
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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Low in the Grave He Lay 
 
 
Low in the grave He lay— 
  Jesus my Savior! 
Waiting the coming day— 
  Jesus my Lord! 
 
Chorus: 
Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to 
reign. 
He arose! He arose! 
  Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 
Vainly they watch His bed— 
  Jesus, my Savior! 
Vainly they seal the dead— 
  Jesus my Lord! 
 
Death cannot keep his prey— 
  Jesus, my Savior! 
He tore the bars away— 
  Jesus my Lord! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
 
 
Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high,  
Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, 
reply, Alleluia! 
 
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting?  
Alleluia! Once He died our souls to 
save, Alleluia! Where thy victory,  
O grave? Alleluia! 
 
Love’s redeeming work is done,  
Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, 
Alleluia! Death in vain forbids His rise, 
Alleluia! Christ hath opened paradise, 
Alleluia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ hath led, 
Alleluia! Foll’wing our exalted Head, 
Alleluia! Made like Him, like Him we 
rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, 
the skies, Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

 
 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,  
for I know that you are looking for Jesus,  

who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen,  
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.” 

Matthew 28:5-6 
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b) The explanation of the angels: Jesus has risen from the dead, as He pre-
dicted 24:5-7 
c) The women remember Jesus’ prediction 24:8. Witnesses named 24:10 
d) Peter visits the tomb, and finds it empty 24:11-12 
e) The linen in which Jesus’ dead body was wrapped (23:53) is lying there 
24:12 
 
3. Jesus, having defeated death, is alive with a physical body 24:13-53 
a) He is visible, He walks, talks, holds bread 24:13-30 and eats 24:42 
b) He is recognizable 24:31, 35 
c) They could touch Him and feel that He had flesh and bone 24:39 
d) His hands and feet identified him as Jesus 24:39 
 ‘Why do you doubt who I am? Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can 
see that it’s really me.’ 24:38-9 
“Only human beings eat. For Luke the risen Lord, no less than the pre-Easter Jesus, was 
flesh and bones, corporeal, truly human. The risen Jesus not only eats, he also can be 
seen (presumably even the wounds in his hands and feet) and touched. 
“These two stories say the same thing about the nature of Jesus’ victory over death: it is 
not to be understood as an escape from this perishable frame but as a transformation of 
it; it is not to be understood as a transformation into a purely spiritual, angelic being, 
because Jesus remain-ed flesh and bones, though immortal and not limited by time and 
space….In Luke 24 one sees the nature of Jesus’ victory over death: it is the same victo-
ry for which his disciples hope (1 John 3:2).” Talbert, 229 Human life also goes on after 
death 20:37-8; 16:19-31; 18:29-30 
 
4. Jesus still shows up, inviting people to follow Him Acts 9:1-6 
 “But a broad pattern is obvious: people that live in Muslim-dominated lands pay 
a heavy price for placing their faith in Christ. Family members, in particular, can exert 
tremendous pressure on a new believer…. 
 “When we consider the price that is frequently paid by those who have come to 
faith in Christ, a natural question comes to mind: What was it about Jesus or the Chris-
tian faith that they found to be sufficiently compelling, making them willing to pay such 
a heavy price?... 
 “During the past ten years, an extensive questionnaire compiled at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary’s School of World Mission has been filled out by some 600 Muslim-
background believers (or those who knew them well). The results provided here are 
drawn from a representative sample of 120 of those surveys. The respondents are drawn 
from 39 countries and over 50 ethnic groups…. 
 “…over one-fourth of those surveyed state quite emphatically that dreams and 
visions were key in drawing them to Christ and sustaining them through difficult times… 
 “…One Egyptian Muslim was reading…Luke 3, where the Holy Spirit descend-
ed on Jesus in the form of a dove. God said, ‘This is my son, in whom I am well 
pleased.’ As he read those words, a stormy wind broke into his room. A voice spoke to 
him saying, ‘I am Jesus Christ, whom you hate. I am the Lord whom you are looking 
for.’ He recalls that he ‘wept and wept, accepting Jesus from that time.’” Woodberry & 
Shubin, “Muslims tell…’Why I Chose Jesus’”, Mission Frontiers March 2001, 28-33, 
http://www.missionfrontiers.org/issue/article/muslims-tell...-why-i-chose-jesus 
 
5. Jesus’ followers tell the world the fact & meaning of His resurrection 
a) The command Talbert 231  [Jesus] told them, ‘This is what is written: The Mes-
siah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the for-
giveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

Message Outline continued next page…. 

