
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church! 
 

Sunday—December 15, 2019 
 

 

Song                                                                                         Worship Team 

Opening prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Song                                                                                         Worship Team 

2-4 year old class            "Colours of Christmas" 

Christmas program         “Christmas by the Book”                      K-12 classes 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Scripture Reading                   Isaiah 11:1-10                         

Message      “Vegetarian Predators, a Child and the Messiah”   Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response                                                                    Worship Team 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                          

 

Following this mornings’ worship service,  
everyone is invited to enjoy Christmas treats  

in the sanctuary! 
 

 
 
 

Prayer in the church office beside the sanctuary at 9:15am this morning.  
All are welcome. 
 
There will be no Sunday School classes until Sunday, January 12, 2020! 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers in speech, 

in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”  
1 Timothy 4:12 

Today at Crossroads 



Sunday, December 22—You are invited to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am. 
 
Tuesday, December 24—Christmas Eve Service - ‘A Gift for Jesus’ at 
6:30pm at the church. Would you like to share a song? Poem? Story? Drama? 
Please call Marvin at 204-253-9685 or email him with the gift you want to give to 
Jesus in our worship time this Christmas Eve. 
 
Christmas Day-You are invited to Crossroads from 4:00 – 8:00pm, Decem-
ber 25 for a Christmas Day potluck meal, carol singing and games. Turkey, 
mashed potatoes and stuffing will be provided. Please bring other food to share. 
Feel free to bring friends who would enjoy meeting other people on Christmas 
Day. 
For more information talk to Carol and Rich  or Karen and Dan  
 

Crossroads Sunday School Project—Union Gospel Mission's "Family Life 
Center" sees many kids but has consistent interaction with around 15 kids ages 
5-12 (mostly 8-9) yrs old. As a part of Crossroads Sunday school offering pro-
ject we would like to help UGM give these kids a gift at Christmas time. As such 
we will collect unwrapped toys in the bin at the front of the sanctuary until 
TODAY. 
 
Do you start to have a racing heart yourself when you hear a call for medi-
cal help? January 11, Crossroads will host a St John's Ambulance training 
session: "Basic (Emergency) First Aid including CPR Level C and AED" 
from 8:30-4:30. This will also teach you how to use the new AED that has been 
purchased for the church. The course is $93 per person. We need a minimum of 
10 and a maximum of 18, so please let Karla (krbraun@mts.net) know as soon 
as possible whether you are a) interested, and b) a firm commitment or tenta-
tive.  
 
 
 

Crossroads Information 

Free 2020 Calendars on the foyer counter! Help yourself. These calendars 
were ordered by Crossroads treasurer for us, and have money-smart ideas to 
consider. 
 
Crossroads version of the Great Winter Warm-Up—an MCC comforter-
making event, will take place at Crossroads on Saturday, January 18, 2020 
from 10am til about 2pm! We will enjoy a Potluck lunch and no sewing skill is 
required. MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 comforters from N. America that day! 
Mark your calendars now. 
 
Our Daily Bread free devotional booklet for Dec/Jan/Feb and the Multiply Dai-
ly Prayer Guide are available on the foyer countertop. 
 
Job Opportunity at MBCI—Math Teaching Position (Term, Full Time, Febru-
ary 3, 2020 - March 13, 2020) -see poster on bulletin board for more details. 
 
All are invited to attend CMU Christmas Vespers on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 7:00 
PM in the Laudamus Auditorium. Sara Jane Schmidt will lead the choir and 
Cheryl Pauls will be the reader. A reception will follow. See cmu.ca/vespers. 
 
Travel. Learn. Serve. Consider CMU’s one year Outtatown Discipleship 
School and continue your journey towards knowing God, yourself and the 
world as you travel, learn and serve in locations across Western Canada and in 
Guatemala.  Read about current student experiences at outtatownguat.com. 
Apply now at Outtatown.com/become/apply. 
 
Consider enrolling in a CMU Winter term, evening course. Among other op-
tions consider Issues in Youth Ministry; Principles of Biblical Interpretation; The 
Fifties & Sixties in North America: Cold, Cool and Radical; and Art of Peace-
building…. Significantly reduced audit rates available for Alumni and Sen-
iors. Go to cmu.ca/timetable for details. 
 
