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*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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Day by Day 
 
Day by day, and with each passing moment, 
Strength I find to meet my trials here; 
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, 
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 
He, whose heart is kind beyond all measure, 
Gives unto each day what He deems best, 
Lovingly its part of pain and pleasure, 
Mingling toil with peace and rest.  
 
Every day the Lord Himself is near me, 
With a special mercy for each hour; 
All my cares He fain would bear and cheer me, 
He whose name is Counsellor and Pow’r. 
The protection of His child and treasure 
Is a charge that on Himself He laid; 
“As thy days, thy strength shall be in measure,” 
This the pledge to me He made.  
 
Help me then, in every tribulation, 
So to trust Thy promises, O Lord, 
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation, 
Offered me within Thy holy Word. 
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, 
E’er to take, as from a father’s hand, 
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, 
Till with Christ the Lord I stand.  
 
 
 
 

Take My Life and Let It Be 
 
Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise (x2) 
 
Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee (x2) 
 
Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King; 
Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee (x2) 
 
Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose (x2) 
 
Take my will, and make it Thine; 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart; it is Thine own; 
It shall be Thy royal throne (x2) 
 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure-store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee (x2)  
. 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18   
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Order of Service 

Song selection                                                                                                          

Online prayer ministry                                                      

Scripture Reading Genesis 11:27-12:5; 13:1-13; 14:8-16; 18:16-26; 19:14-16,29   

Message     “The difference a Godly Uncle, Aunt, Mentor, Grandparent makes”       Marvin Dyck     



"Abram takes the initiative in suggesting that such a quarrel between kinsmen is 
unseemly. As the elder of the two he might have staked his claim first; instead he defers to 
Lot." Davidson Cambridge Bible Commentary: Genesis 12-50 28. “Abraham is about to 
hand the Promised Land to Lot.” Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative Zondervan 
1992, 143. "But because he believes the promise, he does not doubt that he will finally 
receive the land God wants him to have. He risks everything by permitting Lot to choose. 
Whereas the intervention of Yahweh in 12:17 brought curse, in 13:14, the parallel inter-
vention brings blessing." Brueggemann, Interpretation: Genesis John Knox 1982, 130 

"While the need for more land, water, and grass holds the potential for conflict, 
the story surprises us. There is no conflict on the part of Abraham. In contrast to the calcu-
lating self-serving of 12:10-20, here Abraham is magnanimous in the extreme. Whereas 
his inability to trust the promise had made him fearful in the preceding tale, here his trust 
of the promise makes him gracious and generous.… Abraham is not now anxious about 
his life (cf. Luke 12:22). He is presented as the man of faith, content to rely on the promise 
of God. Therefore, he acts as a man ‘rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21).” See Luke 12:13-34 
Brueggemann 130-1 

“Abram’s generosity toward his nephew Lot in allowing him to pick the best of 
the land for himself is recognized by most commentators as being set out as a model for 
his descendants to imitate.” Wenham 299 
 If you belong to Christ, then you are the descendants of Abraham and will receive 
what God has promised. Galatians 3:29, Good News Translation 
 

b) You can’t always prevent their foolish choices 
 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. 
The two men parted company: 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived 
among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 13 Now the people of 
Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the L9:;. 13:1-3 

“Abram and Lot have worked together amicably…and Lot is presumed to share 
in the promise of divine protection and blessing which comes to those who identify them-
selves with Abram (12:2-3). It may be that Lot was originally regarded as Abram’s heir. 

“But here, as a result of a quarrel between Abram and Lot’s herdsmen, Lot moves 
out of Abram’s orbit…to the cities…whose inhabitants were great sinners (vv 12-13).…
what [Lot] viewed as a great step forward was to be his ruin, for these cities were destined 
to destruction.” Wenham 299 
 

c) Prayerfully decide what to do when their foolish choices backfire 
14:8-16 
They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in 
Sodom. 14:12 “As 12:3 has forecast, those who join with Abraham (14:13) will enjoy his 
blessing (14:24), but those who separate from him, as Lot had done (13:12), will suffer the 
same fate as Sodom and Gomorrah (14:11-12).” “[B]y means of Abraham, Lot’s welfare is 
restored…”  Sailhamer 145, 146  

“There is no suggestion here of Abraham's great military prowess, and never 
again is this aspect of his personality and career so much as alluded to. Melchizedek, who 
came to greet him on his return ascribes the victory entirely to God, and Abraham tacitly 
assents." Sarna 115-116 

“He does not hesitate to go into battle against an army greater than his (cf. Dt 
20;1). Thus the author informs us that he took with him only 318 men, a number that cor-
responds to Gideon’s 300 men in Judges 7:6….it appears that the author has intended to 
show that Abraham lived a life in harmony with God’s will... Abraham was one who pic-
tured God’s Law written on his heart….This is the same picture of Abraham that later 
emerges as the central figure in the NT writers’ portrayal of life under the new covenant 
(e.g., Rom 4, Gal 3)” Sailhamer 147-8 

Message Outline continued next page…. 