“That you may know:” Because of Easter,  
Jesus’ followers have an amazing future  

Luke 23:44-24:53 
 

A. Jesus calls His followers to the pattern of life He followed – a life of power 
and sacrifice – and that’s why the resurrection is crucial 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled 
among us just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewit-
nesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investi-
gated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have 
been taught. 1:1-4 Luke was a medical doctor. Colossians 4:14 
 “The author writes, he says, to give Theophilus certainty....[In] the Lukan biography 
of Jesus…the work and words of Jesus are narrated with the intent that they be emulated-not 
in a mechanical way but with imagination and conviction, and not through one’s own strength 
but through the power of the Holy Spirit.” Talbert, Reading Luke Crossroad, 1986, 4-5 
 See Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes Inter-Varsity 2008, 149, 155, 241 
concerning Luke writing based on eye witness testimony and written sources 
Then [Jesus] said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow me. 9:23 You will be betrayed even by parents 
…and friends and they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate you because of 
me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you will win life. 21:16-18 
 “In [Luke] Jesus, in his adult life, passes through three stages: (a) empowering (3:21-
22; 4:16ff.); (b) suffering-death (chap. 9ff.); and (c) resurrection-glory (Luke 24)….In the 
second place, Jesus…calls his disciples to participate in the same developmental process 
through which he lived. [In Luke 9:23] it is not empowering or glory about which he speaks, 
but suffering-death….Luke stresses that the disciple takes up the cross daily, that is, continu-
ally.” “The evangelist, having presented Jesus in his Galilean ministry as a Spirit-empowered 
conqueror of evil, now is concerned to show that even such a figure is…not immediately and 
automatically triumphant because of the power of the Spirit unleashed in his life in healing, 
exorcism, and teaching, but he will be rejected and killed. Only on the other side of this sub-
jection to the limitations of this age will he enter into his final glory. The same limitations 
apply also to the disciples.” Talbert 104, 105  
 
B. Such a life is worth it because Jesus, who died, is alive “The first overriding func-
tion [of Luke 24] is to state the nature of Jesus’ victory over death.” Talbert 226 
 
1. Jesus died and was buried. 23:44-56 See 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

a) Women disciples watched Him die at the hands of an executioner 23:44-49. 
See 8:1-3 

 

b) They followed the body to the tomb, intending to return to the tomb later 
23:50-56 
 “As implied in the story as a whole the women saw the grave with a view to coming 
back later.” Reiling et al., A Translator’s Handbook on the Gospel of Luke UBS 1971 p. 741 
 
2. His tomb is empty  24:1-12 

a) The body of Jesus is not in the tomb when the women return 24:1-3 
“What is important for Luke is that these women witnessed the crucifixion (23:49), the burial 
(23:55), and the empty tomb (24:3).” Craddock, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year 
C Trinity 1994, 218    

Message Outline 



Crossroads Sunday Morning Worship is cancelled April 19. Keep tuned for 
further updates. 
 
Quilting for MCC is cancelled until further notice. 
 
The MHC Gallery’s present exhibit, Breaking the Silence on Domestic Vio-
lence2, is running from Friday, March 20 – Saturday, May 2 and is now 
online! This is an important show. Domestic violence is a pervasive reality in 
Manitoba and ‘home’ can often be the most dangerous place for women and 
their children. This Gallery exhibit is powerful, disturbing, and honest and 
comes with the hope that more will be done to protect those of all ages dealing 
with domestic abuse. Go to cmu.ca/gallery to view the exhibit online. 
 
