
*Crossroads records and posts its services to a secure site  
to allow our church family, who are unable to attend, to join in worship* 

 

*Crossroads strives to maintain a scent-reduced environment* 

 Believe that Jesus, God’s son, died for your sins and rose again from the dead. 

 Accept God’s forgiveness for, and turn away from your sins. 

 By faith, make Jesus Christ the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

 Publicly declare your commitment to Christ. 

You can accept him by faith through praying like this: 
“Oh God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for 
my sins and I am willing to turn away from them. I now receive Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour, and accept Him as Lord of my life. From this 
moment on, I will live for Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

If you have prayed this prayer, thereby receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, then you have become a follower of Jesus. 
 
It is important that when you receive Christ’s love and forgiveness you tell someone 
about it just as soon as possible. Tell a pastor and one or two close friends; it will help 
seal this act of faith in your mind and heart. 

We gather in smaller groups during the week at various times and places, to care for one 
another and study the Bible together. On Sunday, we come together as a large congre-
gation to prayerfully express our worship to God and enjoy the inspiration of relevant and 
practical learning from the Bible. Between those smaller gatherings and larger celebra-
tions, we represent God among the people with whom we live in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and with whom we work. 
 
Our prayer is that you will experience God’s presence and the care of God’s people as 
we spend this hour together and that the decisions you make today will help you live as 
an honorable member of the family of God. If you would like more information on how to 
get involved with a Small Group, feel free to speak to an usher. 
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When We All Get to Heaven 
1 Sing the wondrous love of Jesus, 
sing his mercy and his grace; 
in the mansions bright and blessed 
he'll prepare for us a place. 
 
Refrain: 
When we all get to heaven, 
what a day of rejoicing that will be! 
When we all see Jesus 
we'll sing and shout the victory. 
 
2 While we walk the pilgrim pathway 
clouds will overspread the sky, 
but when traveling days are over, 
not a shadow, not a sigh. [Refrain] 
 
3 Let us then be true and faithful, 
trusting, serving every day; 
just one glimpse of Him in glory 
will the toils of life repay. [Refrain] 
 
What a Day that Will Be 
1 There is coming a day 
When no heartaches shall come 
No more clouds in the sky 
No more tears to dim the eye 
All is peace forever more 
On that happy golden shore 
What a day, glorious day that will be 

Chorus 
What a day that will be 
When my Jesus I shall see 
When I look upon His face 
The One who saved me by His grace 
When He takes me by the hand 
And leads me to the Promised Land 
What a day, glorious day that will be 
 
2 There'll be no sorrows there 
And no more burdens to bear 
No more sickness and no more pain 
No more parting over there 
And forever I will be 
With the One who died for me 
What a day, glorious day that will be 
 
3 What a day that will be 
When my Jesus I shall see 
When I look upon His face 
The One who saved me by His grace 
When He takes me by the hand 
And leads me to the Promised Land 
What a day, glorious day that will be 
 

Source: Musixmatch, Songwriters: Jim HillWhat A 

Day That Will Be lyrics © Ben Speer Music 

To Become a Christian 

Experience God’s Presence  

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place  
is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear  
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain,  

for the old order of things has passed away.”  
Revelation 21:3-4 

Welcome to Crossroads MB Church 
 

Sunday—June 7, 2020 

Order of Service 

Children’s Feature                                                                                           

Music Ministry                                                                                                

Online prayer ministry at 10:30 online church service 

Scripture Reading   2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5   

Message                              “Strength in Weakness”                                   Marvin Dyck 

Song                              “When we all get to heaven” WT 643 



Strength in Weakness 
2 Corinthians 12 

 
“…it would seem that Paul’s opponents were boasting about their visions, and Paul now 
counter-attacks them on their own ground just as he has done in the previous chapter.” 
Tasker, The Second Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians Tyndale 1958, 169    
 
