
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 

Sunday Worship Services  
9:45am 

Sunday School  
11:15am 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church 
 

Sunday—January 12, 2020 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                        

Story                                 “Learning to Fight the Spirits”      

Scripture Reading      Genesis 12:1-4; 15:12-16; 50:15-21;  

                               Exodus 1:22-2:10; 9:13-16; 13:17-18; 14:1-4 

Message:                                                                                      Marvin Dyck 

      “If we’re the Creator’s chosen people and He is our loving protector,  

why are we in this dreadful situation?”           

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer:                                                             

 
 

 
9:15am—Prayer Time in the church office beside the sanctuary. Everyone is  
welcome. 
 
11:15am—Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult. 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

I have raised you up for this very purpose,  
that I might show you my power and that my name  

might be proclaimed in all the earth.  
Exodus 9:16 

Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, January 16—’Quilting for MCC’ group meets from 10:00am to 12 
noon in the church basement to cut squares, sew and tie comforters for MCC 
to send where needed around the world. No skill required. 
 
Saturday, January 18—Everyone welcome to the Great Winter Warm-
Up—an MCC comforter-making event, will take place at Crossroads on 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 10am til about 2pm! We will enjoy a Pot-
luck lunch and no sewing skill is required. Please bring something to share 
for the potluck lunch.  MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 comforters from N. 
America that day. Everyone welcome!  
 
Next Sunday, January 19—You are invited to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am followed by Sunday School classes at 11:15am for ages 2 through 
adult. Classes for those considering baptism and church membership will 
begin next Sunday January 19, at 11:15 a.m.  
 
How are you at following through on new directions that you know are 
good for you? Do you do better if you tell someone of your commitment? 
On the bulletin board in the sanctuary is a form on which you can write 
your Bible reading goals for 2020. Might writing your goals in a public place 
help you follow through? If you would like to follow a 2 year reading plan, it will 
be listed in the weekly church emails, and it is also available in the Life Jour-
nal which you can purchase for $5.00 each on the wall shelf beside the mail-
boxes. Or if you would just like a printout of the 2-year plan, contact Karis. 
 
Week of Prayer services Jan 18-25 at various locations. See info on foyer 
bulletin board. 
 
Learn with Purpose at MBCI. Please join us at these events to learn more! 
Open House, January 21, 7:00 pm – All are welcome! 
Grade 6-8 Day at MBCI,  February 4 
Grade 9 Day at MBCI, February 6 
Register for Days at MBCI or book a campus tour at www.mbci.mb.ca or 204-
654-5788. 
 
CMU Campus Visit Day, January 31, 8:45 AM – 2:45 PM. Explore CMU as a 
great university option! The day includes a campus and residence tour, inter-
action with faculty, participation in a class and chapel, free lunch, and more. 
Go to cmu.ca/campusvisit for details. 

Crossroads Information 

The next CMU Vespers service will be Sunday, February 16. (NOTE: The 
January 19 CMU Vespers Service has been cancelled.) See cmu.ca/vespers 
for details. 
 
You are invited to the MHC Gallery opening exhibit ‘Mother Earth and Her 
Lovers:  Repair and Maintenance’ on Friday, January 24. This exhibit will fea-
ture new works by Bob Haverluck, Rhian Brynjolson, and Sam Baardman, and 
poetry by Dennis Cooley, Lori Matties, and Gerry Wolfram. The exhibit runs 
from January 24–March 14 at the MHC Gallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd. (south 
side of CMU campus). See cmu.ca/events. 
 
The CMU Opera and Musical Theatre Workshop presents scenes from the 
Broadway musical ‘Godspell’, 7:00 PM Friday, January 31 and Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1. See cmu.ca/events for details. 
 
 



3. I suffered others’ hatred as God put me in position to help others 
50:15-21  
Joseph said to [his brothers, ‘Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You in-
tended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives.” Genesis 50;19-20 See 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

 
4. People hate and harm me for no good reason Exodus 1:8-14. God 
is concerned, but takes a long time to respond 2: 23-3:3, 7:7 
Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every Hebrew boy that is born 
you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.’ 
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became preg-
nant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him 
for three months. But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus bas-
ket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and 
put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood at a distance to 
see what would happen to him. 
Then Pharaoh’s daughter…saw the basket among the reeds…She opened it and 
saw the baby….She named him Moses… Exodus 1:22-3:10 
Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh 
Ex. 7:7 

 
5. God shows His power to other nations through His response to my 
oppressors 9:13-16 
I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and 
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Exodus 9:16 
“[In 9:16, 29] God’s aim is not only to free Israel from its recent oppression, something 
God could have achieved quickly, but to make God’s name (God’s character as Deliv-
erer; cf. 3:13-15; 20:1-2) known worldwide.” Janzen, Believers Church Bible Commen-
tary: Exodus Herald 2000, 126 
 “In 8:22; 9:14,30 the relationship of God to the entire earth is emphasized…To 
say that God is God of all the earth means that all its people are God’s people; they 
should know the name of this God. God’s purposes in these events are not focused 
simply on the redemption of Israel. God’s purposes span the world. God is acting in 
such a public way so that God’s good news can be proclaimed to everyone (see Ro-
mans 9:17).” Fretheim, Interpretation: Exodus 125 

