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Crossroads Mennonite Brethren Church 
December 29, 2019 Worship Service 

 
 
 

Prayertime in the church office at 9:15am. Everyone welcome. 
No childcare today 

 
Song:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #279 Worship Together 

 
Opening reflection: 

(Leader reads light print, Congregation reads dark print) 

Give heed, my people, to my teaching; 
Turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 
 

Call to praise: 

Isaiah 53:4 says this of Jesus: Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering 
Isaiah 63:7-9 says, I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD . . . yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, 
according to his compassion and many kindnesses . . . In all their distress he too was distressed . . . 
Come let us worship God, who laughs and cries with us. 
 Let us praise the One whose suffering encompasses the breadth of our pain, and whose delight  
 surpasses our deepest joy. 
  We worship the God who knows our thoughts and feelings even before we name them. 
  We honour the One who welcomes our laments as well as our songs of thanksgiving. 
   May all the words of our mouths 
   And the meditations of our hearts 
   Be acceptable in your sight, O God. 
    Amen. 
 
Song:  Thou Are Worthy #34 Worship Together 

Glory to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning 
is now,  
and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 145[a] 

A psalm of praise. Of David. 
1 I will exalt you, my God the King; 

    I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
2 Every day I will praise you 

    and extol your name for ever and ever. 

 
3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

    his greatness no one can fathom. 

 
4 One generation commends your works to another; 

    they tell of your mighty acts. 
5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 

    and I will meditate on your wonderful works.[b] 
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works— 

    and I will proclaim your great deeds. 
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness 

    and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
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8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 

    slow to anger and rich in love. 
9 The LORD is good to all; 

    he has compassion on all he has made. 

 
10 All your works praise you, LORD; 

    your faithful people extol you. 
11 They tell of the glory of your kingdom 

    and speak of your might, 
12 so that all people may know of your mighty acts 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures through all generations. 

 

The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises 

    and faithful in all he does.[c] 
14 The LORD upholds all who fall 

    and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food at the proper time. 
16 You open your hand 

    and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

 
17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

    and faithful in all he does. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

    he hears their cry and saves them. 
20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 

    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. 

    Let every creature praise his holy name 

    for ever and ever. 

   
Thanksgiving: 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord. 
To sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 
(symphony prayers of thanksgiving) – introduction – Nellie Groening 
In symphony prayer there are many voices, loud, soft, inaudible, internal, praying together at the same time, similar to various 
instruments in an orchestra playing different lines of music but all part of the same piece. 
 

Above all, we thank you for Jesus Christ – the foundation of our hope and the one who leads us in your way. May your 
purpose be seen in our lives, and your grace and hope shine bright in this world. We thank you that you will be with 
us in the new year which has dawned. Lead us into greater service as we seek to take Christ to others and may we do 
so without fear as faithful followers. Through Jesus Christ the Lord, 

We declare your steadfast love in the morning 
And your faithfulness by night.  Amen. 

 

Song:  There is a Redeemer #350 Worship Together 
 

Confession:  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
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and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  (silent prayer of self-examination and repentance – 3 minutes) 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And put a new and right spirit within me 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
And sustain in me a willing spirit. Amen. 
 

Song:  Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne #321 Worship Together 
 
Call to discipleship:  

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry 
And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
Lord Jesus, you have the words of eternal life. 
  
Pastoral Prayer and Thanks for the Offering – Marvin Dyck 
Offering 
Children’s Feature  
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5 – 
Contemplating Scripture – Marvin Dyck 

 

Waiting for God to Rescue Me 

Psalm 145; Luke 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5 

 

1. Psalm 145 

 “…the repetition of ‘bless your/his name forever and ever’ (vv. 1, 21) states the purpose of the psalm. It praises the name of 

the LORD by reciting the attributes and actions that comprise the character of the LORD…. 

“The praise proceeds… [with] an alternation of …statements of praise…addressed directly to the LORD, and…attribute 

declarations…about the LORD” Mays, Interpretation Bible Commentary: Psalms John Knox 1994, 438 

 

a) I will praise God every day no matter what happens – He’s the King! v. 1-2 

I will exalt you, my God the King. 145:1 

 

b) Tell stories of God’s goodness and power in your life, your family 3-7, 10-13 

Your faithful people…speak of your might, so that all people many know of your mighty acts 

 “The sequence in verses 4-7 from acts of power to abundant goodness implies that the two are essentially inseparable. God’s 

power is good and God’s goodness is powerful.” Mays 439 

 

c) God cares deeply about all parts of creation-including oppressors v. 8-9 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate; slow to anger and rich in love. The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all 

he has made. 145:8-9 

 “Verse 8 repeats God’s self-revelation at Sinai (Ex. 34:6) almost word for word…When Jonah quoted it back to God with 

disapproval, he received a reply which confirmed not only this but the truth of our verse 9, by revealing God’s pity for the very cattle 

of Nineveh (Jonah 4:2, 11). Kidner, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Psalms 73-150 InterVarsity 1975, 481.  
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d) God keeps His promises: v. 13 
“Four aspects of life testify to this concern and constancy:” Kidner 482 

i) “14. Help for the inadequate The phrase, all who are falling, is unusually expressive; and this timely help at an early stage is 

coupled with God’s power to revive lost hope and failed abilities: cf. NEB, ‘and straightens backs which are bent’.” Kidner 482 

