
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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I Cast All My Cares Upon You 
 
I cast all my cares upon You. 
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet 
And any time that I don’t know what to do 
I cast all my cares upon You. 
 
 
 
The Love of God 
 
The love of God is greater far Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, And reaches to the lowest hell; 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, And pardoned from his sin. 
 
Refrain: 
Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! 
How measureless and strong! It shall forevermore endure— 
The saints’ and angels’ song. 
 
When years of time shall pass away, And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 
When those who here refuse to pray, On rocks and hills and mountains call, 
God’s love so sure, shall still endure, All measureless and strong; 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race—The saints’ and angels’ song. 
 
Could we with ink the ocean fill, And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every man a scribe by trade; 
To write the love of God above Would drain the ocean dry;  
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Though stretched from sky to sky. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him:  
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting  

what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

[
”
  

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Luke 23:39-43 



 ."Justice is a complex matter 
...Biblical prophets and apostles speak some of the strongest and most compelling 
words on the subject. All the same, justice is not the last word. In all...that has to do 
with what is wrong with the world and with us,...forgiveness is the last word.... 
 "...forgiveness should become our first response to every person who de-
means and hurts and takes our life. There will certainly be matters of justice for socie-
ty to deal with along the way, and it may be important for us to participate in 
them....However important justice is- and it is important - forgiveness is more im-
portant.... 
 "Such forgiveness is not soft sentimentality. It is hard-edged gospel. Such 
forgiveness is not a moral shrug of the shoulders. It is a white-hot flame of resurrec-
tion love forged in the furnace of the cross." Peterson Tell It Slant Eerdmans 2008, 
245-248 
 “The prayer seems to echo Isaiah 53:12: ‘he…made intercession for the trans-
gressors.’ In so doing Jesus was modeling what he had taught (6:27-28…): he not 
only taught God’s will but was also obedient to it.” Talbert 220 
 

b) I will not use my power to avoid God’s plan for me – not even to 
avoid death 
 “The responses of the rulers (vs. 35), the soldiers (vss. 36-37), and one of the 
criminals crucified with him (vs. 39) combine to forma  threefold temptation of the 
crucified Jesus much like the earlier threefold temptation in the wilderness (4:1-13): 
‘If you are the Christ, the king, save yourself.’ Though Jesus’ power was still with 
him (22:51),…he refused to use it for himself even to save his life…The final attach-
ment in this world to which one is tempted to cling in an idolatrous way is…mere 
continuance of physical existence...He is obedient unto death (Phil 2:8)…In this his 
obedience is perfected (Heb 5:8-9; 1 Pet 4:1-2).” Talbert, 220. 
 

c) There's life after death. Jesus is the path to heaven for those who 
Luke 23:39-43 
Truly, I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. Luke 23:43 
 

i) Take responsibility for their actions 23:40-41 
 
ii) Turn away from such conduct, speaking and thinking to Jesus  
23:41-42 

“The second criminal…accepted his punishment as justified, an expression 
of penitence…(v. 41-42) pronounced Jesus innocent (vs. 41b), and said,’ Jesus, re-
member me when you come in your kingly power’ (vs. 42)’…[Luke] see[s] for-
giveness mediated by the Jesus who lived and who lives.  Talbert 220-224 
 "Life after death is a perennial concern of the human race....But in the twenty-
first century fewer people seem to be asking the question....We live in an age - at least 
in the affluent West - when lavish consumer comforts....contribute to a sense of de-
ferred death -...perhaps, even illusions of immortality.... 
 "I find it significant that it is a crucified criminal who is the first to recognize 
that Jesus on the cross is his savior and, with no moral or righteous qualifications, is 
saved. And at the very moment of his prayer, 'remember me,' his salvation is accom-
plished 'today.' [Clear, unequivocal affirmation (Truly...) and the blessed assurance, 
'with me.'] 
 "There is more to understand about life after death, but what more do we need 
to know besides this: that something happens after we die, and that Jesus will be 
there?" Peterson 248-250 

Message Outline continued next page…. 