1. God sometimes gives Jesus followers a glimpse of heaven 
 “Caught up accentuates the truth that Paul himself, though he was conscious of 
what was happening, remained entirely passive during the vision, which was in no way 
self-induced….It would seem that paradise is virtually a synonym for the third heav-
en…’[P]aradise’…is used…in the New Testament for the place where the glory lost in 
Eden is regained by the faithful. The penitent thief was promised direct access to this 
blessed abode on the day of his death and in company with his newly accepted Lord (see 
Luke 23:43); and in Rev. 2:7, those who ‘overcome’ during their earthly pilgrimage are 
promised immortality portrayed under the imagery of ‘the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God’.” Tasker 170-172 
 

2. We don’t know a lot about the details of life in heaven 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1
-5 
 “Paul says nothing at all about what he saw during his rapturous experience in 
paradise. What he heard he describes as unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter. It is clear that this particular revelation was for Paul alone, to strengthen 
his belief in the reality of heaven and to reassure him during his sufferings on earth of 
the glory that awaited him for remaining faithful to his Lord. The date of the vision four-
teen years ago is evidence that Paul was granted this encouraging experience a year or 
two before embarking upon his great Gentile missions. The New Testament is deliber-
ately reticent about the details of the after-life; and it becomes Christians to refrain from 
idle and curious speculation on the subject. The things that are necessary for our salva-
tion God has made plain; what has not been made plain is not necessary.” Tasker 172 
 

3. Not all suffering is punishment for sin 
“this thorn or ‘splinter’…was evidently a distressing, not to say humiliating, physical 
ailment, which Paul feared might be a handicap to his effective ministry but which, in 
fact, by giving his pride a knock-out blow and keeping him dependent on divine ena-
bling, proved to be an aid, not a handicap.” Bruce, New Century Bible Commentary: 
1&2 Corinthians Eerdmans 1996, 248  

 

Message Outline 4. God allows Satan to trouble our lives in order to keep us humble 
“[W]hile Satan is portrayed in Job 2:5 as the agent of physical disease, and the bent wom-
an in Luke 13:16 is described as one ‘whom Satan hath bound’, he is also presented as the 
adversary who interferes with the spread of the gospel. Thus…in 1 Thes. 2:18, Satan is 
said to have prevented Paul more than once from paying a much-desired visit to the Thes-
salonians.” Tasker 177  
 “A messenger of Satan for Satan’s agency in afflicting a Christian’s body for his 
spiritual good, cf. 1 Cor. 5:5; Job provides an OT example. Through Satan God exercises 
his salutary paternal discipline on Paul, not, of course, by way of punishment (as in 1 Cor. 
5:5) but with a view to his growth in grace and more effective service.” Bruce 248 
 

5. God might answer a prayer for relief from suffering by showing in-
stead His power to give the strength to bear the suffering 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to 
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-
ness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 12:8-9 
“His prayer was indeed answered, not by his deliverance from the affliction, but by his 
receiving the necessary grace to bear it.” Bruce 249 
 “Jesus prayed three times that the humiliation and the suffering which He had 
been called upon to endure as the Sin-bearer of mankind might pass from Him. So Paul 
prayed thrice to his risen Master, that the ‘thorn in the flesh’ might depart from him. His 
prayer was not answered in the way he had at first wished; nevertheless, the answer he 
received remained with him as the most powerful inspiration in his life….as Hodge well 
comments, ‘The answer was not simply something past, but something which continued 
in its consoling power…It should be engraven on the palm of every believer’s hand.’” 
Tasker 178 
 ‘my power is made perfect in weakness: the principle is the same as that of 
4:7ff; if Paul’s preaching was so effective despite his physical weakness, then the 
‘transcendent power’ was manifestly God’s not his own. The realization of this makes 
him all the more gladly glory in his weaknesses: if they are the condition on which the 
power of Christ rests upon him, he welcomes them, together with the insults, hardships, 
persecutions and calamities which are part of his apostolic lot (cf. 11:23ff) – he wel-
comes them for the sake of Christ for it is when he is weak in himself that he is strong 
with the strength of Christ.” Bruce 249 
 This revelation from the Lord, more than all his other visions and revelations, 
provided him with the…key for interpreting his own experience. What he knew only too 
well was that ‘weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities’ (v. 10) were 
far more frequent and typical of his apostolic life than were visions and revelations. What 
is more, they placed him in more direct touch with the experience of Christ (Galatians 
2:20; 6:17; 2 Corinthians 4:10-11)… Indeed, the crucifixion of Christ came to symbolize 
human suffering experienced in response to a divine calling…[I]t was precisely through 
the cross, the symbol of weakness, that God had chosen to exhibit redemptive power. This 
was the paradox of the cross that formed the center of Paul’s preaching (1 Corinthians 
1:18-31). Through the cross, weakness had become the means through which he experi-
enced genuine strength.’ Holladay, Preaching Through the Christian Year: Year B Trinity 
1993, 335. 
 “Sexual struggle, whether in celibacy or marriage or nonmarital relationships, is 
not a problem to be stuffed away. If it’s well cared for, sexual disappoints can become 
like the apostle Paul’s ‘thorn’ – an enduring hardship that inspires a reliance on grace (2 
Corinthians 12:1-10). Paris, The End of Sexual Identity InterVarsity 2011, 137 
 