THE DATE NIGHT TOUR, Clean Comedy For Couples! Feb. 4 in Winnipeg. 
Come prepared to laugh as comedians Andy Beningo, Mark Christopher Law-
rence, Joey I.L.O., Paul May and Leland Klassen create a night you won’t soon 
forget.  Plus enjoy a live game show as 5 women and 5 men battle on Date 
Night Feud.$15 General Admission $25 Gold Circle and $20 General Admis-
sion @ the door. See https://funandfaith.ca/event/the-datenight-tour-february-
2020/ 

Crossroads Christmas Project: Let's help alleviate homelessness in  
St. Boniface!  We will be supporting Morberg House, a 12-bed transitional resi-
dence for men overcoming homelessness, addiction and mental health chal-
lenges. The house provides a high-support, congregate living environment 
where residents share common areas, eat together and take on household 
responsibilities. The house currently feeds 16 men and this Christmas, Cross-
roads will be supporting them by providing an Italian Feast!  
How you can participate: bring spaghetti, pasta sauce, cans of tomatoes, 
and dried or canned beans to church during Advent. On the final Sunday 
we will collect veggies to add to the feast - watch for our next announce-
ment! 



 "The new possibilities depend on the wind, which the stump cannot withstand. 
That wind is blowing. Advent is our decision to trust the new wind against the hopeless 
stump of what has failed." Brueggemann, Texts 12 
Then God said, ‘…And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and 
all the creatures that move along the ground – everything that has the breath of life 
in it – I give every green plant for food.’ Genesis 1:29-30 
 “[T]here is a change in nature within the beasts themselves: cow and bear eat the same 
food, as do lion and ox….[T]he herbivoral nature of all the creatures points to Eden re-
stored (Gn. 1:29-30)…[I]n verse 8 the curse removed. The enmity between the woman’s 
seed and the serpent is gone (Gn. 3:15ab).” Motyer The Prophecy of Isaiah InterVarsity 
1993 124 See Hosea 4:1-3. 

“It is important that this vision of new creation in verses 6-8 is linked to verses 1
-5, even though it is not evident how they are related….The distortion of human relation-
ships is at the root of all distortions in creation. So in…Genesis 3, surely a backdrop for 
this lyrical vision, it is a human violation of God’s order that produced the enemies of 
nature….The real gain is that the…whole earth, all of creation will be full of the 
knowledge of Yahweh, the same knowledge given by the spirit in verse 2.” 
Brueggemann, Isaiah 102-103 “The holy God dwells with them, ungrieved, welcoming 
them to his holy mountain; they enter into personal and intimate communion with him, 
‘knowing the Lord’.” Motyer 125 
 

4. This ruler will welcome people of all nations, giving exiles a home. 
In that day the heir to David's throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. 
The nations will rally to him.... v. 10 “…it is ‘the root of Jesse’ that will be the 
guiding flag…for all nations. Thus in this one verse the vision goes public beyond Jew-
ishness….[T]he church has long found this text illuminating of Jesus, for in the imagina-
tion of the church it is Jesus who embodies and enacts what is promised here….I imagine 
this [guiding flag] to be like the umbrella that European tour guides hold high for mem-
bers of the tour group to see and to follow.” Brueggemann, Isaiah 104, 106 
He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assem-
ble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth. 11:12 
 “[In verse 10] the leading idea is Gentile incorporation….The phrase his place of 
rest… [is] elsewhere…translated ‘home’….In that day…emphasizes the [end-time] nature 
of the vision…. 

“…[In verse 12] [t]he nations are summoned into the great gathering (cf. 19:23-
25; 45:22-24)….[T]he reference is wider throughout than the translation exiles would 
suggest and as the four quarters of the earth shows. Its ultimate fulfilment is in Matthew 
24:31….’Motyer 125-6 

‘One can’t miss the irony of how God chose to enter the human story. If we con-
sider an account of history from an adult, male-dominated perspective, it is hard to predict 
that the best and wisest of things would be ushered into the world through a woman and 
child. Yet, this is the ultimate example of the counter-intuitive nature of the gospel. The 
truth of this oracle…suggests a radical reordering of everything we know, including the 
institutional and social assumptions that we have constructed and now take for granted as 
given goods. 

“This reordering would also require a willingness to relinquish power and pres-
tige. Such relinquishments, and their attendant vulnerabilities, could only be sustained by 
an ardent love of God and all God loves – and a profound longing for the community of 
God, the shape and culture of which these oracles suggest.” Bell, 44 

 
Message Outline continued next page... 