Following Jesus: Trusting God in Everything-  
Nothing Else on the Bucket List 

Luke 23:26-56 
 

 "Death is the defining act ('reason') of Jesus' life: 'it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour' (John 12:27).The dying took three hours - from noon to three o'clock 
in the afternoon on a Friday just outside Jerusalem. .... 
 “Jesus' death is a real death....But there was more, far more, to Jesus' death than 
the cessation of vital signs. Salvation was accomplished....His death, a willed and sacrifi-
cial death, was an offering for the death-dealing sins of the world, a death that conquered 
death. it was the death of death.... 
 "Revisiting Jesus' death is different from visits we make to a cemetery bringing 
flowers, keeping the memory of our beloved dead in focus. We are not at the cross to 
remember or do homage. We are here to probe the meaning of our daily dying in the 
company of Jesus' dying for us.... 
 “Christians die twice. The first death is when we set out to follow Jesus, deny 
self, take up his cross, and choose to live obediently and believingly in his sacrificial 
company and not pridefully isolated in our own. We pray in company with Jesus as he 
prays his death. As we do this, our death gets included in his death....Before Jesus 
prayed his death on the cross, he commanded us to die even  as he himself would die: 'If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me' (Matt. 16:24). Which is to say, '...follow me to my death on the cross.'" 
*Peterson, Tell It Slant Eerdmans 2008, 239-241 Luke 9:23-4; Galatians 2:20 
 

1. Warning of coming judgment 23:26-31 
“Jesus dd not renounce their act of sympathy, but told them that weeping was 

much more appropriate for the judgment that would come on Jerusalem for the deed then 
under way (vss. 27-28).  It would be so filled with terror that those who had no children, 
normally thought to be accursed, would be considered the most fortunate (vs. 29)…Jesus 
is the green wood…God’s judgments were now falling on him, though it was not fitting 
that they should, any more than it is fitting to use green wood for fire….” Miller, Lay-
man’s Bible Commentaries: Saint Luke SCM 1960, 163 

 
2. Jesus our model, our example v. 32-56 
“In vss. 32-56 Jesus’ way is described in terms of both horizontal and vertical relation-
ships. In his horizontal relations with others Jesus’ innocence is accented. In his vertical 
relationship with the Father, Jesus’ obedience is highlighted…one does not truly per-
ceive Jesus’ way unless both are seen. The one who as a lad ‘increased…in favor with 
God and man’ (2:52) now ends his career with the emphasis on just those two relation-
ships…the one so described is intended to function as a model for the disciples who fol-
low him.” Talbert Reading Luke Crossroad 1986 219 

 
a) Father, forgive those who hate me Luke 23:32-39 
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. Luke 23:34 "It is 
worth recollecting the identity of the "them" and the 'they' - these people who are killing 
Jesus....Did they not know what they were doing?...Jesus on trial on trumped-up charges. 
The religious court and the secular court, collaborating in his condemnation and death 
sentence. Onlookers and friends alike, scattering like rats from a sinking ship. And what 
does Jesus do? He absolves them from guilt on the grounds that they don't know what 
they are doing. He prays to his Father for their forgiveness.... 

Message Outline 



Crossroads Information 

d) The Jesus follower’s innocent death is evangelistic. Everyone 
is welcome 
 “The exchange indicates that the martyrdom of Jesus performed an evan-
gelistic function…Christians…believed martyrdom…helped to spread the gospel. 
Justin, Dialogue, 110, says, ‘the more we are persecuted, the more do others in 
ever-increasing numbers embrace the faith.’… 
 “Jesus did not die because of a lust for death (cf. 22:42); he sought to 
avoid it, if God would permit it…Such a death is persuasive because it testifies to a 
selfless commitment. 
 That the one who was converted was a crucified criminal means that this 
story fits into the motif of Jesus’ mediating forgiveness to the outcasts of society 
(5:29ff; 7:36ff; 15:1-2; 18:9-14; 19:1-10).” Talbert 220-224    
 