 
6. The dangers of the path that looks easier would have over-
whelmed me. Remember Genesis 15 principle, above. Exodus 13:17-
18 
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the 
Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, ‘If they face war, they 
might change their minds and return to Egypt.’ So God led the people around by 
the desert road toward the Red Sea. Exodus 13:17-18 
 “[T]he road through the Philistine country was a highway running parallel with 
the coast… There are wells and military posts at intervals along its course.” Jerusalem 
Bible, Doubleday 1966, footnote e, p. 95 

 
Message outline continued next page... 

If we are the Creator’s chosen people and He is our loving protector, 
why are we in this dreadful place?  

Genesis 11:27-12:10; 15:12-16 ; 50:15-21; Exodus 1:8-14; 2:23-3:3; 
9:13-16; 13:17-14:4 

 
 “You awaken one morning to discover that your life has changed. A broken 
engagement or broken heart, a factory closure or financial reversal. A home refuses to 
sell, or a spouse refuses counseling. You are about to encounter the harsh terrain of the 
Land Between… 
 “Though Egypt was the land of slavery, suffering, and agony, [t]he rich waters 
of the Nile caused Egypt to flourish agriculturally. Canaan, too, the people’s future 
home, was notable for its prosperity. But as the Israelites move from the lush, fertile 
home of their past to the lush, fertile home of their future, they pass through…the de-
sert, the undesired space between more desirable spaces. This middle space…will serve 
as a metaphor for the undesired transitions we, too, experience in life. 
 “For the Israelites, their experience in the wasteland was not meant to go wast-
ed. The Land Between was to be pivotal in their formation as a people – it was where 
they were to be transformed from the people of slavery into the people of God. Manion, 
The Land Between: Finding God in Difficult Transitions, Zondervan 2012 25-27 

 
1. God’s promise: Protection, bless all nations through you Ge. 11:27-
12:10 
The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your fa-
ther’s household to the land I will show you. 
I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
And all people on earth will be blessed through you. Genesis 12:1-3 

 
2. God’s love for people different than me might inconvenience me 
15:12-16 
…the LORD said to [Abram], ‘Know for certain that for four hundred years your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be en-
slaved and mistreated there. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, 
and…your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites ha not yet 
reached its full measure.15:12-16 
 “This amazing explanation means that the displacement of the native popula-
tion of Canaan by Israel was not to be accounted for on grounds of divine favoritism or 
superior military prowess on the art of the invading Israelites. The local people, here 
generically called ‘Amorites,’ had violated God’s charge. The universally binding mor-
al law had been flouted, just as in the days of Noah, and with the same inevitable con-
sequences. The pre-Israelite inhabitants of Canaan had been doomed by their own cor-
ruption. Yet God’s justice is absolute. In the days of the patriarchs the measure of the 
pagan sin was not yet complete and Israel would have to wait – and suffer – until God’s 
time was ripe. Divine justice was not to be strained even for the elect of God, and even 
though its application related to the pagans.” Sarna, Understanding Genesis Schocken 
1966, 124. See Leviticus 18:24, 28; Deuteronomy 9:4-6 (Sarna 125) 
 “To wait a very long time emerges as an overriding theme in this chapter.” 
Brueggemann, Interpretation: Genesis John Knox 1982, 149 

Message Outline 



Message Outline Continued 

7. God faithfully leads me (13:21-2) in a manner designed to pro-
voke  the oppressor – and make the point to someone that He is 
the LORD (Yahweh) 14:1-4 See also 14:17-18 
 “[Yahweh] sets a puzzling route no [one] would have thought of, to con-
fuse Pharaoh by an appearance of confusion and to win further and final glory him-
self at Pharaoh’s expense.” “[Yahweh’s goal is] that the Egyptians will know at 
first hand that Yahweh is indeed what and who he has claimed to be.” Durham, 
Word Biblical Commentary: Exodus 187 
 

8. God does an awesome rescue 14:5-31 
 
9. God faithfully provides all they need in the place of danger: 
 
a) water 15:22-27; 17:1-7 
b) food 16:1-36 
c) protection from military defeat 17:8-15 
d) wisdom 18:1-26 
e) Covenant: God’s promise of continued protection and guid-
ance 19-24 
f) Mercy in response to unfaithfulness 32-33 
And the LORD said, ‘…I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.’ 33:19 

 
10. 13 ½ months after leaving Egypt, start off through the desert, 
guided by pillar of cloud and fire – God’s perpetual presence 
Numbers 10:11-13, 33-36 
 
 
 