Vegetarian Predators, a Child and the Messiah 
Isaiah 11 

 
“Oracles,” Keening for the Dawn, Steve Bell www.pilgrimyear.com/songs:Advent Chap-
ter Five 
 

1. Through the Messiah, God offers hope where you see only despair. 
v.1 
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot-yes, a new Branch bearing fruit 
from the old root. 11:1, New Living Translation 
"The 'stump' is the 'stump of Jesse' (Isaiah 11:1). Allusion to Jesse, father of David, refers 
us to the dynastic line of David's family, believed to be the carrier of God's goodness and 
God's faithfulness in the world. That dynasty, however, had come on very hard 
times....This 'stump bespeaks a situation of despair and resignation." Brueggemann, Texts 
for Preaching Year A Westminster 1995, 11 
 

2. God's Spirit will empower this ruler, God's viewpoint will guide him 
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD 
v. 2 

“The…’fear of the Lord’…is the kind of piety that makes one’s life fully congru-
ent and resonant with the intention of Yahweh.” Brueggemann, Isaiah 100 
He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will never judge by appearance, false evi-
dence, or hearsay. He will defend the poor and the exploited. He will rule against the 
wicked and destroy them with the breath of his mouth. He will be clothed with fair-
ness and truth. v. 3-6 NLT 
 “These acts of righteousness and equity are...the enduring characteristics of the 
new governance, so consistent and reliable that they will be the very clothes the king 
wears." Brueggemann, Texts 12. ‘The poetry here taps into a deep and primal convic-
tion….that the royal government is The Equalizer, to intervene on behalf of the poor and 
the vulnerable (widows and orphans) who are unable to supply their own social lever-
age….[A]ny…practice of public power that claims to be ‘biblical’ must attend to issues of 
economic justice for the vulnerable.” Brueggemann, Isaiah 100-101 
 

3. His rule will reverse evil, returning to the harmony in the Garden of 
Eden v.6-9 
 “If understood figuratively, it is difficult to consider this oracle without judging 
who are the wolves and who are the lambs of history. Much of modern society could be 
summarized as an overall culture of individuals and groups clamouring for lamb status. 
Indeed, few claim wolf status.” Steve Bell, Pilgrim Year: Advent Novalis 2018, 43. 
 "In our own time, we are learning, a little at a time, that human acts of injustice 
wreak havoc with the created order (witness the 'greenhouse effect,' or the destruction of 
the Brazilian rain forests.). Conversely, acts of human justice permit creation to function 
in a healthy, fruitful way. Thus the new-ness envisioned for creation (vs. 6-9) follows 
properly from the newness of human justice (vs. 4-5). 
 "The upshot of the new governance is a restored, reconciled creation, in which the 
brutality is tamed and the deathliness is overcome....We thought it not possible, but the 
wind has blown newness ....more broadly, 'the little child' bespeaks the birth of a new in-
nocence in which trust, gentleness, and friendship are possible and appropriate. The world 
will be ordered, so that the fragile and vulnerable can have their say and live their lives. 

Message Outline 



Message Outline Continued 
 

And [the Son of Man] will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 
Matthew 24:31 
 “…it is crucial to recognize that ours is a world with a huge company of ex-
iles, of homeless and displaced persons….In the face of that shameless reality of pub-
lic life, there stands (only?) this poem and the assurance ‘a remnant shall return.’ The 
tradition of Isaiah is sure of God’s intention to gather. To be sure, the horizon con-
cerns the scattered Jews, but the ‘signal’ is raised for all peoples and all nations. It is 
asserted that the powers of the empire cannot retain as bondaged property the exiles 
that the ‘shoot’ wants free. 
 This text is indeed a recipe for the impossible….Thus: 
-It is impossible to imagine a government genuinely committed to justice for the poor 
and righteousness for the meek. 
-It is impossible that there will be a reconciliation of the animal world. 
-It is impossible that ‘they will not hurt or destroy.’ 
-It is impossible that there will be a homecoming of the wounded and despairing…. 
 “…mindful of our exile-producing world, the church engages in countercul-
tural subversion when it hears the promise: ‘Then people will come from east and 
west, from north and south, and will eat in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last 
who will be first, and some are first who will be last’ (Luke 13;29-30). The [Lord’s 
Supper], to be sure, is…at a minimum, a way to continue to host the impossible 
promise entrusted to the inexplicable ‘shoot.’” Brueggemann, Isaiah 107-8 
See Ephesians 2:11-22 for a New Testament picture of the breaking down of hostili-
ties as in v. 13. 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of 
Abraham Matthew 1:1 
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an ex-
ample for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in puri-
ty. 1 Timothy 4:12 
 
 


