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 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 

 
231 Kitson St.,  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2H 0Z4               
Phone: 233-8435 

e-mail: office@crossroadsmb.ca 
Website: www.crossroadsmb.ca 

Pastor couple: 
Marvin & Edith Dyck 

Pastor’s Office: 170 Marion St. 
Phone: 253-9685 

e-mail: pastor@crossroadsmb.ca 
Monday to Thursday  
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Apprentice:  

Stefan Klassen  
Office: 1310 Taylor Ave.  

Phone: 204-669-6575 ext. 224  
Cell: 204-998-2457 

email: stefan.a.k.klassen@gmail.com  
 

 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—December 8, 2019 
 

 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                         

Song                                            “Kindness”                                   Steve Bell 

Scripture                               John 10:1-30 (video) 

Message             “Saint Nicholas and the Good Shepherd”         Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                                   

 

 
 

 
Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult begin at 11:15am.  
This will be the last Sunday School until Sunday, January 12, 2020. 
 
Choir Practice in the sanctuary at 11:15am. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 “
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they  
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall  

never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  

 
I and the Father are one.”   

John 10:27-30 
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Today at Crossroads 



Wednesday, December 11-Vision Board Meeting at the church at 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday, December 12—Quilting for MCC group Christmas wind-up brunch 
from 10:00am til 12 noon. This will be the last meeting until Thursday, Jan. 9, 
2020! 
 
Sunday, December 15—Crossroads Annual Christmas Sunday School 
Program at 9:45am followed by Christmas snacks. Please bring a plate of 
Christmas finger-food snacks to share (nut-free) 
 
Tuesday, December 24—Christmas Eve Service - ‘A Gift for Jesus’ at 
6:30pm at the church. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? 
Please call Marvin or email him with the gift you want to give to Jesus in our 
worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
You are invited to Crossroads from 4:00 – 8:00pm, Dec 25 for a Christmas 
Day potluck meal, carol singing and games. Turkey, mashed potatoes and 
stuffing will be provided. Please bring other food to share. Feel free to bring 
friends who would enjoy meeting other people on Christmas Day. 
For more information talk to Carol and Rich or Karen and Dan  
 

Crossroads Sunday School Project—Union Gospel Mission's "Family Life 
Center" sees many kids but has consistent interaction with around 15 kids ages 
5-12 (mostly 8-9) yrs old. As a part of Crossroads Sunday school offering pro-
ject we would like to help UGM give these kids a gift at Christmas time. As such 
we will collect unwrapped toys in the bin at the front of the sanctuary until 
Dec. 15th. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in last Sunday’s potluck and caroling at 
Ca 

Crossroads Information 

Do you start to have a racing heart yourself when you hear a call for medi-
cal help? January 11, Crossroads will host a St John's Ambulance train-
ing session: "Basic (Emergency) First Aid including CPR Level C and 
AED" from 8:30-4:30. This will also teach you how to use the new AED that 
has been purchased for the church. The course is $93 per person. We need a 
minimum of 10 and a maximum of 18, so please let Karla know as soon as pos-
sible whether you are a) interested, and b) a firm commitment or tentative.  
 
Crossroads version of the Great Winter Warm-Up—an MCC comforter-
making event, will take place at Crossroads on Saturday, January 18, 2020 
from 10am til about 2pm! We will enjoy a Potluck lunch and no sewing skill is 
required. MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 comforters from N. America that day! 
Mark your calendars now. 
 
Did you know that your contribution to the Crossroads budget supports 6 
missionaries? Our mission budget supports Sandra Plett, Jen Schmidt, Cory 
and Masami Giesbrecht, and Lloyd and Carol Letkemen. Please give generous-
ly this season so we can meet our financial commitments to missions and many 
other areas this season. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklet for Dec/Jan/Feb and the Multiply Dai-
ly Prayer Guide are available on the foyer countertop. 
 
Job Opportunity at MBCI—Math Teaching Position (Term, Full Time, Febru-
ary 3, 2020 - March 13, 2020) -see poster on bulletin board for more details. 
 