e) Father, I trust you Luke 23:44-48 
…darkness came over the whole land…for the sun stopped shining. And the 
curtain in the temple was torn in two. 23:44-45 
“this was a time of the power of darkness (22:53).” Talbert 224-225. 
“The curtain between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. Its tearing symbol-
ized Christ’s opening the way directly to God (Heb 9:3, 8; 10:19-22.” NIV Study 
Bible ftn. v. 45 Zondervan 1985 
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. Luke 23:46 (Psalm31:5) – Miller 
166 
 "It was a prayer of unquestioning trust...A no-questions-asked readiness to 
leave everything in the hands of the Father. A prayer that comes out of a deep 
sense of well-being, security....But the circumstances in which Jesus prayed this 
child-prayer were anything but secure and safe...hanging naked on that cross....[But 
this was not a] prayer of resignation...'throwing in the towel.' 
 "Jesus was not giving up; he was entering in - entering into the work of 
salvation in which everything he experienced was being put to the uses of salva-
tion....In this...prayer we find ourselves, as we daily die with Jesus, committing 
ourselves to the Father's care in the thick of evil....A key sentence in Caussade is: 
'If we have abandoned ourselves to God, there is only one rule for us: the duty of 
the present moment.'... 
 "This is not a prayer we hold in reserve for our deathbed...We pray it when 
we get out of bed each morning, alive yet another day....'Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.' Peterson 250-253 
 “This prayer of calm assurance in God at the moment of his death was 
enough to convince the centurion of Jesus’ innocence.” Talbert 225 

 
3. Jesus really died 23:49-56 
 “Verse 49 proclaims that the Galileans witness Jesus’ death…Here we 
have it affirmed: Jesus really died…the one who was empowered is the one who 
dies…It was through the suffering of these things that Jesus’ obedience was per-
fected. It was only on the other side of these sufferings that the empowered one 
entered into glory.” Talbert 225 

Message Outline Continued 

Crossroads Sunday Morning Worship services are cancelled  
April 5, 12 & 19. Keep tuned for further updates. 
 
You are invited to join Mennonite Brethren from across Canada in 
prayer.  
National day of prayer 
Psalm 85: Trust, lament, hope. 
April 8, 2020, 11 am CDT.  
11 am CDT 
How to join 
Download and install Zoom 
 
Activities/Resources from MCC: 
Easter is almost here! Try this printable colouring page. At Easter, 
many Ukrainians decorate eggs to give to friends and family as a symbol 
of new life. Visit mcccanada.ca/stories/colour-your-own-easter-egg, for an 
afternoon of fun. 
 
In a time of uncertainty and social distancing, we want to offer you a selec-
tion of educational and engaging resources. From prayers to recipes 
and cooking videos, from colouring pages to stories that give you a 
glimpse of life across the world, we hope you can find something just for 
you. Visit mcccanada.ca/resources-time-uncertainty-covid-19. 
 
Prospective students and parents, come to a Virtual CMU Open 
House!  Tuesday, April 7, between 1:00 – 2:00 PM CST.  Join in a virtual 
tour of CMU's campus, engage live questions and answers with our Ad-
missions team, and have a chance to hear from faculty and current stu-
dents. Open to all students, parents, and anyone else interested in learn-
ing a bit more about CMU!  Go to www.cmu.ca/openhouse for details.  
 
The MHC Gallery’s present exhibit, Breaking the Silence on Domestic 
Violence2, is running from Friday, March 20 – Saturday, May 2 and is 
now online! This is an important show. Domestic violence is a pervasive 
reality in Manitoba and ‘home’ can often be the most dangerous place for 
women and their children. This Gallery exhibit is powerful, disturbing, and 
honest and comes with the hope that more will be done to protect those of 
all ages dealing with domestic abuse. Go to cmu.ca/gallery to view the 
exhibit online. 
 
SBC offers an on-line 1 week intensive course: Gospel of John in 1st 
Century and Middle Eastern Perspective with Dr. Arley Loewen. Live 
Video Stream, April 27 - May 1, 2020, 9am - 4pm. Avail. for credit ($807) or 
for audit ($403.50) 