 

ii) “15, 16. Food for all creatures. This…exuberant provision…reflects the Creator’s generous joy in His world, a theme…used for 

our emulation and encouragement in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:34; 6:25ff.).” Kidner 482 

 

iii) “18, 19 Answers for those who pray. The symbolism of the word near is not confined to the thought of being within earshot, but 

may include…the boon of help that is ready and waiting (Provers 27:10b; Isaiah 50:8). But note the warning of Isaiah 55:6.” Kidner 

482 

 

iv) “20. Protection of those who are His….it would hardly be a psalm about life…without [mention of the wicked [v. 20]; nor would 

God’s faithfulness be fully seen without reference to His uncompromising judgment.” Kidner 482 

 

2. Luke 18:1-8 

a) When you’re afraid or in despair, keep praying 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 18:1 

 “…the faithful…are to seek [God] whenever He seems far away and the confidence of the believer wavers. The solution to 

fear is prayer.” Bailey, Through Peasant Eyes Eerdmans 1980 130 

 

b) God considers you His chosen ones – He cares about you 11:7 (3:22; 9:35) 
Will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell 

you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 18:7-8 

And [Jesus] said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.’ Luke 9:22 

A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.’ 9:35 “This passage is in Luke 18. The 

beginning of the passion story is only a few verses away. Jesus’ enemies are gathering strength for the final act of their opposition. 

Will God vindicate him? The reader is given a clear answer, but what an answer! Yes, God will vindicate His Son who also prays to 

Him day and night, but that vindication will be seen in resurrection and will come by way of a cross….God’s vindication…far 

exceeded his followers’ wildest dreams. He was vindicated at an empty tomb, and the path to that empty tomb led across Golgotha. If 

such was the vindication of Jesus, what of his disciples? 

“…T.W. Manson points out that election was to service and not to privilege: 

‘They are not the pampered darlings of Providence, but the corps d’elite in the army of the living God. Because they are what 

they are, they are foredoomed to suffering at the hands of the wicked; and in many cases the seal of election is martyrdom 

(Sayings, 307).’” Bailey 140-141 

 

c) Don’t let your troubles cause you to lose faith in Jesus 11:8 See again 11:1 

However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? 11:8 

 

3. 1 Thessalonians 5  

Having died for us (1:10), Jesus is coming back for us! Therefore 
“God wills our salvation (v. 9) and through the death of his Son he made salvation possible. Those are solid bases for our hope.” 

Ewert, When the Church was Young Kindred 1993, 77 

 

a) be alert because no one can predict the time of His return 5:1-10 

 

b) keep encouraging each other, building each other up by 5:11 
 “In this closing paragraph [v. 12-28] Paul…shows them ways in which they can build each other up…” Ewert 80 

 

i) respecting your leaders who work hard, care for you and admonish you v. 12-13 

ii) living in community in peace v. 13 

iii) warning “those who are idle and disruptive” v. 14 

iv) encouraging the discouraged v. 14 

v) helping the weak v. 14 

vi) being patient with one another v. 14 

vii) no payback except for good things v. 15 

viii) “always being joyful” v. 16, New Living 1996 
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 “Christian joy is possible even in the midst of pain. We are ‘as sorrowing yet as always rejoicing’ (2 Cor. 6:10). Joy is a fruit 

of the spirit. It is not to be equated with happiness or laughter. It comes from deeper springs, from the Holy Spirit…Christian joy is 

sustained by the assurance of ultimate salvation, the hope of the eternal kingdom.” Ewert 85 

ix) continual prayer v. 17 

x) gratitude in all circumstances v. 18 

xi) allow the Holy Spirit to move among you v. 19 

xii) test prophecy in community v. 20-21 

xiii) reject every kind of evil v. 22 

 

c) God will take care of you as you follow Jesus v. 23-24 

 “God calls us not only from darkness to light at the beginning of the Christian life, but he keeps on calling us throughout our 

life here on earth; indeed, he calls us into his kingdom and his glory (2:12). What God begins he completes; he is faithful.” Ewert 89 

 

d) Remember everyone needs others to pray for them! v. 25 
 
 
The Beatitudes (Leader and Congregation) 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn. 
For they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 
For they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, 
For they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 
For they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you, and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.  

 
 Song:  My Faith has found a Resting Place #187 Worship Together 
 

Call to Intercession:  Ask, and it will be given you; 
Search, and you will find; 
Knock, and the door will be opened for you. 

