
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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 Welcome to Crossroads MB Church 
 

Sunday—February 9, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Songs of Praise & Worship                                                       Worship Team 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                            Marvin Dyck 

Offering 

Children’s Feature                                                   

Story                               “Learning to Fight the Spirits”           

Scripture Reading        Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33; 14:1-45        

Message         “God’s Faithfulness and Human Memory Loss”   Marvin Dyck 

Song of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Prayer                                                            

 

 

 

9:15am—Prayer Time in the church office beside the sanctuary.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 
11:15am—Sunday School classes for ages 2 through adult. 
Classes for those considering baptism and church membership is at 
11:15 a.m. in the basement. 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

Jesus said…”I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. 

They will come in and go out, and find pasture.  
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;  

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  
John 10:9-10 

Today at Crossroads 



Thursday, Feb 13—’Quilting for MCC’ group meets from 10:00am to 12 noon 
in the church basement to cut squares, sew and tie comforters for MCC to send 
where needed around the world. No skill required. 
 
Next Sunday, February 16—You are invited to Crossroads worship service at 
9:45am. There will be no Sunday School classes next Sunday-long week-
end. 
 
Wednesday, February 26 at 7:30pm is Crossroads Annual Business Mem-
bership Meeting. Please plan to attend! 
 
Lent begins at the end of February. The Congregational Care Committee 
invites you to check out the link given as one way to prepare for Easter. 
Signing up for the 40 Acts to be sent to your email each day offers individuals or 
groups a way to focus on the significance of Lent.  
Under the "resources" button you will find a calendar for families and a study 
guide for small groups. [ https://40acts.org.uk/ | https://40acts.org.uk/ ]  
 
Just a reminder that the Youth Fund is open to donations. We currently 
have 4 students and 2 leaders planning on attending SOAR from March 26th to 
April 4th. It is our goal to raise 1200 to cover the cost for leader registration and 
lower the costs for students. Please join us in praying for this event and for all 
who plan to participate.  
 
Night Light 
2nd Chapter of Acts 
All along in my life, You've been there 
Ever presently watching, Always in your care 
And I just want to thank you for loving me so 
And I just want to thank you for never, never letting go 
Through the storms at night you would shine your light until the break of day 
Through the storms at night you would hold me tight, and 
Never, never, never leave my side, You're my night light 
And never, never, never leave my side, You're my night light 
 
     Source: Musixmatch, Songwriters: Anne Herring (1022) 
     Night Light lyrics © Latter Rain Music, Emi Christian Music Pub Obo Latter Rain Music 

 
MULTIPLY event: Sunday February 23

rd
, 6:30PM, Fort Garry MB Church, 1771 

Pembina Hwy. Wpg. Enjoy Kawaii Crepes and experience firsthand testimonies 
by young leaders passionate about Jesus’ mission here in Manitoba and around 
the world. We’ll hear from Carol Letkeman and emerging leaders who are boldly 
sharing their faith in Jesus through word and service. Make a difference in a 
young leader’s life through supporting the Emerging Leaders’ Bursary Fund for 
SOAR, ACTION and TREK participants. Handcrafted items and Lighthouse 
Coffee from our international church plants will be available for purchase, which 
directly support holistic church planting.” For more information call our office 
204-669-6575 or email winnipeg@multiply.net.  

Crossroads Information 

 You are invited to a Kairos Blanket Exercise on Saturday, February 
15, 8:30 AM – 12:00pm at The Meeting Place church on Smith St.. Come 
& explore the story of Indigenous People and Settlers in Canada and how it 
affects everyone today. Register at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/carewell-
academy-kairos-blanket-exercise-for-careportal-churches-tickets-90690163721 
 
Face2Face - Us and Them: How did we become so polarized?  Increasing-
ly, public and churchly discourse is characterized by ‘us and them’ divisions 
between people and groups who see and understand the world differently.  Be 
part of a conversation to help us imagine a better and more hopeful way to re-
late with those with whom we differ.  It will be live-streamed.  Monday, Febru-
ary 10, 7:00 PM, Marpeck Commons  cmu.ca/face2face/ 
 
A weekend retreat for widowed, separated or divorced people called 
‘Beginning Experience”. See brochures on foyer countertop. 
 
