
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church 
 

Sunday—February 2, 2020 
 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                                   

Scripture Reading              Numbers 12, 20:1-13                 

Message “Between Egypt and the Promised Land: Leadership” Marvin Dyck 

Communion                         Song of Response 

The Apostles Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Announcements 

Prayer                                                   

 

 

 

 

 
9:15am—Prayer Time in the church office beside the sanctuary. Everyone 
is welcome. 
 
11:15am—Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult. 
Classes for those considering baptism and church membership is at 
11:15 a.m. in the basement. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

“Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.  
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”   
Hebrews 13:7-8 

Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, Feb 6—’Quilting for MCC’ group meets from 10:00am to 12 noon 
in the church basement to cut squares, sew and tie comforters for MCC to send 
where needed around the world. No skill required. 
 
Next Sunday, February 9—You are invited to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am followed by Sunday School classes at 11:15am for ages 2 through 
adult.  
 
Wednesday, February 26 at 7:30pm is Crossroads Annual Business Member-
ship Meeting. Please plan to attend! 
 
Crossroads contribution of 14 comforters last week to MCC helped Manitoba 
collect over 2,150 comforters from all of the Great Winter Warm-up locations in 
Manitoba. The grand total across North America and the European locations is 
more than 7,200 comforters. Thank you for helping us surpass our goal of 
6,500 comforters for people displaced by conflict or disaster. See pics at 
mccmb.ca/GreatWinterWarmup.   
 
Union Gospel Mission thanks Crossroads children and adults for our sup-
port of $749.80 to their children’s ministries through our SS offering last 
fall. 
 
The printed Multiply daily prayer guide for February is on the foyer counter-
top. 
 
If you are involved in children’s ministries at Crossroads, you are invited to the 
Awesome KidMin Conference on March 13-14 at North Kildonan MB Church with 
workshops and guest speaker Melissa MacDonald. Last years’ conference had 
235 guests from 60 churches! See www.awesomekidmin.com for more info. 
 
MULTIPLY event: Sunday February 23

rd
, 6:30PM, Fort Garry MB Church, 1771 

Pembina Hwy. Wpg. Enjoy Kawaii Crepes and experience firsthand testimonies 
by young leaders passionate about Jesus’ mission here in Manitoba and around 
the world. We’ll hear from Carol Letkeman and emerging leaders who are boldly 
sharing their faith in Jesus through word and service. Make a difference in a 
young leader’s life through supporting the Emerging Leaders’ Bursary Fund for 
SOAR, ACTION and TREK participants. Handcrafted items and Lighthouse 
Coffee from our international church plants will be available for purchase, which 
directly support holistic church planting.” For more information call our office 
204-669-6575 or email winnipeg@multiply.net .  
 
In 2019 5,569 MDS volunteers served 48,035 days, helping 762 households 
recover from disaster. Volunteers built 68 new homes, repaired 313 homes, 
cleaned up 352 properties and built 5 new bridges. 

Crossroads Information   
What might recent discoveries in the cosmos tell us about our understanding of 
Scripture, God, and ourselves?  Explore this question with Dr. Deborah Haarsma, 
this year’s CMU Scientist in Residence, in a free public lecture entitled, ‘God 
and the Multiverse’.  Dr. Haarsma is President of BioLogos, and former profes-
sor and chair of the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Calvin Col-
lege.  Wednesday, February 5, 7:00 PM, Marpeck Commons. This event will be 
live-streamed.  cmu.ca/sir 
 
In five minutes Still Speaking tells stories about people, places, and events pre-
served in documents and artifacts in the MHC Archives on the CMU cam-
pus.  The goal of Still Speaking is to learn about the past, offer insights into the 
present, and emphasize the important role of archives in our church and socie-
ty.  Together we can listen to the people of the past “still speaking.”  Check out 
Still Speaking episodes at https://www.mharchives.ca/features/still-speaking/. 
 
