15; cf. Luke 1:55; Romans 4). This will allow 
God’s people to serve him all of their days without fear (vss. 72-75). In vss. 68-75, then, 
Jesus is understood as the fulfillment both of God’s promise to Abraham and of his 
promise to David. It is this faithfulness of God to his word that elicits Zechariah’s praise 
(cf. 2 Cor 1:18-20). Part two is a prediction concerning John the Baptist’s future work. 
(1) He will be called the ‘prophet of the Most High.” (2) He will ‘go before the 
Lord.’ (3) He will prepare the way of the Lord (cf. Mal 3:1; 4:5-6).” Talbert, Reading 
Luke Crossroad 1986, 28 
“[Luke 1:68-71] is exactly what the people want to hear. The Messiah will drive out the 
Roman oppressors and ceremonially defiled Gentiles from their midst. God, through the 
Messiah, will save them from their enemies, and from the hand of all who hate them. 
 “But then Zechariah continues in Luke 1:76-77 with a few words about his son, 
John, and says: 
 For you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
To give knowledge of salvation to his people 
In the forgiveness of their sins. (italics added)_ 
  
Message outline continued next page…. 

Waiting for God: The Other Christmas Birth Story 
Luke 1:5-45, 57-80 

 
1. What gift do you want from God? What have you done to get it? 
“My father, a prison chaplain for most of his life, did a lot of work in addictions counsel-
ling. He and his colleagues came to understand that the drive behind most addictions was 
an acute longing for transcendence – for a profound and intimate connection to the Holy 
One who is wholly other – in short, for God. All of our strivings, appetite and desires, all 
of our ambitions, rituals and even friendships are, in some recessed way, fueled by an 
innate longing to return to the One who comes to us, and who meets us in Christ.” Steve 
Bell, Pilgrim Year: Advent Novalis 2018, 23 

‘Keening for the Dawn,”Steve Bell & Malcolm Guite at h�ps://pilgrimyear.com/

advent/ 
 

2. A healthy relationship with God is no guarantee you’ll get what you 
want, but it’s still the right start 1:5-7, 25 
Zechariah…[and] Elizabeth…were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the 
Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were childless, because Eliza-
beth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 1:6-7 See 1:25 ‘my dis-
grace among the people’ 
“Over the life of the married couple there hung a great sorrow. Although already far ad-
vanced in age, they were still childless…However sore their affliction was, they neverthe-
less (verse 6) did not allow the disappointed hope to embitter their lives and to estrange 
them from God. They nobly accepted the trial with inward resignation and persevered 
faithfully in the service of God.” Geldenhuys, New International Commentary on the New 
Testament: Luke Eerdmans2002, 62 
 “The Jewish Rabbis said that seven people were excommunicated from God and 
the list began, ‘A Jew who has no wife, or a Jew who has a wife and who ha no child.” 
Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Luke Welch, 1975, 10. 
 “’righteous’, i.e. he who lives and acts according to the will of God as expressed 
in his law, and wins his favour…” Reiling & Swellengrebel, A Translator’s Handbook on 
the Gospel of Luke United Bible Societies, 1971, 18 
 “When Paul said [in Ephesians 5:18] to be filled with the Spirit, he was not com-
manding us to sit around passively and wait for something to be poured into us. The Holy 
Spirit has already been poured. If you are a believer, you have already been filled with the 
Holy Spirit the way the men and women in Acts were filled. He has taken up permanent 
residence in your heart. You have all of Him you are ever going to get. The question is: 
How much of you does he have? 
 “That is Paul’s point in Ephesians 5:18. He was calling for total surrender to the 
gentle – yet firm – promptings of the Holy Spirit.” C. Stanley, The Wonderful Spirit Filled 
Life Nelson, 1992, 45-6.. 
 

3. God might meet you at work 1:8-11, 39-45 or at a celebration 1:57-
64 
 “Jesus selected images and created parables with a deliberate concern to com-
municate his message to his women listeners on as deep a level as to his male followers…
Furthermore, this deep concern on the part of their Master was not missed by the record-
ers and editors of the tradition. 

Message Outline 



 “Suddenly the tables are turned. Now the community’s problem is not merely 
‘those who hate us’ but that they are declared to be in need of deliverance from their 
own sins. The oppressed are also sinners! A Savior for sinners is a Savior for all, be-
cause all are sinners.” Bailey, 50-51 
 “We must be clear about one thing regarding forgiveness. It is not so much 
the remission of penalty as the restoration of a relationship.” Barclay 19 
What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! 
Just look at it – we’re called children of God! 
That’s who we really are. 
But that’s also why the world doesn’t recognize us or take us seriously, 
because it has no idea who he is or what he’s up to. 1 John 3:1, The Mes-
sage 
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 
him. On reaching the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you will not fall 
into temptation.’ He withdrew about a stone’s throw from them, knelt 
down and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 
not my will, but yours be done.’ An angel from heaven appeared to him 
and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, 
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. ‘Why are you sleeping?’ he asked them. 
‘Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.’ 22:39-46 
 
 
 

Message Outline continued 