MDS Inspiring Story! Roxy and Lupe Sanchez of Bloomington, TX lost their 
home to Hurricane Harvey in 2017. They took what remained of their belong-
ings and moved in to a garage. When the garage burned to the ground, they 
lost everything.   
By August 2018, MDS volunteers had built them a new home. Since then, Roxy 
and Lupe have been paying it forward. Roxy has cooked about one meal a 
week for the MDS volunteers continuing to work in the community. Lupe, who is 
a registered electrician, has been doing the electrical work in other homes MDS 
works on in the area. 
The presence and hard work of MDS volunteers renewed Roxy and Lupe's be-
lief in God and they are now more devoted to their faith. We are grateful for the 
ways so many volunteers and donors come together to make stories like this 
possible.   
 
All are invited to attend CMU Christmas Vespers on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 7:00 
PM in the Laudamus Auditorium. Sara Jane Schmidt will lead the choir and 
Cheryl Pauls will be the reader. A reception will follow. See cmu.ca/vespers. 

Crossroads Christmas Project: Let's help alleviate homelessness in  
St. Boniface!  We will be supporting Morberg House, a 12-bed transitional resi-
dence for men overcoming homelessness, addiction and mental health chal-
lenges. The house provides a high-support, congregate living environment 
where residents share common areas, eat together and take on household 
responsibilities. The house currently feeds 16 men and this Christmas, Cross-
roads will be supporting them by providing an Italian Feast!  
How you can participate: bring spaghetti, pasta sauce, cans of tomatoes, 
and dried or canned beans to church during Advent. On the final Sunday 
we will collect veggies to add to the feast - watch for our next announce-
ment! 



 “All who claim to be caring for God’s flock but who did not enter into the sheep-
fold through the door which is Christ Himself - all, in other words, who hold out before 
men and women the prospect of a higher and better life apart from the necessity of re-
demption through the blood of Jesus, are deceivers, spiritual charlatans depriving men of 
the salvation that might otherwise be theirs.”  Tasker, Tyndale: John Eerdmans 1960 p.128 
 

2. I am the Good Shepherd:  
a) I know my sheep by name, and they know me 10:3-5, 14, 16 

“Constant vigilance, fearless courage, patient love for his flock, were the necessary char-
acteristics of the shepherd.” Barclay 53.  “An intimate relation binds together shepherd 
and sheep. ...It is rooted in the intimate relationship between the Father and the Son ...That 
means there are no strangers in the flock, none who should feel that he or she is unrecog-
nized.  Each knows and is known.”  Cousar, Texts for Preaching: Year B 1993 Knox 305 
 

b) I voluntarily die for my sheep 10:11, 15, 17-18  
 “To the shepherd it was the most natural thing to risk his life in defence of his 
flock. Sometimes the shepherd had … to lay it down, perhaps when thieves and robbers 
came to despoil the flock.” Barclay 61 

          “…in this Gospel, no one takes Jesus’ life; he gives it (10:18) when his hour comes 
(12:23).” Craddock, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year C Trinity 1994 p.247 
 “Jesus is clearly not a reluctant victim of scheming opposition.” Cousar, 305 
 

3. I am God 10:30-33 
 “I and the Father are one (10:30) ... presents a powerful claim to deity.  Here the 
status of Jesus is simply understood as equivalent to that of the Father’s.   Both Father and 
Son are bound in a oneness where each is definitely distinct yet mutually qualified ....” 
Bystrom 172-3    
 