Winnipeg Real to Reel Film Festival Feb 18 to 23 at North Kildonan MB 
Church. See poster and pamphlets in our church foyer. 
 
In 2019 5,569 MDS volunteers served 48,035 days, helping 762 households 
recover from disaster. Volunteers built 68 new homes, repaired 313 homes, 
cleaned up 352 properties and built 5 new bridges. 
 
Are you between the ages of 18 and 30 and looking for a new adventure? 
Serve with SALT! Serving and Learning Together (SALT) is a year-long, cross
-cultural service experience where Christian young adults from Canada and the 
U.S serve internationally. Be immersed in another culture, live with a host fami-
ly and work in a variety of fields like education, agriculture, health care, infor-
mation technology, peace and more!  To be guaranteed consideration for this 
year, please submit your application by February 15th. 
 
Join SOOP for a short-term MCC service opportunity 
SOOP (Service Opportunities with Our Partners) offers short-term service op-
portunities for families and adults of all ages in faith communities across the 
U.S. and Canada. email soop@mcccanada.ca 
 
Interested in volunteering with MCC locally?  
Bale comforters, volunteer at a MCC thrift shop or become a mentor at Sam's 
Place. https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved 
 
Students in grade 11 & 12, check out the Discover Outtatown day on Satur-
day, February 22, from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM.  Learn about Winnipeg’s inner-
city, experience wall-climbing, and discover how a year on Outtatown will 
shape your faith and how you see the world.  Remember, CMU pays up to 
$400 of your total travel cost to Winnipeg!  Go to cmu.ca/campusvisit for de-
tails. 

 



 “They call Canaan the land to which you sent us; usually…it is described as 
the land ‘which the Lord swore to give them’, or something similar (cf. 13:2; 
14:16,23,30, 40; 15:2, etc.)….But then…they draw attention to the obstacles in the way 
of conquest: the people are strong (28); cf. 18) and the cities are fortified and very 
large  (28; cf. 19). Then they list some of the inhabitants of the land, the descendants of 
Anak (28; cf. 22)….Up to this point the phrase a land flowing with milk and honey has 
always been coupled with the promise that God would give the land and its inhabit-
ants…to Israel (Ex. 3:8, 17; 13:5; 33:3; Lv. 20:24). The spies question this conclusion. 
They look on the presence of the other nations as an insurmountable obstacle to entry, 
not as a confirmation of God’s purpose.” Wenham 119-120  
 

c) be careful that you don’t let the obstacles create a false reality  
 
i) ‘it’s not a good land’ 13:32-33 
Caleb…said, ‘We should go up and take possession of the land for we can certain-
ly do it.’ 

But the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We can’t attack those peo-
ple, they are stronger than we are.’ And they spread among the Israelites a bad 
report about the land they had explored. They said, ‘the land we explored devours 
those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Ne-
philim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like 
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.’ 13:31-33 
 “’an evil report’ [v. 32]…Lohfink…argues persuasively that this constitutes a 
defamation of the delivering grace of God…” Budd, Word Biblical Commentary: Num-
bers Word 1984, 145 
 “It is an exaggerated interpretation of the dangers…The land itself was de-
structive, not to mention the inhabitants, who were equally frightening.” Ashley, New 
International Commentary on the Old Testament: Numbers Eerdmans 1993, 242-3 
 “’a land that devours its inhabitants’…the land is both infertile and insecure.” 
Budd 145 
 

ii) We were better off in slavery 14:1-4 
That night all the members of the community…wept aloud….’If only we had died 
in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to 
let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Would-
n’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?’ 14:1-3 
 “’and they wept.’…Fear of the Canaanites, and a general sense of hopelessness 
regarding the settlement are the decisive factors.” Budd 155 
 “…they actually propose returning to Egypt, thereby completely rejecting the 
whole plan of redemption. From Exodus 1 to the mission of the spies there is but one 
plot: how Israel was brought out of Egypt to the borders of Canaan. Now within sight 
of their goal they suggest giving it all up. Not only that, they propose electing an alter-
native leader to Moses, their divinely appointed mediator of salvation.” Wenham 120-
121. 
 “Joshua and Caleb’s speech closely echoes the speeches by the other spies 
(13:27-29, 32-33). They do not dispute their colleagues’ account of its inhabitants, but 
they do insist that they are not to be feared. They have look like demi-gods but their 
protection…is removed from them, and the LORD is with us. The whole balance of 
power is altered.” Wenham 121-122 