Message outline continued next page…. 



Other Announcements 

6. In areas of weakness, God’s power can live.  
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the L?@A filled 
the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 
had settled on it, and the glory of the L?@A filled the tabernacle. Exodus 40:34
-35 
 “Paul, it is clear, had learned to give due praise for this wonderful para-
dox…This is not the cry of a fanatic rejoicing in pain. Paul’s glorying rests on the 
assurance that only in this low estate will he be protected by the overshadowing 
power of Christ. The expression may rest upon me means literally, ‘may pitch his 
tent upon me’,.. i.e. as Hodge comments, ‘may dwell in me as in a tent, as the She-
chinah dwelt of old in the tabernacle’ (see Ex. 40:34)…. 

…only a convinced Christian can take pleasure in sufferings endured for 
Christ’s sake, for he alone has been initiated into the divine secret, that it is only 
when he is weak, having thrown himself unreservedly in penitence and humilty 
upon the never-failing mercies of God, that he is strong, with a strength not his 
own, but belonging to the Lord of all power and might’.” Tasker 179 
               “We don’t actually know what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was…Paul says it 
forces me to be dependent upon God. In fact, he told the Galatians…Galatians 
4:13 (NCV) – ‘You remember…that it was because of an illness that I came to you 
the first time, preaching the good News.’ God used even an illness to get the Gos-
pel out.” Warren, “Winning with the Hand You’re Dealt,” Hope for Mental 
Health, Saddleback Resources 2015, 5 
 “To Paul came the promise and the reality of the all-sufficient grace…It 
was sufficient for physical weariness…physical pain…opposition…[and the abil-
ity], as all this letter shows, to face slander.” Barclay, Daily Study Bible: The Let-
ters to the Corinthians Revised ed., Westminter 1956, 259. 
 
 

Message Outline Continued 

Looking for a new set up golf clubs? The MCC Thrift Shop Golf Sale is back! 
Shop Friday, June 19, 4-8 pm and Saturday, June 20, 9 am - 2 pm, at 7 Mer-
cury Bay. Looking to donate a set? Drop it off at the Sargent or Selkirk Thrift 
Shops, or drop it off at 7 Mercury Bay. Pick-ups can also be arranged - call Ron 
(204) 296-4949 or Connie (204) 261-4949.  
 
Join us online to hear reporting on the work and growth of MCC Manitoba and 
learn about MCC's COVID-19 response at our 56th Annual General Meeting 
from 7-9pm on June 25. For more info visit mccmb.ca/agm  
 
Join Grow Hope today and help provide food for vulnerable communities 
whose needs are more pronouonced during COVID-19. Find three people to 
sponsor a 1/3 acre at $100 and watch your donation grow! Learn more 
at mcccanada.ca/learn/more/grow-hope. 
 
For some, home isn't a safe place to be. Join Jaymie Friesen, MCC Manito-
ba's abuse response and prevention coordinator as she speaks about how 
COVID-19 and living in an environment of abuse play out during a pandem-
ic. Listen to the interview with Jaymie and learn how you can help at mccmb.ca/
Threads. 
 