4. I prove who I am by doing God’s work 10:21, 25, also 37-8 
 “[T]he constant appeal for proof of the Christian message is to ‘the works.’ The 
‘works’ refer in the first instance to the ministry of Jesus, but since Jesus commissioned 
the church to do what he did and even more (14:12),… the modern church could [not] 
make its case by appealing solely to the wonderful things Jesus did back then. It remains 
the burden to continue the line of argument attributed here to Jesus, and to say to all crit-
ics and detractors: ‘If you do not believe our words, believe the works that we do.’ The 
question is, would this be a convincing argument?” Craddock Knox Preaching Guides 81    
Then Jesus… said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you.’ Matthew 28:18-20 
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me...17:23  
 “In true community even the opponent, the antagonist, is prized.” Augsburger, 
Anger and Assertiveness in Pastoral Care Fortress 1979 p. 81 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after or-
phans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world. James 1:27 
 “During Advent, those of us who claim the Christian story as our own, and who 
hope to reclaim the true meaning of Christmas, may want to redouble our efforts on be-
half of the disenfranchised and vulnerable poor. 
 “Perhaps we might join hands with…saint Nick, to embody, with our actions, one 
of the great mysteries of the Incarnation: 
 Christ not only comes to us, but through us.” Steve Bell, “The Feast of Saint 
Nicholas of Myra,” Pilgrim Year: Advent Novalis 2018, 31 
 

Saint Nicholas and the Good Shepherd 
John 10:1-30 

 
“Kindness,” Steve Bell, words & music by Brian McLaren, words adapted from the poem 
“Christ Has No Body” by Teresa of Avila, www.pilgrimyear.com/songs:Advent Chapter 3 
 “In this parable Jesus spoke about two kinds of sheep-folds. In the villages and 
towns … there were communal sheepfolds where all the village flocks were sheltered 
when they returned home at night. These folds were protected by a strong door of which 
only the guardian of the door held the key. It was to that kind of fold Jesus referred in 
verses 2 and 3. But when the sheep were out on the hills in the warm season and did not 
return at night to the village at all, they were collected into sheep-folds on the hillside. 
These hillside sheep-folds were just open spaces enclosed by a wall. In them there was an 
opening by which the sheep came in and went out; but there was no door of any kind. … 
At night the shepherd himself lay down across the opening and no sheep could get out or 
in except over his body. In the most literal sense the shepherd was the door.” Barclay, 
Daily Study Bible: John vol. 2, Welch 1975 p. 58 
 “The relationship between sheep and shepherd is quite different in Palestine.… [I]
n Palestine the sheep are often with the shepherd for years and often they have names by 
which the shepherd calls them…. In Palestine the shepherd went in front [to see that the 
path was safe] and the sheep followed.” Barclay 56 

For the story of Nicholas of Myra, see h�ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas 
 

1. I am the Gate:  
a) I am the path to eternal life 10:9, 28 
I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.’ 10:9 New Living Translation 
I give [my sheep] eternal life, and they shall never perish…’ 10:28 New Living Trans-
lation 

 “The repetition of the phrase ‘I am the gate’ (10:7,9) places emphasis on the ex-
clusiveness of Jesus as the way to eternal life.”  Cousar, Texts for Preaching:  Year A 289 
 “Through [Jesus], and through him alone, men find access to God. ... He is the 
door through whom alone entrance to God becomes possible for men. 
 “... To be able to come and go unmolested was the Jewish way of describing a life 
that is absolutely secure and safe.  When a man can go in and out without fear, it means 
that his country is at peace, that the forces of law and order are supreme, and that he enjoys 
perfect security. ... Once a man discovers, through Jesus Christ, what God is like, a new 
sense of safety and of security enters into life.  If life is known to be in the hands of a God 
like that, the worries and the fears are gone.”  Barclay 58-9        
 

b) Anyone who does not go through me is a thief and robber 10:1, 7-10 
‘…anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the 
gate, must surely be a thief and a robber!... I am the gate for the sheep,’ [Jesus] said. 
‘All others who came before me were thieves and robbers…. The thief’s purpose is to 
steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.’10:1,7-8,10NLT 
“[‘Thieves and robbers’ in v. 8] would include any leaders … who had taken advantage of 
the people God had placed in their care; it would also include the false Messianic pretend-
ers, as well as the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ own day. ‘Thieves’ and ‘robbers’ are 
the same words used in verse one.” Newman & Nida, Handbook on the Gospel of John 
USB 1980, 327 

“[All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers (v. 8)] is a strong declaration, 
couched in negative terms, that all truth is now present in the incarnate Lord.”  Hunter, 
Cambridge Bible Commentary: John Cambridge 1979, p. 102  

Message Outline 