SBC offers an on-line 1 week intensive course: Gospel of John in 1st Century 
and Middle Eastern Perspective with Dr. Arley Loewen. Live Video Stream, 
April 27 - May 1, 2020, 9am - 4pm. Avail. for credit ($807) or for audit ($403.50) 
 
Story from Mennonite Disaster Service re COVID-19: 
On her 87th birthday, Betty Brunk, a resident of Harrisonburg, Virginia, penned 
a poem that colorfully tells the story of how MDS volunteers just won’t stop 
(safely) serving, even in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In her poem, entitled “GIVE ME A TASK!” Brunk wrote (in part): 
Give me a task! 
Please give me a task! 
Is this too much to ask? 
That you give me a task? 
What’s this about masks? 
Somebody needs masks? 
That sounds like a task 
that I could do. 
Brunk is among dozens of volunteers in Harrisonburg that helped deliver 500 
masks to first responders, including rescue squads, firefighters and police offic-
ers. And they did it all while safely social distancing.  

Crossroads Information You are witnesses of these things. 24:46-8 
“in his name – ‘on the basis of (all that) his name (implies)’ 
“That repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached…to all nations’ …that you 
should preach to all nations, ‘Repent and God will forgive you your sins.’” Reiling & 
Swellengrebel A Translator’s Handbook on the Gospel of Luke UBS 1971, 763  

“A second theme is the universality of God’s offer of repentance and forgiveness 
of sins (v. 47). Luke made this point as early as the presentation of the infant Jesus in the 
temple (2:29-32), and Jesus placed it on his agenda at the opening of his ministry in Naza-
reth (4:16-30).” Craddock 265  

“…the meaning of the resurrection of Jesus is inextricably linked… to engagement 
in mission.” Cousar, Texts for Preaching: Year B Westminster 1993, p. 296 “For Luke [the 
gospel] is repentance and forgiveness of sins.” Craddock 265 

 
b) His authority to command & our sales pitch: Jesus did what He said He 
would do 
 “In vs. 6 the angels say, ‘Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on 
the third day rise.’ The reference is to the predictions in 9:22, 44 (cf. 17:25; 18:32-33). 
What Jesus prophesied has been fulfilled. In vs. 44 is a similar motif…The events of Luke 
22-24 have fulfilled Jesus’ prophetic words…if Jesus’ words have been fulfilled, he is a true 
prophet who speaks with authority. This is the one who gives the mission command.. On 
the other hand, vss. 46-47 not only indicate that the Christ’s Passion is a fulfillment of 
scripture but so is the mission to Israel and the nations.” Talbert 231-2  
 
c) God will give you the power to do this 24:49 
 “Without the Holy Spirit they would not be able to take the gospel beyond the com-
fort zone of Israel to all the nations of the world.” Craddock 265 
 “Thus, the purpose of God laid down in the Old Testament, its fulfilment in Jesus, 
and its proclamation by the Church, are all parts of one grand whole, no part of which can 
be rightly understood apart from the others. The power to make their witness effective was 
the Father’s promise of the Holy Spirit (vs. 49; Acts 1:5). The Holy Spirit enables us to un-
derstand the Scriptures (contrast 18:34 with 24:44-47), and empowers our witness. The 
Scriptures, the Church, and the Holy Spirit are a sort of trinity which together form God’s 
weapon of impact on the world.” Miller, Layman’s Bible Commentaries: Saint Luke SCM 
1960, 174 
 
6. When you fail, turn to Jesus-Peter did, and met Him again! 24:12,34 
But whoever disowns me before others will be disowned before the angels of God. 12:9 
Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers. 22:31-2 
Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen 
lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 
24:12 
 “The very fact that Peter was there says much for him. The story of his denial of his 
Master was not a thing that could be kept silent; and yet he had the moral courage to face 
those who knew his shame. There was something of the hero in Peter, as well as something 
of the coward.” Barclay , Daily Study Bible: The Gospel of Luke Revised ed., Welch 1975,  
292 
 “Jesus appeared to Peter. That must remain one of the great untold stories of the 
world. But surely it is a lovely thing that Jesus should make one of his first appearances to 
the man who had denied him.” Barclay 296Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 2 Corinthians 7:10 

Message Outline Continued 