The difference a Godly Uncle, Aunt, Mentor, Grandparent makes 
Genesis 11:27-12:5; 13:1-13; 14:8-16; 18:16-26; 19:14-16, 29 

 
 “…the boy…felt drawn to the extremist individuals he met online: ‘I liked them 
because they were adults and they thought I was an adult. I was one of them…They took 
me seriously…They treated me like a rational human being, and they never laughed at me.’ 
 “For kids between ages 11 and 15 especially, this sense of inclusion is an incredi-
bly powerful lure, says Gil Noam, an associate professor of psychology at Harvard Medical 
School…whose research focuses on child and adolescent development.  
 “In this stage, the issue is not so much ‘Who am I?’ but rather, ‘Where do I be-
long?’ he says. ‘Who includes me? Who treats me well?’ 
“Extremist recruiters understand, Noam says, that a child at this age is more likely to re-
spond to the pull of community and a sense of purpose, even if they don’t readily identify 
with a group’s core mess-age.” Caitlin Gibson “How white supremacists are recruiting boys 
online” Washington Post 17/9/2019 
 “[Studies] suggest spiritual disciplines such as Bible reading and prayer are often 
passed on by parents, but grandparents additionally have a special ability to pass on a sense 
of identity, purpose and belonging. Another study even suggested closer ties with grandpar-
ents reduce depression symptoms in grandkids, and there are fewer emotional and behav-
ioural problems.” Newman “The grandparents of our faith” Faith Today, November/
December 2019, 52 

 
1. What does this young person need? Am I able to provide it? 11:27-
12:5 
“[This story]…introduces…Lot’s close relationship with his uncle Abram, who appears to 
have adopted him after Lot’s father died.” Wenham, Word Biblical Commentary: Genesis 1
-15 Word 1987, 259. 
 

2. Part of your gift is modelling obedience to God’s call 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great,  and you will be a blessing.  
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 12:1-4 
“…the migration from Haran involved for Abraham the agonizing decision to 

wrench himself away from his family in the sure knowledge that he was not likely ever 
again to see his father.” Sarna Understanding Genesis Schocken 1966,101 

 

3. Model trust in God and generosity to people 13:1-13 
a) Two indigenous groups, you and your nephew – how can we all get 
along? 
“...the Perizzite – the highlander, or dweller in the hills and woods of Palestine (Josephus, 
Bochart); in the open country and in villages, as opposed to the Canaanites, who occupied 
walled towns (Kalisch, Wordsworth); a tribe of wandering nomads (Murphy)….Their intro-
duction here is…an explanation of the difficulty of finding pasture-the land was occupied 
(12:6) dwelt then in the land (13:7).” Pulpit 193 

Message Outline  



d) When they keep making foolish choices, teach the right way as 
you are able, pray for them and for those around them 18:16-26 
For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household af-
ter him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that 
the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him. 18:19 
"The chosenness of Abraham is not an end in itself. Its purpose is to do Yahweh's 
purpose of righteousness and justice (v. 19)." Brueggemann, Interpretation: Genesis 
John Knox 1982, 169 "Abraham...has a responsibility placed upon him...to in-
struct coming generations so that they may keep the way of the LORD, that is, live 
the kind of life the LORD expects. This life can only be described in terms of doing 
what is right and just, literally, righteousness and justice....[that is,] a society so or-
dered under God that the rights and needs of all are met." Davidson, Cambridge Bi-
ble Commentary: Genesis 12-50 Cambridge 1979, 68 
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an exam-
ple for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 1 Timo-
thy 4:12 
Their sin is so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as 
bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.’ 18:20-21 
 “…the LORD had hinted in v. 21 that he wanted intercession for Sodom.” 
Wenham 50, 53.  
 "The righteousness and justice of Abraham are not simply moral obedience. 
They are also a passion for the well-being of the very ones who have violated God. 
Calvin says of Abraham that in this passage he has a 'sense of humanity.'" 
Brueggemann 169-170 “The lesson also evokes reflection on intercession and sug-
gests the possibility of bold prayers for mercy. Tucker, Preaching Through the 
Christian Year: Year C Trinity 1994, 349. "It is easy enough to grow cynical and 
imagine that nothing matters anyway, for evil is too overwhelming. It is equally easy 
to grow selfish as if there is some private well-being available to us. This text refutes 
both....[T]he virtue and obedience of faithful persons are valued by God and have 
redemptive potential." Brueggemann 175 Jer. 29:4-7; Ezekiel 22:30-31 
“In interceding for Sodom, Abraham is portrayed as fulfilling a role particularly as-
sociated with prophets….[N]ote…verbal links with Moses’ great intercession in 
Exodus 32-34, Samuel (1 Samuel 12:23), Amos (7:1-9), and Jeremiah (e.., Jer 14:7-
9, 13; 15:1) also pleaded with God on the nation’s behalf. Here Abraham is not pray-
ing for his own people (he does not mention Lot) but for Sodom, and this makes this 
episode unique among prophetic intercessions.” Wenham 53 
“…the patriarch is not pleading that the innocent be allowed to escape. Rather, he is 
posing the possibility of the forgiveness of the entire city because of the innocent…
Without qualification, the Lord accedes to Abraham’s petition….In the account of 
divine justice, this dialogue emphasizes divine mercy.” Tucker, Preaching Through 
the Christian Year: Year C Trinity 1994, 349 
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along 
with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 
23:33-34 
 