  The heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him 
Father of boundless compassion, we bring our prayers to you with confidence, in th name of 

our Lord Jesus 
In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
You look on us with mercy and tenderness. We pray for ourselves and those dear to us.  
(symphony prayers for the sick, bereaved, unemployed, others facing hardship) 

 

Your word is faithful, Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
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You are patient, waiting for all to turn to you. We pray for our community and for our neighbours.  (symphony prayers 
for our community gardeners, for Winnipeg Harvest volunteers at Holy Cross church, for Holy Cross food bank patrons, for 
family living in 225 Kitson, for our mayor and city councillors) 
 

Your word is faithful, Father; 
Hear our prayer. 
 

You are compassionate, reaching out to all who sin. We pray for the church in all places, that we may know the 
freedom of life in the Spirit. (symphony prayers for our missionaries, for the persecuted church, for churches of other 
denominations around us) 
 

Your word is faithful, Father; 
Hear our prayer. 

 
You love justice and right. We pray for the world, for those who are poor or in need. (symphony prayers for our Premier, 
our Prime Minister, for Christians in elected office, for peace in war torn places, that Christian organizations responding to 
human need will faithfully communicate Jesus’ love, that God’s will be done in these places of crisis) 

 
Your word is faithful, Father; 

Hear our prayer. 
 
We offer you other concerns we carry in our hearts. 
(silent prayers) 
Your word is faithful, Father. 
 Hear our prayer. 

 
Generous Father God, 
You draw us into surprising stories. 
Use them to disrupt our complacency and remove our fear,  
That we may follow you into the joy of your kingdom. 
In the name of the one who taught us not to lose heart, 
we pray: 

 
Our Father which art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, For ever and ever, Amen. 
 

Benediction 

Let us abide in him 
So that when Christ is revealed 
We may have confidence 
And not be put to shame before him 
At his coming. Amen. 

 
 
Announcements 
Prayer 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From 
 Take Our Moments and Our Days Week 3 Wednesday morning: Parables “Our ancestors have told us” 
Words for worship 2 
Re:Worship blog – Christine Longhurst 
Book of Common Prayer 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/texts/psalter,-collects-and-other-resources/confessions.aspx) 

 
  
 
Sunday, January 5, 2020, 9:45 a.m.—Bilingual worship service together with Eglise Communautaire de la Riviere Rouge at 
Crossroads at 9:45am. Coffee, cookies and visiting following the service. 
  
Sunday, January 12—You are invited to Crossroads worship service at 9:45am followed by Sunday School classes for ages 2 through 
adult at 11:15am. 
  
If your church committee has any outstanding invoices that need to be reimbursed, please submit them to Carol or Karis TODAY! 
  
Do you start to have a racing heart yourself when you hear a call for medical help? January 11, Crossroads will host a St 
John's Ambulance training session: "Basic (Emergency) First Aid including CPR Level C and AED" from 8:30-4:30. This will 
also teach you how to use the new AED that has been purchased for the church. The course is $93 per person. We need a minimum of 
10 and a maximum of 18, so please let Karla (krbraun@mts.net) know as soon as possible whether you are a) interested, and b) a firm 
commitment or tentative.  
  
Great Winter Warm-Up—an MCC comforter-making event, will take place at Crossroads on Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 
10am til about 2pm! We will enjoy a Potluck lunch and no sewing skill is required. MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 comforters from N. 
America that day! Mark your calendars now. 
  
Can you shovel the church access ramp for Sunday, January 12? Please sign up on the sheet on the foyer bulletin board! 
  
Free 2020 Calendars on the foyer counter! Help yourself. These calendars were ordered by Crossroads treasurer for us and have 
money-smart ideas to consider. 
  
MCC Canada is looking for an External Grants Coordinator to help support MCC's international and domestic programs. Closing 
date is January 2. See mcc.org. 
  
Union Gospel Mission is still in need of 150 men's gift bags for our Community Christmas Dinner on January 1st.  We have been 
blessed with enough gifts for women and children.  Thanks to all who have given.  
    If you would be able to provide a small gift to the men coming for the meal on New Years Day, we would be most grateful.  These gift 
bags can be filled with some of the following ideas (creativity is encouraged): 
· tooth brush & tooth paste, hair brush or comb, deodorant, razors & shaving cream, shampoo, socks, mitts/gloves & toques 
candy/chocolate treats 
  
New opportunity for families and small groups! SOAR EX will coincide with the first 4 days of SOAR with an intentional service 
component on the Saturday. We are hoping that church small groups might choose to come and participate, that families might join or 
youth groups exploring what involvement in SOAR looks like can use this as a trial year. If you have any questions about SOAR EX, 
please contact mattb@multiply.net   
  
Travel. Learn. Serve. Consider CMU’s one year Outtatown Discipleship School and continue your journey towards knowing God, 
yourself and the world as you travel, learn and serve in locations across Western Canada and in Guatemala.  Read about current 
student experiences at outtatownguat.com. Apply now at Outtatown.com/become/apply. 
  
Consider enrolling in a CMU Winter term, evening course. Among other options consider Issues in Youth Ministry; Principles of 
Biblical Interpretation; The Fifties & Sixties in North America: Cold, Cool and Radical; and Art of Peacebuilding…. Significantly reduced 
audit rates available for Alumni and Seniors. Go to cmu.ca/timetable for details. 

  

 

 
 

Announcements 