You are invited to a Kairos Blanket Exercise on Saturday, February 15, 
8:30 AM – 12:00pm at The Meeting Place church on Smith St.. Come & ex-
plore the story of Indigenous People and Settlers in Canada and how it affects 
everyone today. Register at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/carewell-academy-kairos
-blanket-exercise-for-careportal-churches-tickets-90690163721 
 
Face2Face - Us and Them: How did we become so polarized?  Increasingly, 
public and churchly discourse is characterized by ‘us and them’ divisions between 
people and groups who see and understand the world differently.  Be part of a 
conversation to help us imagine a better and more hopeful way to relate with 
those with whom we differ.  It will be live-streamed.  Monday, February 10, 7:00 
PM, Marpeck Commons  cmu.ca/face2face/ 
 
Learn with Purpose at MBCI. All are welcome! Grade 6-8 Day at MBCI,  Febru-
ary 4, Grade 9 Day at MBCI, February 6. Register for Days at MBCI or book a 
campus tour at www.mbci.mb.ca or 204-654-5788. 
 
Exploring colleges? Come to SBC’s free Campus Visit on February 3 (10am – 
3pm). Students explore the campus, meet professors and students, attend chap-
el, and more. Experience SBC and see if it’s right for you! Registration at SBCol-
lege.ca/CampusVisit. 
 
Winnipeg Real to Reel Film Festival Feb 18 to 23 at North Kildonan MB 
Church. See poster and pamphlets in our church foyer. 
 
Epiphany Indigenous Anglican Church invites you to a night of Community 
Hymn Singing on Wed, Feb. 5 from 7:00pm-8:30pm at 730 McPhilips St.  
Come work for MCC—We are looking for someone like you to fill the following 
positions: Food Security and Livelihoods Coordinator - 4-month term, and Manito-
ba MCC Thrift Coordinator - 13-month term. Visit mccmb.ca/Openings for more 
information.  
 
 



I can’t even count them; 
They outnumber the grains of sand! 
And when I wake up in the morning, you are still with me! Psalm 139:17-18, NLT 
1996 
 

3. God takes seriously the starting of negative talk about a leader 
12:1, 9-10 
 “That Miriam’s was the moving spirit in the matter is sufficiently evident,…
because her name stands first,…because Miriam alone was punished;…because Aaron 
never seems to have taken the lead in anything. He appears uniformly as a man of weak 
and pliable character, who was singularly open to influence from others, for good or for 
evil.” Pulpit Commentary: Numbers Eerdmans 1962, 129 See Psalm 139:14-18 
 

4. Pray God’s mercy on your critics 
So Moses cried out to the LORD, ‘Please, God, heal her!’ 12:13 
 

B. What God expects of leaders 
 
1. It’s OK to complain to God about your difficult assignment 12:7 
See ch. 11 
‘Moses…is entrusted and faithful in all my house. Numbers 12:7, Amplified 
 “The ‘house’ of God, as the adjective ‘whole’ shows, is not the tabernacle, but 
the house of Israel; the word ‘house’ standing for household, family…” Pulpit 132 
 

2. Follow God’s instructions 
…the people were thirsty for water…and they grumbled against Moses…Then 
Moses cried out to the LORD…The LORD answered Moses, ‘…Take…the staff 
with which you struck the Nile…Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for 
the people to drink.’ Ex. 17:3-7 
The LORED said to Moses, ‘Take the staff…Speak to that rock before their eyes 
and it will pour out its water…” 

So Moses took the staff…He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in 
front of the rock and Moses said to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, must we bring you 
water out of this rock?’ Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with 
his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. Num-
bers 20;7-11 

“…he had only been told to speak to it….the striking twice is a sign of lack of 
faith in God. Moses will not trust his word, but wants a specific material action.” Stur-
dy, Cambridge Bible Commentary: Numbers Cambridge 1976,  140 

“…the most obvious difference between the two accounts is that in the first 
Moses is commanded to strike the rock, whereas this action constitutes the essence of 
his disobedience in the second account…. 

“Faith is the correct response to God’s word…” Wenham 149, 150 “The text 
of Numbers has mentioned many times that Moses did exactly as God commanded. 
Here he did not, and inexact obedience on the part of leaders (and others) is the same as 
disobedience.” Ashley, New International Commentary on the Old Testament: Num-
bers Eerdmans 1993, 384. See 20:9 
 
Message outline continued next page... 