CMU Open House – The next CMU Virtual Open House will include a virtual 
tour of CMU's campus, along with live conversation with staff, faculty and cur-
rent students. Prospective students, parents, teachers, and school counsellors 
all welcome. If you are unable to make the scheduled time, sign up as an at-
tendee to receive the recording. Wednesday, June 10, 3:00–4:00 PM 
CDT  cmu.ca/campusvisit 
 
Consider Music at CMU and explore many vocational possibilities through a 
Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Arts in Music or Music Therapy degree.  Join this 
webinar on Wednesday, June 17, 3:00–4:00 PM CDT to find out 
more.  cmu.ca/campusvisit 
Are you needing to replenish your coffee supply? Sam's Place sells Level 
Ground Trading coffee bags, previously found at Ten Thousand Villages! Check 
out their buying guide to browse the available selection: tiny.cc/
Samsplace_coffeeguide. Each 300g bag is $12. Call 204.415.4728 or 
email alisongreenslade@mccmb.ca to place an order. 
 
Public Lecture – This year’s annual Canadian School of Peacebuilding lec-
ture will be delivered by Dr. William Cavanaugh, Professor of Catholic Stud-
ies at DePaul University, known widely for his work in political theology and 
Christian ethics. His lecture, entitled The Myth of Religious Violence, will be 
delivered online on Wednesday, June 17 at 7:00 PM CDT.  cmu.ca/events 
 
CMU Fall Planning – CMU's educational commitment is distinguished by the 
quality of personal relationships that characterize staff, faculty, and student inter-
action and learning—whether these be on-campus or via online learning for-
mats. CMU is actively planning a 'mixed model' for 2020–21 fall and winter 
terms, with many classes combining both in-person and online elements. Every 
class will engage professors and students with one another in a real learning 
community. Check out CMU’s plans for fall at cmu.ca/covid-19 



Crossroads Sunday Morning Worship at 231 Kitson is on-line only this Sunday, 
June 7. Note from our moderator: Due to group size restrictions, services at Cross-
roads will continue to be suspended until further notice. The church picnic which usu-
ally occurs in June will be cancelled this year.  

 

Crossroads Information 

This Tuesday! There is a Crossroads Jack and Jill Family Wedding Shower planned 
for Kara Lee and Stefan Klassen on Tuesday, June 9! Your family is invited to a Come 
and Go/Drive-by Wedding Shower on the church front lawn at 231 Kitson Street on Tues-
day, June 9. Come anytime between 7:00pm and 8:30pm. (In case of rain, the date will 
move to Thursday, June 11). Kara Lee and Stefan will be sitting on the front steps of the 
church.  
 
Depending on your comfort level re Social Distancing, you have 2 options: 
1. If you would like to do a drive-by, you can wave and greet the couple from your car 
windows, hold up a sign if you wish, and a person will come to your car to take a card/gift 
if you wish, and even a piece of cake can be brought to your car if you want one! 
2. If you would like to park and get out of your car, first make sure there is not a large 
crowd of people (i.e. 10-15), then come and greet and encourage the couple, eat a piece 
of cake, and please maintain Safe Physical Distancing of 6 feet at all times! When you 
are done your greetings and cake, then feel free to move on so someone new can come 
by. 
 
BRING A WRITTEN NOTE/POEM/STORY: At the shower, there will be a basket (or 
someone will come to your car) where you can give a note or drawing with a note of en-
couragement or wisdom, a Bible verse, or poem or story re marriage that you would like 
to share with Stefan and Kara Lee. After the shower, a Scrapbook of all these cards/
papers will be made for Stefan and Kara Lee. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Barkman or Jayne Zhou  

FAREWELL STORIES/MEMORIES FOR MARVIN AND EDITH 
 
Do you have a story about Marvin and Edith, or a memory you'd like to 
share with them? Alinea is collecting stories and memories to put to-
gether as a gift for Marvin and Edith as Marvin retires.  
 
These can be anything from a few sentences to a page or two. Contri-
butions from children are also welcome! 
 
If you would like to participate, or if you have any questions, please 
email Alinea  
 
If you would like to contribute a drawing or something handwritten, it 
can be dropped off at the church.  
 
Please have all contributions sent in by June 15th.  
If you know of a former Crossroads attendee who might be interested 
in being involved, please forward this message on to them! 