 
 

How will we survive this trouble?  
God’s faithfulness and human memory loss 

Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33; 14:1-45 
 

A. God has a plan Exodus 5:22-6:8 Martens, God’s Design 3rd ed., Bibal 1998, 
3-19 
This plan is the way to understand any Old Testament passage. God’s plan is 
1. To rescue people 6:6, Martens 11-12 
2. to put those people into a community centred on Him 6:7a, Martens 12-13 
3. to have an ongoing relationship with those people.  “God invites his people into the 
adventure of knowing him.” 6:7b, Martens 12-13 
4. to keep his promises and give those people “the abundant life” 6:8, Martens 13 
Jesus said…’The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.’  John 10:7, 10 New Revised Standard Ver-
sion 
 

B. God has delivered on items 1-3 of that plan 
1. Exodus 3-18 
2. Exodus 19-20 
3. Exodus 19-40 
 

C. Now Israel is south of the Promised Land, strategizing for con-
quest 
Deuteronomy 1:19-23, Gen. 15:12-16  “From Deuteronomy 1:22 it seems that the pur-
pose of the mission was to strengthen the Israelites’ faith, not to bring back tactical 
information.” Wenham, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Numbers Inter-Varsity 
1981, 116 
 

1. When following God seems scary, 
 
a) remember His faithfulness 
They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron… 13:22 
The LORD said to Moses, ‘How long will these people treat me with contempt? 
How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I have per-
formed among them? 14:11 
 “It was near Hebron that God first promised Abraham that he would inherit the 
land (Gn. 13:14-18). It was from that area that he set out to defeat the coalition of kings 
(Gn. 14:13ff.). It was in Hebron that he acquired his only piece of real estate for the 
burial of his wife, and where he and the other patriarchs were buried (Gn. 23; 25:9; 
35:27-29; 50:13). The narrator knew these traditions, and he assumes the spies did and 
that the reader does. It is essential that they be borne in mind as the rest of the story 
unfolds.” Wenham 118-119 

 
b) remember His promises as you reflect on the obstacles ahead 
The LORD said to Moses, ‘Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the Israelites.’  13:2 
‘…we went into the land to which you sent us…’ 13:27 we can’t attack those peo-
ple 13:31 

Message Outline 



2. It’s the leader’s job to call people to trust God’s faithfulness 14:5-
8, 36-38 
 “Faith is not depicted here as an ignorant or unseeing optimism. The failure 
consists primarily in an inability to see these difficulties in their true perspective. 
Caleb’s observation [13:30] is not that their difficulties are imaginary, but that Israel is 
well able to overcome them. Faith seeks to view the circumstances of existence from a 
divine perspective.” Budd 147 

 
3. God hears prayer for those who have failed God 14:13-20 Ezekiel 
22:30-31) 
‘In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people; just as you 
have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now. 14:19 
 

4. God cares about His reputation among people who don’t know 
Him 14:13-16 
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh 
and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says:…I have 
raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Exodus 9:13-16 

 
5. When we fail God, innocent people suffer 14:33 
Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithful-
ness, until the last of your bodies lies in the wilderness. 14:33 
 

6. As we live the consequences for our failure, God’s faithfulness 
continues 
On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the 
plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. The day after the Passo-
ver, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land; unleavened bread and 
roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; 
there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the pro-
duce of Canaan. Joshua 5:10-12 
 “…the incident of the spies is more than just another example of Israel’s rebel-
lion in the wilderness. It is a historical watershed. Here the final break with Egypt is 
made. Those who yearned for the luxuries of Egyptian slavery die in the desert; their 
children chastened by their wilderness experiences enter the promised land.” Wenham 
116  

Message Outline Continued 