 

Message Outline Continued 

e) God’s mercy goes beyond the words of your prayers 19:12-16, 29 
When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his 
two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the L9:; was merciful to 
them. 19:16 
 “…the narrator explicitly reminds the readers that Lot’s rescue was an answer 
to Abraham’s prayer in the previous chapter: ‘And God remembered Abraham and 
sent Lot from the midst of the destruction of the cities where Lot lived’ (v. 29).” 
Sailhamer 171-2).  
…he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct 
of the lawless 
2 Peter 2:7 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed. Is. 53:5 

"Isaiah 53:5, 10...seems to have made a premise of the question raised in Gen. 
18. It is now assumed that the innocent one has saving power in the lives of others, not 
by easily preempting the guilt of others, but by the capacity to receive it into one's own 
body and there to rob it of its deathly power and passion." Brueggemann 174. "The 
capacity of one to save others is the ground of Paul's argument about the righteousness 
of God in Rom. 3:21-26." Brueggemann 174 
But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight – not by 
obeying the law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long ago. We are made 
right in God’s sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we 
all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done. 
For all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet now God in his 
gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, 
who has freed us by taking away our sins. For God sent Jesus to take the punish-
ment for our sins and to satisfy God’s anger against us. We are made right with 
God when we believe that Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing his life for us. Romans 
3:21-25, New Living Translation 1996. 



Crossroads Sunday Morning Worship is cancelled May 10 & 17. Keep tuned for 
further updates. 
 
Save the Date! Membership Meeting Wednesday May 27th- Every year we hold 
our AGM in May. This year it will be held online via Zoom. Zoom is accessible by 
computer, smart phone, or (for audio only) regular phone. More information to come. 
 
Multiply Central Canada is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
We have arranged a conference call with Japan!  
Japan- Thursday, May 14  
"Japan is a nation of 129+ million people and after 150 years of mission activity, 
still less than 1% identify as followers of Jesus, making it one of the least reached 
nations in the world. However, God is always at work! Join with us as we meet 
with Multiply workers and Japanese national partners to listen, understand, and 
join together in prayer for the Japanese churches and people   
 
MUD Cafe - Latte Evening, Our missionaries from Myanmar will be speaking about 
their presence in Myanmar and what God is leading them to.  Time: May 11, 2020 
08:00  
 
Hope lies in prevention 
Four years ago, cholera swept through two remote communities in Haiti, killing 291 
people. MCC helped install water purification systems, build latrines and provide 
hygiene training. One year later, there were zero deaths from cholera. That’s the 
power of prevention-based care. As COVID-19 begins to creep into these vulner-
able communities, the hope lies in these same prevention strategies.  https://
mcccanada.ca/stories/proven-methods-bring-hope-covid-19-prevention-haiti? 
 
Living creatively and joyfully with children 
Many of us now face new realities when it comes to parenting. During this 
time, we invite you to explore a collection of ideas taken or adapted from the 
book Parent Trek, a resource commissioned by MCC. This resource is for 
adults interested in helping children “develop the capacity to live creative, 
generous, joyful lives in a world of limits and great disparities.” See  
https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/living-creatively-joyfully-children-even-
indoors?  
 
Online Webinars: CMU’s Admissions Department is offering information webinars 
online every Wednesday at 2:00 PM CDT. These webinars are designed particularly 
for prospective students and their parents. Go to cmu.ca/campuvisit for webinar in-
formation. 
 
Due to the ongoing travel restrictions and social distancing directives in place around 
the world, CMU’s Canadian School of Peacebuilding (CSOP) is is offering 
three  fully online courses this spring including: Leading in an Age of Polarization, 
Does Religion Cause Violence? and Reconciling Stories: Indigenous Laws and 
Lands. Go to csop.cmu.ca for details and to register.  

Crossroads Information 