Between Egypt and the Promised Land: Leadership 
Numbers 12; 20:1-13 

A. How to talk about your leaders 
\ 
Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because he had married a Cushite woman. 
They said, ‘Has the LORD spoken only through Moses? Hasn’t he spoken 
through us, too?’ But the LORD heard them. Numbers 12:1-2, New Living Transla-
tion, 1996  
The complaint:  
- Moses’ wife is from a different race  
- God speaks through us too, not just through Moses Numbers 12:1-2 
 “Moses…or…others for him, had remonstrated with them on the language they 
were using. They retorted that Moses had no monopoly of Divine communications; 
Aaron also received the revelation of God by Urim and Thummim, and Miriam was a 
prophetess….It was hard for them both to forget that Moses was only their younger 
brother…” Pulpit 130 
 

1. God hears how leaders talk about one another 12:2 
Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD…said, ‘This is what you are to…tell 
the people of Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.”’  Exodus 19:3-6 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special pos-
session, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 1 
Peter 2:9-10 
“There are two great characteristics of the priest. (a) He…has access to God and… 
bring[s] others to him. In the ancient world this access to God was the privilege of the 
professional priests… Through Jesus Christ,…access to God becomes the privilege of 
every Christian…the priest is [a] bridge-builder; the priest…builds a bridge for others 
to come to God; and the Christian has the duty and the privilege of bringing others to 
that Saviour whom he himself has found and loves. 
 “(b) the priest…brings an offering to God…He makes his work an offering to 
God. Everything is done for God…The Christian makes himself an offering to God. 
‘Present your bodies,’ said Paul, ‘as a living sacrifice to God’ (Romans 12:1).” Barclay, 
Daily Study Bible: James and Peter Revised Edition, Welch 1976, 196-197   

 
2. God celebrates the uniqueness of His relationship with an individ-
ual, so don’t compare yourself with another of God’s servants 12:6-8 
‘Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?’ 12:8 
“Aaron, Moses’ brother, was…the high priest…supreme religious leader and most holy 
man in Israel; while Miriam, his sister, was a prophetess and thus head of the spirit-
filled women (Ex. 15:20f).” Wenham, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary: Numbers 
Inter-Varsity, 1981, 110 
How precious are your thoughts about me, O God!  
They are innumerable! 

Message Outline 



“…he was himself at that very moment a rebel, and disloyal in heart to his 
Master (cf. verse 24). That he should say, ‘Must we fetch you water out o this rock?’ 
showed how completely he was carried away….he and Aaron were the merest instru-
ments in the hand of God;…it was peculiarly necessary to keep this fact before the 
minds of the people; nevertheless, his vexation and anger betrayed him into putting 
himself – a mere man, and a man too in a very bad temper – into the place of God be-
fore the eyes of the whole congregation.” Pulpit 253 
 

3. Be wary of your anger 
By the waters of Meribah they angered the LORD, 
And trouble came to Moses because of them;  
For they rebelled against the Spirit of God, 
And rash words came from Moses’ lips. Psalm 106:33 
“Moses’ unbelief was compounded by his anger, expressed in his remarks to the people 
(10), ‘he spoke words that were rash’ (Ps. 106:33), and by his striking the rock twice 
(11).” Wenham 151 
 “…Moses lost his temper, and in the irritation of the moment spoke and acted 
in such a way and in such a spirit as to dishonor his Master and to impair the good effect 
of the Divine beneficence.” Pulpit 253 
 

4. Silent agreement with a sinful course of action is also sin 
…the LORD said to Mises and Aaron, ‘Aaron will be gathered to his people. He 
will not enter the land I give the Israelites, because both of you rebelled against my 
command at the waters of Meribah. 20:24 See again 12:2 But the LORD heard 
them. 
 “Aaron…does not appear in the narrative, save in his usual subordinate posi-
tion…We can only suppose that he inwardly assented to the language and conduct with 
which he was outwardly associated, and therefore shared the guilt.” Pulpit 253 
 “It appears that modeling an illegitimate type of leadership (disobedience, anger 
against God’s people issuing in rash words, pointing to oneself as the source rather than 
God, violence) or complicity in such action is enough, in the current case, to keep Mo-
ses and Aaron from going into the land of promise.” Ashley 385 

Message Outline Continued 


